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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

sunday 28 May 2017 Seventh Sunday of the Resurrection www.olol.org.au
The Gospel & The Ascension The Epistle

And Jesus said to them, “Go into all the Brothers and sisters,
world and proclaim the good news to the In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all
whole creation. The one who believes and that Jesus did and taught from the beginning

] h " ) until the day when he was taken up to heaven,
is baptised VY'” be s_aved, but the one who after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
does not believe will be condemned. And

- : to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his
these signs will accompany those who

suffering he presented himself alive to them by
believe: by using my name they will cast out many convincing proofs, appearing to them
demons; they will speak in new tongues; 5y during forty days and speaking about the

they will pick up snakes in their hands, and kingdom of God. While staying with them, he
if they drink any deadly thing, it will not

or erﬁd th](z:m nhot to leave Jefruhsalemr,] but to
‘ ! wait there for the promise of the Father.

hurt them; they will lay their hands on the P

sick, and they will recover.”

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from
me; for John baﬁtised with water, but you will
be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days
So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken S EEm RS EmEmm== from now.” So when they had come together,
to them, was taken up into heaven and sat | Next Sunday’s Readings | they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you

down at the right hand of God. And they Xvill_ restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied,
went out and proclaimed the good news Acts 2: 1.21 that the Father has set by hie own, authorty. But
everywhere, W.h'le the Lord worked with Jn 14: 15-20 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
them and confirmed the message by the come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
signs that accompanied it. Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
Mk 16: 15-20 ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were watching,
Feast of Pentecost The he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
Next Sund their sight. While he was going and they were
(Nex !m ay) ) o gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
We have the Rite of Blessing Iovellest white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of

and Sprinkling of the Holy water Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward

. heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
at all our Pentecost Sunday Masses. maSterplﬂ(}ﬂ from you into heaven, will come in the same
DON’T FORGET way as you saw him go into heaven.”
of the Then they returned to Jerusalem from the

To bring your own bottle of water mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a

Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had
Pyayey- of’che week heart Of entered the city, they went to the room upstairs

where they were stayin_%, Peter, and John, and
ili

Dear I.OI‘d, . James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Lead me to make chojees God is the friceney et srassiel .
1 of James. All these were constantly devoting
that I‘lI}g ; an a oW e heal‘t Of d themselves to prayer, together with certain
to experience the life You intended wonwenﬁinf)ludir?g Mary the mother of Jesus, as
: : well as his brothers.
for me to live. Be with me at my mother. Acts 1: 1-14

moments of weakness and guide me
to always remain strong and
up my sufferings to You.
Amen!

The end of the
Blessed Month of Mary

Saint Therese

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Fa[nilfy), 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Friday 2 June from 9:30am - Saturday 3 June 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824.
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




The Catechism

Light from the Word  New commandment

What is the liturgy?
I this final week of the Season of the Resurrection we are ~ What is the meaning of the word "Amen" with which
given a new commandment by Jesus. ‘I give you a new we conclude our profession of faith?
commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have The Hebrew word "Amen", which also concludes the
loved you, you also should love one another’ (V34). last book of Sacred Scripture, some of the prayers of

the New Testament, and the liturgical prayers of the

commandment. Ultimately, after all that has happened, all Church, exp;resszs.ouqucogﬁdznt and tqtal yes Ito what
that we’ve done, all that will come to pass, nothing really we professed in the Creed, entrusting ourselves

matters but to love and be loved. So let’s test this out . . . completely to him who is the definitive "Amen"
(Revelation 3:14), Christ the Lord.

Jesus sums up all the wisdom in the world in this new

Can you remember your favourite teacher? For what reason
b favouris toathor o someont we admire. we would What is the liturgy?

probably soon come to realise that these peo'ple remained in Thecljl'gurgy '; thle CEI_ebrau?]n IOf th:: myﬁ:cﬁry othPhrlst
our hearts and minds not because of what they did so much, and in paracular nis paschal mystery. 1hrough the
as how they did it — with care, with understanding and most ~ exercise of the priestly office of Jesus Christ the liturgy
importantly with love. manifests in signs and brings about the

. ) ) sanctification of humankind.
Sadly, society has overtime attempted to portray love in a

distorted way. Equating love simply with beauty or wealth or The public W0r5hiP which is due to God is'of‘fered
eroticism hardly captures the depth and breadth of what is by the Mystical Body of Christ, that is,
fundamentally our purpose in life. Love is much more than by its head and by its members.

anything else and yet it is also a culmination of our life
experiences.

