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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 16 April 2017

The Gospel

When the Sabbath was over, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, so that they
might go and anoint Jesus.

And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the
tomb. They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for
us from the entrance to the tomb?” When
they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been
rolled back.

As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting
on the right side; and they were alarmed.
But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed;
you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not
here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see him, just as he told you.”

So they went out and fled from the tomb,
for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.

Mk 16:1-8

Prayer of the week

Lord Jesus,
Thank you for your
sacrificial act of love. Let us now
remember your
your promise to us of eternal life.
Let us all say during this
wonderful Easter season:

Amen!

Resurrection Sunday

2Cor 5: 11-21
Jn 20: 26-31

Next Sunday’s Readings

Faith in the
Resurrection
of Jesus says
that there is

a future for
every human

being;
the cry for
unending life

which is a

part of the

person is
indeed
answered.

Pope Benedict XVI

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from
the dead, how can some of you say there
is no resurrection of the dead? If there is
no resurrection of the dead, then Christ
has not been raised; and if Christ has not
been raised, then our proclamation has
been in vain and your faith has beenin
vain. We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we
testified of God that he raised Christ —

B |l whom he did not raise if it is true that the

dead are not raised. For if the dead are
not raised, then Christ has not been
raised. If Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
Then those also who have died in Christ
have perished. If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. For since death came through a
human being, the resurrection of the dead
has also come through a human being; for
as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive
in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ
the first fruits, then at his coming those
who belong to Christ. Then comes the
end, when he hands over the kingdom to
God the Father, after he has destroyed
every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. The last
enemy to be destroyed is death.

1 Cor 15:12-26

Christ is Risen ... He is Truly Risen!
And we are witnesses to this!

A Joyful & Holy Easter to
each and everyone of our Parishioners
from the Priests, Staff and
Members of the various Parish
Committees and Groups

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the Word The Resurrection

And so the story starts again ... what was thought to have been dead has returned to
life. What was thought to have been finished has started up again.

The Resurrection of Jesus tells us that truth cannot be silenced, that love conquers
hate, that good deeds will continue on, that justice will prevail, that hope is possible,
that life is a gift, that God always has the final say.

Easteris every day. Jesus’ Resurrection is a showing that God remains with us .. . .. no
matter what. It teaches us that life is before us and we must constantly choose what
Ilfestyle we want to lead — to choose as Jesus did, a life lived wisely, faithfully, and in
ove

The Resurrection is our answer when we question why? When we are struggling,
suffering, facing injustice, or are despairing, there remains always that truth, that God is
with us to the very end and beyond.

Jesus’ raising teaches us to make something of this life, to be the best we can, to improve the lives of others, to
contribute positively to the world, because good deeds matter and are needed.

Fmally, Easter tells us that we were created for union with God, a union of peace, freedom and love. This eternal
union starts here on earth and is our destination, our reward, our ultimate hope. So be an Easter people and
rejoice in the life giving love of God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word The Supreme Witness to the Resurrection

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,

It is with an earnest cry that we greet each other this year in the wake of the
tragedy that has taken place in Egypt. Yet again we find ourselves in the midst of
despair, anger and loss at a time when we should be celebrating with joy
because of the victory that was achieved on our behalf through the Resurrection of
The King. Suicide bombers attacked two Coptic Churches in northern Egypt on
Hosanna Sunday killing forty-four people. Forty-four new martyrs have been
added to the scrolls at the gates of heaven because they bore supreme witness to
the Resurrection of The King, their faith being their only crime in the eyes of their
perpetrators. Year after year, these scrolls are being populated with the names of
people who are loved, people who love and people who put the witness of their
faith into action. Although they did not choose their destiny, they lived their faith to
the ultimate degree of sacrifice; in the footsteps of The King, the Supreme Martyr.

i Pope Francis teaches us that: “a Church without martyrs is a church without
Jesus ” In this Jubllee Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs in our Maronite Church, we celebrate the witness of the
martyrs to their faith. Not only do we celebrate the many martyrs in the history of the Maronite Church, but we
also celebrate the martyrs who everyday give up their lives. Further we celebrate the white martyrs who suffer
persecution and torture today and every day. As difficult as this may be, yes, we celebrate them because they
have earned the eternal reward of the heavenly kingdom. Each drop of blood is a sign of victory because it is a
drop of love and forgiveness which cries out with the Lord: “forgive them Father, for they know not what they
are doing.” Each drop of blood is a shout to the mothers and fathers to stop weeping because “He is Risen, He is
truly Risen.” Each drop of blood is a call to the nations to take action against injustice. Each drop of blood is a
reminder to us of the ultimate and supreme sacrifice that we must be ready to make so that we can truly be
witnesses to the Resurrection of The King. Are we ready to make this sacrifice?

