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Sunday 15 April 2018 www.olol.org.au
The Gospel Third Sunday of the Resurrection The Epistle

Now on that same day two of them were going to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,
and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. While they were talking and discussing,
Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their
eyes were kept from recognising him. And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other while
you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one
of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have taken place there in these days?” He
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the people, and how ¢
our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be N
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the
\\ dead, a descendant of David — that is my
|| gospel, for which | suffer hardship, even to
| the point of being chained like a criminal.

1 But the word of God is not chained.

4 Therefore | endure everything for the sake

1 =
e |

Next Sunday’s Readings | of the elect, so that they may also obtain

the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with

took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They Heb 13: 18-25 t | ol Th L If h
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did Jn21:1-14 eternal glory. e saying is sure: It we have

not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he
was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they
did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish What Would . . L
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the we deny h'm' he will also deny us; if we are
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the happen to us faithless. he remains faithful — for he

7’

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, - - .
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the lf GOd dld cannot deny himself.
Scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going,

he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged nOt always
him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost .
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to glve us the Prayer
stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our Start over
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the Scriptures to us?”

died with him, we will also live with him; if

we endure, we will also reign with him; if

2Tim 2:8-13

chance to Like the disciples at Emmaus, we offer what
we have. They offered their company, their

table, their bread. We invite you to be with

That same hour they got up and returned to agaln? .
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their us as we offer you our love and devotion.
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” May our eyes be opened to your holy
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how .
he had been made known to them in the breaking of the POpe Francis presence, now and always.
bread.

Lk 24:13-35 Amen.
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Light from the Word

The Catechism

This world is passing and our death will release us into
eternal union with God. Yet God is with us now, if we could
only see.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, the resurrected Jesus travels with
two disciples on the road to Emmaus, yet he remains
unrecognised. However, despite not knowing who he is, the
two disciples enjoy his company, desire to spend more time
with him, and their hearts burn within them, at his words.
Finally, after a long day’s journey they come to recognise
Jesus. And so it is with many of us.

We are seeking or maybe not even seeking God. Maybe we
are just lost or unsatisfied with life as the two travelling to
Emmaus were. In whatever circumstances we find ourselves,
the Gospel passage is very clear — God walks with us,
recognised or not.

The two disciples find peace of mind in friendship,
conversation, hospitality and sharing a meal. Jesus was
present in all those occasions — albeit unrecognised. We are
called to enjoy the graciousness of life and if we appreciate
what we are given, if we pause to listen, if we are open to

what is happening around us, we will find joy and peace. And

if we persist in pursuing what is noble and good, honest and
compassionate, we may finally catch a glimpse of God.

Qod is here, with us, in the details. God is at our side. God’s
blessings are poured on us. So wake up and rejoice that God
lives among us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

How does the Lord Jesus now reign?

As the Lord of the cosmos and of history, the Head of his
Church, the glorified Christ mysteriously remains on earth
where his kingdom is already present in seed and in its
beginning in the Church. One day he will return in glory but
we do not know the time. Because of this we live in watchful
anticipation, praying "Come, Lord" (Revelation 22:20).

How will Christ judge the living and the dead?

Christ will judge with the power he has gained as the
Redeemer of the world who came to bring salvation to all.
The secrets of hearts will be brought to light as well as the

conduct of each one toward God and toward his neighbour.

Everyone, according to how he has lived, will either be filled

with life or damned for eternity. In this way, "the fullness of

Christ" (Ephesians 4:13) will come about in which "God will
be all in all" (1 Corinthians 15:28).

f—

JESU 5 REIGNS

The Servant’s Word Discovering Jesus

Pearest brothers and sisters,

We continue to encounter Jesus through his post-resurrection appearances
and this week we encounter him with the two disciples on their way to
Emmaus. One of the most beautiful Gospel accounts, the Emmaus story calls
us to really examine our relationship with Jesus. We need to ask ourselves:
“do we know Jesus?” This question reminds me of a very famous Lebanese
saying: “Do you know him...he said yes! But have you had a relationship with |
him...he said no!” Therefore if one has not had a relationship with the other,
then how can they truly know them? This is the same with Jesus.