Love is that yearning in us that desires to give tenderly, to
smile often, to patiently wait, to do good, to hope
constantly, to forgive always, to be at peace, to marvel at
life, to embrace others and to walk gently on this earth. Love
in the end, is the only solution, the only answer, the only
choice if we want to truly live. Amen
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The Servant’s Word Diamond and Peatls

fBrothers and Sisters in Christ,

| was privileged and honoured on Friday night to host with my brother priests and all of our
parish family our Annual Gala Dinner. Our Lady of Lebanon has been home for me for seven
years and | know that it has been home to many of you for much more. As you know, a
home is a place for which we have great affection, a place where we feel loved, a place that
loves us and welcomes us. How beautiful is this home when it is in the womb of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. What makes our home even more special, is that our Lord resided in the
womb of his mother, the womb of our home.

‘u)e all gathered together on Friday so that hand in hand we can work for a wonderful
cause. Our home is in need of some care. The statue is corroding and causing much damage
to the roof of the cathedral, the shelter is falling apart and has become a safety hazard to
our children and the grotto has become very fragile and desperately needs repair.

ghe statue of Our Lady of Lebanon which is visible and stands tall in the skies of Western Sydney is the face of
our Parish, the face of our Maronite Church in Australia. It has become a shrine for thousands of faithful people
of different rites and faiths who come seeking the intercession of the Mother of God. Yes, people from all over
the world come to find Jesus residing in the womb of his mother. Our Lady of Lebanon is the meeting place for
young and old. Not only do people seek Jesus here, but they also seek each other. How many relationships have
evolved from our parish family?

ghe grotto and shelter are the face of our parish on a ground level. As the faithful enter they cannot but be
captivated by the grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. Many of our sons have proposed to their brides at the grotto.
Thousands of our families have farewelled their loved ones into eternal life in front of this grotto. Millions of Our
Father’s and Hail Mary’s have been prayed here. It is a place where billions of tears have flowed, some of them
out of sadness or sorrow and some of them out of joy. If we could capture all the tears, the Nile of love will flow.
And how beautiful is this Nile when it flows from the bosom of Our Lady. If we can compare these prayers and
these tears with any earthly value, then these prayers and tears are the diamonds and pearls that flow from the
heart of Our Lady.

j would like to thank Father Raphael Abboud and the Executive Committee who has worked with great

determination over the past few months to organize this great event. Of course, this night could not have been
as successful without the support of our wonderful Sponsors.

L. . _ . .
Jinally, I would like to thank all our beloved parishioners. You are the diamonds and you are the pearls, without

you our home would not exist.
Father Tony Sarkis
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Mary, Mother of Humanity BYE[H] %Lg

Woman, this is your son —John 19:26 8 @ N .
A lot of people criticise us Catholics due to our veneration and the honour we give to the
Virgin Mary in our Church and life. Some go farther to saying that we commit a blasphemy
by ignoring God and focusing on the Woman clothed with the sun. To be able to answer
these accusations, we must deny ourselves and call upon the Holy Spirit to enlighten our
mind and whisper in our ears merciful words filled with peace, love, hope and tenderness similar to the feeling
we get each time we ask Our Lady to intercede for us in front of the Holy Trinity’s throne and at each time we
gaze in her eyes.

Before Jesus-Christ, scriptures spoke about a woman who will bear the Son of God who through Him, heaven
and earth will be forever reconciled after Adam and Eve’s original sin. When the immaculate conception has been
announced to Mary, Her response “l am the Lord’s servant” Luke 1:38, the readiness of her heart to embrace the
word of God without hesitation, and free will, She brought salvation to the world and opened the gate of heaven
to the good shepherd’s sheep to return home. Thus, this is the first reason to why we aren’t blasphemers.

Moreover, during Jesus’ life on earth, the bible tells us how Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart — Luke 2:19 and that is the second key to venerate Mary as a mother and take her as a guide to
live imitating Christ and surrender to the will of God for our lives. If the first two keys were to be incorrect, Jesus
himself presents Mary as mother to all nations and races, “This is your mother” —John 19:27. If we were not
Mary’s children, Jesus wouldn’t have given that statement. If Mary wasn’t our mother, Jesus wouldn’t have said
precisely so. If anyone said the opposite, he will be renouncing Jesus’ words which is then a blasphemy. Thus,
Mary is our mother and we are Her children who love her, venerate her and take her as a refuge on a daily basis.
Until this moment, Jesus keeps demonstrating to us that His mother’s role is a pillar to our Christian life. He could
have stopped doing so, but as He wants us to live with him forever, he never gets tired of sending her to earth as
a messenger to ring the bells of repentance. For instance, She appeared in Fatima to give us the ultimate source
for peace in those days of darkness: Her immaculate heart.