We are a people of faith, hope and love and we are witnesses to the Resurrection through the work that we do
here in our parish. Over the last few weeks of Lent and during Passion Week, | cannot but testify to the great
faith of our parishioners. The church and church grounds have overflown with the many faithful that have taken
part in all our celebrations. The wonderful work of our parishioners in making everyone who comes to Our Lady
of Lebanon Co-Cathedral feel welcomed into their home is something that | am very proud to proclaim aloud.
Day after day, you have worked tirelessly to serve and to help others come closer to the Risen Lord. Through your
actions, you have helped them on their journey to the Resurrection. Every member of the clergy, every staff
member, every committee member and every volunteer has contributed so much to the mission of our parish.
| thank you all for your contributions no matter how big or how small. Through your actions, my brothers and
sisters, you are circulating the unending drops of blood of the martyrs through the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Your witness is a clear message to those who are trying to eliminate us!

Christ is Risen...He is truly Risen, and we are witnesses to this!
Father Tony Sarkis
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Message of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay to

the Faithful on the occasion of Easter 2017 'We are Witnesses to His Resurrection (Acts 2:32)

Beloved Children of our Maronite Eparchy,

1. "He is Risen... and we are witnesses to that" (Acts 2:32; 10:38-40). The Easter
journey is a journey from the darkness of the tomb to the light of the
Resurrection; a journey from the suffering of the Cross and the sorrow of death to
the joy and glory of victory over pain and bereavement. The purpose of this
journey is the attainment of eternal life. This great hope flowing from the historic
event of Easter, is a witness to the death and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This hope has endured through the centuries and reaches us today, for each one of
us was in the mind and heart of Christ on the day of his crucifixion and also on the
day of his Resurrection. As such, every person is invited to believe in the
Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and to proclaim the Paschal mystery, which is
the passage of man, through the grace of Jesus, from death to life.

2. The Resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead is a truth, as bright as the sun.
In the Gospels, we find the witnesses to this truth. Their testimonies complement
one another and they are beyond any reasonable doubt. The first witness to his
death and Resurrection is Jesus himself, who prophesied this several times. The

' 4 Evangelist Matthew records Jesus speaking about his death and Resurrection on six
different occasions. (12:38, 16:21, 17:9, 17:22-23, 20:19, 26: 31-32)
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3. Before | come to the witnhesses of Christ's Resurrection, let us consider the testimonies to his death:

a. The first testimony of Jesus' death on the Cross was by the centurion who was responsible for the crucifixion
(Matthew 27:45-65; Mark 15:33-41, 45).

b. The second testimony records that Jesus was buried by Joseph of Arimathea. Joseph asked for the body of
Jesus to be taken down from the Cross. He wrapped it in linen and had it placed in a new tomb. A large rock was
rolled before the door of the tomb. It was sealed by orders of King Herod and watched over by guards. (Matthew
27:57; Mark 15:46; John 19:39-40; Luke 23:50-56)

4. The testimonies in the Bible to the Resurrection of Christ from the dead are many:

a. First, the narrative of the empty tomb and the angel's statement to the women, saying: “Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” The angel also told them to proclaim the good news to
the apostles. (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:6)

b. The second testimony to the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is from the disciples Peter and John, who
after hearing the news, came quickly to the place where Jesus was buried. They found the empty tomb, and the
linen strips and handkerchief on the ground and believed that He had truly risen (John 20: 3-8).

c. The third witness came from the guards at the tomb who felt the earthquake. They witnessed the stone roll
from the door of the grave and were surprised to see the angel of the Lord sitting on it. His face was like the
lightning, and his garments white as snow. The guards went into the city and reported to the elders and chief
priests everything that had happened. But the chief priests devised a plan and gave the soldiers a large sum of
money, telling them to say that Jesus’ disciples came during the night and stole him away while they were asleep.
(Matthew 28: 2-4,11-15). This raises the question, how could the guards see the apostles steal the body of Jesus
if they were asleep?

d. The final proof of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus is his several apparitions after the Resurrection: first to
Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18), then to Peter (Luke 24:34) and then to the disciples of Emmaus with whom He
walked and to whom he revealed Himself with the breaking of the bread (Luke 24: 13-35). All these appearances
to the apostles were to strengthen their faith. However, the appearance of Jesus to Thomas, who was not with
the apostles on the previous occasions, with its clear and tangible proofs, is the most beautiful and strongest
testimony of his Resurrection. Today, we renew our faith in the death and Resurrection of Christ, despite the
many attempts to discount and distort this truth in today's world, and we utter a cry of faith with the Apostle
Thomas saying: “My Lord and my God!”

