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The Gospel

While they were talking, Jesus himself stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said
to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands
and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and

said this, he showed them h|s hands and his
feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving
and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of
grilled fish, and he took it and ate in their
presence. Then he said to them, “These are my
words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you — that everything written about me in the
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures, and he said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.

Lk 24: 36-48

“0 mother of
God, wellspring
of life, Pray for

us!”
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The Epistle

| Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to
| God for them is that they may be saved. | can testify

that they have a zeal for God, but it is not

.| enlightened. For, being ignorant of the
& righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to

establish their own, they have not submitted to

God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law

so that there may be righteousness for everyone
who believes. Moses writes concerning the
righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” But
the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who
will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word
is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is,
the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so
is saved. The Scripture says, “No one who believes in
him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. For,
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.”

Rom 10: 1-13

Prayer

Mary, wellspring of life: From your womb, the Word
took flesh. From your womb, was born the source of
the life of the world. Blessed are you among all
creatures. Through your "yes" the world was given
the chance at a new life in your Son. It was
redeemed back to the Father through the saving
death of Jesus. You were rewarded by being
assumed into heaven, bodyand soul, to be with the
Lord and from heaven, you watch over your children
and pray for them. O mother of God, wellspring of
life, Pray for us, now and the hour of our death.
Amen.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Presence Matters

Light from the Word

The Catechism

Jesus appears once again to disbelieving disciples. He comes

in a bodily form and stirs their sleeping memories.

While Jesus was living among the people, he was labelled as

the Messiah. The Jewish expectation was that a mighty
warrior would appear and lead the Israelites to victory over
their enemies. Their hope lay in Jesus. So when Jesus dies
their hopes are dashed. What is ever more surprising is not
only that he re-appears from the dead, but he does so in
ordinary appearance. Jesus doesn’t return as a warrior
Messiah. He returns as himself.

In this Gospel passage we read how Jesus convinces the
disciples it is him. He shows them his hands and feet, gets
them to touch him, he eats fish they offer him, and he
speaks assuring words to them. Same person, same
technique, same pattern.

&o what does all this mean for us? A number of things

In what sense is the Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of the
Church?

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church in the order of
grace because she gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God, the Head of

the body which is the Church. When he was dying on the cross
Jesus gave his mother to his disciple with the words, "Behold your
mother" (John 19:27).

How does the Virgin Mary help the Church?

After the Ascension of her Son, the Virgin Mary aided the
beginning of the Church with her prayers. Even after her
Assumption into heaven, she continues to intercede for her
children, to be a model of faith and charity for all, and to exercise
over them a salutary influence deriving from the superabundant
merits of Christ. The faithful see in Mary an image and an
anticipation of the resurrection that awaits them and they invoke
her as advocate, helper, benefactress and mediatrix.

actually. Firstly, why wait for death to encounter God? God
is among us now. Secondly, why wait for a God you don’t
know. The God of love you had desired is that very same
God. Finally, God is found in the ordinary, everyday
happenings of life — a touch, a word, a felt presence.

&0 open your eyes, ears and heart and look for God who is
there with you, loving you just as you are. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word Don't worry ... Be Happ
- —
Pearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, in our Maronite Church and according to our Maronite Liturgical Calendar,
we arrive at the 6th Sunday of the Resurrection. We are also two weeks away from
the Feast of Pentecost.

This Sunday’s Gospel, speaks of yet another appearance of the Risen Christ to His
disciples and yet again, we notice that the initial reaction of the Apostles is one of
fear and doubt. Given that someone who was dead is now alive, this fear and doubt
of the disciples may be said to be a normal reaction. However, these very disciples were the ones who bore witness to the fact that
Jesus is the Son of God, the saviour who had come into the world. These very disciples were first hand witnesses to the countless
miracles and healings that Jesus performed before their very eyes. It was to them that Christ, on countless occasions, foretold of His
impending suffering, death and resurrection.

