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Sunday of The Faithful Departed

Now concerning the times and the

seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. For you

\ll yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. When
they say, “There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as
labour pains come upon a pregnant woman,
and there will be no escape!

Jesus said: "There was a rich man who was dressed
in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick
his sores. The poor man died and was carried away
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man

also died and was buried. But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that

day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are

In Hades, where he was being tormented,

he looked up and saw Abraham far away

Next Sunday’s Readings

with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Cana Sunday: not of the night or of darkness. So then let us
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Entrance into the Great Lent | not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
Rom 14: 14-23

awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep
at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be
lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus HOW can T(())\E)ee’r;:;u:or:’uat P?er:]:t t;;tza;:)pgztsfo;;i;\a/;cgoanﬁd
in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted the dead be For God has destined us not for wrath but for
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, truly dead Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are
awake or asleep we may live with him.

When they Therefore encourage one another and build up

each other, as indeed you are doing.

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool

Jn2:1-11

my tongue; for | am in agony in these flames.” But
Abraham said, Child, remember that during your

so that those who might want to pass from here to
you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there

to us.’ still live in

He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send him to my 1Thess 5:1-11

father’s house - for | have five brothers - that he the Souls Of Praver

may warn them, so that they will not also come into th h

this place of torment. ’ os€e who Heavenly Father,

Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the are left We pray for the souls
prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, ) of all our faithful departed.
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from bEhlnd? May they be carried ever-gently

the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, ‘If they in Your merciful and Ioving embrace

Grant us a good memory so that we may
always remember and pray for them.
Amen!

do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be convinced even if someone rises from Carson

the dead.” McCullers
Lk 16: 19-31

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), S5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Week of the

: he Word : i
Light from t Faithful Departed The Catechism
If we had to imagine our very last moment before death, How does the Church express her trinitarian faith?
yvhat_would be thg one thing we would want to say or do? The Church expresses her trinitarian faith by professing
Forgive me God'’ is very likely. a belief in the oneness of God in whom there are three

) ) ) ) i . Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The three divine
This week in the Maronite Lectionary is dedicated to the  parsons are only one God because each of them equally

Iaiéchgg:]ﬁggrattre]g.tﬁgegllagr?(k))!cel_gigs;:??nagferm;?Ili-f|2f:ies of possesses the fullness of the one and indivisible divine

Interestingly the rich man is never repentant about his nature. They are really distinct from each other by
past life. He is only concerned about his agony and reason of the relations which place them in
immediate family. Furthermore, from Hades he can see correspondence to each other. The Father generates

Lazarus and calls him by name to come and serve him. the Son; the Son is generated by the Father, the Holy

I is therefore assumed the rich man during his earthly SIPITE PRECEEEE AR 02 (R iEr EnE HR Sem:

life knew about the poor man Lazarus who lay at his gate . .
covered in sores and dying of hunger. He knew him, How d_° the .three divine Persons work? o
however, not as a person in need, but a beggar who was Inseparable in their one substance, the three divine

less than a servant and not worthy of notice. And that was Persons are also inseparable in their activity. The Trinity
the rich man’s downfall. has one operation, sole and the same. In this one divine
action, however, each Person is present according to

So if we were to reflect on our lives before we die, have the mode which is proper to him in the Trinity.

we noticed the needy before us? Have we enjoyed a life
of comfort and indulgence? Have we done anything that
deserves a place with God? We should really pause and
reflect ... have we loved as Christ has loved us?

Maybe the time has come to notice those around us, to
raise them up, to be a servant in Christ. May our words be
as we near the end of life, ‘Thank you,’ ‘I love you,’

‘I forgive you’ and most importantly, ‘Forgive me God.’

Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word The Bridge between the Church in Heaven and on Earth

Pearest Brothers and Sisters, ™

Today we arrive at the third and final commemoration before we enter the
Season of Great Lent, the commemoration of the Faithful Departed. In parable
portrayed in today’s Gospel, we can see through the eyes of Lazarus and the rich
man the closeness of heaven and hell. The rich man is able to see Lazarus rom
hell. The rich man is tortured by what he didn’t do, and he is still trying to
understand what others can do for him rather than what he can do for others.
This was his problem to begin with. For this reason, a “great chasm” or gulf was
created between the two men. This great chasm is also found between the church
of heaven and the church on earth. However, it is through our prayers and the
abundant mercy of God that a bridge is created to link tﬁe two. This bridge
destroys the chasm and unites the two so that they are one.

‘ﬂ wealthy person can be a saint or sinner in the same way that a poor person can be a grave sinner or saint.
What we can be sure of is that the remedy from sin is God’s mercy and grace which comes to us through His Son,
Jesus. The knowledge of oneself, together with a good relationship with God, an authentic balanced
understanding of Scripture and the teachings of the church provides a path of faith and reason to restore health
to the mind, body, and soul. | could be the richest person in the world, but if | don’t have the above, then | have
nothing and vice versa.

praying for our faithful departed takes much prominence in the Maronite Mass and in the para-liturgies, such
the Rite of the Prayer of Incense. It is so important that we pray for our faithful departed and the Maronite
Church allocates one whole week to do so. Through the liturgy and especially the Divine Liturgy, the Church in
heaven and the Church on earth unite together to pray for the resting souls. During this week, all Masses will be
followed by the Prayer of Incense and we will be celebrating a Mass at Rookwood Cemetery on Tuesday 6
February at 12.00pm for all the departed who have been buried there. Let us continue to pray for our departed
with faith, hope and love so that their souls through the mercy of God may rest in peace.

