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The Gospel Pentecost Sunday

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my Brothers and sisters,
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all

together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability. Now there were devout Jews from every
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each.
no longer see me, but you will see me; Next Sunday’s Readings | Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents
Mt 28: 16 - 20 of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Jn 14: 15-20 Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in
our own languages we hear them speaking about
Aband()n God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and
. . perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
Spirit of the Living God, _ mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled
e . with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven,
breathe your life into our souls and our yourself lnto raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
the hands Of you, and listen to what | say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in
the morning. No, this is what was spoken through
of your peace and healing. Drive us out Mary the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God

.. declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
of our hiding places, and send us forth and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

to renew the face of the Earth. She Will take and your young men shall see visions, and your old

men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves,
both men and women, in those days | will pour out

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And | will show
care Of y0u- portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall
be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious
St. Padre Pio day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.’

commandments. And | will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be
with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will
be in you. “l will not leave you orphaned; | am
coming to you. In a little while the world will

because | live, you also will live. On that day Trinity Sunday

you will know that | am in my Father, and you Rom 11:25-36

in me, and | in you.

parishes. Make us a fire of love
burning brightly for all those in need

Amen!

“0 Mother of God,
wellspring of life,
Pray for us!”

Blessings for the

Month of May Acts2:1-21

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Pentecost The Catechism

Pentecost is being awakened to the knowledge that the Pentecost is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of
Spirit of God dwells within you. Jesus’ promise

Right from the beginning God has always existed and will . . . .
eternally be. From the commencement of Creation we read, Was there any syr.nbollc meaning to the n?anlfestaUOn of
‘In the beginning when God created . .. darkness covered the wind and the tongues of fire?

the face of the deep, while the Spirit of God swept over the

face of the waters’ (Gen 1:1-2). Then God created humans, The “wind” recalls the Spirit of God moving over the waters

‘and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life’ (Gen 2:7). at the creation of the world (Genesis 1:1-2).

This breath of life, this Spirit of God is within us, is here, is The manifestation of the Holy Spirit through the “strong,
everywhere and Pentecost is an awakening to God’s driving wind” indicates that a “new creation”
presence among us. is taking place: the renewal of humanity in God’s Holy

Spirit. The “tongues of fire” denote the Presence of God,
purification, and Judgment. Traditional catechesis saw the

. , ’ . tongues of fire as signifying the sacredness and

gnd ag'am Jesus says, ‘l am in my Father, and you in me, and | divine (God-given) authority of the preaching and teaching of
in you’ (Jn 14:20). the Apostles, by whose words, fervour, and witness, and
Pentecost can happen at any time and in any place. It isthe = example all people were to be converted to the knowledge,
calling to recognise we are God’s and God is ours. The Holy love, and service to God.

Spirit has been given to us humans who are made in the
image of God (Gen 1:26) and our yearning and restlessness
will cease only when we can rest in God.

In today’s Gospel we read that the Spirit of truth, the
Advocate, ‘abides with you, and he will be in you’ (Jn 14:17)

The Holy Spirit beckons within us. So hear the words of the
Holy Spirit that whisper deep in you, ‘Be still and know that |
am God’ (Ps 46:10). Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word “I will not leave you orphaned.”

This Sunday marks the commencement of a new season in our Maronite Church, the
Season of Pentecost. This is a special time in our Church and the universal Church, as it
celebrates the anniversary of the first Church and the descent of the Holy Spirit, on Mary
and the Apostles, in the Upper Room.

Pentecost is a time of great joy in the fulfilment of the promise of Christ “And | will ask the |
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” (Jn 14:16) This
Paraclete is the Holy Spirit, proclaimed in our Creed as “the giver of life.” The sending of
the Holy Spirit ensures that we are not left orphaned but rather we become adopted .
children of the Father and brothers and sisters of Jesus. This Paraclete grants us a sense of §
belonging; we become a Church united in faith, hope and love; we become the voice of
God, the voice of righteousness, mercy and forgiveness in our world; we become beacons
of love and hope to the unloved and hopeless.

