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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 13 May 2018
The Gospel

And Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world
and proclaim the good news to the whole
creation. The one who believes and is baptised
will be saved; but the one who does not believe
will be condemned. And these signs will
accompany those who believe: by using my
name they will cast out demons; they will speak
in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their
hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will
not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the
sick, and they will recover.” So then the Lord
Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken
up into heaven and sat down at the right hand
of God. And they went out and proclaimed the
good news everywhere, while the Lord worked
with them and confirmed the message by the
signs that accompanied it.

Mk 16: 15-20

Prayer

Lord God, teach us to love like you,
without bias or judgment so that we may
show mercy and love to our neighbour,
as you have shown us your mercy and love.
With your help, may we be a source of
peace for those who seek you.
Amen.
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“0 Mother of God,
wellspring of life,
Pray for us!”

Blessings for the
Month of May &
Happy Mother’s Day
to all our Mothers!

Seventh Sunday of the Resurrection & The Ascension

Next Sunday’s Readings

Acts 2: 1-21
Jn 14: 15-20

The
loveliest
masterpiece
of the
heart of God
is the love

of a mother.

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,
In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that
Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying
with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for
John baptised with water, but you will be baptised
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So
when they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city,
they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. All these were constantly
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well
as his brothers.

Acts 1: 1-14

St. Therese of Lisieux

Feast of Pentecost - Next Sunday
Rite of Adoration of Pentecost and Blessing of
Holy water at all Pentecost Masses.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word LTINS The Catechism

Commandment
We have the 10 commandments, the Greatest He Ascended into Heaven, and is Seated at the Right Hand
commandment and the Golden rule. Yet aside from all these, of God, The Father Almighty
Jesus gives us a New Commandment, ‘Love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you also should love one another” (v34).  christ's Ascension marks the definitive entrance of Jesus'

This is without doubt the most important commandment for

Christians and the most difficult. It summarises Jesus’ life —a IS 1o Cioel ezl e @mEln, Cnenes (e il e

lite lived in love. again (cf. Acts 1:11); this humanity in the meantime hides
him from the eyes of men (cf. Col 3:3). Jesus Christ, the head
We may find it very hard to follow, to the point where most of the Church, precedes us into the Father's glorious

of us don’t even bother to give it a thought'. Yet if we kingdom so that we, the members of his Body, may live in
entered deeply into ourselves, we would discover how true ] . . . .
this commandment is. Love is the only pursuit in life that is the hope of one day being with him for ever. Him having
important. All else fades away. Love alone creates, sustains  entered the sanctuary of heaven once and for all, intercedes
and heals. constantly for us as the mediator who assures us of the
permanent outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
This is a commandment of Jesus, not just fleeting words. To
command is an imperative. It is to enforce, insist, make it a
duty. We cannot be Christian if we fail this one command. It
is non-negotiable but because of our failure to follow the
command to love, Christianity has become shallow,
neglected and even rejected by most people.

Once again we are called to be challenged by Christ, and in
our command to love and to bringing it to reality and fruition
in our lives, we will awaken once more the beauty and depth
of what Christianity is all about. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF
The Servant’s Word

This Sunday, although it is the 7th and final week of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection,
our Maronite Church celebrates the Feast of the Ascension. This feast is celebrated forty days
after the Resurrection when Jesus ascends to heaven and takes his rightful place at the right
hand of God. Before leaving, Jesus instructs his disciples to “go into the whole world and
proclaim the Gospel,” (Mk 16:1) and this is exactly what they did. Even though Jesus was no
longer physically present with them on Earth, he was still with them in spirit; he was with them
in his word and in their love. Furthermore, Jesus promised the Apostles that he would send
them the Paraclete who would also help them and guide them but that they would have to
wait for this to happen. Therefore, the period of waiting is very important because it is a time
of great anticipation when we should be in deep prayer and charitable action, carrying out the
commandment to preach the Gospel to all. This is not the job only of the Priests and religious but also the duty of each and
every baptised member. This proclamation can be done through word and deed so that all may know that we are Christians
and who our Lord and God is.

On this blessed Feast of the Ascension, let us lift up our cares and worries, our troubles and stresses, our joys and blessings
to heaven. The Lord is waiting for us to be lifted up, all that is needed is to stretch out our hand and ask him to do so.

This Sunday is also Mother’s Day and on behalf of all the Clergy and staff of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, | would like
to wish our mothers a blessed and beautiful Mother’s Day; may Our Lady, our mother, intercede for you always. We also
pray for all those mothers who have gone before us to their heavenly rest, may the Lord grant them eternal rest in His
Heavenly kingdom.

This week, we commenced work on the shelter in the grotto area. The estimated time for completion of this project is
6 weeks. Therefore, we ask of all our blessed parishioners for your patience and understanding as the work continues
throughout the upcoming weeks. This shelter is for the benefit of all the parish and we apologise for any inconvenience this
work may cause to anyone.