It is true that no one comes to the Father except through Jesus however it is important to be aware that no one
will come to heaven except through Mary, the Gate of Heaven. As Saint Louis de Montfort said: “God has
gathered all His graces and called them Mary”, we Christians, must in return, gather our shattered hearts and
offer them to the mother of graces to shower us with blessings that drag us closer to the eternal source of joy,
Jesus-Christ. Let us pray brothers and sisters for those who still did not take Mary as a Mother, so God touches
their heart with His mercy as a first step towards repentance.

Angelo Hedwan

Come Alive Corner English Faith Formation Corner
Searching for Truth Rethinking our use of Bottled Water

Why are you sitting where you are right now? Perhaps The English Faith Formation has finished an
your reading this in a pew at church, or maybe via email ~ €xcellent four-week course on Syriac in the
behind a computer screen? Often we don’t stop to ask Mass Wh'?hh#af led by Fr Yj“rt‘anna- chdh%s been
ourselves the simple questions, why am | even reading gq\;%ryx}fllqga d:eczgraﬁggrsta?wsa?gogf fheus
this? The fact that you chose to come to Sunday Mass is a Masg On 19 andp26 June at 7pm Er Margaret
testimony to something about you, either you're broken il be leading a two-week course on Caring for
and need healing, perhaps you are searching for God and  the Elderly, Sick, Dying and Grieving.

hope to be touched by a priests words in the homily or

: ) : Next week is the Feast of the Pentecost which includes the Rite of

'?P\wlggesalnrpnp(i\ksycoourr:ee Qg;&nt?orggg\qlh\gglgjrzlos\:e%\r/\c/ﬁl}o(;r?c?ﬁtp‘hl I, blessing of water. On the anniversary of Laudato Si’ Pope Francis

0 e s Sy (el AT e e e A e i [l k. suggested some ways we may care for the environment including
y avoiding “the use of plastic”. As a Parish we are always looking for

up in the oxford dictionary, our truth is a Berson, the ways to implement Pope Francis’s teaching in our Parish life.
Person of Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself says “l am the way . . . .
the TRUTH and the life” Jn 14:6. This must mean In recent times there has been an increase in bottled water in

many countries, including developed nations such as Australia
makes Him unchanging, if He is the truth, it must also where tap water quality is safe to drink. Here are some facts about

mean the TRUTH doesn’t change! People change, eidlze] v,

fashions change, society may change but TRUTH is JESUS 1. The plastic bottles take over 1,000 years to bio-degrade and if
remains the same forever! incinerated, they produce toxic fumes.

2. Most single-use water bottles simply become litter. Landfills are
This should shed a little hope for you, don’t look to hard.  overflowing with tons of discarded water bottles.
Truth is in Jesus, but the question is, how do we believe 3. 3 litres of water are used to package 1 litre of bottled water.

something for us, if Jesus is perfect and lacks nothing, it

what is said of Jesus to even be true? Jesus knew we 4. The manufacturing process requires crude oil and
would have these problems, which is why He set up His transportation of bottled water around the world requires burning
Church, THE Catholic Church! of fossil fuels

5. Over 90% of the cost of a water bottle can be traced back to
Don’t complicate your search! Keep it simple, keep it the bottle, lid and label.

humble and keep it fixed on the Person of Jesus! This Pentecost is a good time to rethink our use of bottled water.

. While the Parish will still provide bottled water for those who do

.19 thosfe In yggﬁgl%ﬁ\z/é strongly endcgurage‘g/ou t‘% C%?e not bring their own, we can all make a difference next week by

J2lla) B Lk sesslon and be a witness 10 1he  hringing our own reusable bottles which can be refilled for the

Truth, to be free and experience your faith in a dynamic fridge. You can make an activity out of it with your children by

way! decorating the bottle and explaining the meaning of the feast.
Tony Mattar Theresa Simon



Parish Camera

Our Senior’s
committee
visiting the

elderly at the

nursing home

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL 11-||s IS SENDING MONEY

.’\‘*’*‘"\ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING/"””fE / \\wum V L|éU||; WAS}'E SPECIALISTS :
©04a04 631 019 j Lo Soica 1800 501 500 13001413 15

RAYMOND ISHAK
N \ www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au wES TR on ! m,:[:',:j,"‘“,,,'m:“m: www.envirowaste.com.au
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 28 May: 7th Sunday of Resurrection & The Ascension
11:00am Chehade Nohra Bati from Bkerkacha
(died in Lebanon)
5:00pm 40 Day Suzane Hayek widow of the late Chafic
Hanna from Hadath El Jebbeh

Monday 29 May
6:00pm Hanna Maroun Sleiman Maroun from Kfarsghab

Saturday 3 June
6:00pm 40 Day Chmouni Tansa Draybi widow of the late
Roumanos Elias Frangi from Hadchit

