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THERE'S NO CREATER LOVE THAN THIS

Sunday L April 2018
The Gospel

When the Sabbath was over, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint Jesus.

And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the
tomb. They had been saying to one

another, “Who will roll away the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?” When they
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was
very large, had already been rolled back.

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the
right side; and they were alarmed. But he said
to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking
for Jesus of Nazareth, who was

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.
Look, there is the place they laid him. But go,
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him,
just as he told you.”

So they went out and fled from the tomb,
for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.

Mk 16:1-8

Prayer

Christ is Risen: The world below lies desolate.
Christ is Risen: The spirits of evil are fallen.
Christ is Risen: The angels of God
are rejoicing. Christ is Risen: The tombs of the
dead are empty. Christ is Risen indeed from
the dead, the first of the sleepers,
Glory and power are his forever and ever.

Amen.

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE
CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Resurrection Sunday

Next Sunday’s Readings

2Cor 5:11-21
Jn 20: 26-31

The very
first Easter
taught us
this: that
life never
ends and
love never

dies.

Kate McGahan

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the
dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not
been raised; and if Christ has not been raised,
then our proclamation has been in vain and
your faith has been in vain. We are even found
to be misrepresenting God, because we
testified of God that he raised Christ — whom
he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not
raised. For if the dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still
in your sins. Then those also who have died in
Christ have perished. If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
For since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead has also come
through a human being; for as all die in

Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.

1 Cor 15: 12-26
Christ is Risen .. . He is Truly Risen!
And we are witnesses to this!

A Joyful & Holy Easter to
each and everyone of our Parishioners
from the Priests, Staff and
Members of the various Parish

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 6 April from 9:30am - Sat 7 April 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Easter Sunday - Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

‘ﬁfter a harrowing night, tears of bitterness leaving their mark on worn out faces, that
have lost any taste for life, three broken and grieving women make their way to the tomb
where Jesus lay.

‘ﬁnd there, where it was all supposed to have ended, the large stone has been roIIed

dead Jesus is gone There remains an open tomb lit with sunlight and filled W|th fresh air.

'ﬂnd God once again amazes. God once again, despite the odds, performs a miracle. God
once again brings light and hope to what seemed dead and gone. Haven’t we yet learnt
that God is a God of endless surprises, of wonderful hope.

But to discover the Risen Jesus present in our lives, we must first approach the tomb, the place of sorrow and
despair in our lives. In our darkest moments, the light will dawn. In our time of silence, joy will burst forth. Come
and dare to approach. The nearer one comes to the dark and the agonising, the more one will see the light break
through.

yes, God is in the light but God waits also in the darkness, to draw us into new life once again, for we are people
of life. A blessed Easter to you all. Alleluia.

The Servant’s Word “There’s no greater love than this” goha 15:13)
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This year, for the first time, the Pastoral Committee and the Priests, have decided <
to choose and focus on a particular theme to help us in prayer and mediation ‘
during Holy Week and the Glorious Feast of the Resurrection.

Our chosen theme “There’s no greater love than this” from the Gospel of John
reflects the person of Jesus and his actions of great love. In the past, in the
present and into the future, there has never been nor will there ever be a
person, a God, our God, who would do such an act: to give up His own life so that
we may obtain salvation.

The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus is story about life — on a dead piece
of wood, love was crucified — but death had no power over this love. Three days
later, the cursed tree became the Tree of Life when it was fed with the water and
blood that flowed from the pierced side of Christ. This water and blood, which we,
through our baptism, have been signed and sealed with, are by their very essence
what constitute life.

The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, are an invitation for you and | — for all the faithful. They are
an invitation to live more fully as God has desired for us from the time of creation. They are an invitation to love
more completely, just as God loves us. They are an invitation to go out into the world and spread the Good News
of Salvation through our actions and words, just as the Apostles did.

In living more fully as God intended, in loving more completely and in spreading the Word of Life, we begin to
move forth from our bland and dead ways and we begin to carve a path from which life may spring. This should
be our faith: Through faith in his redemptive work, Christ offers that promise of victory to everyone who repents
and trusts in him. There will come a day when the bodies of the dead in Christ will rise, clothed with immortality,
to reunite with their living spirits and then as St. Paul wrote, Death has been swallowed up in victory.” And

“so we will be with the Lord forever!” Easter is about life triumphant!

