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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 18 February 2018

The Gospel

In the morning, while it was still very dark,

Jesus got up and went out to a deserted place, and
there he prayed. And Simon and his companions
hunted for him. When they found him, they said to
him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered,
“Let us go on to the neighbouring towns, so that |
may proclaim the message there also; for that is
what | came out to do.” And he went throughout
Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he
said to him, “If you choose, you can make me
clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his
hand and touched him,

and said to him, “l do choose. Be made clean!”
Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made
clean. After sternly warning him he sent him away
at once, saying to him, “See that you say nothing to

Next Sunday’s Readings
Sunday of the
Haemorrhaging Woman

2Cor 7: 4-11
Lk 8: 40-56

When I wash

anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and the leper's
offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as
a testimony to them.” But he went out and began to
proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that

Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but

wounds I feel

I am nursing
the Lord
himself.

stayed out in the country; and people came to him
from every quarter.
Mk 1: 35-45

Oh my Jesus, I'cannot describe how much |

Isitnota

love you and long for you. Ignite my heart beautiful

with the flame of Your Holy Spirit to Experience?!
carry my Cross with joy, hope and
surrender. Jesus, remember me when You

Mother Theresa
come into Your kingdom!

Sunday of The Leper

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your
mortal bodies, to make you obey their pas-
sions. No longer present your members to sin
as instruments onickedness, but present

ourselves to God as those who have been

rought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but
under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are
not under law but under grace? By no means!
Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either
of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be
to God that you, having once been slaves of
sin, have become obedient from the heart to
the form of teaching to which you were
entrusted, and that you, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness.

| am speaking in human terms because of
your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to
impurity and to greater and greater iniquity,
so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness for sanctification. When you
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. So what advantage did you
then get from the things of which you now
are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. But now that you have been freed
from sin and enslaved to God, the

advantage you get is sanctification. The end is
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Rom 6: 12-23

FRIDAYS OF LENT

Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer &
Adoration of the Cross
6PM Arabic & 8PM English

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Massese
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS DURING LENT
TUES 5-6pm & THUR 7:30-8:30pm & FRI during Stations of the Cross

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word The Leper The Catechism

What is it that people want from religion, from God, from having Who created the world?
faith? The leper may teach us a lesson or two on what shapeand  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the one and
et e fftem el e, indivisible principles of creation even though the work

In this Sunday’s Gospel passage Jesus heals a leper and clearly tells of creating the world is particularly attributed to God

him, ‘show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what the Father.

Moses commanded’ (v44). Now Jesus was telling the leper to fulfil

the religious law of the time. However, we hear nothing of the

sought. Instead the leper does quite the opposite. Why was the world created?

. ) _ The world was created for the glory of God who
rRatht?r than follow religious laws, rlfcua_ls and expectations, the wished to show forth and communicate his goodness,
leper ‘went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the . 2.
word’ (v45). So what do we understand from this response? We truth and beauty. The ultimate end of creation is that
can take it two ways. God, in Christ, might be "all in all" (1 Corinthians 15:28)

for his glory and for our happiness.
There are those that would say people just want miracles and
nothing else. People just want to do things the easy way and show
no commitment to religion and its traditions, rituals and
expectations, like the leper. Today people are told that they must
attend Mass on Sundays, must regularly confess their sins etc. and
if they don’t they earn condemnation.

On the other hand, maybe what the leper did was right also. He
didn’t follow the religious requirements of the day but he showed
great trust in God’s mercy. He appreciated the mercy he received
and he proclaimed God’s word loudly and with great love.

So the question is how do we truly show our ‘religious’ faith? Is it
by following prescribed patterns of behaviour, or like the leper, is
it about allowing our hearts to lead the way and openly expressing
our love of God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant's Word The First Stop ... Sunday of the Leper

Pearest Brothers and Sisters,

Qur first stop on the boat towards the Port of Salvation is the Sunday of the Leper.
Before this Gospel introduces the leper onto the scene, we read that “In the morning
... Jesus got up and went out to a deserted place, and there He prayed.” (Mk 1:35
Prayer, as Jesus highlights, before the dax beFms, is essential and prayer is one of the
pillars of Lent along with f'astlng and works of charity. Prayer is pivotal in the life of
every believer. Itis a ) o

communicative path that helps to keep our relationship with God open and honest.
Prayer allows the heart of the believer to speak truthfully to its creator.

