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The Gospel Cana Sunday - The Entrance Into the Great Lent The Epistle

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Brothers and sisters,

Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the wed- that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is

ding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. If
said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to your brother or sister is being injured by what

her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to you eat, you are no longer waIkln_g in love. Do
o ) not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for
me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to

X “Do wh he tell N whom Christ died. So do not let your good be
the servants, “Do whatever he tefls you. spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is
Now standing there were six stone water jars for not food and drink but righteousness and
the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The one who
or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and

with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He [ next sunday’s Readings | has human approval. Let us then pursue what
said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to Sunday of the Leper makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.
the chief steward.” So they took it. When the stew- Rom 6: 12-23
ard tasted the water that had Mk 1: 35-45 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work
of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is
wrong for you to make others fall by what
you eat; it is good not to eat meat or drink
Mary wine or do anything that makes your brother
or sister stumble. The faith that you have,
have as your own conviction before God.
Blessed are those who have no reason to

become wine, and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said
to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and
then the inferior wine after the guests have become 0~

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until ]Olns llS,

now.” She f]ghts condemn themselves because of what they
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Gali- . approve. But those who have doubts are
lee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples be- at our Slde. condemned if they eat, because they do not

lieved in him. After this he went down to Caperna- E C ll act from faith; for whatever does not proceed
um with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; SpeCIa y from faith is sin.

and they remained there a few days.
Jn2:1-11 through
Dear Parishioners, prayer;

Great Lent begins on Ash Monday 12 Feb 2018
OLOL Ash Monday Mass Times are at:
7:00am, 8.45am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm
(7pm Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Antoine-Charbel)

We need to be ready to spend at least 25 mins at Church
to participate in the Rite, Prayers and Blessing of Ashes
as well as to receive them.

Fridays of Lent Dear Parishioners,

There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather Stations of the Cross,
Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in Arabic at 6pm
and Stations of the Cross/Evening Prayers at 8pm in English.

Rom 14: 13-23

Most Loving God,
through the You sent us your only begotten Son so that
we may have life everlasting, at the price of
RosaI‘Y' His Precious Blood. Grant us the grace to
"do whatever He tells you" in everyday
situations by imitating the Saints who
followed in His footsteps before us.
Amen!

Pope Francis

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Massese
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS DURING LENT .
TUES 5-6pm & THUR 7:30-8:30pm & FRI during Stations of the Cross
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  Wedding at Cana The Catechism

We are on the threshold of Lent and to kick start the Season we If God is omnipotent and provident,
have been invited to party at a wedding with plenty of good wine why then does evil exist?

on hand.
To this question, as painful and mysterious as it is, only
So Jesus is at the wedding with his mum, siblings and disciples. the whole of Christian faith can constitute a response.
Qg?%ﬂ'n"sg. g’rjig?t'_; s Gospel this is the first sign (miracle) Jesus God is not in any way - directly or indirectly - the cause
of evil. He illuminates the mystery of evil in his Son
When Mary notices the wine has run out she knows disaster lies Jesus Christ who died and rose in order to vanquish that

ahead. So she turns to the one person whom she knows can save . . c

the day . . . Jesus. Now Mary wguldn’t have told Jesus about great moral evil, human sin, which is at the root of all
needing more wine for the wedding unless she knew her son could other evils.

do something about it. We all do the same. In distress we seek out

the one who can possibly be of assistance. That may be our

spouse, our colleague, the police, a doctor . . . but ultimately in the o Why does God permit evil? )
direst of circumstances Jesus is our best hope. Faith gives us the certainty that God would not permit

, ) : evil if he did not cause a good to come from that very
Tlow Jesus doesn’t move into action straight away but that doesn’t 11 Tz | d b dinth
deter his mum. She sets the course for a miracle by telling the evil. This was realized in a wondrous way by God in the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you’ (v5). There are two points to death and resurrection of Christ. In fact, from the
ORI e, SISy, R e Eileent osus @l ¢o greatest of all moral evils (the murder of his Son) he has
something about the situation, suggesting she had seen his oo
miraculous actions before. She knew he could save the day and brought forth the greatest of all good (the glorification
save face for the bride and groom. Perhaps Jesus had performed of Christ and our redemption).