Father Tony Sarkis



Loving Till Death

Our Lord God and Saviour Jesus has commanded us to love one another as He loved us. He then
loved us so much so that He laid down His life for us in the most brutal way possible, on the cross.

Jesus could have easily stopped his suffering and crucifixion by disappearing, teleporting out of
there, creating a cyclone to wipe out the Roman army or in many other infinite ways using His
omnipotent powers. But He did not. Instead, He choose love.

The Apostles witnessed this first hand and knew that through this one humble act, Jesus was asking
them to put love first before everything including death. And they did so. Jesus loved us all his life
on Earth and continues to love us now and forever. Amazing of Him that no matter what sins we
have committed, and how many times we continue to sin, He loves us and is always ready to forgive
us in an instant as soon as we choose to be forgiven and go to confession. He will never cease to ‘
Love us from the moment we are conceived till the moment we end our earthly life.

The question now is are we continuing what Jesus taught us all those years ago? Sometimes in our daily lives we become
complacent, we choose the easy way out, or choose to ignore our neighbours in need or our suffering friends. We choose
not to love, because love can be hard and love involves sacrifice. Sacrificing our time, money or energy.

We must find it in our resolve to overcome our weaknesses and to do what Jesus has commanded us to do, and love one
another. We can do this by sacrificing our time to visit the sick or educating the ill-informed about the dangers of abortion,
sacrificing our money to buy clothes for the naked or renting shelter for the homeless, sacrificing our energy by helping the
elderly in their chores, and so on.

For if we had true love of one another we will not allow ourselves to become satisfied with just getting on in our day to day
routine, instead we will go out of our way to deliver the extraordinary. Jesus showed us this through his example and asked
us to do the same. Going out of our way and helping our family, friends and neighbours shouldn’t be an inconvenience for
us, it should be normal.

Chris Bazouni

Heaven on Earth Seniors’ Corner

And Jesus said, “Truly | say to you, unless o * Blessings and graces of Our Lord
you will be converted and become like - | Jesus and the Prayers of The

children, you will not enter the Kingdom Blessed virgin Mary, our Mother
of Heaven.” (Mt 18:3) be with us all brothers and sisters.

This is what comes to mind with my
involvement with Heaven On Earth,
always searching for the child in my heart to deserve the

' Qur precious seniors
enjoyed a wonderful

Kingdom of God. Always trying to serve our less fortunate spiritual day at Saint

brothers and sisters like children without judging, with true Nehmtallah’s church.

love, and not expecting anything in return. My involvement We celebrated the Holy Mass with our spiritual Director

with the homeless feeds, struggling families and abroad Fr Bernard, then we enjoyed lunch and entertainment. It was a

missions has changed me dramatically. We are not only helping  wonderful day!
the poor but we are helping ourselves, following Jesus’s orders.

The Seniors’ Committee has been enjoying the daily visits which
the gifts we take the children, the money we spend on the {,r\‘,dl:dekp;ayerséntthe ”?°m'”g gurl'ng thlst:ol\ézﬁntfhhﬁf Mar(\j/.
institutions or the food we feed to the homeless, it’s more & letel stielnaitElite/ e sl L siElelts el il O il el

beyond these. The children were in need for someone to show  €Very second Thursday after the month.

them love, the elderly were in need for someone to spend time

with and the homeless were in need for someone to listen to Have a wonderful and Happy Mother's day everyone!

them. It shows you how simple it is to help the poor with small

gestures that mean the most. Sonia Abi-Rached

Our recent Fiji trip made me realise that it’s not always about

Finally brothers and sisters, | urge every one of you to search
for that child’s love in your hearts, even if it's a simple smile to
the next homeless person you see on the street.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.” (Mt 5:9)

God bless!




OLOL Youth - Trivia Night

OLOL Arabic School Teachers at the 201
Federation of Community Language Schools Annual
Conference

8 NSW
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TAFE NSW N COLLABORATION WITH OLOL MEDIA COMMITTEE Beginners Computef course
When: Tuesdays, starting 1/5/2018
Time : 10pm - 2pm

Where: OLOL Youth Center

This course is suitable for everyone

AoroR e who would like to learn how to use
~ edia acomputer, Allages are welcome.
Committee

(7 Weeks Course)

TAFE; OFFERS YOU
z

“Western F R E E

Sydney—
Institute

BENJAMIN KHOURY

Solicitors & Attorneys serving
the Maronite Church and its community since 1972.

o Wills & Estates
(Australia and Lebanon)
® Property & Commercial

www.benjaminkhoury.com.au
bk@benjaminkhoury.com.au
(02) 9232 3433

8/64 Castlereagh St
Sydney NSW 2000.