In this week’s Gospel, Saint Luke allows us to discover Jesus with the two

disciples. They did not know who he was to begin with, yet, the more they

got to know him, the more they wanted him to stay with them. In spite of their confusion and fear, Jesus’ presence brought
them peace and security. The real Epiphany however did not take place until the end when they discovered him in the
Eucharist. When we spend time with Jesus, this also brings us peace and security. Many times in our lives we lose hope and
feel helpless because of the crosses that we carry. However time with Jesus brings into our lives the light of his Resurrection
which dispels the sorrow, pain and guilt and removes the darkness. We have the opportunity to discover Jesus every day
through our daily Masses and through Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Thursday night at 8.00pm.

Now that the peak of the Season of the Resurrection has gone, | have had a little time to resume my spiritual reading on
Mercy and the Saints. This week I’'ve discovered Saint John Bosco or Don Bosco as he is commonly known. Don Bosco was a
pioneer in establishing education structures that were based on preventive systems in Italy. He had the gift of combining
the severity of reprimand and discipline with the sweetness of a smile. Here again the two notions of justice and mercy go
hand in hand exemplifying the just and merciful God. Don Bosco lived and died by an oath that he made to his students:

“| promised God that until my last breath | will have lived for my poor young people. | study for you. | work for you. | am
also ready to give my life for you. Take note that whatever | am; | have been so entirely for you, day and night, morning and
evening, at every moment.” Doesn’t this remind us of Jesus and the two disciples on the trip to Emmaus? It is as if Jesus is
speaking to us through this oath as he does through all the Saints. Let us all make some time in our busy lives to discover
Jesus! It is only then will we discover the peace and security that we are yearning for.

Father Tony Sarkis



A Heart Slow To Believe

Who among us doesn’t go through ups and downs throughout his life? Who doesn’t
feel sometimes as though God has neglected him? Everyone does so, even Saints did.

Does God really abandon us, leaving us alone in the battle field? Does He really let us
endure hardships without His intervention? It may feel like He neglects us, but if we
are to listen to our heart, we would know that God is our Father, who never leaves
His children alone even when they feel so due to their weakness, after all, we are
humans.

Throughout my journey, | have always felt a power bigger than mine accompanying
me in good and bad. | have felt His presence in happiness and sorrow however,

| have never stopped doubting Him. | learnt many lessons, | came to understand
many things that | have never been able to grasp on my own and | could see how God transforms even the worst situations
into the good and salvation of His child... myself. Yet, | continued to doubt Him.

When everything is working perfectly for us, we tend to forget God and most of the times, we put Him aside. And what
does He do? He remains silent.

But when something goes wrong, we turn with anger to Him blaming and accusing Him. We menace Him that If He doesn’t
fix our problems, we are going to leave Him and His Church. And what does He do? He remains silent. God’s silence is a sign
of an abundant love and mercy. It is a sign of our sonship and a calling for us to wake up from our selfishness, arrogance
and anger. God’s silence is the biggest lesson | came to understand and | endeavour to understand more and more every
day. In this silence, | could see my mistakes, my weaknesses and | could ask for a genuine help coming from a son’s heart to
his Father.

Understanding God’s silence helped me see also Jesus’ works in my life and work on resolving many issues that are standing
in between my surrender to His will and my ways. Understanding and believing in the Fatherhood of God, helped me more
to recognise Jesus’ work in my life through the Cross | bear and most importantly, through the people | meet.

Angelo Hedwan

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to

( [ i Easter is such a beautiful and special time and we hope that it has
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” — Mark 10:45

brought you all the renewal of faith, new beginnings and lots of love
What does it mean to serve? and happiness.

Often when we hear that word we think of a teenager working  The Heaven on Earth team spent Easter Monday bringing hope and

ir:(;\:lecDSoer;?/!Ses'c;ikki)r;gdzlij‘irnzrddaegs’.’tuz\gs;gg gfrqu]gfpr;ag lot joy to patients at Cumberland Hospital. Most of these patients suffer

P from mental illnesses and many of them do not have any family or
friends that come to visit them. Lunch was provided and we spent

