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The Gospel Sunday of The of the Haemorrhaging Woman The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

Now when Jesus returned, the crowd

welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him.
Just then there came a man named Jairus, a leader
of the synagogue. He fell at Jesus’ feet and begged
him to come to his house, for he had an only
daughter, about twelve years old, who was dying.
As he went, the crowds pressed in on him.

| often boast about you; | have great pride in you;

I am filled with consolation; | am overjoyed in all our
affliction. For even when we came into Macedonia,
our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted in
every way — disputes without and fears within. But
God, who consoles the downcast, consoled us by the
arrival of Titus, and not only by his coming, but also
by the consolation with which he was consoled
about you, as he told us of your longing, your
mourning, your zeal for me, so that | rejoiced still
more. For even if | made you sorry with my letter,

I do not regret it (though | did regret it, for | see that

Now there was a woman who had been

suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years; and
though she had spent all she had on

physicians, no one could cure her. She came up
behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes,

and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then Next Sunday’s Readings | | grieved you with that letter, though only briefly)
Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied The Parable of the ’ ’
it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you Prodigal Son Now | rejoice, not because you were grieved, but
and press in on you.” But Jesus said, “Someone 2Cor 13: 5-13 because your grief led to repentance; for you felt a

touched me; for | noticed that power had gone out L 15: 11-32 godly grief, so that you were not harmed in any way
from me.” When the woman saw that she could not by us. For godly grief produces a repentance that
remain hidden, she came trembling; and falling . leads to salvation and brings no regret, but worldly
down before him, she declared in the presence of FaStlng grief prqduces death. For.see what earnestness this
all the people why she had touched him, and how godly grief has produced in you, what eagerness to

she had been immediately healed. He said to her, detaches you cliar \l/our§elves;]what lindihgnation., :hat aIIaA'm,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every

point you have proved yourselves guiltless in the

peace. from this matter.
While he was still speaking, someone came from 2Cor 7: 4-11
the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; WOl‘ld

do not trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus

Prayer
heard this, he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe,

and she will be saved.” When he came to the house, Prayer Heavenly Father,

he did not allow anyone to enter with him, except ) -
Peter, John, and James, and the child’s father and reattaches you Thank You 6840 BIR & life. Thank You for
mother. They were all weeping and wailing for her; Your daily guidance. Thank You for what

but he said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead but to the next

sleeping.” And they laughed at him, knowing that
she was dead. But he took her by the hand and
called out, “Child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and
she got up at once. Then he directed them to give
her something to eat. Her parents were astounded;
but he ordered them to tell no one what had
happened.

Lk 8: 40-56

Fulton J. Sheen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masse 8
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

You have done. Thank You for what You are
in the process of doing.

Amen!

FRIDAYS OF LENT
Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer &
Adoration of the Cross
6PM Arabic & 8PM English

S

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS DURING LENT .
TUES 5-6pm & THUR 7:30-8:30pm & FRI during Stations of the Cross
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 02 March from 9:30am - Sat 03 March at 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




The

Light from the ——— Haemorrhaging Woman The Catechism
liness is debilitating and prolonged illness can be soul destroying. What is the meaning of the name "Jesus"?
Yet the woman in this Sunday’s Gospel passage maintained a faith Given by the angel at the time of the Annunciation,
that even astounded Jesus. the name "Jesus" means "God saves". The name

expresses his identity and his mission "because he will save his
people from their sins" (Mt 1:21). Peter proclaimed that "there is
no other name under heaven given to men by which we can be
saved" (Acts 4:12).

Twelve years this unnamed woman suffered from haemorrhaging.
A bleeding that does not cease. It drains the life out of one. How
often do we too feel so weak, fatigued, drained of any life. Yet life
must go on and this woman, ‘spent all she had on physicians’ (v43).

It is desperation to heal oneself. And like the woman, we try all Why is Jesus called "Christ"?
methods and all proposed cures, in order to find a new lease on Christ" in Greek, "Messiah" in Hebrew, means the
life. "anointed one". Jesus is the Christ because he is consecrated by

God and anointed by the Holy Spirit for his redeeming mission. He
is the Messiah awaited by Israel, sent into the world by the Father.
Jesus accepted the title of Messiah but he made the meaning of
the term clear: "come down from heaven" (Jn 3:13), crucified and
then risen, he is the Suffering Servant "who gives his life as a
ransom for the many".