As you are aware, our clergy together with our Bishop attended our annual retreat last week. The retreat was a
time to rejuvenate ourselves both spiritually and mentally. The theme that we worked on was “Service and
Witness in the life of a Priest.” We discussed many ways in which we can revitalise the way that we work
inhcluc(jjin% our relationship with our faithful parishioners. We hope to activate the fruits of this retreat in the year
ahead of us.

’Finally, for the relics of Saint Maroun have arrived in Australia and we will be celebrating the Feast of Saint
Maroun in their presence at Saint Maroun’s Cathedral on 9 February at 7pm in Redfern. This will truly be a
historical event in which we encourage you all to take part in. May the prayers of Saint Maroun be with you all.

Father Tony Sarkis



Preparing ourselves for the Great Fast

With lent approaching we should be asking ourselves, what can | do more in my life to
be closer to God. Consider giving to charity, volunteering, helping others, taking up
more prayer, taking time to go to nature and pray. Lent is about reflecting on
ourselves and choosing to improve our spiritual wellbeing and ourselves as Christians.
Lent shouldn’t be about depriving ourselves from food, and become drained and
weak, but rather it is to help distance ourselves from gluttony and other sins. Saint
John Chrysostom has a great homily on fasting, he speaks about how to approach this
season. He likens fasting to medicine, through fasting we can heal our soul. He goes
on to explain that our fasting should be shown through our works,

“Are you fasting? Show me your fast with your works. Which works? If you see someone who is poor, show him mercy.
If you see an enemy, reconcile with him. If you see a friend who is becoming successful, do not be jealous of him! If you
see a beautiful woman on the street, pass her by.”

QL
Ve

FAST

While it is still important to think about fasting from food, it should not be the only focus during lent. In the Maronite
tradition and something | was lucky enough to experience since early as 10 is fasting from meat and dairy. My dad
would fast the whole 50 days from meat and dairy and until midday, he would encourage us as children to do this the
first and last week and Wednesdays and Friday. It helped by allowing me to learn to abstain at a young age, to learn to
say no to things | loved, such as chocolate. Dad would also encourage us to take up something new to better
ourselves, one year he would buy us books and encourage us to read during our spare time as an alternative to paying.

“Neither that the fast take place for the simple sake of fasting, neither is its aim that we remain with empty stomachs,
but that we fast to offer our entire selves to the dedication of spiritual things, having distanced ourselves from secular

things.”

This lent, take the challenge as a family, encourage your children to fast even if it is for selected days depending on
their age. Take up praying the rosary daily as a family in the evening instead of watching TV. Find a charity that
interests you, volunteer your time or donate to their cause. Attend a weekday mass in addition to the usual Sunday
mass. Speak to your children about loving one another, no matter what race, culture, religion, or beliefs that may
divide us. Show them that they should love others even if they disagree with the person or their beliefs. This lent work
on making yourself a better person.

Come Alive Corner

Vou lived your life of a simple man,
Vet your magnificance drew us in,
Vou offered yourself as the perfect
sacrifice,

Vou saved us from our sin.

J will never fully understand,

Was it the cross that made you fall?
Or was it the enormous weight,
Bearing the sins of all?

J give my life to you my Lord,
Please make it a great story,

J give it in hope that one day | may,
€mbrace in your Grace and Glory.

When you feel all alone,

And you feel worn thin,

Know He has always loved you,
€nough to die for your sin.

#e's known you before time,
And He's loved you even longer,
And a simple 'l love you' back,
Makes it all the more stronger,

Our only obstacle is us,
For our sins block the way,
But know He is always with us,

#e is the Truth, The Life and The Way.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
#Have Mercy on us.

Christina Maksisi

It’s custom to be asked how we are when starting a
conversation and it’s easy to fall into the trap of falling
into a negative response such as “I'm tired” or “I have so
many assignments”. We need to realign our focus and
reset our cognitions, it’s easy to complain, but it’s harder
to realise that every complaint is linked with to a gift or an
opportunity.

For instance, having a multitude of assighments should
remind us how fortunate we are to be educated, and
being busy at work echos how privileged we are to have
work when others struggle to make ends meet. If you have
dozens of emails in your inbox, it’s because you are
valuable and people are requesting your assistance.

It is easy not to appreciate something until it’s gone, and
unfortunately that is the human condition. However the
bible introduced us to a mystical word “Eucharistia” which
means thanksgiving, we need to cultivate an interior
disposition of gratitude so that throughout the day
whenever we see a small gift, be it small or large or
unusual, our automatic response is to be in awe and be
thankful for the small things that make up our lives. Telling
yourself to whisper a “Thanks God” is enough to kick-start
a change in your mindset.