‘signs’ as a young man but only among family. Now he was to save
others in the public domain.

Secqndly, even though Jesus delays in responding, Mary is The GOOH ness Of
AR fedp ’si;'l
o

confident he will do something and she is correct. Jesus saves the
day. We too are called to put our trust in God who will make all
things good in God’s time.

So as we enter Lent, we enter a time of reflection and
struggle, but trusting that God will be our hope and strength.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF =

The Servant’s Word

Pearest Brothers and Sisters,

1 wedding celebration to begin our Lenten journey? Yes, my brothers and sisters, the Maronite

Season of Great Lent begins with a wedding feast. But it is more than just a feast where the wine runs out and
the water is miraculously turned into the best wine. The Wedding Feast of Cana is a foreshadowing of the
greatest banquet that awaits those who trust in the

Lord —the Resurrection.

Throughout the Sundays of Great Lent, we stop each week at a different healing story. Each Sunday is a
reminder of what sin does to the individual. Sin causes isolation from society, it causes the loss of life eternal, it
separates us from God, it disables us, and it distorts our vision. The Gospels each Sunday throughout Lent,
serve as a reminder to each baptised individual to repent and return to the Lord, trusting in His bountiful and
unending mercy and love: This is the purpose of Great Lent. It is only through our repentance and our
denouncement of sin that we can share in the Eternal Wedding Feast of the Resurrection.

Just as we prepare ourselves, from hair and makeup to clothing and transport to attend a wedding or any other function, so too must
we prepare ourselves, mentally and spiritually, for the Resurrection. Lent is the time for fasting and abstinence. Lent is a time of prayer
and reflection. Lent is the time where we reflect upon our sinful ways and turn to the Lord for forgiveness and spiritual growth. It is the
time of dying to our old habits only to be reborn anew and afresh at the Resurrection.

With the Season of Great Lent beginning with the distribution of ashes on our foreheads, it is important to plan our time so that we can
attend Mass and to take proper time for prayer, asking the merciful Lord for assistance and guidance during this Season. Receiving the
ashes should be more than a carefree attitude where we attend because it’s a must or because the Church tells us to do so. It should be
about a deep desire within us to want to be with the Lord; a deep desire to want to change and become the best person God intends us
to be. By doing so, we can then arrive with the Lord at the Port of Salvation where He will call us and tell us “Come, you that are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Mt 25:34).

On a different note, there has been some exciting news within our Eparchy aL\d especially for our Parish, with the announcement of
Deacon Danny Nouh being ordained to the Priesthood of Christ on March 17", 2018 at 3:00pm by the Imposition of Hands by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay. We congratulate Danny and the Parish on such amazing news.

Purthermore, last week the Stewardship Committee resumed its meetings and welcomed on board 5 new members. We thank them for
accepting the invitation to join the existing members and | sincerely thank the former members for their dedication and commitment
during their time of service.

The Parish Pastoral Council also resumed this week after the Christmas break with Sub deacon Charbel Dib being appointed as the new
Coordinator of the Council. The Parish Pastoral Council has already begun planning and preparations for the Season of Great Lent, Holy
Week and Easter.

Our Parish First Holy Communion students began preparations to receive the Body of Christ for the first time with their first lesson on
Wednesday 7' th February. | thank the volunteer teachers who have dedicated their time to teach the students and prepare them for this
wonderful Sacrament.

Filled with the new wine of Christ, our Parish committees and Councils are full swing into their activities and programs and | ask the
good Lord to fill you with zeal and strength for the year ahead.
Father Tony Sarkis



Do whatever He tells you!” Jn 2:5

| -

At the Wedding Feast of Cana, we witness the first miracle of Jesus: changing the water
into wine! Also, for the very first time, we witness Mary giving a directive and thus
playing a role in this miracle: “Do whatever He tells you!” (Jn 2:5)

M ary, the mother of Christ, plays an important role in the life of Jesus. Responsible for [

His upbringing, education and formation in the early years, we also see Mary’s i
involvement in the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ and in the day of Pentecost |
(Acts 2:1-31). Therefore, one can conclude that Mary’s role in the life of Christ is vital
and thus Mary has a vital role in the life of the Church and in the life of every believer.