In our lives, we too experience much worry, fear and doubt — especially when it comes to the divine. We pray for something and it does
not get answered, so we begin to doubt whether or not God has heard us and we begin to question His existence. Things may not go our
way or according to plan and we begin to worry and fear. Many times, even before the event or situation has reached us, we become
overly worried and excessively fearful and we begin to question the purpose of the situation or event and we fall into despair. Excess
fear and worry quickly becomes stress and anxiety as | am certain many of us have encountered at least once in our life. This is not to
say that worry, fear or doubt are bad or sinful, their excess is. Lacking fear or any kind of emotion is a sign of a lack of care or interest in
the event or situation. This leads to indifference and a care-free attitude that is unhealthy.

s with everything in life, we need the ability to strike a healthy balance, where fear and worry do not consume us nor an indifferent or
care-free attitude. We need to learn the skill of calming down and calling upon our faith in Lord. In John’s Gospel Jesus promises us that
“I will not leave you orphans” (14:18). Reading the life of the Saints, asking any priest or religious or even a member of the faithful
parishioners, there are times when everything seems bleak and obsolete with no hope in a new dawn. Despite this, they hang on to
hope, regardless of how small this hope may be, trusting that the Lord of All would deliver them.

This week most of our Parish committees resumed their activities after a small and much needed break and we welcome them back into
a new and fresh term. Yesterday, the Maronite College of the Holy Family students celebrated their First Holy Communion. | ask you to

please keep these children in your prayers so that they may grow into strong and faithful witnesses of Christ.

Father Tony Sarkis



And those who know thy name put their trust in thee, for thou, O LORD, hast

not forsaken those who seek thee. Psalm 9:10

When given this topic, | began to ask myself the question of which angle
should I approach it from. Immediately two concepts came to mind, trust
and self abandonment. When we doubt, question, lose faith or even begin
to despair, we are ultimately relying on the power of oneself rather than

God; I'll explain this in detail.

Overcoming Doubts
——

One of the characteristics of God is He is omnipotent. This word means He is

all powerful. Think about this, when you see a child in the arms of their father, there is no doubt, no fear, just complete
trust and love in the arms of their father. This echoes the line in the Gospel of Matthew "Truly, | say to you, unless you turn
and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven”. So the question | would like to put forward here is
this, what is your relationship like with God the Father? Perhaps, some of you never grew up with a father figure; maybe
you’re recently grieving the loss of your father or know someone who is journeying through this experience now. If we can
trust in our earthly father, how much more trust should we place in our Heavenly Father, the Creator of all things!

This leads me to my second point of reflection, self abandonment. Humans are finite, God is infinite. This all knowing God,
whom you believe in, knows every choice you will make! That’s the greatest bit, despite God knowing ALL the choices we
make, He still allows US to make them! As a finite creature, you don’t know the future and you’re not meant to! One must
totally empty themselves to the will of God, no matter what the road lies ahead. No one promised that being a Christian will
be a bed of roses! Times will get tough, hard, scary and unknown, however it’s at these time Jesus will whisper in our ears
“I am with you always”. You won’t hear that sweet voice of Jesus if you think you can do all things on your own, sure one
must actively strive to live a good life, however all this goodness comes from God! Acknowledge that fact, believe that fact

and live for that fact!

As we enter into the Month Of May, The MYO has plenty to
reflect on, and much more to look forward to, as we continue
Our Mission in helping each other become Disciples of Christ.

The Month of April saw our Monthly Faith Formation

Initiative - Faith on Fire, deliver yet again the opportunity to
explore and deepen our understanding of the Faith, as we, The
Youth, grow in confidence to proclaim Jesus Christ in our every
day lives. Through Reflections and Group Discussions, and with
the guidance of our Chaplain; Subdeacon Charbel Dib, we aim
to make it a place of Spiritual Growth.

We are very privileged to have had the Relics of Saint Maroun
here at our Parish. The Youth were gifted the opportunity to
celebrate 7pm Mass amongst these Relics, followed by a
heartfelt Procession as we embraced our Maronite Heritage;
one of Strong Faith and Love in Service.

What’s to come?