Let us this Easter, be people of hope and people of life. Let our life and our love call us to action so that we may
reach our true homeland: Heaven.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank all the assistant Priests and subdeacons that ensured that the
Season of Lent, Holy Week and Easter were prayerful and fruitful. Furthermore, to the many committees and
their members, the staff and countless volunteers, | pray that God’s abundant blessings fill your days — without
your effort and commitment, we wouldn’t be able to do what we do and on such a large scale.

Father Tony Sarkis
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the Faithful on the occasion 0 Easter is our Highroad to Freedom

Beloved Children of our Maronite Eparchy,

1. The Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is both a historical fact
“handed down to us from those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and
ministers of the word” (Luke 1:2). It is also a fundamental truth of the faith given
witness by the apostles, disciples and angels: “He is not here, for he has been
raised just as he said” (Matt 28:6). The Good News of the Resurrection went forth
to the world, that the Lord had truly suffered, truly been crucified, and truly died,
but that he had truly conquered death and risen. He had risen, truly risen, from the
darkness and silence of the tomb, and went forth to redeem man from sin and
death, calling him to new life.

2. The resurrection event is a passage from slavery to freedom, from darkness to
light, and from death to life. It continues the story of freedom found in the Old
Testament, most notably that of the Passover of the Jewish people from bondage
and humiliation in the land of Egypt to freedom and dignity in the Promised Land.
This turns our attention to the biggest achievement of the Jewish people after their liberation and their arrival in
the Promised Land. What they did was build a temple to worship God, and celebrated its completion, because
they desired their religious freedom above all.

3. With the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the perfect path to true freedom was opened to man, because the
Lord Jesus, by his death on the cross, had overcome death, pain, evil and the devil. By His resurrection He
restored the image of God in man, which had become corrupted by original sin. He freed mankind from the old
perspective which dwelt on animosity between people. He gave man the ability to consider the other as his
brother in humanity, equal in dignity and freedom, and not a threat to his existence, ambitions or interests:
“We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers,” as tells us St John the Beloved
(1 John 3:14).

4. Those who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ during the first generations of Christianity, under violent
persecution and oppression, could not publicly celebrate the Resurrection. Despite this, the church grew and
spread greatly, for: “Day by day the Lord added to their community those destined to be saved,” as we read in
the Acts of the Apostles (2:47). Many accepted faith in the Lord Jesus, and remained steadfast to this faith, even
unto martyrdom and death. At the beginning of the fourth century, with the landmark event of the Edict of Milan
in 315AD, Christians were granted religious freedom. Christians used this freedom to build churches and
monasteries, to live the true faith, and to worship and glorify the Lord.

5. Today’s celebration of the Feast of Easter is a celebration of true freedom, the freedom of sons and daughters
of God who strive to incorporate the spirituality of the Gospel in their lives. We, for our part, follow the path of
our forefathers who, after arriving in this great country, Australia, began to build churches and monasteries to
express their deep faith in God, and as signs of that religious freedom which is at the foundation of the Australian
society.

6. Today, however, we find ourselves faced with jumped-up notions and legislations which are inconsistent with
the general concept of fundamental freedom, and are opposed to freedom of speech and religious liberty.
Further, these new principles would damage the human identity, the concept of the family, and the structure of
society. Our sons and daughters in their schools, universities and places of work are now asking how they will
deal with this difficult situation? The answer is found in the mystery of Easter when we celebrate our freedom as
a divine message and it is our way to know the truth, because by knowing the truth, we are set free (John 8:32).
No teaching based on falsehood can endure. Freedom can only be understood as a gift from God. Therefore, we
are called, every day of our lives, to defend our freedom and our faith and our commitment to marriage and
family, according to the tradition of our Maronite Church and our Christian Catholic teaching.

Continued
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the Faithful on t Easter is our Highroad to Freedom

7. This year, our Maronite Church’s celebration of the Feast of Resurrection is enlivened by two significant

events:

The first is the arrival of the relics of our Father St. Maroun and the beginning of a pilgrimage to the
various churches of the eparchy. This allows everyone to receive the blessing of the relics, and seek the
intercession of St. Maroun, in order to renew and encourage Maronite spirituality in our Australian
community.