Uet the only source of true life, of complete healing, is found in
union with Christ. All else offer false promises. Christ alone offers
what our tired, ailing lives need.

The haemorrhaging touches the fringe of Jesus’ clothes and is
healed. Her need, her desperation, her faith in Jesus is so powerful
and moving that Jesus notices it. He has entered into her presence
as she has entered into his, and the power of new life is palpable.

The woman stands out from the crowd because of her love for life,
her belief in Christ was powerful and solid, was life transforming.
The encounter between Jesus and the woman is one that awakens
us to truly believe, to fully live and to deeply love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word Jesus: Lover and Healer

Pearest Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday we hear two miracles in one Gospel account: the raising of
Jairus’ daughter from the dead and the healing of the

hemorrhaging woman. We may ask ourselves ‘what connection do these
two miracles have?’ The answer is simple and straight forward — Jesus is
the lover and the healer, and it is precisely because Christ loved that He

chose to raise the young girl from the dead and to heal the woman from
her suffering of 12 years.

In this week’s Gospel, we also witness the faith of Jairus (the father of the
young girl who was a leader of the Synagogue) and the hemorrhaging
woman. Jairus, like the leper in last Sunday’s Gospel falls at the feet of
Jesus and begs Him to heal his daughter. Jesus, filled with compassion tells
Jairus “do not fear. Only believe and she will be saved,” (Lk 8:50) and saved she was.

The Hemorrhaging woman after spending all her money on physicians over a period of 12 years with no cure to her
bleeding, trusted that Jesus is her only hope and cure. Her faith was that great that she only needed to touch “fringe of His
clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.” (Lk 8:44)

My dearest brothers and sisters, it is clear from the Gospel, that to be healed and saved, faith and trust in Jesus Christ is
necessary. But faith and trust also require action: Jairus searched for Jesus and the hemorrhaging woman went to touch
Him. To sit back and say | trust in Jesus and expect to be saved it is not sufficient enough. If we

believe with all our hearts in the Lord as God and Saviour, then we are also compelled to spread that love to others and the
only way we can do so is by good works. We do not have to join groups or go door-to-door knocking, we can start within
our own families and within our very selves. Treating our husbands and wives, our children, our brothers and sisters with
respect and decency is a wonderful place to start. Showing the love of Christ, in our words and deeds, to our neighbour is
necessary before we move on to greater works. In the words of St Teresa of Calcutta “Spread love everywhere you go. Let
no one ever come to you without leaving happier.”

Isast weekend, our Youth went on a Lenten Retreat and | extend my thanks and appreciation to Sr Margaret and Sub
deacon Charbel Dib who took time out from their busy schedules to lead our youth in this retreat.

The parents of our First Holy Communion students had their first Parent Lessons that was led by Seminarian Dory Zaouk on
the topic of Sacraments and Vocations. Thank you to all parents who attended the afternoon and | pray that you and your
children fall ever more deeply in love with Christ.

[ wish you all a peaceful, fruitful and pleasant week ahead.

Father Tony Sarkis



Prayer Doesn't Change God ... It Changes Us!

The movie Shadowlands is the story of C. S. Lewis and his wife Joy. At one point in the
film, after finding out Joy’s cancer has gone into remission, one of Lewis’ friends says to
him, “I know how hard you have been praying, and now God is answering your prayer.”
Lewis, brilliantly played by Anthony Hopkins, replies, “That’s not why | pray, Harry. | pray
because | can’t help myself. | pray because I’'m helpless. | pray because the need flows
out of me all the time, waking and sleeping. It doesn’t change God. It changes me.”

Lewis is speaking of petitionary prayer, which requests something from God. He points
out that we don’t pray to change God’s mind. God doesn’t grant prayer because we pray
or because of how hard we pray; such a God would be either arbitrary or cruel. Why would God grant one person’s
heartfelt prayer and not another’s? Some might answer that question by pointing to God’s omniscience. God knows
something we don’t know, or God sees a bigger picture. But | don’t find that answer satisfactory; in my experience in
ministry and friendship, it is not comforting to those who suffer or who feel their prayer has not been answered. God does
not wave a magic wand and make everything turn out alright. The person who has cancer still dies. The car accident cannot
be undone. The person who breaks your heart doesn’t come back.