Sunday 4 June: Pentecost Sunday- Rite of Blessing of the

Water

8:00am All the Livings and Departed of the members of
Sodality

5:00pm 40 Day Abboud Youssef Abboud from Tleil - Akkar

Parish Notice Board
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Interested in writing articles for the newsletter?
We are looking for new writers to include in our register.
If you would like to write articles in Arabic or English,
please email your interest to newsletter@olol.org.au

From The Community Youth & Pastoral Centre

Family Committee and Fersen Al-Adra Brunch
Sunday 4 June 2017 after 9:30am Mass
in CYPC Lvl 1 Recreation Room. Family fun and gathering with free food and

drinks and activities for kids. All families are welcome
[Jun 2017 | Youths Farewell BBQ for Father Raphael

Adult Arabic School
Registration is now open, classes on Monday and Tuesday from 7-9pm
for registration contact Denise: 0413 373 588 or Diana: 0431 553 449

Sunday 11 June 2017 at 8pm at bottom carpark level BBQ area.
Gathering with the youths to farewell Father Raph with a BBQ, drinks and cake.

[ MAY 2017 | The Family of Divine Word
Tuesday 30 May 2017 at 7:30pm

Topic: “the gifts of the Holy Spirit” led by Fr Youssef Elias

 Jun 2017 | Youth General Meeting
Tuesday 13 June 2017 at 8pm in CYPC MacKillop Room.
Receive updates on events as well as provide input for future parish events

[ mAY 2017 | State of Origin Game 1 - Youths
Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7:30pm in Discussion Room - CYPC Level 1

Maronite

CEADA- NACD Autism and Neuroplasticity

Information Session and Workshog
Tuesday 30 May 2017 at 10am - 3pm in OLOL CYPC Level 1

Cost: $15pp incl. food, snacks, water & soft drinks.
| mAY 2017 |

OLOL Teen's State of Origin - Game 1
Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7:30pm in CYPC Level 1
Cost: $20pp incl. dinner, drinks, snacks & half time entertainment and prizes.
Tickets will be sold pre-game before Saturday & Wednesday classes.

Do you want to change the direction of your child’s future
or work with families to help them do this?
Sign up via Facebook or CEADA.org PLACES ARE LIMITED!

CANCER COUNCIL - Tackling Tobacco Information Session
Tuesday 30 May 2017 at 7pm in CYPC Level 1 Discussion Room

Contact George Azar on 0416 668 974 or via facebook
JUN 2017 |
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Learn more about tobacco, how it affects its users, their families and how
MaroniteCare can support our Maronite Community.

TAFE NSW IN COLLABORATION WITH OLOL MEDIA COMMITTEE
OFFERS YOU

FREE

TAFE:Z
~Western

Sydney—

Institute

Tim

COMPUTER COURSE -~

Beginners computer course
When: Fridays, starting 28/7/2017

Where: OLOL Youth Center

or speak

RSVP on info@maronitecare.org.au

LIMITED PLACES
AVAILABLE

0400 400 405
02 8898 1536

media@olol.org.au

e: 10am-12pm
or12pm-2pm

s English / Arabic

nternet will be provided for the traini
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gleam chemicals Australia
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capital engineering consultants

Arab Bank Australia
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Constructions Pty Limited
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Mary Home Visits 2017

GROUP1

Monday 29 May 2017 Nabiha Nouh 186 Excelsior St, Guildford 2161

Tuesday 30 May 2017 Marianne Aflak 18 Landsdowne St, Merrylands 2160
Wednesday 31 May 2017 Josephine Romanos 34 Cartwright Ave, Merrylands 2160

Thursday 1 June 2017 Lichaa Saba 122 Harris St, Merrylands 2160

Friday 2 June 2017

Fadia Youssef

17 Mark St, Merrylands 2160

Saturday 3 June 2017

Diane Younan

5 Daley Place, Fairfield West 2165

GROUP 2

Monday 29 May 2017

Farah Younes

207 Robertson St, Guildford 2161

Tuesday 30 May 2017

Marleine Dagher

59 Beechwood Ave, Greystanes 2145

Wednesday 31 May 2017

Angel Makari

33 Dorothy St, Rydalmere 2116

Thursday 1 June 2017

Sarkis Boumina

60 Pearson St, Sth Wentworthville 2145

Friday 2 June 2017

Norma lbrahim

55 Lockwood St, Merrylands 2160

Saturday 3 June 2017

Madona Ibrahim

38 Centenary Rd, Merrylands 2160

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) Joseph Saad Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George,
Majid George, Colleen Madeline George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad
and son Joseph Haddad, Joseph David Harradine (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam (L) (M) Therese Melhem,
Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Youssef
& Ghssoun Maroun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos
?n;:I(th)e(ir s)o(n)J?s)eph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen (T)
U) (V) (W) (Y) (Z
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