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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 8 April 2018
The Gospel

A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thomas: “Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him:
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written
so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his
name.

Jn 20: 26-31

Prayer

My Lord and my God,
Your loving sacrifice has gained for us
eternal Life and renewed hope.

On this New Sunday we call upon Your
Divine Mercy, which is poured out in
abundance to all mankind, and we ask you
Lord: have mercy on us,
and on the whole world.

Amen.

New Sunday & Feast of Divine Mercy

Next Sunday’s Readings

2Tim 2: 8-13
Lk 24: 13-35

My past,
O Lord,
to your
Mercy;
my present,
to your Love;
my future, to
your
Providence

St Padre Pio

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we
try to persuade others; but we ourselves
are well known to God, and | hope that we
are also well known to your consciences.
We are not commending ourselves to you
again, but giving you an opportunity to
boast about us, so that you may be able to
answer those who boast in outward
appearance and not in the heart. For if we
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are
in our right mind, it is for you. For the love
of Christ urges us on, because we are
convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. And he died for all,
so that those who live might live no longer
for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one
from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way.
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new!

All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors
for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

2Cor5:11-21

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




d Peace in the knowledge of Jesus

Light from the Wor

The Catechism

In this Season of the Resurrection we have an appearance of
Jesus in the Upper room. There are two points to consider
from this Gospel passage.

The first point to reflect on is peace. When Jesus comes to
the disciples the door was shut. Jesus enters and says,
‘Peace be with you’ (v26). Jesus then spends time convincing
Thomas he is really present. This passage hints at the
struggle we go through to attain peace. All too often our
hearts are closed, we shut ourselves off from any hope and
we think better things aren’t possible. Yet Jesus insists peace
is ours and offers that inner peace eve when everything is
set against it. What the resurrected Jesus has come to tell us
is that despite our fears and sorrows, our doubts and
struggles, peace can be ours. For peace is greater than any
predicament or circumstance. Peace is already ours and is
always ours and from this deep centre we should live from.
It is from our inner peace in Christ that our decisions and
character should emanate.

Secondly this passage ends by telling us that ‘Jesus did many
other signs’ (v30) ‘But these are written so that you may
come to believe’ (v31). What stories we have in the Gospels
on the life of Jesus is enough to inspire us. So for those who
lack faith or question or do not know, the best recourse to
experiencing Jesus is the written word of the Gospel. Maybe
now is the time for each of us to pick up the Holy Bible and
fall in love with Jesus once again. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Pearest brothers and sisters in the Risen Christ,

With great rejoicing our Church has entered into a new Season, the Season of the Glorious
Resurrection after our Lord and Saviour who was beaten, crucified and killed, rose on the

third day.

This Sunday we arrive at what is known in our Maronite Church as the New Sunday. Many
may ask why do we call it by such a title. Firstly, it is new because Jesus who rose on a
Sunday makes Sunday the important day of the week. It transfers the new followers from
worship on the Sabbath or Saturday to Sunday. Secondly, it is called “new” because there is
no longer a commandment nor a decree for worship on a Sunday, all that is decreed is that
Christ rose on this day and every Sunday thereafter, we see Jesus appearing to His disciples
and others. Therefore, in the early Church every Sunday became a meeting with the Risen
Christ and His faithful people through the breaking of bread and drinking of the cup, done
in memory of Christ. Keeping with this Sacred Tradition, the Church today celebrates its
holy day of worship on a Sunday, where Christ appears to the faithful people through His

Body and Blood.

What is the condition of the risen body of Jesus?
The Resurrection of Christ was not a return to earthly life.
His risen body is that which was crucified and bears the
marks of his passion. However it also participates in the
divine life, with the characteristics of a glorified body.
Because of this the risen Jesus was utterly free to
appear to his disciples how and where he wished and
under various aspects.

How is the Resurrection the work of the Most Holy Trinity?
The Resurrection of Christ is a transcendent work of God.
The three Persons act together according to what is proper
to them: the Father manifests his power; the Son
"takes again" the life which he freely offered (John 10:17),
reuniting his soul and his body which the Spirit bring to life
and glorifies.

Puring this Season of the Glorious Resurrection you will notice that the Clergy do not bow at the time of the Epiclesis or
calling down of the Holy Spirit. This is because the Church with its Priests continues to the celebrate the Rising of Christ
from the dead. This will conclude at the Feast of Pentecost, celebrated 50 days after the Resurrection.

fter a much anticipated waited, | am excited to announce that the relics of our Father, St Maroun will be visiting our
blessed Co-Cathedral on the 27th, 28th and 29th April. This is a joyous occasion and a great opportunity to return back to
our identity and heritage and to pray for St Maroun’s intercession.

