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Sixth Sunday After

Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more
talents. In the same way, the one who had the two
talents made two more talents. But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came
and settled accounts with them. Then the one who
had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master,
you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made
five more talents.’” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me
two talents; see, | have made two more
talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
Then the one who had received the one talent also
came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so | was
afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.” But his master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did
you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather
where | did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my
return | would have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to
the one with the ten talents.
For to all those who have, more will be given,
and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be
taken away. As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Mt 25:14-30

Next Sunday’s Readings

Rom 12:9-21
Mt 25:31-46

Month of the
Holy Rosary

The Glorious Cross

My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgression, you who have received the Spirit
should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are
not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if
those who are nothing think they are
something, they deceive themselves. All must
test their own work; then that work, rather
than their neighbour’s work, will become a
cause for pride. For all must carry their own
loads. Those who are taught the word must
share in all good things with their teacher.
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you
reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh;
but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal
life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in
doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest
time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever
we have an opportunity, let us work for the
good of all, and especially for those of the
family of faith.

Gal 6: 1-10

Heavenly Father, | offer myself to you so You
can transform me into a reflection of Your Son
Jesus Christ in every aspect of my life. Help me
Father be alight shining in the darkness of this
world and always testify for the truth and be a

victim of Your love to your Church which is built
on the most precious Body and Blood of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus, you are the pleasing
oblation offered to Your Father, help me share

in that offering by accepting the Cross and by

allowing Your Holy Spirit to work through me
and my being. Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Squandered
Opportunities

Light from the Word

Be Careful What You Say

This Sunday’s Gospel presents us with the Parable of the
talents. Three people are given the opportunity to show
their abilities but not all of them live up to expectations.

sife can be difficult and opportunities are few and far
between at times. However, opportunities will present
themselves to us. It is whether we view these occasions as
opportunities or not that will determine the outcome. For
two of the three slaves in today’s parable, they saw the call
to responsibility and job promotion as an opportunity to do
more, to prove to others they are capable. They are the type
of person who takes initiative, thinks positively, is willing to
try something new and challenging.

On the other hand, one of the slaves saw the opportunity
given to him as burdensome. He made excuses for his lack of
effort and success by blaming his Master. This is where he
got it all wrong. One cannot go through life with negativity
towards one and all. Yes, there may be circumstances that
one may not agree with, but when one is given responsibility
for something, that is the golden opportunity to do
something positive about the situation, rather than do
nothing. Otherwise you just let the opportunity pass you by.
As the Master says to the slave, ‘Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return |
would have received what was my own with interest’ (v27).
So don’t let opportunities pass you by because you are
disgruntled. Take every chance as an opportunity to do what
is best for all. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

One windy day, a dad and his kid
went to a national park to have
some fun. They wanted to launch
a model rocket. At first they tried |
using electric ignition wires to |
light the fuse but it didn't work. So |
they tried lighting the fuse with an
ordinary birthday sparkler. That's
when trouble began. The wind caught some sparks and
ignited a grass fire. The blaze spread quickly but fortunately
firemen from twelve different departments were soon
speeding to the scene. Still it took them over an hour to
bring the blaze under control. In the end about thirteen
hectares were charred, and the dad with the sparkler was
charged not destruction of government property and
improper use of fireworks.

The Bible says, 'Consider what a great forest is set on fire by
a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among
the parts of the body (James 3:5-6)

'Set a guard, 0 Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the
door of my lips.'(Ps 141:3)

‘He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain his
tongue from evil.' (1 Peter 3:10)

‘The lips of the godly speak helpful words: (proverbs 10:32)’

do make sure your words soothe, not burn-build up, not tear
down. In other words, be careful what you say!

Vision 180

The Servant’s Word Talents

s we approach the final weeks of the Season of the Glorious Cross before
beginning the new liturgical year, we find that our Lord truly intensifies his

expectations of us as stewards of the gifts that he has entrusted upon us. The
parable about the talents is a simple story about a man who is preparing to go !
on a journey and entrusts his possessions to his servants. He distributes his “
wealth among three of his servants, giving each in accordance with their

abilities. As we hear in the story, the first two invest their master’s wealth and

their return is doubled while the third servant does nothing at all. When the

master comes back he praises and rewards the first two and condemns the third for being lazy.

Isike all the stories of the past few weeks, this story is about us. God, the Heavenly Master, entrusts each one of us with
many talents, many abilities, each according to what we can handle. The question for us today is: do we use these talents
for the glory of God and the good of His people? Before we can answer this question, we need to discover what talents we
possess. We need to identify them, acknowledge them, accept them and be proud of them. God has given each one of us
unique skills and abilities. As a family or community, these skills and abilities complement each other in the building of

society. Often however, we fail to discover, let alone use these skills and abilities because we are too focussed on the skills
and abilities of others. We waste so much time worrying about others and wanting what others have that we forget about
ourselves and the wonderful gifts that the Lord has endowed us with. God gives each one of us in accordance with our

abilities, He deprives no-one! For this reason, we need to stop worrying about what others have and focus on what we

have, utilising our talents in the best possible way and placing them at the service of the Lord and of each other.