A model of perfect discipleship, one only has to read through the Litany of Our Lady Aka |
Litany of Loreto, to understand Mary’s role: She is the Health of the Sick, Refuge of
Sinners, Comforter of the Afflicted and Help of Christians to name just a few.
Furthermore Mary is also Mother and Queen and during the exchange at the foot of the
Cross, Jesus entrusts the lives of all believers into the hands of His mother and gives His mother to aII bellevers
“Woman, behold your Son, then he said to the disciple, Behold your mother.” (Jn 19:26-27). What a honour and
blessing it is to be calling the Mother of God our own mother as well.

As our mother, we can entrust Mary with all our cares and worries. As our mother, we can call upon her in our
difficulties, when we are sick and when we are weary. As perfect disciple, we can look to her as a role model of
what it means to be a follower of Christ, teaching us how to pray and trust in His will for us. As our Mother and
Queen whenever we choose to call upon Mary, we can call upon her.

As we begin our Lenten journey, let us call upon our Blessed Mother and Queen to assist us in growing
ever-more deeply in holiness and trust in Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Seminarian Dory Zaouk

“God has chosen us to
help one another” -
Smith Wigglesworth.

Heaven on Earth Corner Seniors’ Corner

God has called me, He
has Ca”ed you, and we OUR LADY OF LEBANO!

need to answer His call. &{6&4/6//1/ Y/ Sﬁﬂ%
Since volunteering for Heaven on Earth at the The blessings of God be upon us all dear brothers and

homeless feeds, | have discovered a side of myself |  sisters, with God's Grace the Seniors’ Committee members

was unaware of. A side of compassion, empathy and have come back to meet up and serve our precious
appreciation for those in need. It is so rewardingto  seniors.
be able to aid the people that need it the most.

(T:E?iiithat are ultimately our brothers and sisters in We have started Thursday 8th February and will meet

every second Thursday of the month.

After a while you start to see the same familiar faces .

and sparking connections between one another. enjoyed lunch, entertainment and activities.

It is a life changing experience that will allow you to

envelop a more Christ-like approach within your We look forward to seeing all our seniors next time we
everyday life and encounters. meet, God bless everyone!

J also had the amazing opportunity to be a part of a Sonia Abi Rached

missionary journey to Fiji and it was such an
incredibly eye opening experience. Seeing the strug-
gling families in the villages has made me so very
thankful for the blessings | have in my life.

Vou are able to embark on similar experiences with
the Heaven on Earth team and | by getting involved
in the smallest ways, that will mean the most.

A short conversation or even a smile to brighten
their day. Trust me, it'll brighten yours too.

Natalie Mejalli
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Mass For the Faithful Departed - Rookwood Cemetery

i

Parish First Holy Communion Classes 2018

Pastoral Council Meeting for 2018 Stewardship Committee
Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business
Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL o .
%' *' PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GASFITTING /£ For further details

. ©0404631019 Email: media@olol.otrgau or

e f Contact us on (02) 8898 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

&9,\-“&\ CAPKY

Sunday 11 February: Entrance into the Great Lent — Cana Sunday
9:30am Alice Mouawad Homssi widow of the late Nadim Badwi

from Arabet Kozhaya (died in Venezuela)
11:00am One Year Joe Rached from Kfifane
5:00pm 40 Day Joseph Roukoz Kazzi from Jieh

Monday 12 February: Ash Monday
Masses celebrated at 7:00am, 8:45am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

Tuesday 13 February

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of sinners and
the sick for the Centenary apparitions of the Virgin Mary
at Fatima

Wednesday 14 February
11:30am Mass followed by lunch at Church Hall

Thursday 15 February
6:00pm One Year Badwi Gebrael Geryes from Karm El Mohr

Sunday 18 February: Sunday of the Leper
11:00am 40 Day Youssef Saad from Kour-Batroun

5:00pm 40 Day Houda Karam wife of Maurice Chehade from Hadchit

Faith on Fire
The one Commandment of Jesus
Are you aged around 18-24?

