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Sunday 14 January 2018
The Gospel

The next day John again was standing with
two of his disciples, and as he watched
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is
the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. When
Jesus turned and saw them following, he
said to them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated
means Teacher), “where are you staying?”
He said to them, “Come and see.”

They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day.

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

Next Sunday’s Readings

1Tim 4: 6-16
Lk 12: 42-48

g pray

because I'm
helpless.

I pray

because the
need flows

out of me all
the time.

Ji‘ does not
change God,
7t changes
me.

One of the two who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).
He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at
him and said, “You are Simon son of John.
You are to be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter).

In 1:35-42
Prayer

Isamb of God, you offered yourself
as a ransom for my sins;
let me never doubt your love for me.

ﬂelp me to find Your peace and joy
despite the struggles | encounter,
so that | may endure all for love of You.

“Amen
C.S. Lewis

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,
We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim

M Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your

slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. But we have this
treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs
to God and does not come from us. We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed; always carrying in the
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be made visible in our
bodies. For while we live, we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made visible in
our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us,
but life in you.

But just as we have the same spirit of faith
that is in accordance with Scripture —
“| believed, and so | spoke” — we also
believe, and so we speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us
with you into his presence. Yes, everything
is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends
to more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

2 Cor 4: 5-15

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng5

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




The name matters

Light from the Word

The Catechism

What’s in a name? A great deal if we are to go by this
Sunday’s Gospel. Jesus is given a new name which attracts
others, and Peter is given a name which sets us thinking.

John the Baptist names Jesus the ‘Lamb of God.” An odd
name but it carries a long history associated with the event
of the Passover that occurred in Egypt when Moses led the
people to freedom. Lambs were slaughtered and blood
painted on door posts in order to ward off the Angel of
Death. The Israelites were then able to escape the bondage
of slavery (Ex 12). Jesus in the shedding of his blood on the
Cross would become known as the Lamb of God, who freed
us from sin and death.

When two of John’s disciples hear him call Jesus the ‘Lamb
of God’ they decided to follow Jesus. Perhaps the idea of
someone being a ‘Lamb of God’ piqued their curiosity. It
gave the impression of someone under God’s watchful eye, a
person that means no harm, a gentle friend. It wasn’t a
tough name, an intimidating name, a high brow title. It was a
title that allowed others to draw near without feeling ill
prepared or lower class. And that is who Jesus was, someone
people approached because they sensed hope and
compassion, gentleness and love.

Oh the other hand, Jesus upon meeting Simon (Peter)
names him Cephas, meaning rock. Jesus could see the
strength in Peter and called forth this gift.

If Jesus was to name you, what would it be? Remember
Jesus has plans for you and God has called each of us by
name. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word You Are ....

Welcome to the Second Sunday after the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany. In this week’s
Gospel passage, we continue to see John directing his followers towards Jesus, “the
Lamb of God.” Andrew and an un-named man follow Jesus until he turns and starts a
conversation with them. This classic scene reminds us of our vocation. Having
experienced the attraction of Jesus, Andrew goes and informs his brother Simon Peter,
who then comes to meet Jesus. This encounter between Jesus and Peter changed the

history of the world.

The first words that Jesus spoke in this passage was a simple question: “What are you
looking for?” or “What do you want?” Jesus asks about our desires so that he can
respond to them. It is so important that we know and understand what we want. To be

What is the relationship between
Tradition and Sacred Scripture?

Tradition and Sacred Scripture are bound closely
together and communicate one with the other. Each of
them makes present and fruitful in the Church the
mystery of Christ. They flow out of the same divine well
-spring and together make up one sacred deposit of
faith from which the Church derives her certainty about
revelation.

To whom is the deposit of faith entrusted?

The Apostles entrusted the deposit of faith to the whole
of the Church. Thanks to its supernatural sense of faith
the people of God as a whole, assisted by the Holy Spirit
and guided by the Magisterium of the Church, never
ceases to welcome, to penetrate more deeply and to
live more fully from the gift of divine revelation.
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able to do this we must understand who we are. When | understand who | am, in my

strengths and my weaknesses, in my good and my bad, | can come to Him and know exactly what | want from
Him because there is one thing that is for sure, He knows exactly who | am. Therefore, | should not be afraid to
come as | am with all my hopes, with all my fears and with all my desires and He will say to me: “You Are” who

you are, and | love you abundantly.

Lf:et us all come to Him this year and let it be a renewed journey of faith in the Lord. Let us truly come to Him
with our all and not be afraid. Let us ask Him to invite us to see where He can be found, and to remain with Him.
More so, let us ask Him to look at us in the same way that He looked at Simon Peter so that like Peter we too can
change the world through Christ and through Christ alone.