This special Feast of Pentecost will be celebrated in a special Maronite way with the Rite of Adoration of Pentecost. During
this special rite, the clergy together with the faithful will adore three times, the Holy Trinity. The first adoration will be to
the Father, the Creator. The second will be in adoration of the Son, through whom all things were made. The final adoration
will be to the Holy Spirit, the giver of life. The blessing of the water that becomes holy and the sprinkling of this water will
also follow this. The sprinkling over the heads of the faithful is a reminder of our baptism and the baptismal promise we
make.

This coming Tuesday, 22nd May, is the Feast of St Rita and | invite all parishioners to join us in prayer and thanksgiving to
the Lord for giving us the example of St Rita and seeking her intercession. Also on the 26th May we will be celebrating a
Mass in honour of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay’s 25th Anniversary to the Priesthood and 5th Anniversary
of his Episcopate. Furthermore, there will be a procession for the end of May, the month of Mary and this will also be held
on the 26th May at 5pm.

| encourage all our faithful parishioners to attend these special and commemorative celebrations and | pray that our lives
always reflect and glorify the Holy Trinity. | would like to take this opportunity to thank our stewardship committee for their
continued dedication and work within our parish and to all committees who are working tirelessly to ensure our parish is
vibrant and alive in the love of Christ.

Father Tony Sarkis



When we consider the Commandments of Christ, in particular,
the call to love one another as He has loved us, it is not
uncommon that one starts to feel that Our Lord is asking us to
love beyond ourselves. Well, the truth is, this is precisely what
He is asking of us! That’s because the love that Christ spoke of
was like no other love preached before. Christ’s love was a love
to death, literally! Now we may not all be called to a red
martyrdom in our lifetime but we are definitely called to a white
martyrdom in our day to day dealings with one another.

Keeping the Commandments of Christ

Firstly, Our Lord’s command is a call to action. Because love is not just a feeling. It is an act of the will for the
good of another. We can be sure that dying on the cross would not have felt good! Christ’s love is one that is
unconditional and sacrificial. It includes everybody from family to friends to work colleagues and most
importantly, even our enemies. Our Lord commands us to love as He loved, but as difficult as this is, we should
never lose heart. Why? Because Our Lord will never ask of us something that He Himself has not done, better

still, something that He won’t give us the grace to do.

Finally, this love of Christ is the essential mark of true Christianity, which He predicted will be the sign of our
discipleship to Him. So let us not merely parade our Christianity by wearing our crosses, let us indeed proclaim
our Christianity by carrying our crosses. We can be sure as promised, that if we are to share in Christ’s cross on
earth, the cross of love, we will definitely share in Christ’s crown in Heaven, the crown of glory.

Matthew Semaan

Last Saturday, the Fersen Al Adra from across Sydney met
up at St Charbel's Parish for Fersen Day. Fersen Day is an
annual event where we all get together to learn and
socialise. This year's theme was: "Fulfilling God's Will".
We had the opportunity to meet new people who make
the same promises as us and learn new things from them.
One of our tasks was to show how we can fulfill God's
Holy Will in our daily lives and one of our Fersen children
prepared the following for the day:

"To show love and kindness, one has to do simple acts.
For example, at school | help the teachers, students and
my buddy. At home | help my mum clean the house,
empty the dishwasher, help with the laundry and help
cook. At Fersen | listen to the teachers and | learn how to
perform acts of charity. Also if you see people you don't
know, for example the elderly, you can hold their
shopping bags, have a little chat with them or simply just
smile at them. Doing an act of charity is as simple as
that." - Clara Saab, Year 6

It was truly a day to remember and we look forward to it
being bigger and better next year!
Eliana Gerges
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The Pentecost event is a time when we reflect on and
remember the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is also a time of
increased awareness and appreciation of our role in our family.

As a family, make a list of all the gifts of the Holy Spirit which
are evident in the lives of each member of your family.
Decorate and display the list in your home as a reminder of
God’s generous gifts to us.

Try making a Spirit Flame. One of the most important aspects of
the Holy Spirit is that it first appeared above each Apostle as a
tongue of fire.

