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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 29 April 2018
The Gospel

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

A second time he said to him, “Simon son
of John, do you love me?” He said to him,
“Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to
him the third time, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, |
tell you, when you were younger, you used
to fasten your own belt and to go wherever
you wished. But when you grow old, you
will stretch out your hands, and someone
else will fasten a belt around you and take
you where you do not wish to go.”

(He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God). After this he
said to him, “Follow me.”

Jn 21: 15-19

Fifth Sunday of the Resurrection

Next Sunday’s Readings

Rom 10: 1-13
Lk 24: 36-48

Not all of us
can do great
things. But
we can do
small things
with great

love

St Teresa of Calcutta

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in
which you once lived, following the course of this

= world, following the ruler of the power of the air,
¥ the spirit that is now at work among those who are

disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the

g passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh

and senses, and we were by nature children of
wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us
even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ — by grace you
have been saved — and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly placesin Christ
Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward
us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God — not the result of works, so that no
one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Eph 2: 1-10
Prayer

Lord, you know how much | love you
despite the many times | deny and reject
you. | may not be called like St Peter, to
feed your sheep, but you have called me

through my baptism, to love my neighbour.
Assist me Lord to love, especially when that
love involves pain.
Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 4 May from 9:30am - Sat 5 May at 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Again And Again The Catechism

Jesus and Peter — a reunion of minds and hearts, healing and Who are the Maronites? What is the Maronite Church?
reconciliation, gifting and accepting. This Sunday’s Gospel The Maronites are those Christians who gathered around a
promises us that God never let’s go. monastery called Bet Maroun or the House of Maroun built in 452

on the Orontes River, after the Council of Chalcedon and the
request of Pope Leo. Those Christians who defended their faith in
Jesus Christ, human and divine, were called Maronites after a
hermit priest, St. Maroun, who was a great saint in that region of
Syria.

We all know Peter — eager, a lover of Jesus, disciple, leader,
but also impetuous and the one who denied Jesus. So at this
post resurrection appearance scene, Jesus comes again to
Peter, to renew the friendship they shared. Jesus sets right

what we mess up. Who is Saint Maroun?

St. Maron lived on the mountains of Cyrrhus, near Antioch, in the

Three times Jesus questions Peter. Three times Jesus 4th century AD, in the open air. God bestowed on him the gift of

commissions Peter. Each time the same question is healing, which made his fame spread in the entire region.
repeated, ‘Do you love me?’ Each time the commissioning is  st. Maron died around the year 410 AD. His disciples continued his
similar, ‘Feed my sheep.’ mission. Abraham the hermit, the apostle of Lebanon, converted

the Phoenician inhabitants of the mountains of Lebanon. Jebbet
What matters here is that Jesus does not let up. Time and Bsharre and Mnaytra adopted Christianity. The Phoenician pagans
time again he bursts onto the scene. Time and time again he became Maronite Christians.

reminds us of his love for us. Time and time again Jesus
forgives us and draws us closer. Jesus does not give up on us.
He comes, he stays, he waits, until we love him again, until
we follow him again, until we know and accept his love.

&o come Jesus, anytime and anywhere, wherever we are,
and remind us one thousand times and more how much you
love us and much we truly and deeply are in love with you.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Pearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This week in our Maronite Church, we celebrate the 5th Sunday in the Season of the Glorious
Resurrection. The Gospel this Sunday is the well-known love encounter between Christ and Peter.

We are truly blessed for the love we have and encounter. We are blessed for the love we have towards
God and God towards us; we are blessed for the love we have towards our Church and the Church
towards her people and we are blessed for the love we have towards others and the love of others
towards us. Experiencing reciprocal love is a blessing and a grace and there are often times where we do
not appreciate nor show appreciation for this love.