® Litigation & Dispute Resolution
@ Family Law
® Criminal Law

LIMITED PLACES
AVAILABLE

", 0400400405
B media@olol.org.au

Interested in becoming patt of
the
Community Business Network
Page?
For $500 ONLY you can pro-
mote your buSineSS for the WhOIe
month.

For further details

Email: media@olol.org‘au or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

gsma) il 28

Sunday 13 May: 7" Sunday of Resurrection — Mother’s Day

7:00am Rosary Prayer

8:00am Mass for the intentions of sinners and the sick
for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima

11:00am One Year Gebrael Sarkis Boumina from
Zgharteghrine

Saturday 19 May
6:00pm One Year William Jebran Kazzi from lJieh

Sunday 20 May: Pentecost Sunday— Right of Adoration of

Pentecost and Blessing of the Water

9:30am One Year Cathy Dalla Geagea from Becharre
wife of Fadi Tony Ters from Hraykes

5:00pm 40 Day Bachir Antonios Younes from Blouza
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Announcements

Congratulations to our Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay for his appointment as the first Eastern Catholic
Bishop elected to the Permanent Committee of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC).
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Novena & Feast of Saint Rita
From 13 May 2018 — 21 May 2018 | The Novena will be said at
the following times: Sunday 6pm Monday & Tuesday 7:15pm,
Wednesday & Thursday 8pm, Friday - Saturday 7:15pm,

‘ Sunday 6pm & Monday 7:15 pm | Feast of St Rita Mass on

) Tuesday 22 May 2018 at 6pm including the Rite of Blessing of

the Roses, Bread, Oil & Procession.

For any enquiries contact Father Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

MYO Rosary Making Night
Location OLOL Hall
Date & Time 16th May - 8:10pm
Cost $5 (Rosary + tea & coffee)
Contact Mary Raffoul
RSVP is a must!

The Realist Guide to Religion and Science
by Fr Paul Robinson

Location Discussion Room, level 1, OLOL

Date Wednesday 23 May Time 8.00pm

Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435764824

The Christian Family — A Domestic Church
A Three Part Seminar presented by Sister Yara Matta, a Professor in Theology & Biblical Studies
Location The Maronite College of the Holy Family, Harris Park.
Friday 25" May 7:00-9:00pm | Saturday 26" May 10:30am — 4:00pm |
Sunday 27" May 10:00 — 11:00am | Contact Sister Kathy Sawma
0412 921 293 or Sister Cynthia Issa 0458 931 463 | All are welcome!

Walk With Christ - The Feast of Corpus Christi
Date Sunday 03 June | Location Sydney CBD |
Buses depart OLOL at 1pm & Return at 5pm
Contact For Buses Josette 0414 366 061
For Volunteering Boutros 0414 366 062

Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018
that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats reservation,
certificate and special gift. Registrations close Sunday 17 June 2018!

/;/ You are cordially invited to thi 3
> 8th Annual Gala Dinner

DATE & TIME :
Friday, 25th May 2018 at 7pm Al

VENUE
Renaissance / Grand Ball Room
3 New Street East Lidcombe

ENTERTAINMENT

Live Entertainment and a Special Performance

COST
$150 pp / $1,500 per Table of 10
Includes a 3-Course Meal, Beverages,
Tickets pre-sold

TICKET PURCHASES
Janette Haddad: jannettehaddadOl@gmail.com
Tina Salame: tinasalame@hotmail.com
John Wardan: johnwardan@gmail.com

DRESS CODE
This is a Black Tie Affair

OUR GOAL
To raise funds for a new Parish Security System

Sr Margaret’s New Book
‘The Miracle of Love. A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’
is available for purchase from the College or through the publisher
http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product id=52
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Group 1

Monday Dany Rizk 10 Yanco S5t, Merrylands 2160
Tuesday Elvira, Hawa 56 Goondah St, Vilawood 2163 |
Wednesday Joseph Mouawad 50 lan street, Greystanes
Thursday Esaaf Karam 71 Ellam Drive, Seven Hills
Friday Joanne Dahdah 296 Miller Road, Basshill 2197
Saturday Hadchit Association 13 Jamieson Street Granville
Sunday Julitte Moses 27 Harris St, Harris Park

Group 2
Monday Mirna & Nabil Abboud |66 Gregory St, Greystanes 2145
Tuesday Saide Kozah 12 Fiona Street, Woodpark 2164
Wednesday |Charlie Mejalli 48 Bungaree Rd, Toongabbie 2146
Thursday Antoun Sarkis 185 Woodville Rd Merrylands
Friday Ellan Hekeik 4 Ellis Street, Oatlands 2117

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen
Madeline George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph
(K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah
Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana
& Elaine Rahme (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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