We look forward to seeing you for this Months Faith on Fire, on
the 22nd of May. Faith on Fire is calling you by name.

Please visit our Social Media Outlets, or see one of the familiar
Executive Youth members, for more information so that you
stay updated on all our Social, Spiritual & Charitable events!

The Season of The Resurrection is the perfect time to Pray, Oh
Lord, that we may continue to find Joy in participating in the
Life and Mission of The Church.

Peace of Christ be in your Hearts.
Roy Farah

Tony Matttar

Come Alive

This week at Come Alive we discussed
in depth the power of our words and
how, if used incorrectly, we can cause
so many problems with them.

We started off the session with our
leaders acting out a funny but
meaningful skit showing us an
example of how our words can
destroy peoples self esteem and even
untrue rumours to spread.

Feove ALIVEf
PhotoGrid

We then had a talk given by Josette that led in depth about the use of
profanity in our daily lives and how it can cause such destruction to us
and the people around us. She then explained to us about prudence
and that there are many ways to help stop the destruction that gossip
and profanity cause in our lives.

After our discussion groups we then ended on a high note with
everyone in the room writing affirmations for one another.

Thank you to all the leaders and teens that attended the session.

1ll leave you with this simple yet effective quote from St Francis:
"Preach the Gospel always. And if necessary, use words".

Please follow us on Instagram or FB to get updates on our events or
message AJ to receive text message updates.
George Azar
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TAFE NSW N COLLABORATION WITH OLOL MEDIA COMMITTEE Beginners (Omputer course LI MITE PL A E
H OFFERS YOU
TAFE: When: Tuesdays, starting 1/5/2018 DPLACES

~Western Time : 10pm- 2pm AVAILABLE
Sydney— Where: OLOL Youth Center
Institute This course s sutabl foreveryone " 0400400405

=0sloyolenon who would like to learn how to use
© edéa COMPUTER (0U RSE acomputer. All ages are welcome. B media@ololorgau
Committee -

(7 Weeks Course)

4000000000000

Interested in becoming patt of

W / . BENJAMIN KHOURY the
a ('(C/ T Jron I( Locd { L Community Business Network

Page?

Solicitors & Attorneys serving
A [{//{}(‘(,[{ f['(/L/[ 5 the Maronite Church and its community since 1972. For $500 ONLY you can pro-

mote your business for the whole
@ Wills & Estates ‘

— www.benjaminkhoury.com.au month.

(Australia and Lebanon)

® Property & Commercial bk@benjaminkhoury.com.au F or ﬁlrth er detaﬂs
9635 6615 ‘ [NFO@SBTR‘COM,AU ® Litigation & Dispute Resolution (02) 9232 3433 4 .
o Family Law 8/64 Castlereagh St Email: media@olol.org.au or

iminal Law Sydney NSW 2000. ~
SR Ty Contact us on (02) 8898 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS @M\Z\ AP Y
Sunday 6 May: 6" Sunday of Resurrection ALl e (pe (pwdbead) aa¥ : L1 T aal
9:30am 40 Day Samia Adib Touma from Fouwara — ag) gl 5 lsll e Lagi cudl Lol dagayall cypmnf Q5
Elchouf wife of William Moussa from Sebel ) o dm ] u
11:00am One Year Paul Morched Raad from Braissat A A i
5:00pm One Year Yola Sahyoun wife of Joseph Manassa Slappll e 32y 2850 Js2 psasell sl V20

from Kfarfou S e e Capysa dang) O signa Y dagayall Al 04

Monday 7 May Y Cuiy)

6:00pm Youssef Saiid Saad from Wadi Qannoubine and SB5ia) Ul s Gmsi gals e s da Caugy agagall Tre
living in Bhabouch (ol

Tuesday 8 May: SUEA s A

11:30am Mass for the intentions of Mothers for the

Feast of Mother’s Day followed by a Lunch in dst (B st oY) e dauliay Dlgal) 4 «.sk AL IR
the Cathedral’s Hall Al
Wednesday 9 May o o j 8 lay )
7:00pm All the livings and Departed of Bazoun Osey bl Glgaly el 4 el Vias

derall (pasad : L V0 asadd)
Thursday 10 May: Ascension Thursday tlae Tre s dalia Azge Vv caludadl