Prayer is about participating in the relationship God offers us. We pray because part of being in relationship is sharing the
things that are weighing heaviest on our hearts. Friends or family may already know what | am going through, but | still
want to talk about it. They listen and are present to my experience. The same is true of God in prayer.

Returning to Lewis’ quote in Shadowlands, prayer neither changes what God knows, nor does it change what God does.
Instead, prayer changes us. Prayer is about being in relationship with God and pouring out our hearts to God. Prayer is
about God receiving all that is in our hearts in love. Prayer is about not being alone. Prayer is about God Emmanuel, God
who is with us in our darkest and hardest moments. Prayer is about Jesus crying out on the cross, “My God, my God, why
have you abandoned me?” God is with us in those moments of feeling abandoned. As Lewis says later in the movie, “We
pray to know we are not alone.” We pray because God created us to be in relationship, and relationship requires
communication and communion. We pray to be with God.

Heidi Russel - www.uscatholic.org

Youth Corner Teens’ Corner

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have On the 17th of February, The
loved you.” John 15:12 Maronite Flame Teens began

) the year off with
What is love? The concept of love, though effortless for some,  registrations. As my fourth year
can be quite confusing for others. Love is sacrifice. being apart of this ministry,

nothing surprises me to the
extent of when | see so many
parents flood the rooms to

Christ commands us to have a sacrificial love. It is through his
passion for us and his passion on the cross that we are able to
gain only a slight glimpse of what that love is. Christ asks us to . o
love one another just as he has loved us, but how can we do rgﬁlsé;cer the't: chlld_rgn, fI?r what
that when he is that epitome of that love. Who can love us will be another spiritually

more than Christ? fulfilling year.

Love is not only a feeling or an emotion. To love is to make a w
choice. Christ chose to follow God’s plan. Throughout his minis- We brought the teens

try, Jesus made a choice to follow God’s plan and die for us. upstairs after the initial
When we choose to allow God’s love to penetrate our hearts, ~ registrations concluded in order - .
our love becomes unconditional. to begi, with a prayer led by our newly elected spiritual coordinator

Gabriel Khaicy, which was then followed by two ice-breakers. There is
During this season of Lent we are called to imitate Christs sacri- no better icebreaker than ‘Hands and Feet’, where each year group

fice. We are called to make that choice by dying to ourselves. needed to figure out how they collective need to have 14 hands and 7
“Dying to our selfishness, feet on the floor between each group. Seeing these year 7-9s begin to
dying to our impatience and, to our desires”. We are called to  mathematically deduce each instruction we gave was a true highlight.
love Christ and to never forget the love that he has for us. The second game literally had the room buzzing when we had the

teens strategically eliminate each other by stomping balloons that

Let us remember that love lives through sacrifice and is nour- were tied to their feet.

ished by giving. Without sacrifice, there is no love”
- St Maximilian Kolbe

Joanne Elias ;
After the much needed cool off, we broke into our separate year

groups to formerly introduce ourselves to teens. This gathering is one
of the more pinacle moments, as it is their initial impressions of us
leaders; so we made it priority for them to know our intentions and
plans for the year to come. In my perspective, the year 8's were a
blessing to meet. Seeing their kind-heartedness and maturity truly
shows the work of God’s hands. I’'m honoured to be able to be a
spiritual guide for these young men and women.

Thank you and God Bless.

Tony Farah
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L. Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners
$5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,501, 135 Units $1,448, 469

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

EanTI?aLN . =48 : For $SOQ ON?Y you can promote your
business for the whole month.

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL e Special discount for OLOL Y .
‘  PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING ° ""f ¥ Pensioners For further details

@ 0404 631 019 ) _ Email: media@olol.org.au or
N N o S Ta et || Call Tony - 0426 147 401 Contact us on (02) 8898 1536

www.h2flowplumbing ions.com.au v’”:

Lic No: 5072508




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &54“‘2” LAWK
Sunday 25 February: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging ddg3ial) ¢lid aaf :hlud Yo aaY)
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Monday 26 February (Ol 8 A5ie) (i) e (s pam Jalis LA asaall i
6:00pm Gilbert Samir Jebrine from Bnachi (died in Lebanon)

