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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 21 May 2017
The Gospel

While they were talking, Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” They were startled
and terrified, and thought that they were
seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in

your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; |

see that it is | myself. Touch me and see;
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you see that | have.” And when he had

said this, he showed them his hands and his :

feet.

While in their joy they were disbelieving
and still wondering, he said to them, “Have
you anything here to eat?” They gave him a
piece of grilled fish, and he took it and ate
in their presence. Then he said to them,
“These are my words that | spoke to you
while | was still with you — that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.

Lk 24: 36-48

Prayer of the week

Lord Jesus ,
By your death, you conquered death
and by your resurrection you show
us
May we live by your Spirit,
having faith at all times that you
have redeemed us. May this hope
fill our lives.
Amen!

Sixth Sunday of the Resurrection

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

| Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and
| prayer to God for them is that they may be
| saved. | can testify that they have a zeal for
God, but it is not enlightened. For, being
ignorant of the righteousness that comes
from God, and seeking to establish their
own, they have not submitted to God’s

¥ righteousness. For Christ is the end of the

® law so that there may be righteousness for
everyone who believes.

Moses writes concerning the righteousness
that comes from the law, that “the person
: who does these things will live by them.”

Next Sundav s Readlngs But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, “‘Who will
Eoh 1 15.2 ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring
i 13:3!15_'33 Christ down) “or “‘Who will descend into the
_ abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). But what does it say? “The word is
The cross e you, on your lips and in your
. heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
means: Iove proclaim); because if you confess with your
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
knows no heart that God raised him from the dead,
I- -t you will be saved. For one believes with the
Imits - heart and so is justified, and one confesses
begi“ With with the mouth and so is saved.
The Scripture says, “No one who believes in
thOSG who him will be put to shame.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the
are Closest same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. For, “Everyone who
to You and calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”
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OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic),

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824.
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Peace, forgiveness
and love

Light from the Word

The Catechism
What is life everlasting?

I this Sunday Gospel passage there are two strong
messages that invite us to be active in the world by offering
loving service to others.

‘Peace be with you’ (v36) so the risen Jesus greets the
frightened disciples. This is the first and most important
message — to gain a sense of peace. God is with us and so we
have nothing to fear. Our minds are not meant to dwell on
past hurts but rather our hearts must find constant peace in
God’s unending love. Finding peace is thus neither a matter
of escaping reality, nor hiding away from our sins and
suffering. Finding peace is having the courage, despite the
failures and hurts, to still get up and start anew because we
know God is with us though it all. Once we know this peace
of God, then we can become God’s presence to others.

So the second important message is the invitation to be
‘witnesses’ (v48). To know God, to be with God, is to
become like God. As Jesus says to his disciples, ‘repentance
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed’ (v47). That is the
nature of our calling. To give freely as we have received. Just
as Jesus offers us peace, we in turn offer peace of heart and
mind to others., through acts of compassion and mercy,
forgiveness and love.

Jesus came, showed us the way through acts of kindness
and upon his death and resurrection, returns to remind us to
do the same. It is worth living and dying for. Peace,
forgiveness and love are all that matter to Jesus, to us and to
others. Amen.

The Servant’s Word

fBrothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we enter the sixth and second last week of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection, we
again encounter the Resurrected Christ who unexpectedly appears to the apostles. This
week we take a break from the Johannine Gospels and reflect on the Gospel of Saint Luke
where we find a certain sequence to this passage. The master of story-telling, Luke,
unfolds the apparition like a three-act play: Jesus appears suddenly; the disciples respond
with fear; and Jesus calms their fears. After seeing his hands and feet, there was joy, but
still disbelief and wonder. Saint Luke’s description of the disciple’s reaction is excellent:
‘in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering.” Isn’t it so true how faith slowly
dispels doubt? Isn’t it true how joy testifies to the world-changing reality, however some
guestions always remain unanswered and we are kept wondering? If even in their joy and |
after experiencing the living Jesus, the apostles found it hard to comprehend his

Resurrection, how can we do this after 2000 years?