Create a Spirit Flame craft by drawing a small heart shape in a
larger heart onto cardboard. Ask your children to write or draw
in the smaller heart one gift they are to other people e.g. ‘l can
share.” Then decorate the heart in red and orange. These
colours can make the heart look like fire. The fire heart can then
be hung with a piece of ribbon.

Finally, keep in mind St. Augustine’s prayer to the Holy Spirit:

“Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit,

That my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,
That | love but what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,

To defend all that is holy.

Guard me, then O Holy Spirit,
That | always may be holy.”

Rita Saade



OoLOL
Teens

Mother’s
Day
Meeting

MYO - Rosary Making Night

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business
Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can

promote your business fOI‘ the WhOle month.

For further details

Email: media@olol.orgau or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1536
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— A ) Solicitors & Attorneys serving I )
/Z{/(/- Vi //[‘(‘(“{{ f{.(/‘/[ s the Maronite Church and its community since 1972. 0aves
/ ® Wills & Estates L.
g www.benjaminkhoury.com.au

= (Australia and Lebanon)

® Property & Commercial bk@benjaminkhoury.com.au

9635 6615 | [NFO@SBTR.COM.AU ® Litigation & Dispute Resolution (02) 9232 3433 . .
® Family Law 8/64 Castlereagh St Catel‘lng for all occasions now

® Criminal Law Sydney NSW 2000. available Call: 02 8898 1550




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS @w‘!\ CAPAKY
Sunday 20 May: Pentecost Sunday - Rite of Adoration and Blessing of slaall &by g Byaind) i A) — Syaiall aaf: LI ¥ 2l
the Water
== Al A I ¥a < 4, Al 4:v
9:30am One Year Cathy Dalla Geagea from Becharre wife of Fadi ik cheabe ) iﬁfﬁfwﬂ‘
Tony Ters from Hraykes Tysh (e mis esishail i asasall Gsmp) 820

5:00pm 40 Day Bachir Antonios Younes from Blouza )
Uiy Anadll aie @, YY S BYAY

Tuesday 22 May: Feast of St Rita Saally sl cayoll @hyi A5 ae Uy Al ve Al ldis) (a8 Toe s
6:00pm St Rita Feast Mass with the Blessing of the Roses, oil and
bread oLl Yo daaall

Friday 25 May: (UL‘J Lf Lf}:"‘“) Jlsc — Ay e G‘u); s Lila ?PJ“J\ i

6:00pm Hafez Habib Jreige from Rahbe — Akkar (died in Lebanon)

4 YT )
Saturday26 May ‘;A.UA.“ )@.a.ﬂ\ et\a :\.\u\.\.m AﬂJ\.l u.u‘)LA &)bﬁécbj e_i\)jaﬁ CAHONY
5:00pm Procession to celebrate the end of the Marian Month of ) sk Jipd = ookl a3l Cala il i s

May throughout the streets of Harris Park
A Yo) casll 55eSH alygy duuliay SE dapd alyiaY)
6:00pm Solemn Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop ( ) 4 st Rl SR8 S el

Antoine - Charbel Tarabay for the 25" Anniversary & (<sins ©) A dialpns (5 S0

5t Episcopate of his Priesthood
w8y Gl aaf : Ul YV aaY)

Sunday 27 May: Trinity Sunday:

9:30am 40 Day Nehmtallah Nakhle Khoury from Bane Ol 0 gl A ) dand g gmall (sl 427
11:00am One Year Hend Fakhr Elias from Zgharteghrine CUADE) (e el JAd s Dagapall ) VY 2w
5:00pm One Year Hares Tannous Farah from Karm El Mohr el @S e g8 stk ula asspall ) oz
Announcements
Novena & Feast of Saint Rita Walk With Christ - The Feast of Corpus Christi
oy From 13 May 2018 — 21 May 2018 | The Novena will be said at Date Sunday 03 June | Location Sydney CBD |
/ | the following times: Sunday 6pm Monday & Tuesday 7:15pm, Buses depart OLOL at 1pm & Return at 5pm
: Wednesday & Thursday 8pm, Friday - Saturday 7:15pm, u par at 1p ur P
# 1% _Sunday 6pm & Monday 7:15 pm | Feast of St Rita Mass on Contact For Buses Josette 0414 366 061
= Tuesday 22 May 2018 at 6pm mcIudmg the Rite of Blessing of For Volunteering Boutros 0414 366 062
the Roses, Bread, Oil & Procession.
For any enquiries contact Father Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787 Renewal of Marriage Vows
- ) . 3 _ Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
The Realist Guide to Religion and Science by Fr Paul Robinson Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018
Location Discussion Room, level 1, OLOL that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).

Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats

Date Wednesday 23 May Time 8.00pm reservation, certificate and special gift. Registrations close

Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435764824 Sunday 17 June 2018!
The Christian Family — A Domestic Church Sr Margaret’s New Book
A Three Part Seminar presented by Sister Yara Matta, a Professor in Theology & Biblical Studies ‘The Miracle of Love. A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’
Locatjion The Maronite College of the Holy Family, Harris Park. ; ;
Friday 25‘], Ma 7:00-9:00pm | Saturday 269 May 10:30am — 4:00pm | is available for purchasepfllj'g“n;rfre\f College or through the
Sunday 27" May 10:00 — 11:00am | Contact Sister Kathy Sawma http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product _id=52

0412 921 293 or Sister Cynthia Issa 0458 931 463 | All are welcome!

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019 ARISE Maronite Youth Convention
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits. I have called you by Name (Isa 43:1)
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting experiences. Date Friday 6 - Sunday 8 July 2018 | Locatic;n The Tops

Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA
Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au
Select Diocese of Saint Maroun.

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Conference Centre, Stanwell Tops | Cost $250 Interstate
$150 | Registration www.mydc.org.au/arise

Youth & Teen’s Events ) Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 iy H
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 el o - ﬁft\lVli%lei:(: Sem.ors, i
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 il ) pllgll sl Jlias] 4egs ol i gpd IS
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Araub'iccSCIavsi::-s AedY) A Alile
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondavs 7om - 9' m Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact Fr Be¥nar§ 0411"811 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899
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Group 1
Monday Maree Touma 82 Chelmsford Road, South Wentworthville 2145
Tuesday Najat Mouijalli 49 Winbourne Street, West Ryde 2114
Wednesday | Mirna Khoury Geagea |467 Guildford Road, Guildford 2161
Thursday Rose Bechara 50 Albert Street, Guildford 2161
Saturday Dalida Semaan 18 Heath Street, Granville 2142
Sunday Kfarsghab Association |OLOL old offices — Bottom Car Park

Group 2
Monday Rita Khreich 19 Robertson Street, Guildford West 2161
Tuesday Antoine Bechara 61 Paton Street, Merrylands 2160
Wednesday |Therese Sakr 57 Ross Street, North Parramatta 2151
Thursday Hiam Dib 45 Rosehill Street, Parramatta 2150

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Boutros, Labiba Assoun (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Assaad Bou Mina, Elias Bchara, Maroun,
Elias, Ramza, Fadwa, El Khoury Hanna & Dibeh Bou Melhem, Sarkis Barakat & Wife Habibeh (C) Chamel Challita & Wife Rosita (D) (E) Matthew Essey,
Youssef & Amineh el Hallal, Jerjes Elia & Wife Saydeh (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Braham, Nakieh Ghaleb (H) Madeline &
Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Lalia Succar Khoury, Souraya
Kaurouz, Youssef, Hanneh & Mary Kabboura, Linda, Boutros, Layla & Ibrahim Khdeir, Nehme Khattar & Wife Eugenia, Mona & Raymond Khattar (L) Joseph
Lewoon (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah
Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Enzo Maido (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Jo-
seph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Philomena & Badoui Reaiche, Youssef & Yassmin Rizk, Soumoud Youssef Rizk, Emil Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan, Emil Saad (T) Boutros Tartak & Wife Lazourd & Son Christopher,

Hanna Tartak & Wife Sousen, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (Y) (Z) Boulos Zakhia, Raymond El Zaouk
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