Father Tony Sarkis



Trading With Talents

I have always loved today’s Gospel Parable presented to us by our Lord Jesus. It always
helped me to reflect on my achievements in life, and also the times when | was regretfully
lazy and buried my own talents.

[ learnt though the experiences of my life, and this Parable, that God is the one that gives us
our talents; and if we use them honourably, then we will be successful in whatever we choose §
to do. Also upon more focused meditation, | realised we are all not equal in life. God has given
us different talents and abilities. We all work for our Master, and will one day be held
accountable for all we have done and also in what we have failed to do.

I recall when | was young | worked at the local Submarine sandwich shop earning $4.90 per
hour for 4 hours after school. It was a mundane job. However | seemed to have a knack at &% -
serving the customers. Some may say | was ‘talented’ at it. | worked there twice a week. My weekly salary was about
$39.20. Not bad for a kid in year 10. My sights where set on purchasing a Nokia 3210 so | can keep in regular SMS contact
with my 3 friends. The mobile retailed at approximately $250, so based on my calculations at the time all | needed was to
work hard for about 7 weeks and | could buy the phone less monthly pre-paid credit costs of $30. It took me over a year to
save the money but | finally did it.

When | looked back at why it took me so long to save up, | realised | was squandering most of my money on hot chips and
lollies at the corner store, instead of investing it in the bank or buying extremely volatile tech shares to earn interest.

When | read the gospel again, and think about this event, | realised that it was not about the phone or money or possible
interest on investment | could have made. Instead it was about serving my boss at the store by using my talents to help the
customers and keep them happy. Now that I’'m older, | see the greater picture is to serve our true Lord by using whatever
talents he has given us to continue His work here on Earth while he has gone away for now. And | hope when my shift in

this life is over, that | have served Him well by multiplying my talents and given back all that | can.

Youth Corner

The Youth of Our Lady of Lebanon have always been
vibrant and passionate in everything they do. After a busy
September planning yet once again a successful Grand
Ball, October has been the month where our energy has
been focussed towards our charitable initiatives.

Our main initiatives for this month have been our Girls &
Boys night fundraiser which were each held on Friday the
19th of October. Our chosen charity - Kidney Health
Australia, a cause that has been so close to our hearts for
some time now.

Amongst our small fundraisers, we also have our Red
Cross Blood Donations, our Nursing Home visits and our
weekly Homeless Feeds.

We are often reminded in Matthew 25: 35-40 the
importance of being charitable in our lives. | know for
some of us it can be daunting to take that extra step in
helping the needy - trust me I've been there. However,
we need to be reminded that God is Love and, love is not
about what you can get out of a person, it is about loving
them for who they are without the expectation of
receiving anything in return.

Saint Mother Teresa once said “We ourselves feel that
what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the
ocean would be less because of that missing drop.”

One of the best ways for form a loving relationship with
Christ is through the charitable works we do. So next time
there is an opportunity to help someone reflect on this,
“am | being charitable in my life?”

“For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing, |
was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you
visited me.” (Mt 25:35-40)

Joanne Elias

Chris Bazouni

Teens Corner

On Saturday, the 6th of October,
the Maronite Flame Teens had the
privilege of having a Teens Day Out,
organised by our awesome teens [
leaders. It was a great opportunity -
to spend time together as the big i
family we are, during the school
holidays.

appybirthday ® "7
to our chaplain

The day began with a beautiful [
mass led by Father Danny, where he '
spoke about the importance of the
rosary and its power. We then headed to Villawood Bowling for
some quality time between the teens and their leaders.

We all showed off our brilliant bowling skills, and the games got
pretty intense. There were also rounds of laser skirmish where
we all had a great time trying to lead our teams to victory,
which was then followed by some time in the arcade.

We concluded our day with surprising our much loved chaplain,
Father Danny, with a little party and some cake for his birthday
the following day. His reaction was so heartwarming and it was
a perfect way to end our get-together.

In all, it was a fun-filled day spent with great friends, with the
common ground of our faith in God. We’ve created
unforgettable memories and look forward to many more days
like these in the future.

We'd also like to thank our leaders who organised the day and
for always going out of their way for us. We are truly grateful
to have them in our lives and appreciate all they do.