In the Gospel account according to St John, we hear Jesus asking Simon Peter “Do you love me?” Jesus
asks this question three times. This thrice repetition of the question not only counteracts Peter’s thrice
denial of the Lord and Saviour, it is also repeated for the sake of emphasis. Three times the question is
asked to show and highlight the great importance of love. Three times it is asked to show that above all
other virtues, love is the greatest. This is also echoed in the First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
where it is stated that one can possess all gifts and talents but without love, these gifts and talents are useless.

s guardians and trustees of the Good News, we, the faithful children of God both clergy and the faithful, are responsible for the
protection and defence of this love. Moreover, we are called to live this love daily and to share this love with others.

Over this blessed weekend, we were honoured and blessed to have amongst us a witness to this love. St Maroun’s love of God was so
great that it showed in his everyday encounters and interactions. St Maroun’s love towards the Church was that intense that it led him
and many others to die in its defence and for its protection. St Maroun’s love toward his fellow brothers and sisters was so strong that a
people of faith were named after him (Maronites) and these people still stand strong like the Cedars of Lebanon. An exemplary teacher
of love, the relics of St Maroun, which date over 1600 years old, are a true and credible witness to this noble virtue.

The upcoming month of May known in the Church as the Month of Mary, is also a witness to love and its importance in the life of the
believer. The Mother of God lived her love silently, conscious of not taking away the glory from her Son who loved until death.

s you may all be aware, for the very first time in history, people of Lebanese descent who live outside Lebanon and have registered
with the Lebanese consulate are now legible to vote. We ask the Lord of Peace and Security to ensure the
success of this day. We also pray for peace in the Middle East and especially in Lebanon, through the intercession of St Maroun,
St Charbel, St Rafga and St Nehmetallah with the blessed men and women of Faith. Amen
Father Tony Sarkis



Saint Maroun’s Relics History

The Theme of our History: Being Totally Focused on God

8t Maroun, achieved something no one had ever done before him: he converted the people of the Syrian
countryside to Christianity.

From the fact that St John Chrysostom wrote to St Maroun a letter in Greek, we can infer from his name
(which means "Little Lord" in Syriac) that St Maroun was a bridge between the Christianity of the
Greek-speaking metropolis of Antioch, and the Syriac-speaking countryside. We know that St Maroun became
a hermit, and almost, certainly a priest, who at some time moved to the hills of Syria, not too far from Antioch,
where he lived on a hillside. He exorcised a pagan temple, making it a church, sometime in the fourth century
after the birth of Our Lord. It is thought that he had died by the year 423. His disciple, Abraham the hermit,
known as "the apostle of Lebanon", converted many of the Phoenician inhabitants of the mountains of
Lebanon.

What is the Maronite Church?

€ven the Christians of Lebanon who had been converted by St Abraham or other disciples were not known as
"Maronites". Not yet. St Maroun did not establish the Maronite Church! Rather, he founded a movement of evangelisation which spread through areas
of Syria and Lebanon. The people thought of themselves as just being the Christians in that part of the world who kept the faith as taught at Chalcedon.
It is not clear when they began to be called "Melkites", meaning only that they followed the same faith as the king or Malek of Constantinople.

St Yuhanna (John) Maroun

The monks continued at Beit Maroun, but it was not easy to live as true-believing Christians under the Patriarch of Antioch, for the Patriarch was often
a Monophysisme (meaning that he rejected the Council of Chalcedon). In about 685, the monks of the monastery of Beit Maroun were suffering
intolerably, they decided it was necessary to appoint their own Patriarch. The Patriarch they elected was St. Yuhanna (John) Maroun, who thus became
the first Patriarch of the Maronite Church. He was known as the "Warrior Saint", because after the Emperor Justinian Il (669-711) had sent his army to
destroy the monastery of Bayt Maroun, and pushed on into Lebanon, St Yuhanna commanded the men who defeated the Imperial army at Amyoun.
Maronite Church in Australia.