Continuing with the Gospel passage, we also hear a dialogue between St Peter and
Jesus. Peter says to the Lord, “Everyone is searching for you,” (Mk 1:37) to which
Jesus replies, “Let us go to the neighbouring towns so that | may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what | came to do,” (Mk 1:38). Here there are two ]
things that we learn. Firstly, the mission of Christ — which is to proclaim the Good News to all nations and
secondly, where we can find Jesus if we are searching for Him — Jesus can be found within the Gospel, the
Sacraments and especially within the Eucharist and within every person see Matthew 25:31-46.

It is at this point that we are now introduced to the leper. A man, covered in open sores, pushed away from the
commqnlt%,_ “came begging him,” (Mk 1:40). The leper knows who Jesus is and he knows that the Lord is capable
of healing him from his iliness. The leper’s request Is profound “IF YOU CHOOSE, YOU CAN MAKE ME CLEAN.”
5Mk 1:40) There is a certainty within his request: the leper has submitted FULLY to the mercy of God. Whether
esus heals him or not, the leper has accepted his cross and Jesus, compassionate and merciful, is “moved with
pity” (Mk 1:41) and heals the poor leper.

tlere is a notable examf)le from which we can all learn: complete and total submission to the will of God,
whatever that may be. It is not a blind submission, or one built on weak foundations, rather it should be one built
on awareness and trust that God is in control of everything and that beyond everything we are His prized
creation and God loves us dearly.

Over the next two weeks, Deacon Danny Nouh will be in Lebanon on his retreat before his Ordination to the
Priesthood and he has humbly requested that we keep him in our prayers as he prepares himself for such a
wonderful and life-changing ordination.

{lso, a reminder that Project Compassion boxes are now available at the Church doors and it is our duty during
this Season of Great Lent to give to the poor, so please take boxes home and encourage our children to donate
and teach them the importance of charity.

I praydtha’?. ou have a blessed and prayerful week ahead ensuring that you keep the Lord at the centre of your
everyday life.
yeay Father Tony Sarkis



Faith, Hope & Surrender

“If you are willing, you can make me clean "— Mt 8:2

We travel on this earth carrying our crosses which sometimes become
unbearable: we bleed, we cry, we blame others and accuse God of being ignorant
to our painful struggles and we hold Him accountable for our suffering.

But do we ever blame ourselves or at least look in the mirror to be able to
recognise ourselves and our own weaknesses? Life is not easy and it requires a lot
of strength for us to confront its challenges, however only one component suffices
us to tame every problem: our relationship with Jesus.

-

Today’s Gospel sheds light on the importance of havmg this relationship with »
Jesus when the leper shouted with faith and hope: “if you are willing, you can make e -
me clean” (Mt 8:2). Jesus stretched His hand, touched him and healed him, while everyone else pushed him aside
and abandoned him, fearing for their lives as leprosy was contagious.

The leper’s faith touched the heart of Jesus who, in return changed the life of this sick man by providing him with
the healing and the ability of living anew in his community and brought back hope to him — the mercy of God.
Each one of us is this leper shouting every day to God asking for healing but how many of us do so with hope,
faith and honest love? “Be clean” (Mt 8:3) is the answer we all await but how do we wait for it? Is it with
patience? And when we do not hear it, how do we continue with our lives? Are we only in relationship with God
for our own benefit or because we truly love Him and because His presence fills up our lives? and is it only
through His presence that our goals can be achieved?

A relationship with God built on faith, hope and self-giving love does not only bring grace to our life but also
healing to our wounds. God sometimes does not allow healing however, He never stops working in our life to
sanctify us according to His holy will. For example He did not heal Saint Bernadette Soubirous yet He gave her the
grace of patience to carry her cross with joy and hope and He does so with many others!

JIn this holy season of lent, let us renew our love for God and our commitment towards Him asking of Him to
provide us with the necessary graces to fulfil His plans in our lives and most importantly to teach us how to
surrender completely to His will.