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

What is life everlasting?
Eternal life is that life which begins immediately after
death. It will have no end. It will be preceded for each
person by a particular judgement at the hands of Christ
who is the Judge of the living and the dead. This
particular judgement will be confirmed in the
final judgement.

What is the particular judgement?

It is the judgement of the immediate retribution which
each one after death will receive from God in his
immortal soul in accord with his faith and his works.
This retribution consists in entrance into the happiness
of heaven, immediately or after an appropriate
purification, or entry into the eternal damnation of hell.

g3eing a witness to Jesus is not easy, however it is not impossible! To be a witness we need strength in faith and

perseverance. Our mission is to be a witness of the love of God revealed in Jesus. It this love that drives us to
believe and confirms us in our faith. We need to ask ourselves this question: Am | a witness of this love?

we especially need to ask ourselves this question in light of the journey that we are on during this Jubilee Year

of Martyrdom and Martyrs in the Maronite Church. There are so many examples of people who were witnesses
till death. Their witness meant that they sacrificed their lives and became the ultimate witnesses of God’s love.

?od continues to send us examples of his love through the Saints and Saint Rita was no exception. As a
aughter, wife, mother and religious sister, Saint Rita witnessed to the love of God revealed in Jesus at every
moment of her life. As we conclude the Novena in her honour and celebrate her feast, let us always turn to her
example and ask for her intercession in our time of need. It is through her example that God shows us that

nothing is impossible.

g)reparations are well underway for the Gala Dinner which will be held next Friday. The committee has been
working very hard to make the final arrangements. We are all looking forward to a memorable night in which we
can raise the much-needed funds to make the necessary renovations to the statute, shelter and grotto. Last
week, the procession in commemoration of the 100-year anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima
was truly a beautiful occasion in which our Maronite Church together with the Latin Church celebrated as one.
Our thanks to the clergy and organizing team from Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in Parramatta and especially to
Subdeacon Charbel Dib for representing OLOL on the team.

Father Tony Sarkis



Failing to see Jesus in one another

In a world of diversity and secularism, it’s easy to lose focus on what is most '
important in life. When we are troubled and struggling every day to find some peace b
or joy in our living, could it be that perhaps we are looking for the wrong things in the \;*;2‘ <
wrong places, trying to find that joy? N

Saint Teresa of Calcutta taught me a great lesson that changed the way | look at life,
and people, with a different attitude and vision. When she was asked how she was
able to work with such diseased and dirty people with so much affliction, her
response was priceless: “l see Jesus in each one of them. It is Jesus that | am caring
for....” Of course, we can’t all be like Mother Teresa, but | realised from her example
that if ALL are made in the image and likeness of God, then we should see Jesus in
ALL. The neighbour who annoys us; the brother or sister who offends us; the child
who strays and crushes our hearts; the spouse who deceives or betrays us; the parent
who neglects or rejects us....ALL are made in the image of God.

Over the years I've learned to see Jesus in the one who lays drunken or drugged in the gutter or by the road side;
| learned to see Jesus in the one who is homeless or mentally disturbed; | learned to see Jesus in the one who is
hurting and also in the one who is causing that hurt. Each soul has a place in the Heart of God. Each soul was in
the mind of Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane and on the Cross where He shed His Most Precious Blood. When
| was awakened to the Truth that God’s Love is not restricted but poured out for all, | also learned to see Jesus in
myself, and that has changed the way | perceive all things and all people.

It is when we fail to see Jesus in one another that we fail to love one another, fail to forgive the unforgiveable,
and fail to bear with the unbearable. Families are divided and broken when we fail to see Jesus in those with
whom we share our lives. Only when we see Jesus in one another can we hope to imitate Christ, to follow Him,
and to call ourselves “Christians.”