Masses held at 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

A e — AalEl fa) e pobead) aa¥) U VY aal)
Sunday 13 May: 7" Sunday of Resurrection — Mother’s Day danaad Bl Vien
7:00am Rosary Prayer

ehiad) ysels Aplidl COUally mpally Al A e Luld Az s

8:00am Mass for the intentions of sinners and the sick Lakli s

for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima
11:00am One Year Gebrael Sarkis Boumina from GURLE) (e Bse 52 O i el Al 002

Announcements

Date: Tuesday 8 May
Mass: 11am Lunch: 12:30 PM
Cost: $60
Location: Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral hall
Booking: Contact the Parish Office 96892899

Novena & Feast of Saint Rita
| From 13 May 2018 — 21 May 2018 | The Novena will be said at the g /
following times: Sunday 6pm Monday & Tuesday 7:15pm, Wednesday | = = = /// :
§ & Thursday 8pm, Friday - Saturday 7:15pm, Sunday 6pm & Monday ‘?/;/ You are cordially |"§ii;d to
7:15 pm | Feast of St Rita Mass on Tuesday 22 May 2018 at 6pm e 8th Annual Gala Dinner

including the Rite of Blessing of the Roses, Bread, Oil & Procession.

: DATE & TIME \
Renewal of Marriage Vows Friday, 25th May 2018 at 7pm o y
Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018 _ VENUE 2
. . Renaissance / Grand Ball Room
that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years). 3 New Street East Lidcombe
Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats reservation,
g . . . . 1 ENTERTAINMENT
certificate and special gift. Registrations close Sunday 17 June 2018! Live Entertainment and a Special Performance
Sr Margaret’s New Book COST
. . $150 pp / $1,500 per Table of 10
The Miracle of Love. Includes a 3-Course Meal, Beverages,
. . ick -
A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’ Tickets pre:2oid
is available for purchase from the College or through the publisher TICKET PURCHASES
. 2 id= Janette Haddad: jannettehaddadOl@gmail.com

http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product id=52 Tiha Sl tinesdlmehotmelleom

This is a new, comprehensive and encouraging guide to Catholic pastoral care. John Wardan: johnwardan@gmail.com

u " " DRESS CODE
A pd) Axll) A e This is a Black Tie Affair
.t,,u&\ 138 e gl LSl Hlall SGI deadll g )d Appall Aalll Aujde aglad
o)) e Juaiyl) 5] dag ool A

To raise funds for a new Parish Security System
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Group 1
Monday May Massoud 76 Coleman Street, Merrylands 2160
Tuesday Vince Tanna 46 Boundry Street Parramatta
Wednesday Mark Makari 101 Mary Street, Merrylands 2160
Thursday Ghorra Khoury 42 Alfred St, Granville 2142
Friday Antoine Gittany 38 Kirby Street, Rydelmere 2116
Saturday Heaven on Earth [56A Redbank Rd, Northmead 2152
Group 2
Monday Betty Wehbe 96 Macarthur Street, Parramatta
Tuesday Janette Haddad 104 Priam Street, Chester Hill 2162
Wednesday Marie Succar 9 Station Street Guilddford
Thursday Faraj Baissari 19 Otto Street Merrylands
Friday Evelyn Haouchab |10 Barcom Street, Merrylands 2160 .

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Antoun Azar (B) Shirley Boutros, Zekra & Boutros Said el Boustani, Tannous Toufic Bou
/ Daher, Gabriella Rebecca Bazani, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George,
Colleen Madeline George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul
Haddad & Son Joseph (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Linda, Boutros, Ibrahim & Layla Khdeir, Shirley Ann Khoury (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa (M) Therese
Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of
Moses Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Rouhana &
Elaine Rahme (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan (T) (U) (V)
Mario Vitali (W) Berbara & Jamil Wehbe (Y) (2)
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