The first Lebanese had probably arrived in australia by 1850. Around 1888, some people from Kfarsghab who had just arrived in Broken Hill, heard the
Town Hall clock tolling at midnight mistaking the chimes for church bells, they sought the church. When they saw a policeman they made the sign of
the cross, and were taken to the local parish priest. Maronite priests from Lebanon came regularly as visitors to celebrate the Divine Liturgy, It became
clear that more Maronite churches were needed, and with them, a Maronite bishop to establish an Eparchy (or diocese). In Melbourne, the laity
appealed to Lebanon, and in November 1955 Fr Paul El-Khoury arrived. Our Lady of Lebanon, Carlton Victoria was consecrated. In Sydney, under
Monsignor Ziade, who was at St Maroun's from 1963-1973, the church premises at Redfern were expanded to supply a greater range of services for the
faithful. The Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family arrived in 1968, and the building of Our Lady of Lebanon Church, Harris Park, began. In 1972, the
Maronite Order of Monks arrived. The first Divine Liturgy to be celebrated in their new church, St Charbel's, Punchbowl, was midnight Mass at
Christmas. In 1973, the first bishop, Archbishop Abdo Khalife, arrived to establish the Eparchy under the name of "St Maroun's. In 1991, Bishop Joseph
Hitti became the new Bishop of the Maronite Eparchy of Australia. In 2002, Bishop Ad Abikaram was installed. On 17 April 2013, Pope Francis
announced the appointment of Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay as the Fourth Maronite Bishop of Australia.

Beit Maroun

This building is located at 105 The Boulevard, Strathfield and was designed by the famous Architect Walter Burley Griffin, and purchased in 1984. It was
named 'Beit Maroun' by the late Archbishop Abdo Khalife. It has a central role in the Eparchy, as the residence of the Maronite Bishop of Australia and
the meeting place for all Maronites.

Family Committee

Teens Corner

Annual Picnic 2018

Qur Lady of Lebanon’s
Annual Parish Family Picnic, held
on the 15th April at Campbell St &
Reserve, Guildford, proved to be &
a hit with both young and old.
There were special appearances K&z
from our very own Bishop, his E
Excellency Antoine- Charbel

Tarabay who was also joined by . . .
our Parish Dean, Father Tony Sarkis and Father Danny also engaged in Another special event coming up is our year 7-9 mothers day

the fun. event on the 12th of May. This is a special event for our teens
and their mothers. More information to come soon.

2 Term 2 is already among us and what a term we have coming
up.

What a great way to have kicked off the busy term with the
visitation of the relics of St Maroun.

Everyone enjoyed a relaxed family orientated day and a free sausage
sizzle with some parishioners also adding their unique touch with
additions of meat, chicken and potatoes to the bbg. There wassome  As the term continues there will be many exciting topics for all

Gt e S SIEs e Cily adde(,j >ome OSE]HE #0 Ui the teens to learn about our amazing Maronite faith. Our goal
event and the unexpected appearance of the ‘Tuble’ helped elevate

the event and the fun... there’s nothing like a Lebanese Picnic. for these teens is to help them and guide them to reaching our

) o o goal in heaven...
The day also included activities and games for all ages with His
Excellency and Father Tony spurring on the teams which made it
competitive and enjoyable! After one term already there has been much growth by many of
The highlight of the day was a Question and Answer session in which the teens both in maturity and spirituality.
the children, teens and adults asked our Bishop and Father Tony any

questions on any topic. There were some very interesting questions to Lastly on behalf of all the teens leaders I'd like to say thank you

which the Bishop and Father Tony willingly and unreservedly answered . . .
all questions put to them. It was a very special and humbling moment. to all the parents who give us their support and entrust their
young men and women to our care.