Teen’s Corner Heaven on Earth Corner

Salwa Elias

”Being a full-time mother is ’,“.‘: >, Every person reaches a time in
one of the highest salaried heir [if
jobs... since the payment [ their life where they want to
_is pure love. make a difference in the world.
Mildred B. Vermont My time came with Heaven on
Ihe bond between a mother Earth. While | thought that |
and a child is one of the was helping the needy and
g;??ﬁeﬂ I':E]S ghl?st é"l’gsg?‘{g on feeding the homeless, little did
ol mE e exg rzee A | know that they were actually
unconditional, unceasing and 4 helping me in return. Through acts of kindness and mercy,
sacrificial love. | found that my soul was being nourished by the grace of
Jn celebration of Mothers' Day, last week, the mothers ~ the Holy Spirit and | kept wanting more of this grace.
were invited to join their teens. The night was an
enlightening, fun, spiritual and emotional one too!

My recent mission trip to Fiji showed me that no matter
The mums were presented with a talk led by Sub-deacon how hard situations may seem in your life, there is always
Dandmi ?n hﬂWfOUr Laﬁ! isﬁ great eé?mpk’: and r|0|e someone worse off than you. | was amazed to see that the
elelel HEIEI (OF (35 RIS WAL (ST 15 Fijian people may have been poor in earthly materials of
focused on our Heavenly Mother. this world, but they were so rich in the love of their faith in
fn%rt;]fgsacgg]\gﬁgsért;g G Sv}v]gwecggf?itr;]%?rvgggktigei;ki”S God. Their faith fegds their spirits and allows them to

with koosa. While the year 8s were put to the test h; they accept what life has to offer them. Experiencing this

had to nappy change and dress dolls verging their mums. allowed me to turn my own sorrow into strength and

The nignt ended Wlﬁh avery peacefé” ﬁn. calming h taught me to accept God's will and trust in his plan for me.
?ég;fs hcﬁreet?]séﬁgthtggnpgggzﬁ?é% tﬁe?r'rcmﬁjmw‘i"{ﬁ 18 Without my journey with Heaven on Earth which started 2
letter in return. This had to be the highlight of the night ~ years ago, | would never have reached the spiritual level to
as we witnessed so many teens and their mums in tears.  accept and completely surrender my life to God. | pray for
May Our Lady who is the most perfect mother to exist, ~ the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to continue to enrich my
continue to grant our mothers the graces to become the ~ goodwill and guide my path with Heaven on Earth so that
best they can be, and for all of us, to cherish and respect  one day, | may earn my place in the Eternal Kingdom of

our mothers at every moment we can. Amen. .
Ghounwa Tawk Heaven...Amen Melissa Ishac



Parish Camera

Procession from OLOL to St Patrick’s Cathedral -
celebrating 100 years since Our Lady appeared to the children

Our Lady of
Fatima,
Pray for us!

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

N9 envir@

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL : “f,,"s IS SE\IDING MONEY

\ " PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING ' f i TO LOVED ONES
@ 0404 631 01 9 4 / \ Find ol fonor send LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS

Csmv

RAYMOND ISHAK 1300141315
www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au 24 "‘3.‘«‘.5# _ Temsnemiien www.envirowaste.com.au




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 21 May: 6th Sunday of Resurrection

8.00am All the Livings and Departed of the members of So-
dality

11:00am St. Rita Feast Mass with the Blessing of the Roses,
oil and bread

St Patrick Guildford

6:00pm Marie Mikhael Alam from Zahle (died in Lebanon)
Thursday 25 May: Ascension Thursday

Masses held at: 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

Saturday 27 May:

5:00pm Procession to celebrate the end of the Marian
Month of May throughout the streets of Harris Park
6:00pm 40 Day Thouraya Saiid Hanna from Sir El Dannieh
Sunday 28 May: 7th Sunday of Resurrection

11:00am Chehade Nohra Bati from Bkerkacha (died in
Lebanon)

5:00pm 40 Day Suzane Hayek widow of the late Chafic
Hanna from Hadath El Jebbeh
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From The Community Youth & Pastoral Centre

Interested in writing articles for the newsletter?