The Youth presence within our community has always been some time listening and talking to them, dancing and singing with

one to marvel. They serve our Parish with such love, passion them. They were all so overwhelmed and the joy we brought to them

and dedication. Holy Thursday, Great Friday and Easter Sunday
was an amazing testament to this as many of our Youth
members had given up spending time with their families to
serve our Church. We should all take the time out to make someone’s day, perhaps visit

a neighbour or a family member you haven’t seen in a while. Such a

. . LG ... small act of kindness is all it takes to brighten up someone’s day, lift
Though we did not win the overall day, we did win in our Spirit, o
in our Service and in Tug-o-war. Our volunteers came in their spirits and make them feel that someone really does care.

magnitudes as we not only assisted in our regular duties for the God bless.

day, but we assisted in roles such as logistics, catering, point Josephine Albayeh
scoring and BBQ cooking. Seeing our Youth’s willingness to
assist and to serve the community made me proud to be a part
of such a dynamic and robust Parish and Youth.

was absolutely priceless.

This was replicated once again during Maronite Sports Day.

Coming into the first Australian Maronite Diocesan Assembly
we as a Youth look forward to see how we can serve in the
edification of our Church essentially strengthening our
community. The aim of the Assembly is to come together as
one, and as ONE we are called to serve the Church.

“The service of God is not a burden, but an honour: so far from
branding us with the mark of slavery, it wipes it away.” — Saint
Peter Chrysologus.

Joanne Elias



Parish Camera

Proud To Be Maronite - Maronite Diocesan Assembly

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.otg.au or
Contact us on (02) 8398 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

gsma) il 28

Sunday 15 April: 3™ Sunday of Resurrection
11:00am 40 Day Nakieh Bakhos Draibi widow of the late
Khalil Rimond Baissari from Hadchit

Thursday 19 April
6:00pm Joseph Gerges Saad Hadidi from Ardeh
(died in Lebanon)

Friday 20 April:
6:00pm 40 Day Tannous (Anthony) Shoumar from Kfarsghab

Saturday 21 April:
6:00pm All Livings and Departed of Zgharteghrine offered by
St Georges Association

Sunday 22 April: 4" Sunday of Resurrection

9:30am 40 Day Gabriella Marie Jim Wehbe from Blouza

11:00am One Year Chekrieh Kizana from Hadchit widow of
the late George Daoud from Ryak

5:00pm One Year Suzan Hayek widow of the late Chafic
Hanna from Hadath El Jebbeh
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Announcements

Date: Tuesday 8 May
Mass: 11am Lunch: 12:30 PM
Cost: S60
Location: Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral hall
Booking: Contact the Parish Office 96892899
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Youth Trivia Night
Date: Sunday 29th April | Time: 8pm (after Youth Mass)
Location: CYPC Level 1 - Recreation Room | Entry Cost: $20pp

Sr Margaret’s New Book
‘The Miracle of Love. A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’
is available for purchase from the College or through the
publisher http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product_id=52
This is a new, comprehensive and encouraging guide
to Catholic pastoral care.

The night will include trivia questions, food, drinks and lots of laughs.

Seniors’ Day Out
Date: Thursday 26th April | Time: 8.30am - 5pm
Location: St Nemetallah el Hardini | Entry Cost: $50 pp
Contact: Samia 0414807410 or the Parish Office 96892899

Have you got the experience to build and operate your own
Childcare Centre at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral?
With a pending DA for up to 75 children in the old Parish Offices (below
Church Hall), we are seeking the best candidate to construct and operate
a quality Childcare Centre that will complement our busy, vibrant and
dynamic Parish. If you are interested in leasing the facility, please send us

an email expressing your interest to stewardship@olol.org.au

Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018
that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats reservation,
certificate and special gift. Registrations close Sunday 17 June 2018!

FAMII.V/%
DIVINE WORD
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Detalsto folow

JTo ! FAMILY OF THE DIVINE WORD OLOL

2018 LEADERSHIP
ELECTIU@S ) - " Visit of the relics of
o Bon) S Saint Maroun to our Parish
duaY) dolSUl dlslal .
gy Between 27 and 29 of April

:30pm The Seniors Room
Our Lady of Lebanon Cathe

| Rengar Parish E

Program to be announced shortly 5

N\

vents / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l ouall aal lias) dngs el gpegand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
AedY) A Alile
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) Shirley Boutros (C) (D) Youssef Habib Daher (E) Matthew Essey, Sarkis Elia (F) (G) Colleen
Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad (1)
(J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Linda, Boutros, Ibrahim & Layla Khdeir (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun,
Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi
Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef
Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan, Fouad Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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