Angelo Hedwan

Family Corner Fersen Corner

“Let the little children come to me” . In today’s Gospel, the man with leprosy has one desire
Going to Mass with young children can "~ and ONE desire only... he wants to be clean! Clean from

be challenging and as parents of 4 N . .
young one%’ agges ran ?ng from 13 to 3, % what? Was it his leprosy or was it something else?
i

we can certainly testify to that.

To encourage and support you in this
holy endeavour, here are some simple
strategies we find useful:

Al

During this Season of Great Lent we must ask the Lord to
make us CLEAN, clean from sin, distractions, noise, clean
from our own wants. This can only happen if we come to
Him in honesty and ask with true faith. Jesus doesn’t care
about our past, He only cares that we comes to Him and
ask for His love and forgiveness, because in it we will find
true happiness.

1 Ensure your little people are well fed
and their bladders are emptied right
before you leave the house

2 Remind them the true reason we go
to Mass.... it is not meant for fun or
entertainment. We go to give thanks
and praise to our God who gives us so much .... His life!
So the least we can do is give Him 1 hour of devotion.

3 Read the Gospel in the car and have a mini talk about it.

4 For the tiny tots bring in soft toys that aren't noisy or
holy books to help distract them.

Yours in Christ,

5 We find it safe to sit at the back whilst our little one is alelclolelelelallaTc e wnTo e Tale [ [T T TvIwlx v [z
so energetic and unpredictable. However, once kids get : :
through Mass with minimal fuss, do them a favour and sit 11203(4(5/6(7]8(9[10/11(12]1314/15/16[17118 19 | 20(21(22123 4 |25

up front so they can see what’s going on which will
encourage them to participate more readily.

6 Encourage them to get involved to feel partofthe = 5 75 LT e e
. o o o ' ) " 5 9 " s

celebration by altar serving, choir, reading, peace Wl T12 uuen 12 965 WR2 102

offering. When they have a role, it becomes more real for

them. . eme————

9 20260169
Never be discouraged to attend Mass, always remember,
Jesus invites all of Us to His table -- and He extended a
special invitation to children, saying, "Let the little
children come to me." (Mathew 19:14)

And don’t forget to bring your children to the Family
Committee and Fersen brunch next month (11th) after
the 9.30 mass.

Charles & Sonia Baltasar Ann Boutros
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Faith and Light Committee
Birthday Brunch
& Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

MaroniteCare Communi

Target 2000 Parishioners

$5 ONLY a week made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners committed

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,501, 135 Units $1,448, 469
Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
_ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING /£ )N

For further details
©D4D4 631 019

y, Email: media@olol.org.au or
RAYMOND ISHAK

www.h2fl

o
o W7
plumbir

= L LW Contact us on (02) 8898 1536
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS gg,w&\ ) 28
Sunday 18 February: Sunday of the Leper and) lid aalidald VA aad)

9:30am Chawki Nakhle Hbeich from Kfarhawra (died in Lebanon) . . . .
(Ol (A (B5i0) hsasiS (e Glaa alis Bolagapall 4w

11:00am 40 Day Youssef Mikhael Saad from Kour-Batroun Do) S et Jilie Gy agaall Q}’-Ui Yhies
5:00pm 40 Day Houda Karam wife of Maurice Chehade from Hadchit Cudida (pe salad uyse dag) ?JS s dasaall C.u*—vi O:un

Lld vy el
Wednesday 21 February

s FANES . 4. < “ < .- .
11:30am Mass for the intentions of the sick & families followed by shie 4y« blly oyl 48 o Gl ) AT a8 N Ve
lunch in Church Hall provided by the Sodality aghalsll Joa ‘_s—°‘ ‘;AL,M*
bl ¥ )

Saturday 24 February o sl Ll GuSom el Aol Gusdls i Baam Ragaall g 1ie s

6:00pm 40 Day Samira Greige Bakhos widow of the late Sarkis

.o

[MEEIVEEN

891l elid aaf bl Yo aaY)

Tansa Bazouni from Hadchit

Sunday 25 February: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging

Slin 5 Ayl ding )y eyl Guyld Ca b szl YVt
11:00am 40 Day Youssef Fares El Rassi and his wife Bl Su Ragall 4ing)s ‘"’-M)S o 52 050 v