Furthermore, from Thursday to Saturday our Parish will be hosting the first ever Australian Maronite Assembly. This is a
great honour and blessing for our Parish as there will be Maronites from all over Australia participating in this event as well
as other distinguished members of the Australian community. | invite all of you to attend the opening Mass, on Thursday
12 April, celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay at 7pm.

| pray that you all have a blessed and fruitful week ahead. Christ is Risen! He is truly Risen!

Father Tony Sarkis
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On Good Friday, | saw you carry your heavy Cross to Golgotha. | witnessed your bruised and battered
body and the trail of blood that you left behind as you walked. | saw the soldiers hammer the nails into
your hands and feet to the Cross. | saw them give you vinegar to drink when you cried out “I thirst!” |
witnessed your mother, tears streaming down her face and poor John trying to console her. | saw my
sins hanging upon the wood to which you hung. | heard you cry out “It is finished!” and your head tilt
and your life leave you. | saw the soldier pierce your side and | saw the blood and water pour out from
that wound. | saw the brightness of the sun hide behind the darkness of the clouds. | saw them take
you off the Cross and place you in your sorrowful mother’s arms. | saw them bury you and | saw the
huge stone that was rolled over the entrance to your tomb. | waited and | watched.

A few days later, three to be exact, | saw some women rushing off with spices in their hands to anoint
your body. | saw the stone rolled away and the tomb empty. | saw the fear on the faces of the women
and the angel sitting on the stone. | saw them leave in haste with fear and excitement on their faces.

My Lord & My God

| stayed behind and | walked into your tomb. Nothing was there. You weren’t there! Empty! Questions began to run through my head:
Where were you? Who took you away and to where did they take you? Could the dead really rise again? Is it possible, even for God to

do such things?

J ran after the women and | heard them tell Peter and the others that you had been raised from the dead. | heard them say that you
were going ahead of them to Galilee and | saw the doubt upon their faces. They were thinking what | was thinking. | followed them and
| saw someone that looked like you upon the shores of the Sea. Was that really you? Or was someone imitating you?

J saw them all sitting together in the room. | noticed that the doors were all closed and the windows too. | saw you appear but how and
from where did you enter? | heard Thomas doubting your Resurrection and | was glad he felt my confusion. Then | saw you approach
him and | heard you say to him “Come, place your fingers where my wounds are!” | heard you say to him that he should believe that you
had really risen from the dead. | heard his profession of faith “MY LORD & MY GOD!!” and | wept bitterly. How could | have doubted
your power? How could | have questioned your love? There is nothing impossible with You, even my own ignorance and doubt can be
turned into faith and belief. | knelt down before you, seeking your forgiveness for such a lack of trust. Finally, I cried out with profound

faith, my ultimate confession: “MY LORD & MY GOD!”

Come Alive Corner

In our last Come Alive
lesson, we explored the
Resurrection in a different
light, simply from a factual
point of view.

The lesson began with a
Kahoot game called, Real or
Photoshopped. Teens had to
guess whether certain images
were real, or if they had been
edited or photoshopped.

Seminarian Dory Zaouk
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A Time For Family & Friends —

It’s that time — time to get together

for an afternoon of fun, food and =Y,
games. Please join us for the Family
Picnic, immediately following the
9.30 Mass, on Sunday 15th April, at
the Campbell Hill Pioneer Reserve,
Campbell Hill Road, Guildford.

It’ll be a day filled with fun
activities including Egg and Spoon
Races, Tug of War, 3-Legged Races, Soccer, Frisbee Throwing and

## 4 more. There will also be a Free Sausage Sizzle.

After this, 9 actual facts were
delivered by Sayde, which helped the Teens to see the
Resurrection from a non religious point of view. Some of which
included the Roman Seal over the tomb. If this seal was broken,
the people responsible would face death. Another interesting
one was the Real life Witness accounts. The Apostles after
Christ were all tortured and killed because of something they
believed in. The point is, no one would die for something that
was not real. So Christ must have resurrected as the Apostles
were witnesses of this.

The night ended in the church with the leaders and the teens
praying the Stations of the Cross. It was a blessing to see the
teens walking around the church and reflecting on the
suffering, Christ had endured for us all. Walking in His
footsteps.