We look forward to the next Parish Picnic and thank you for your
attendance, participation and the great positive feedback we received

e £l Wi ECrelEs] God bless you all and Have a blessed weekend.
Please now save the date for the next Family Committee event, the Christ has risen ... He has truly risen.
Renewal of Vows — 1st July 2018. Joseph Khoury

Joanne Habib
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Parish Camera

TAFE NSW IN COLLABORATION WITH OLOL MEDIA COMMITTEE Beginners computer course
2 QFFERS YOU
TAFE: When: Tuesdays, starting 1/5/2018 LIMITED PLACES

~Western Time : 10pm - 2pm AVAILABLE
Sydney— Where: OLOL Youth Center
Institute This course s suitable for everyone ¥ 0400400405
P who would like to learn how to use 4
¥ (0 MPUTER (0U RSE acomputer. All ages are welcome. B media@ololorgau
Commines (7 Weeks Course)

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole

ITIOch .

For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Eawma) il 28

Sunday 29 April: 5t Sunday of Resurrection
9:30am One Year Chmouni Tansa Draibi widow of the late

Roumanos Elias Frangi from Hadchit
11:00am Joseph Kalim Chahine from Ardeh (died in Lebanon)

3:00pm Veneration and Reflection

5:00pm Alice Nassim Elias Ibrahim widow of the late Gerges
Jebrine Youssef Yaacoub from Karm El Mohr

7:00pm Concluding Mass celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed by
Lebanese Cultural Night & food

Tuesday 1 May: St Joseph the Worker
6:00pm Thouraya Lebnan Manassa from Blouza widow of the late
Joseph Manassa from Ghosta (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 2 May

5:30pm Hassibeh Bakhos Chehadeh from Hadchit widow of
the late Ibrahim Nkoula Radi from Gebrael — Akkar
(died in Lebanon)

Saturday 5 May

10:30am Maronite College of the Holy Family — First Holy
Communion (Group 1)

3:00pm Maronite College of the Holy Family — First Holy
Communion (Group 2)

6:00pm One Year Abboud Youssef Abboud from Tleil — Akkar

Sunday 6 May: 6" Sunday of Resurrection
9:30am 40 Day Samia Adib Touma from Fouwara — Elchouf
wife of William Moussa from Sebel

11:00am One Year Paul Morched Raad from Braissat

5:00pm One Year Yola Sahyoun wife of Joseph Manassa
from Kfarfou
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Announcements

Date: Tuesday 8 May
Mass: 11am Lunch: 12:30 PM
Cost: $60
Location: Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral hall
Booking: Contact the Parish Office 96892899

Youth Trivia Night
Date: Sunday 6th May | Time: 8pm (after Youth Mass)
Location: CYPC Level 1 - Recreation Room | Entry Cost: $20pp
The night will include trivia questions, food, drinks and lots of laughs.

Novena & Feast of Saint Rita
From 13 May 2018 — 21 May 2018 | The Novena will be said at the following times:
Sunday 6pm Monday & Tuesday 7:15pm, Wednesday & Thursday 8pm, Friday - Saturday 7:15pm, Sunday 6pm & Monday 7:15 pm
Feast of St Rita Mass on Tuesday 22 May 2018 at 6pm including the Rite of Blessing of the Roses, Bread, Oil & Procession.
For any enquiries contact Father Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

Sr Margaret’s New Book
‘The Miracle of Love.
A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’
is available for purchase from the College or through the publisher
http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product id=52
This is a new, comprehensive and encouraging guide to Catholic pastoral
care.

Details to follow

Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018
that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats reservation,
certificate and special gift. Registrations close Sunday 17 June 2018!
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Group 1
Tuesday 1 Adel Eldarjani 15 Churchill Street, Guildford 2161
Wednesday 2 |Margueritte Atieh {25 The Avenue, Granville 2142

Thursday 3 Farah Younes 207 Robertson Street, Guildford 2161
Friday 4 Samira Khoury |42 Henry St, Guildford 2161 "

Group 2
Tuesday 1 Hala Younes 33 Lough Avenue, Guildford 2161
Wednesday 2 |Jackie Sleiman  |33A Rosebery Road, Guildford 2161

Thursday 3 Charbel Tannous {11 Norman Street, Merrylands 2160 .

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B)Shirley Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen
| George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi
Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony
Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph,
Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan (T) (U) (V)
(W) (Y) (2)
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