Ona parish note, | would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the members of the Sodality and their
chaplain Father Youwakim who worked tirelessly last week preparing the feast of the Epiphany sweets and
savouries. These hard-working men and women worked for hours, even on the day of the feast preparing and
allowing us to experience this beautiful tradition. May the Lord’s presence in your lives always be everlasting so

that you can continue to glorify Him in all that you do.

This week our Teens and their leaders went on their annual camp. Nearly seventy teens and over twenty leaders
together with their chaplain Deacon Danny reflected on the year of Martyrdom and Martyrs in the Maronite
Church and lived the theme of Courage. A big thank you to AJ Stephan and all the leaders who have been
preparing for months, working behind the scenes to make the camp an enjoyable as well as a deeply spiritual
experience for the teens. A special thank you to Matthew Semaan who was the key-note speaker at the camp.

‘Finally, next week we begin with the three weeks of Commemorations, starting with the Commemoration of the
Priests. Before we begin our Lenten journey, it is very important that we reflect on the people who have past and
commemorate their memory in the Church. When we understand and appreciate our past, we can truly look to
our future with the faith, hope and love of those we were before us.

Father Tony Sarkis



Jn today’s Gospel, two disciples got the call to follow Jesus and Simon was given his
call to be named Peter. Today, how do you live God’s calling in your life? When |
come to answer this question, it always stumps me. Is it my calling to be a primary
school teacher? How about the calling to be a daughter, sister or aunty? Is it God’s
call to serve my parish in teens and prayer ministry? Or is it simply God’s calling to
live like Christ in my everyday interactions? In deep reflection, | realise that the
answers to all these questions have some common themes.

The first is to be close to God as to receive His graces and gifts. How am | to know
God’s calling for me as His child if | do not find Him daily? We are so blessed as
Maronite Catholics to have the seven Sacraments in which Jesus touches our lives.
They are signs of Jesus’ presence and a means for receiving His grace. We need to
empty ourselves of our own wants and expectations and allow His graces to fill us so

that we are able to carry out His Will.

ow do you live God’s calling in your life?

-~

The second way | live out God’s callings in my life is by the reading and studying of
Scripture. | have been truly blessed to have taken a part in our parish’s Bible Studies (The Bible Project) in the
past year. It is through the study of Scripture and daily reading that | have been able to learn and grow closer to

God.

Finally, Sacraments and Scripture bear more fruits when we spend time in personal prayer and reflection. It
allows us to contemplate the graces given to us and to be still to hear His voice. My favourite time to do so is
during the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday of each month. The quiet time in front of Christ
is something quite Divine and is always fuel to my life and where | feel Him the strongest.

Jt is through the receiving of Sacraments, study and reflection of Scripture, spiritual guidance and prayer that we
are able to stay close and hear God’s calling in all aspects of our lives. He calls us often in many directions and

aspects of our lives, we just need to be ready.

Heaven on Earth Corner

##caven on Earth has changed
my life for the better. Are we
really true Christians without
helping or looking out for each
other?

OUuR LADY OF LEBANO]

The less fortunate had never

crossed my mind. | never took the time to realise
that there are people in this world dying due to the
lack of their basic rights to food, water, clothes and
shelter. Becoming part of Heaven on Earth was a
massive eye opener, | became confident and fearless
while helping these people. It isn’t about me trying
to help every struggling person in this world, it’s
about me helping those who | can help and one day
being able to extend my barrier.

As Christians, it is our duty to care for the less fortu-
nate for they are God’s people. We don’t need to do
anything way out of the ordinary, it can be a simple
gesture...walk up to a homeless person and begin a
conversation, ask if they need anything or if they
have had lunch. We should be thankful for having
these people around us because by helping them,
we are scoring points in Heaven!

The most amazing part of this whole mission is the
homeless being able to see Jesus in our faces and us
seeing Jesus in theirs. It shows that no matter what
we look like, how wealthy we are or even our posi-
tion in society, Jesus still died for us all and humbly
gave up his body for us all to share and unite.

Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very
thing | was eager to do (Galatians 2:10).
Monica Albayeh

Q%M%mgwi%

Constance Maree

The term “poorest of the poor” really encapsulates the
very essence of a person and it creates an unjust
misrepresentation. Whilst the people it refers to are
lacking in material, they are rich in spirit holding in their
hearts the fabric of life - the fundamental elements
required to reunite them with their creator - Joy and Love.

Jt's evident that our world is experiencing a fulfilment
pandemic. The world we live in is so connected that we
see so much, but ironically become so little. We are so
distracted and consumed with the irrelevance that the joy
has become a rarity.

Jn our world, higher purpose is swept under the rug, and
society tells us what to be and how to obtain fulfilment.
But societies perception of fulfilment is flawed. Our
dispositions have become cloudy and we have lost all
peace - and that is the real poverty.

