The GoodNews
£. X our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

The Gospel Sunday of The Priests

Jesus said, “Who then is the faithful and
prudent manager whom his master will put
in charge of his slaves, to give them their
allowance of food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave whom his master will
find at work when he arrives. Truly | tell
you, he will put that one in charge of all his
possessions. But if that slave says to
himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’
and if he begins to beat the other slaves,
men and women, and to eat and drink and
get drunk, the master of that slave will

Brother and sisters,

If you put these instructions before the
brothers and sisters, you will be a good
servant of Christ Jesus, nourished on the
words of the faith and of the sound
teaching that you have followed. Have
nothing to do with profane myths and old
wives’ tales. Train yourself in godliness, for,
while physical training is of some value,
godliness is valuable in every way, holding

come on a day when he does not expect Next Sunday’s Readings | Promise for both the present life and the

him and at an hour that he does not know, | sundayof the Righteous & The Just | |ife to come. The saying is sure and worthy

and will cut him in pieces, and put him with Hebzlzjff: of full acceptance. For to this end we toil
Mt 25: 31-

the unfaithful. That slave who knew what his
master wanted, but did not prepare himself
or do what was wanted, will receive a O, h()w
severe beating. But the one who did not
know and did what deserved a beating will great is the
receive a light beating. From everyone to
whom much has been given, much will be
required; and from the one to whom much
has been entrusted, even more will be .
demanded. lf he

and struggle, because we have our hope set
on the living God, who is the Saviour of all
people, especially of those who believe.

These are the things you must insist on and
prleSt; teach. Let I.‘IO one despise you'r youth, but
set the believers an example in speech and
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until |
arrive, give attention to the public reading

Luke 12:42-48 -
reallZEd of Scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do

not neglect the gift that is in you, which was

Almighty God, our Eternal Father, from the what he is, given to you through prophecy with the

fullness of our souls we adore You. Direct us he would laying on of hanqs by the C.OUHC“ of elders.
to love You with all our hearts and souls. Put these things into practice, devote
O Father, our souls long to be united to dlel yourself to them, so that all may see your
You, and to rest in You forever. progress. Pay close attention to yourself
Have the Holy Spirit touch us so that we and to your teaching; continue in these
may love You as He does, and as Your Saintjohn things, for in doing this you will save both
Beloved Son Jesus does. yourself and your hearers.

Amen. Marie Vianney

1Tim4:6-16

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng]

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454

Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795



http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus

Week of Deceased
Priests

Light from the Word

The Catechism

Accountability. Riﬁhts and responsibilities. They are
terminology we often hear when engaged in some sort of
organised or community based activity or employment.
Jesus says even more.

In this Sunday’s parable the faithful and unfaithful slaves get
in the end what they deserved based on their behaviour and
attitude. The parable ends with the line, ‘From everyone to
whom much has been given, much will be required; and
from one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will
be demanded’ (v48).

To get what we deserve, tit for tat, karma, what effort you
put in is the measure of what you get etc. We often hear
these comments. Yet it is much more than this.

Jesus doesn’t equate our efforts with monetary success. He
doesn’t even say how much we must put in and how much
we will receive in return. In fact, Jesus makes harder
demands. He implies that wherever you are, you must give
much, much, much more, ‘even more will be demandeﬁ.'

What is the plan of God for man?

God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan
of sheer goodness freely created man to make him
share in his own blessed life. In the fullness of time, God
the Father sent his Son as the Redeemer and Savior of
mankind, fallen into sin, thus calling all into his Church
and, through the work of the Holy Spirit, making them
adopted children and heirs of his eternal happiness.

Why does man have a desire for God?

God himself, in creating man in his own image, has
written upon his heart the desire to see him. Even if this
desire is often ignored, God never ceases to draw man
to himself because only in God will he find and live the
fullness of truth and happiness for which he never stops
searching. By nature and by vocation, therefore, man is
a religious being, capable of entering into
communion with God. This intimate and vital bond with

God confers on man his fundamental dignity.

We aren’t meant to say it is good enough or I've done all |
have to. We can’t rely on others to do things for us and we
can’t measure our efforts by the efforts of others. We can’t
put a measure on how much good we should do or how
much love we should give. The call to do God’s work is never
ending, always in demand, and requires us to invest all our
time and effort without counting the cost. Our final reward is
knowing we have, like Jesus, laid down our life in love.

men.

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Service of the Candle

In our Maronite Church this week, we begin the three weeks of Commemorations
as we prepare ourselves for the most solemn part of the year, Lent. We start
this period with the Commemoration of the Priests. The priest is the faithful and
prudent manager whom our Lord Jesus Christ has entrusted to be in charge of
His flock to give them their allowance of spiritual food at the proper time. The
priest is the one chosen by God and the judgement of the priest will be much
greater than anyone else, because he is the one to whom much has been
entrusted, and even more will be demanded.