Therese Jbara El Rassi from Ein Zebdeh A gl =53 e e ()
u-n}?il)ss ) @L\l\ BEES Q)\A :\.AP)A“ daud)l e e

5:00pm One Year Maria Joud Elbayeh from Kfardlakos

Announcements
Faith on Fire MYO Lenten movies after Stations of the Cross
The one Commandment of Jesus Fridays 9pm - late in Seniors Room
Are you aged around 18-24? 23rd of February

Come along and let your faith be a flame and a light that shines 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th of March
brightly in the world on Tuesday 20th February from 7-9pm at Strictly over 18yrs unless PARENTAL supervision provided!
OLOL CYPC Level 1 Recreational Room - Entry is FREE! Free Event! Tea/coffee provided. BYO snacks + bean bags.

RSVP by texting 0450 441 508
FEB 2018 | Nursing Homes Visit
Lenten Lunch When: Sunday 25th February 2018
The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral Carpooling from OLOL at 11am
invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes every Wednesday to visit the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family nursing homes in
during Lent (from 14th of Feb to 21st of March). Marrickville & Dulwich Hill with lunch in between.

Contact: Ann on 0415 244 563 for more info and to register

11:30am Mass, followed by the Lunch at 12:15 in the Church Hall. or via Facebook.

Book Launch -
All are invited to attend a combined launch of two companion booksin | MAR 2018 | Mar Yuhanna Maroun Vocations Retreat
English - one on Maronite faith written by Father Yuhanna Azize and one When: 2-4 March 2018
on Maronite history written by Peter El Khouri. Where: Maronite Retreat Centre 92 Powell Road, Bilpin
] Who: Any man discerning a vocation
Our Lady of Lebanon Harris Park on Sunday 18 February 2018 at 8pm Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
St Charbel’s Punchbowl on Sunday 25 February 2018 at 8pm or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au
Wednesday Lenten Liturgical Talks MAR 2018 |
Time 8pm Location Level 1 Discussion Room World’s Greatest Shave: Be brave & shave!
21 February Fr Azize - The First Three Weeks of Lent When: Sunday 11th March 2018 after 7pm Mass
28 February Charbel Raich - Rediscover the Faith this Lent: Cost: $20 entry (covers entry & food: pizza and chicken)
How the Challenge of Islam Led me back to the Lord Location: OLOL CYPC Recreation Room
Contact: Joanna on 0447 442 940 if you are interested and you can
MCHF Fete start fundraising & preparing to say goodbye to your luscious locks!

Date Sunday 18th March Time from 10-3pm
Includes rides, games, food stalls, entertainment.

OLOL Bible Studies
The Last Words: A Lenten Journey to the Glory of the Resurrection.

.l i The Bible Project is returning for the year this Thursday night
Cottesal) Adad
el s ¥ o ) e L) (e uadll 3 e s el I W)LS o5 (yionel Ainl Contact Connie Maree 0411 830 349

Calling on mature, responsible and dedicated parishioners to help throughout 2018 as Car Park Attendants during special
events and masses at OLOL. Contact George Harb on 0411 069 369 or gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits to Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Metropolitan Cathedral,
Church of Santo Domingo & Chapel of the Rosary, the Maronite Parish
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting faith experiences.
Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA
Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au
Select Diocese of Saint Maroun.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Hanna & Hind Assaf ( J Yousset & Chahideh El Bazouni, George El Bazouni, Toufic & Martha
El Bazouni, Raymond Tony El Bazouni, Nassim Boutros & Wife SaB eh, Faithful Departed of Abboud Salameh Bchara, Elias, Antoun & Adele Bchara, Maroun,
Dibeh, Elias, Ramza, Fadwa & El Khoury Hanna Bou Melhem (C) (D) (E Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline Geor%e Helen George, Majid George
(H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Hasna H b & son Maroun, Youssef & Amineh El
Hallal & Children (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) George Kenaan, Youssef, Hanneh & Mary Kaboura (Lf (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri,
Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Famlly Faithful Departed of
Malkoun Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra, Bachir & Joe Naaman (Og (P) Wadiaa & Hamid Phl|lppe (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos
gnd thelr(%)?uj)o(s\t/a)p(r\}v) &l)a(%ou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna

emaan
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