“Remember the past with gratitude. Live the present with
enthusiasm. Look forward to the future with confidence.”
— St. John Paul Il

Don’t just thank God for your gifts, use them.
Nathanael Azzi
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Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

‘Target 2000 Parishioners

$5 ONLY a week made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,501, 135 Units $1,448, 469

Community Business Network Page
fe. B

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business
Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole
INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIA month‘
%'“’ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING"""’M/-',;‘ For further details
©DnﬁYoM4ol\?:?&:II-IA9(19 Email: media@olol.otrgau or
www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au : Contact us on (02) 8898 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

&9,\-“&\ CAPKY

Sunday 4 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed

9:30am 1 Year Elias Ibrahim Khoury from Saghbine

11:00am 1 Year Kafa Saiid Moussa widow of the late
Habib Sarkis Ishac from Karm El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Dib Tanios Abou Maroun from Saghbine

Tuesday 6 February
6:00pm All the Faithfull Departed in Australia

Friday 9 February :Feast of St Maroun

Masses 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

6:00pm Rabiha Dib Younan wife of Hanna Kaissar Younan
from Wadi Qannoubine (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 10 February
6:00pm 40 Day Kafa Bou Sajaan from Safra widow of the late
Sleiman Akiki from Tabarja

Sunday 11 February: Entrance into the Great Lent — Cana Sunday
11:00am One Year Joe Rached from Kfifane

5:00pm 40 Day Joseph Roukoz Kazzi from Jieh

Adult Arabic Classes at OLOL
"One language sets you in a path for life.

Two languages open every door along the way to help change the
world. Knowledge is power. Information is liberating."
Classes begin on Monday 5th February 2018 between 7-9pm.
For further enquiries, please call the church office on

Announcements
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Nursing Homes Visit
When: Sunday 25th February 2018
Carpooling from OLOL at 11am
to visit the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family nursing homes in
Marrickville & Dulwich Hill with lunch in between.
Contact: Ann on 0415 244 563 for more info and to register

MYO Lenten movies after Stations of the Cross

0296892899 or email to info@olol.org.au
[ FeB 2018 |

Faith & Light Sebheyi/brunch
When: Sunday 11th February 8am-1pm
Where: Recreation room, level 1 of CYPC
Cost: $5 children under 10 & $10 not F&L members
Contact: Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010 or via fb.

Fridays 9pm - late in Senior’'s Room
16th & 23rd of February
2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th of March
Strictly over 18yrs unless PARENTAL supervision provided!

100th Year Anniversary—Our Lady of Fatima
Tuesday 13 February 2018 at 11am
To celebrate this event we will be praying the
Rosary followed by Mass at the altar of Our Lady of
Fatima (back of the church) and then lunch on the
13th day of each month until the end of the year.
Confession will also be available during this time.

Free Event! Tea/coffee provided. BYO snacks + bean bags.
Faith on Fire
The one Commandment of Jesus

FEB 2018 |
Are you aged around 18-24?

Come along and let your faith be a flame and a light that shines
brightly in the world on Tuesday 20th February from 7-9pm at OLOL
CYPC Level 1 Recreational Room - Entry is FREE!

RSVP by texting 0450 441 508

MAR 2018 | Mar Youhanna Maroun Vocations Retreat

When: 2-4 March 2018

Lenten Lunch
The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 20 dishes every Wednesday
during Lent (from 14th of Feb to 21st of April).
11:30am Mass, followed by the Lunch at 12:15 in the Church Hall.

Where: Maronite Retreat Centre 92 Powell Road, Bilpin
Who: Any man discerning a vocation
Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

MAR 2018

FEB 2018 |
| MYO Lenten Retreat

When: Friday 16th (5pm) - Sunday 18th (2pm) February 2018
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre, Grose Vale
Contact: Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010 or via fb.

World’s Greatest Shave: Be brave & shave!
When: Sunday 11th March 2018 after 7pm Mass
Cost: $20 entry (covers entry & food: pizza and chicken)
Location: OLOL CYPC Recreation Room
Contact: Joanna on 0447 442 940 if you are interested and you can
start fundraising & preparing to say goodbye to your luscious locks!

Calling on mature, responsible and dedicated parishioners to help throughout 2018 as Car Park Attendants during special
events and masses at OLOL. Contact George Harb on 0411 069 369 or gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits to Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Metropolitan Cathedral,
Church of Santo Domingo & Chapel of the Rosary, the Maronite Parish
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting faith experiences.
Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA

Register your interest at www.wydpanama2019.com.au | Click REGISTER NOW in the top right-hand corner and complete your details.
When selecting Diocese/Group/Movement choose Diocese of Saint Maroun.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Chahideh & Barley Akleh & Family (B) (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Youssef &
Amineh El Hallal & Family (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Linda, Boutros, Ibrahim & Layla Khdeir (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri,
Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra
(O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,
Youssef Saadeh, Youssef Michael Shaeen (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) Noel Younis (Z)
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