When | think of the priesthood, | think of the candle and specifically, the
service of the candle. Like a candle whose flame burns brightly and melts the
wax to provide light, the priest too, when filled with the grace of God should
shine brightly and radiate the light of our Lord Jesus Christ in this world. Through his service, the priest dies to
this world and melts like a candle to bring the light of Christ to the people of God. Prayer is the fuel for this ser-
vice! For this reason, we need to pray for priests so that they can say no to the temptations of this world and tru-
ly represent Christ who has entrusted them to be the spiritual leaders of his flock.

The Servant’s Word

If we want healthy spiritual leadership in our parish and in our church, then we must pray for it. By praying for
priests, we build up their spiritual armour and aid their mission so that they are transformed into Christ, the
eternal High Priest. We must never forget that a priest is also a human being. This means that he has weaknesses
and he is far from being perfect, however he is uniquely, ontologically configured to Christ and for this reason he
must be the prudent and faithful servant. When my time is completed in this world and | will face the Lord, the
first question He will ask me, Tony Sarkis, have you been faithful to the parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon
parish, have you led them with prudence and wisdom? If my answer is “no”, then my fate will be that of the
unfaithful slave. Please pray for me and all priests so that our service can truly be like the service of the candle
which melts away to provide the light of Christ to the world. We especially remember the deceased priests who
have served this parish, Monsignor Michel Boumelhem, Fr Sarkis Charbel , Fr Elias Ayoub and Fr Antoun Bou
Antoun.

This week our Fersen and their leaders went on their annual camp. Over forty Fersen children and their leaders
together with their chaplain Deacon Danny reflected on the year of Martyrdom and Martyrs in the Maronite
Church and lived the theme of Courage, as did the Teens last week. A big thank you to Eliana Gerges and all the
leaders who have been preparing for months, working very hard to make the camp a fun as well as a deeply
spiritual experience for the children. Congratulations also to the Teens who attended last weeks camp. The
reports that | have received were excellent and the behaviour of the Teens was exceptional. These reports make
me very proud. Thank you so much to our youth leaders who are truly faithful and prudent managers within their
ministries.

Father Tony Sarkis



A Priest ...

Jn our Maronite Catholic Calendar, we start our journey towards the season of Great
Lent by entering into the Weeks of Commemorations and this we week we
Commemorate the Priests who have served our Churches. In our current times, the
priesthood has come under some very serious (and very necessary) scrutiny in the light
of the scandals that have rocked the Church on a global scale but also here for us close
to home. However, when we speak about priesthood, especially in our Maronite
Catholic understanding, we speak of those who serve God by serving the people of God,
the Church, in the many ministries the Church offers. The one thing we can often forget
thought is that every baptised person is a priest and plays a part in the building of the
kingdom of God. St Peter says in his Epistle:

A &
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 1 Peter 2:9

Common role of priests is to offer sacrifice - We are priests in our day to day lives when offer the sacrifice of our
own selfish ambitions, in order to better love and serve God and the people around us. So thus it needs to
emphasized again, that every baptised person is called to serve God as a Priest or priestess. In our Catholic belief
though, there is distinction between common priesthood in which we all share and the ministerial priesthood of
the men who are chosen from among the people FOR THE people.

When/if a man feels drawn to the mysteries (sacraments) in a deep way that may be a sign of vocation to serve
in the ministerial priesthood — remembering that clergy are chosen from among the laity — thus a ministerial
priest not only offers the Sacrifice of the mass and the mysteries, but is called to offer himself as a sacrifice so
that he may draw more and more people to Christ. Thus a Priest as we know them is called from the people for
the service of the people of God. I'm sure we have seen both good and bad examples of priesthood — but rather
than focus on this, let us spend this Sunday of the Priests praying for all the priests who have served our parishes,
asking Jesus the Eternal High Priest to bless their ministry and keep them strong in faith. We pray for vocations,
that God may continue to call men after his own heart to serve him as Priests in our Churches. And we pray for
ourselves, that we may live out our call to be a chosen race and a royal priesthood — God’s own people. Amen

Subdeacon Charbel Dib

Seniors’ Committee Teens’ Corner

: - : Al When trying to imagine what
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the Seniors to expect during camp, the

Committee members with Father Bernard and Sister T?ens Ieaaldershnever all sh%rt
: : : . of providing the unexpecte
Guitta pray that God will shower us All with His experience not only in finding
Blessings and Graces in these Holy Seasons. the Lord in our lives, but in

one another.

. . The theme of the 2018 Teens
The Senior's Committee worked from our heartsto  Camp was Courageous, and

serve and put a smile on our precious seniors faces. how fitting that this theme
happens to fall during the

may God bless each and every one! Year of Martyrs and
Martyrdom. To be a Christian
is to embrace Courage, to be the odd one out by standing

After a restful holiday, We look forward to meet for what is right and
sometimes meaning to also be the lonely one. However

with our Seniors on the second Thursday of we must not fret for what the Teens have taken away
February. from this year and its theme is the

Beauty of Courage in its heavenly rewards, the power of
Faith to expel earthly suffering and the Protection
provided by the Lord to deliver us from temptation and
every evil.

The Teens camp was an outright success in not only
educating but in living out the idea of Courage, from
ridiculous activities to spiritual reflection. The teens
experienced one of the greatest Camps there has ever
been, especially coming from someone who has been to
every camp since 2013.