We are looking for new writers to include in our register.
If you would like to write articles in Arabic or English, please email your interest to newsletter@olol.org.au

Adult Arabic School
Registration is now open, classes on Monday and Tuesday from 7-9pm
for registration contact Denise: 0413 373 588 or Diana: 0431 553 449

MAY 2017 | The Family of Divine Word

Tuesday 23 May 2017 at 7:30pm
Topic: “Parents’ Wrong Love”

MAY 2017 End of May Procession

Saturday 27 May 2017
The procession through the surrounding streets will begin at 5pm
followed by Mass at 6pm.

| JUN2017 | F3mily Committee and Fersen Al-Adra Brunch
Sunday 4 June 2017 after 9:30am Mass

in CYPC Lvl 1 Recreation Room. Family fun and gathering with free food and

[ MAY 2017 | State of Origin Game 1 - Youths
Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7:30pm in Discussion Room - CYPC Level 1

drinks and activities for kids. All families are welcome

Cost: $15pp incl. food, snacks, water & soft drinks.
[ mAY 2017 | OLOL Teen’s State of Origin - Game 1
Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7:30pm in CYPC Level 1
Cost: $20pp incl. dinner, drinks, snacks & half time entertainment and prizes.
Tickets will be sold pre-game before Saturday & Wednesday classes.
Contact George Azar on 0416 668 974 or via facebook

| JuL2017 | Renewal of Marriage Vows
Sunday 30 July 2017 at 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating 5, 10, 15, 20, 25... 50... years of marriage.
If you are in this category, SMS Jossie on 0450 177 445 or
email marriedcouples@optusnet.com.au
to register for seats reservation, a certificate and special gift organised for you
Registrations close Sunday 9 July 2017!
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL PRESENTS

Dianands ¢ Qe
CGule @mer

/Friday, 26th May 2017 | 7pm
.=

Venue
Clarence house, 44 Albert Rd, Belmore

Cost
$200 per person | Tickets to be pre-sold

Tickets

Jeannette Haddad: 0414 952 940
Tina Salame: 0448 247 336
John Wardan: 0434 531611

Our Cause
Support for renovations to the Church Shelter, Statue & Grotto

Annual Gala Fundraising Sponsors - 2017

(SOIN)ISPONSORS!

DDF &k
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capital engineering consultants

ENAISSANCE Arab Bank Australia
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Constructions Pty Limited
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Month of May 2017 - Mary Home Visits
E, GROUP1 }
Monday 22 May 2017 Assaf Karam 71 Ellam Drive, Seven Hills 2147
Tuesday 23 May 2017 Najat Mouijalli 49 Windbourne St, West Ryde 2114
Wednesday 24 May 2017 Moussa Hawa 56 Goondah St, Villawood 2163
Thursday 25 May 2017 Mirna Moussa 42 Hampden Rd, South Wentworthville 2145
GROUP 2
Monday 22 May 2017 Rita Khreich 19 Robertson St, Guildford 2161
Tuesday 23 May 2017 Sanyoura Georges 8 Para St, Merrylands 2160
Wednesday 24 May 2017 Therese Sakr 57 Ross St, North Parramatta 2151
Thursday 25 May 2017 Mirna Khoury Geagea 467 Guildford Rd, Guildford 2161

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Hawa Azar (B) Joseph Saad Boutros, Hanneh Salame Bechara, Sobhi &
Saydie Bazouni & their children & grandchildren (C) (D) Roumanos Hanna Daher & all the faithful departed of Hadchit (E) Matthew Essey
(F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad,
Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Joseph David Harradine, Joseph David Hazzadine, Tanous & Chamouni Hessen,
Youssef & Hannel Hessen (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam (L) Julia & Tony Ishac—Michael Anjoul—Boulos
¢ Lawlach (M) Therese Melhem, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses,
& Departed of Moses Family, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Samiha Malkoun, Malfina Malkoun & her daughter Hened Kaissar, George
Maroun & his father Chehade Maroun (N) Rabiha Moussa Nasr (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie
Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih
Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Marina Hanna Semaan (T) Tansa & Thouraya & their children & grandchildren(U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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