We are the poorest of the poor. Not them

The infinite sized hole in our heart can't be filled by
anything of this world. Instead of aspiring to have more
we must endeavour to do more, pray more and be more.
Let’s realign our focus, restore our inner peace, and be
one with He who holds the world in his hands.

Although we are IN this world, we are NOT of this world.

80 when | asked God "why would you help me, when
there are people hungry in the world?" - | got my answer.
He did help them. He fed them, maybe it wasn't with food,
but | would rather have an empty stomach, with an
overflowing heart than overflowing plates with a bankrupt
spirit.

Would you?
Nathan Azzi



PARISH CAMERA

Feast of the Epiphany Mass

MARONITECARE ommunity & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Parishioners committed  Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,501, 135 Units $1,448, 469

CoMMUNITY Business Network Page

o e‘Mone‘eyGramv . X

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network

Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your
business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1536

~ INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL
"\ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTINGA"'P"

‘©0404 631 019
RAYMOND ISHAK

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au




PARISH Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 14 January: 2" Sunday after Epiphany:
11:00am Antonios Halim Mouawad from Serhel
(died in Canada)
5:00pm 40 Day Mansour Nkoula Sfeir from Hadath El Jebbeh

Wednesday 17 January: St Anthony the Great:
Masses 7:00am, 8:45am, 5:30pm & 7:00pm

Friday 19 January
6:00pm Youssef Youssef Jahjah Melhem from Kfarsghab
(died in America)

Saturday 20 January
6:00pm 40 Day Jamileh Hanna wife of Antonios Ibrahim
Jabbour Ibrahim from Karm El Mohr

Sunday 21 January: Sunday of the Priests

11:00am 40 Day Youssef Fares El Rassi from Ain Zebdeh

5:00pm 40 Day George Rizkallal Younan from Wadi
Qannoubine
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ANNOUN

CEMENTS

“Calling on mature, responsible and dedicated
parishioners to help throughout 2018 as
Car Park Attendants during special events
and masses at OLOL.”

Car park attendants monitor the use of the OLOL car parking
facilities as per the conditions of entry. Attendants direct
drivers to available spaces and play an important part in

keeping the carpark safe for drivers and pedestrians.

If you are interested in helping and would like to know more,
please contact George Harb on 0411 069 369.

FEB 2018

OLOL Youth Yearly harbour cruise
When: Saturday 3rd February 2018
Time: 7pm til midnight (please arrive at wharf at 7pm sharp)
Location: The Star Casino Wharf -
54/56 Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont
Entry Cost: $S60pp incl. Arabic & English entertainment &
food. Alcohol may be purchased on the night.
Dress code/theme: Nautical
Contact: Rafga on 0413 391 839 or George 0404 667 514
for tickets. Tickets must be purchased prior to the event.

FEB 2018 MYO Lenten Retreat

JAN 2018 FERSEN CAMP

When: Friday 19th - Sunday 21st January 2018
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre, Grose Vale
Cost: $190
Contact: Eliana for details on 0421 740 115

When: Friday 16th (5pm) - Sunday 18th (2pm)
February 2018
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre, Grose Vale
Contact: Mary Raffoul for cost & details on 0418 214 010 or
via Facebook.
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Annual Diocesan Youth Function

Thurs 25 Jan, 7pm at the Renaissance, Lidcombe.
$100 for single Tickets or $90 for 10+ group
Proceeds goms to WYD Mission Work
To book call Mary 0449 155 072 or Joey 0414 422 964

ARISE Maronite Youth Convention
I have called you by Name (Isaiah 43:1)

ADORATION. PRAISE & WORSHIP. TALKS & TESTIMONIES
Save the Date
6-8 July 2018

The first St Maroun Family Festival and Food Fest
Date: Sunday 4th of February 2018

Location: Auburn Community

Picnic Area - Killeen St, Auburn

Time: The day will be starting at 10am and will begin with a blessing and morning prayer by His Excellency
Antoine Charbel Tarabay Maronite Bishop of Australia.
Join us for the soccer game, entertainment, rides and races for all ages. Entry is free of charge

Money raised from this event goes towards supporting

the construction of the seminary at St Maroun’s Redfern

Contact for more info: Shirley Wehbe 0409 330 028, Noelle Ziedan 0433 373 720 or Reina Menhem 0477 521 280
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Fr Antoun Bou Antoun (B) (C) Youssef Mikhael Chahine (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Elias
Francis (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad,
Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Linda & Boutros Khoudair and their faithful departed, Salim & Jamal Khaicy (L) (M) Therese Melhem,
Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses
Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Hanna & Habiba
Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Boulos & Adelle and their children Evette & Raymond Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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