Come along and let your faith be a flame and a light that shines
brightly in the world on Tuesday 20th February from 7-9pm at
OLOL CYPC Level 1 Recreational Room - Entry is FREE!

RSVP by texting 0450 441 508
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Announcements

MYO Lenten movies after Stations of the Cross
Fridays 9pm - late in Seniors Room
16th & 23rd of February
2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th of March
Strictly over 18yrs unless PARENTAL supervision provided!

FEB 2018
MYO Lenten Retreat

When: Friday 16th (5pm) - Sunday 18th (2pm) February 2018
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre, Grose Vale
Contact: Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010 or via fb.

Free Event! Tea/coffee provided. BYO snacks + bean bags.
Nursing Homes Visit
When: Sunday 25th February 2018

FEB 2018 |
Carpooling from OLOL at 11am

to visit the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family nursing homes in Marrick-
ville & Dulwich Hill with lunch in between.

Lenten Lunch
The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes every Wednesday
during Lent (from 14th of Feb to 21st of March).
11:30am Mass, followed by the Lunch at 12:15 in the Church Hall.

Contact: Ann on 0415 244 563 for more info and to register
or via Facebook.
MAR 2018 | Mar Youhanna Maroun Vocations Retreat
When: 2-4 March 2018
Where: Maronite Retreat Centre 92 Powell Road, Bilpin
Who: Any man discerning a vocation

Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

Book Launch
All are invited to attend a combined launch of two companion books in
English - one on Maronite faith written by Father Yuhanna Azize and one
on Maronite history written by Peter El Khouri.

Our Lady of Lebanon Harris Park on Sunday 18 February 2018 at 8pm
St Charbel’s Punchbowl on Sunday 25 February 2018 at 8pm

| MAR 2018 | World’s Greatest Shave: Be brave & shave!

When: Sunday 11th March 2018 after 7pm
Mass
Cost: $20 entry (covers entry & food: pizza and chicken)
Location: OLOL CYPC Recreation Room
Contact: Joanna on 0447 442 940 if you are interested and you can

OLOL Maronite Flame Teens
Years 7-9
Registration Date 17 February 2018
From 4pm To 6pm
All Teens Are Welcome

start fundraising & preparing to say goodbye to your luscious locks!

OLOL Bible Studies
The Last Words: A Lenten Journey to the Glory of the Resurrection.
The Bible Project is returning for the year this Thursday night
Contact Connie Maree 0411 830 349

Calling on mature, responsible and dedicated parishioners to help throughout 2018 as Car Park Attendants during special
events and masses at OLOL. Contact George Harb on 0411 069 369 or gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits to Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Metropolitan Cathedral,
Church of Santo Domingo & Chapel of the Rosary, the Maronite Parish
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting faith experiences.
Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA
Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au

Select Diocese of Saint Maroun.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity es C|aIIy those we Pray for:
A departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Doumit & Antonios Arnaout, Tannous Abboud & Wife Loulou & Brother Maroun, Raymond
Anjoul (B) Mansour El Bazouni, Mounir El Bazouni (C) Jock Alexandra Cameron (D) Roumanos 'Boutros Dahdah, Diab Diby (E) Matthew Essey, Azar "Youssef
Estphan (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Tannous Ghaleb (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Amineh El Hallal & Children, George Hawi, Youssef Hady, Tansa Hawi (& Imad & Maria Ibrahlm Mary Issa
gj) Youssef & Ghana |Joseph (K) lorahim, Layla, Boutros & Linda Khdeir, Mkhayel Badwi El Khoury & Wife Hanneh & Sister Afifeh (L) (M) Therese Melhem,

emaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Fami-

ly, Mtanios & Assaad Gerfess Mouawad & Family, Chmouni Massoud (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) %P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Roma-
nos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen, Chafika Sara (T) (V) (V)
(W) Patricia Webb, Nasr Wehbe & Wife Nayfeh, Joseph & Julia Jehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe, Hanane Wahibe, Tannous Wadiaa (Y) ( )
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