On behalf of all the Leaders here at OLOL Maronite Flame
Teens, we would like to wish you and your families a very
happy and blessed Easter.

Christ is risen, truly He has risen!
Al Stephan

In our day to day lives, we are often caught up in the frantic nature of
our schedules, kid’s post school activities and work that we often
forget to plan for some quality time to relax and share with our family.
This is the perfect opportunity to rest easy knowing there’ll be enough
activities to keep you and the whole family entertained without the
stress of having to organise the day.

Organised by the Family Committee, the Picnic is for Our Lady of
Lebanon Parishioners and their friends, so be sure to invite your
friends and family to hang out together and enjoy being outdoors.

Our wonderful and amazing clergy will also be attending and
partaking in activities making it an enjoyable and entertaining Day for
both young and old.

By the Grace of God, we’re looking forward to seeing you all there.

All prayers are welcome and encouraged for good weather on the day.

Tony Harb



Parish Camera

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.otg.au or
Contact us on (02) 8398 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 8 April: New Sunday — Divine Mercy
11:00am 1 Year George Toufic Hayek from Bnachi
3:00pm Chaplet of Divine Mercy

5:00pm Mass for the Feast of Divine Mercy

Monday 9 April

10:30am Funeral Ramona Badwi Akkary from Kebbeh -
Tripoli widow of the late Joseph Mikhael Sara from
Darebechtar

Tuesday 10 April

6:00pm Matilda Mikhael Koura widow of the late Romanos
Barakat from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)

Friday 13 April

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of
sinners and the sick for the Centenary apparitions
of the Virgin Mary at Fatima

Saturday 14 April
6:00pm 40 Day Budwi Youssef Hanna Frome from Kfarsghab

Sunday 15 April: 3" Sunday of Resurrection
11:00am 40 Day Nakieh Bakhos Draibi widow of the late
Khalil Rimond Baissari from Hadchit

Announcements
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Date: Tuesday 8 May
Mass: 11am Lunch: 12:30 PM
Cost: $60
Location: Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral hall
Booking: Contact the Parish Office 96892899

Parish Family Picnic
Date: Sunday 15th April | Time: 11am
Location: Campbell Hill Rd Picnic Area, Guildford
Free Entry & Sausage sizzle. Day includes games & activities

Sr Margaret’s New Book
‘The Miracle of Love. A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’
is available for purchase from the College or through the
publisher http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product_id=52
This is a new, comprehensive and encouraging guide
to Catholic pastoral care.

Youth Trivia Night
Date: Sunday 29th April | Time: 8pm (after Youth Mass)
Location: CYPC Level 1 - Recreation Room | Entry Cost: $20pp
The night will include trivia questions, food, drinks and lots of laughs.

Have you got the experience to build and operate your own
Childcare Centre at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral?
With a pending DA for up to 75 children in the old Parish Offices (below
Church Hall), we are seeking the best candidate to construct and operate
a quality Childcare Centre that will complement our busy, vibrant and
dynamic Parish. If you are interested in leasing the facility, please send us

an email expressing your interest to stewardship@olol.org.au

pSaveithe Date
AnnualiParish Gala Dinner,

MAY 25

Details to follow

i

Reguiar T e / Activities

Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018
that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats reservation,
certificate and special gift. Registrations close Sunday 17 June 2018!

Visit of the relics of
Saint Maroun to our Parish
Between 27 and 29 of April
Program to be announced shortly 5

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l ouall aal lias) dngs el gpegand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
AedY) A Alile
Tuesdays at 7pm
contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Raymond Anjoul (B) Mounir El Bazouni (C) Sara Chafika (D) Diab Diby (E) Matthew Essey (F)
(G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil
Haddad, Salim Najib Habkouk & Wife Milia & Daughter Zabad, George Hawi, Tansa Hawi, Tannous Hady (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph, Kamel Antonios
Jabbour & Wife Ghorra (K) Boutros & Linda Khdeir, Ibrahim & Layla Khdeir (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef &
Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Antoine Makdissi & Son Tony,
Joseph Makdissi, Joseph Malek, Joseph Melan, Chmouni Massoud (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos
and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Emile Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful
Departed of Hanna Semaan, Nabih Nassim Saad & son Emile, Nassim Saad & Wife Catherine & Children (T) Bernadette Tanna, Rizk, Tanna & Saba Families
(U) (V) (W) Hanane Wahibeh, Youssef Wadiaa (Y) (2)
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