The second event is the first Maronite Diocesan Assembly in Australia, the main session of which shall be
held between 12 and 14 April. It aims to establish a vision for the future of our Maronite Church in
Australia. It is important that we all pray for the success of this Assembly.

Dearly Beloved,

8. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ remains the cornerstone of the life of the Church and of the faithful.
For, as St. Paul says: “If Christ is not risen, our preaching is in vain, and our faith likewise is in vain” (1 Corinthians
15:14). Because the resurrection is our highroad to freedom, we have to examine ourselves, and call to mind
everything from which we must be liberated. The first thing to be freed from is sin and evil: “Now you must
repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out,” tells us St Peter (Acts 3:19). The salvation that the
Lord Jesus achieved by His death and Resurrection does not prevent us from temptation and sin, but saves us
from the consequences of evil and sin. As we read in the commandments of the Church: confess your sins at least
once a year, preferably during the Season of Easter (CCC 2041-2043). This allows us to receive the remission of
our sins by practicing the sacrament of repentance before a priest, and like that we will be freed from the
bondage of evil and sin, and enter into joy, hope and peace at this Feast of Easter.

9. As with the Passover of the Jewish people from slavery to freedom, so are we through the Resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ, for we pass over from the old man enslaved to sin and death, to the new one, freed from
slavery to become the man of grace and life. Then, we shall be called Children of God through the Spirit and the

Truth. Let us all together proclaim in one voice saying:

“Christ is risen ... He is truly risen!”

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia
Easter Sunday, 1 April 2018

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?
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For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.otg.au or
Contact us on (02) 8398 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 1 April: Sunday of the Resurrection (Easter Sunday)

8:00am Easter Mass (Arabic)

9:30am Easter Mass (English)
11:00am Easter Mass (Arabic/English)
5:00pm Easter Mass (Arabic/English)
7:00pm Easter Mass (English)

Monday 2 April: Easter Monday — Holy Day of Obligation
8:00am Easter Mass (Arabic)

10:00am Easter Mass (English)

6:00pm Easter Mass (Arabic/English

Saturday 7 April
6:00pm 40 Day Miriana Michel Harb wife of Michel Amine
Harb  from Tannourine

Sunday 8 April: New Sunday — Divine Mercy
11:00am 1 Year George Toufic Hayek from Bnachi
3:00pm Chaplet of Divine Mercy

5:00pm Mass for the Feast of Divine Mercy
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Announcements

Save.the Date

Annhual Pari§h Gala Dinner .

:MAY 25

Details to follow
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Volunteers - Media & Communications Team
If you have passion for photography or videography and you have some time to
spare, we would like to hear from you.
Call the Media committee on 02 8898 1536 or email media@olol.org.au

Sr Margaret’s New Book
‘The Miracle of Love. A guide for Catholic Pastoral Care’
is available for purchase from the College or through the
publisher http://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore?product id=52
This is a new, comprehensive and encouraging guide
to Catholic pastoral care.

= {
Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date: Sunday 1st July | Time: 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2018
that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact: SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502 to register for seats reservation,
certificate and special gift. Registrations close Sunday 17 June 2018!

Parish Family Picnic
Date: Sunday 15th April | Time: 11am
Location: Campbell Hill Rd Picnic Area, Guildford
Free Entry & Sausage sizzle. Day includes games & activities

Have you got the experience to build and operate your own Childcare Centre at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral?
With a pending DA for up to 75 children in the old Parish Offices (below Church Hall), we are seeking the best candidate to construct and operate
a quality Childcare Centre that will complement our busy, vibrant and dynamic Parish.

If you are interested in leasing the facility, please send us an email expressing your interest to stewardship@olol.org.au

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l ouall aal lias) dngs el gpegand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
AedY) A Alile
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807




Parish Camera

Hosanna Sunday - A big thank you to all our volunteers




Parish Camera

Rite of the arrival at the Harbour




Parish Camera
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Great Friday Stations & Rite of Adoration of The Cross
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) (C) (D) Roumanos Dahdah & Parents(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George,
Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Yousseh & Amineh
‘% El Hallal, Elias & Salimeh El Hesen (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun,
Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Elizabeth Doueihy Mardini (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O)
(P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,
Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan, Elias Sarkis Semaan (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (Z)
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THERE'S NO CREATER LOVE THAN THIS
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