Therese Jbara El Rassi from Aitanit

5:00pm One Year Maria Joud Elbayeh from Kfardlakos
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Wednesday 28 February
11:30am Mass for the intentions of the sick & families followed by
lunch in Church Hall provided by the Sodality

7:00pm Marie Boutros Hanna widow of the late Antonios

Mansour Samia from Kfarsghab (ub.d ~ Bté):m) Glraa i<
ThursdaylMarcI'.n: JAY Ll
8:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament il ol ?L“i spam el tle At s

Saturday 3 March

6:00pm Janette Adib Fadel wife of Joseph Saiid Abboud from Damour M )

Al (e dpae mas Cinyen dag) Jaald ol Casla dasagall erayl T
Sunday 4 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son ST o e et sl Oy

9:30am One Year Marie Abdallah widow of the late George L) ) aad : 3T ¢ aad)
Mansour from Beirut

g e psaie zysa asaal) Aoyl Al de 5ole dagayall didl 4w,

5:00pm Mass for Teams of Our Lady, Sydney s sl 38 A e uldi 0:u
Announcements
Lenten Lunch MYO Lenten movies after Stations of the Cross
The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral invite you Fridays 9pm - late in Seniors Room
to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes every Wednesday during Lent 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th of March
(from 14th of Feb to 21st of March) 11:30am Mass, followed by the Lunch Strictly over 18yrs unless PARENTAL supervision provided!
at 12:15 in the Church Hall. Free Event! Tea/coffee provided. BYO snacks + bean bags.
Wednesday Lenten Liturgical Talks Mar Yuhanna Maroun Vocations Retreat
Time 8pm Location Level 1 Discussion Room When: 2-4 March 2018
28 February Charbel Raich - Rediscover the Faith this Lent: Where: Maronite Retreat Centre 92 Powell Road, Bilpin
How the Challenge of Islam Led me back to the Lord Who: Any man discerning a vocation

Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

OLOL Youth Dinner Outing

When Sunday 04 Mar 18 Time 8:30pm Location Two Brothers World’s Greatest Shave: Be brave & shave!
Mediterranean Restaurant - 3-9 Terminus Street, Castle Hill Whgggts-usnzd(%nlt}';hir':ﬂfrEthf\?échi)fg)?:lr 7pm Mass
Cost $40 Per Person incl. Seafood, Meat Mashawee Banquets and Soft Drinks Location: OLOL CYPC Recreation Room
Contact Roni Hanna 0402 751 371 - Booking Is essential Contact: Joanna on 0447 442 940
OLOL Bible Studies MCHEF Fete
The Last Words: A Lenten Journey to the Glory of the Resurrection. Date Sunday 18th March Time from 10-3pm
The Bible Project is returning for the year this Thursday night Includes rides, games, food stalls, entertainment.
Contact Connie Maree 0411 830 349 All Are Welcome!

Family of The Divine Word - Bible Study
“Do Not Be Afraid, | Have Conquered The World” - Jn 16:33
Speaker Fr Claude Rizk

Calling on mature, responsible and dedicated parishioners to help
throughout 2018 as Car Park Attendants during

. special events and masses at OLOL.
Date Tuessday 27th February Time from 7.30pm .
Where Seniors’ Room - OLOL Co-Cathedral Contact George Harb on 0411 069 369 or gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits.
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting experiences.
Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA ADORATION. PRAISE & WORSHIP. TALKS & TESTIMONIES

Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au
- - 6-8 July 2018
Select Diocese of Saint Maroun.

ARISE Maronite Youth Convention
I have called you by Name (Isaiah 43:1)
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Michael Anjoul (B) Roumanos Boutros Dahdah, Sobhi & Saydeh El Bazouni (C) Goerge
Chaybaya, Tannous & Chmouni El Hassan, Youssef & Hanneh El Hassan (D) Yousef Habib Daher (E) Matthew Essey, Geris Said Eid (F) Ibrahim Hanna El Fakhry
(G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Niadin Gabreal, Ezat Gergis (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Raymond Bakhos Hkeik, Elias Hkeik, Simon Hkeik, Michael Helou (l) Tansa & Thuraya Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanagi
Joseph (K) (L) Boulos Lawlach (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter
Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Chhadeh Maroun & Son George (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus,
Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen,
Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) Joanne Younan (Z)
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