Courage doesn't mean one isnt afraid, but merely that
one doesn't let fear stop them, and as Christians we
should not let the fear of rejection, weakness, heartbreak,
failure or even death stop us, for only in death can there
be Life Everlasting.

God Bless.
Sonia Abi-Rached Nathan Eid




Parish Camera

>

OLOL Teens’ Summer Camp

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

T ¢ 2000 Parishi Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
arge arisnioners
%5 ONLY a week made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,501, 135 Units $1,448, 469

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au

or

Contact us on (02) 8898 1536




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS gs-wn‘ﬂ il 38
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Sunday 21 January: Sunday of the Priests
5:00pm 40 Day George Rizkallah Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

A Gl YY)
Saturday 27 January (Old 3 B5ia) As Al e (go ol pst ) Gosbay asmsall i
6:00pm Boutros lbrahim Sayah from Ein Kharoube (died in Lebanon) s

Crlurally ) aal : JEY ¢ 6S YA aal)
Cin 3 e e dgma Sl agapall A8 VY0

Sunday 28 January: Sunday of the Righteous and the Just
11:00am One Year Hani Massoud Saad from Deir Jannine )
5:00pm 40 Day Salwa Youssef Saleh from Diman wife of Maurice| s dag) oleall (e CJLA Cougy (gl dasayall Gyomyl 01

Sahyoun from Kfarfou K e (s

Announcements

OLOL Youth Annual Harbour Cruise
When: Saturday 3rd February 2018

Location: The Star Casino Wharf - 54/56 Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont
Entry Cost: $S60pp incl. Arabic & English entertainment & food.

:
Holy Communion 2018

Are you looking to have your child’s Holy Communion in
Our Lady of Lebanon this year?

Registration (Mandatory) Close Date: 31st January Theme: Nautical

Registration Contact Parish Office on 9689 2899 Contact: Rafqa on 0413 391 839 or George 0404 667 514

Age Group Children must be in Grade/Year 3 and up Tickets must be purchased prior to the event.
Classes Commence Early February A Strictly 18+ Event
FEB 2018 |
R E . MYO Lenten Retreat

bl el gyl 53y e il B AALSIS 3 Al A3 Asyna i3] oo When: Friday 16th (5pm) - Sunday 18th (2pm) February 2018

2 VY e L lala 40 Ao ldl e Jaled ¥ ) YOV A Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre, Grose Vale

JlaiY) il dimath (B e Bl JaY) e s . edall Contact: Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010

i el ii€ay o) v EWYOOPEER ULy o CEVFYFVIOAA & g

) Ll 62 e Cpe il or via Facebook.

MAR 2018 |

Cali ; bl d dedicated Mar Youhanna Maroun Vocations Retreat
alling on mature, responsible and dedicate )
parishioners to help throughout 2018 as When: 2-4 March 2018
Car Park Attendants during special events Where: Maronite Retreat Centre 92 Powell Road, Bilpin
and masses at OLOL. Who: Any man discerning a vocation
Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Contact George Harb on 0411 069 369. or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

or gharb351@hotmail.com"

Diocesan Notices

Annual Diocesan Youth Function . .
Thurs 25 Jan, 7pm at the Renaissance, Lidcombe. ARISE Maronite Youth Com{entlon
$100 for single Tickets or $90 for 10+ group I have called you by Name (Isaiah 43:1)
Proceeds going to WYD Mission Work ADORATION. PRAISE & WORSHIP. TALKS & TESTIMONIES
To book call Mary 0449 155 072 or Joey 0414 422 964 6-8 July 2018

The first St Maroun Family Festival and Food Fest
Date: Sunday 4th of February 2018
Location: Auburn Community Picnic Area - Killeen St, Auburn
Time: The day will be starting at 10am and will begin with a blessing and morning prayer by His Excellency
Antoine Charbel Tarabay Maronite Bishop of Australia.
Join us for the soccer game, entertainment, rides and races for all ages. Entry is free of charge
Money raised from this event goes towards supporting the construction of the seminary at St Maroun’s Redfern
Contact for more info: Shirley Wehbe 0409 330 028, Noelle Ziedan 0433 373 720 or Reina Menhem 0477 521 280

Maronite Care Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Libra{\é& Study Centre | For Teens 12-18 years and their families.

Oupgge£0f£ Sr}ﬁ/pvmtﬁogcivﬁggnperﬁs?gﬁr For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples Is your family impacted by addictions?
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30';,“ -6pm Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 Call 1300 627 227 assist you

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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www.kobayat.org

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Fr Antoun Bou Antoun (B) Raymond Tony El Bazouni (C) Youssef Mikhael Chahine (D) (E)
Matthew Essey, Youssef & Afifeh El Hallal & Family (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son
Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Ibrahim & Layla Khdeir, Boutros Khdeir, Linda
Khdeir (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah
Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Yassmin Moussa, Abboud Maroun, Khalil & Lamia Mourched (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus,
Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Michael Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh (T) (U) (V)

(W) (V) (2)
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