Christen Baltasar and Makayla Hashim - Year 8



The Arabic School Activities
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Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9,»‘.51\ il 38

Sunday 21 October: 6™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross- Eve of Pope Cdl) ae Alde — calaall e dr (abed) aa¥) s e Y aal)
St John Paul |l . . ) g Ungs LD
9:30am 40 Day Hasna Elias Ishac from Kfardlakos wife of Joseph i ) i -

Jouad Saliba from Daraya s Carysn Aag) GusY S e Bland (uld) s Gasaiall Ogrg)) 42T
11:00am 40 Day Hamideh Farid Karam widow of the late Youssef ) ) s O Lls

Mtanios Abi Rached from Bejdarfel-Batroun Oo 2l ol Gusllae Causy asmpall Alajl o) 8 Bases Lagapall gl V120

evnll — (18

5:00pm All Living and Departed of Saghbine offered by Saghbine i o . u”:d dsﬁ'a"i

Association A:uu.aj\ ALl puraa ‘—“J“J ;\:\;\ 40 ujc u.nhs O:ivn
7:00pm All Living and Departed of Knat offered by Knat Lomeal) 4aasi Unls Hle due dunliay <ol Clgaly clial 4 o a8 Vi

Association for the feast of St Challita .
SV Cpp YV & B

Tuesday 23 October (0h B B5ie) Lo Jals (e aiSa Guldl skl agmyall T s
6:00pm Antoine Elias Hokayem from Sahel Aima (died in Lebanon)
¥ s ¥ daanl)
Friday 26 October e i A LSl o i R
6:00pm 40 Day Georgette Chaker Nasr wife of Yacoub Salim Harb DS Om ) pabs iging Ang) el SUE Campsn agmall Gpnpl
from Tannourine Y Cppdid YV )
Saturday 27 October iy gy agayall Aoyl Gl e il Dl abes Lagayall ) e s
6:00pm One Year Souad Milad Lichaa from Fradiss widow of the M. .
ol de)de e ising

late Yaacoub Rachid Yaacoub from Mazraat El Nahr AL gy 36 = a3 34 el a1 1) ey YA aad)

Sunday 28 October: 6™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross —Jesus the King Vi (e drw Ogobe (b dilie (g)sall agnyall Al 4:Y
9:30am One Year Elkhoury Mikhael Boutros Maroun Saad from Toula O3S R (e Achyh ‘?_ﬂ Ua Dlae agayall sl Vi

11:00am 40 Day Milad Hanna Abi Farraha from Bazoun Cudan e gl A e agnpall gl 020

5:00pm 40 Day Samir Khalil El Baysari from Hadchit

Announcements

. Family Spiritual Day
OLOL Music Academy - o 5
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy. Theme Mission of the Family in today’s World When Sunday 18 Nov 18

. - . - Time 9.30am - 4.30pm Where St Joseph’s Centre, Baulkham Hills
1 on 1 sessions in Classical chals, antemporary }/pcals, Classical Cost $49/Adult, $35/teen (12-17yrs), $20/child (under 12)
;;,ir:,%apr;?igﬁ r(;’;?ircr;pgzragrzslga;sog.g\/v(;:régjgi\{ qﬁ:gif'églgagregi Contact Joanne 0416234003 or E FamilyCommitteeOLOL@gmail.com
& Ore. Registration closes 25th Oct 18

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 e :
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Activities for Seniors

Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 U‘*"“ 3 Q‘Sw ‘.“ JL““‘ gz 0al Gl JS
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b?cSCIavsire‘:? Alian) 8 e — Al ALK Alile
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7om - 9' m Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact Fr Be¥narg 0411')811 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899

Maronite Care Services

~Youth Services & Facilities ) ) ) ) White Stone Family Support Services
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & lera%& Study Centre Counselling Services (English/ Arabic) Is your family impacted by addictions?
Oﬁ’e“ 10am—10pm for Youth 13 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
nder 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ’ 2
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:309m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227
Women’s Well-being Office Cancer Support Group
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

ou Raidan, Far| aal Kad| eaini, Abboud & Hanneh
X} Semaan Fam|¥] faithful departed (G) Helen George Colleen
¥ Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter M

Hanneh el Hassan, Pierre Haddad, Youssef
Badwi e Khoury, Tahara Kizana, George Kanan
Karimeh Masri, 1’ herese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun,
Jamil & Labibe Roumanus Ra

) san Youssef&

unan, Nawal Yunan (2)

(L) Boulos Laoulach

mond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph Rizk
¥a Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Emil Nabih Saad(T) Kemil & Ghorra Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) Saadal

A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Hanna Assaf, V|olet AZIZI Said AzméBhMllla
alemeh Bechara( fu departe

Madeline
Malki, Antonios Jamil Hadda
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef’& Saada Hawach, George Hawi, Diab Hawi, Tannous

anna

n|s amil Haddad,
d ad & Son Joseph,
Chmouni & Tannous el Has:

(D)(E) M

atthew Essey (T) Malk oun Faml y alt
eor a

e, Majid Geor ty Julie Ghabach
Dr Jamil Had ad Madeleine & Paul
& Wadiaa H ad

Amineh eI Hallal and children (Q (J) Youssef & G ana e Joseph (K) Mlkhayel eI
Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses amlg/ emaan &

Robert echara Moussa, Fouad Meskineh (N) Liela ader (O [P) (Q S( ) (R)

Youssef Asaad Rizk, Waradghan Rizk, Emil Rizk (S? Boutros Kozh a-

ah Yunan, Rafka
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