Dearly Beloved,
5. Christian life is built on faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and on constant witness to his Resurrection from the
dead. This is the truth that our Maronite Church has lived and experienced generation after generation, and in
defence of which it gave the blood of its martyrs. We are today called to renew our faith in this truth.

continued


http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicdirectory.com.au%2Fabout%2Fbishops&ei=_q4YVdCWIYKB8gXcloFg&bvm=bv.89381419,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGOYPwln-FYfBSZBlnnfTeywHdI3A&us

shop Antoine Charbel Tarabay to

sage of His Excellency Bi
Messag f Easter 2017 We are Witnesses to His Resurrection (Acts 2:32)

the Faithful on the occasion O

With this belief, our Patriarch, His Beatitude and Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, along with the
Maronite Synod of Bishops, declared a year for martyrdom and the witness of the martyrs, starting on the Feast
of Saint Maroun on 9 February 2017 and concluding on the Feast of St. John Maroun on 2 March 2018. This also
marks the passing of 1500 years from the martyrdom of the 350 monks of the Monastery of Saint Maroun in the
year 517.

6. In order to be witnesses to the Resurrection of the Lord in today's society, we must be spiritually renewed by
practicing the sacrament of reconciliation, participating in the Holy Mass, and receiving the body and blood of
Jesus every Sunday, and even every day if we can. This is the best way to renew and strengthen our faith in Jesus,
risen from the dead. We live this faith in our church through the intercession of the Saints. If our Church is to
bear a better and broader Christian witness in Australia, we need to meet and put together spiritual and pastoral
plans. We need to discuss the social problems and challenges that face us, especially the challenge of passing on
the faith, the faith of our forefathers, to new generations.

7. With the aim of improving our Christian witness and strengthening the family and defending marriage, we
launched, three years ago, plans to hold a Diocesan Assembly for our Maronite Eparchy in Australia. The good
news today is that the Assembly will hold its first general meeting from the 24th to the 26th of November 2017 in
Sydney, with the participation of parish and ecclesial representatives and Maronite organisations from all over
the country.

8. Finally, with St Augustine we repeat: “It’s no great thing to believe that Christ died; even pagans and Jews and
wicked people believe that. They all believe that he died. The faith of Christians is Christ’s resurrection. This is the
great thing: we believe that he rose from the dead.” As such, we understand that it is not possible to be true
Christians unless we believe in the Resurrection of Christ. Jesus risen from the tomb and victorious over evil, sin
and death, is ever present in the heart of the world, present through his Holy Spirit, through His living word, and
in His body and blood in the Eucharist. Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, we then call to mind the truth of
his suffering, death and Resurrection and his constant living presence with us. He is closer to us than ourselves
because Jesus is the same: yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). We live in hope of the revelation of his
Glory in the second coming.

9. On this Holy Day, we all turn to Jesus and cry out with one voice and in one faith: "Come, O Lord
Jesus!" (Revelation 22:20). Come and seal our hearts with the seal of your glorious Resurrection. Strengthen our

faith that we may witness to you and boldly declare the truth of your Resurrection saying:
“Christ is Risen, Truly Risen... and we are witnesses to that.”
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Maronite Bishop of Australia
Easter Sunday, 16 April 2017

Community Business Network Page

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic

5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

Protect youriloved ones.
Make sure your-assets end
up in the right hands

¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

9637 3227

Medicare Bqu Bllllng for Ellglble Patients
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* Foot & Nail Treatment
« Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails RMI LEGAL P(W&
* Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment a will foday

Raymond Mawad 02 9687 7000

4 Albion Street, Harris Park, NSW 2150
www.rmlegal.com. au_
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MARTIAL ARTS

v' High energy Taekwondo classes

v' Experienced, qualified instructors
v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence
v’ Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! «

THIS IS Sg\IDING MONEY

GNIT 5, 187 FAIRFIELD RD m

PH: OF15 663 966

www."facebook.com/fmataekwondo




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

16 April - Sunday of the Resurrection (Easter Sunday)
8:00am Easter Mass (Arabic)

9:30am Easter Mass (English)

11:00am Easter Mass (Arabic/English)

5:00pm Easter Mass (Arabic/English)

7:00pm Easter Mass (English)

St Patrick’s (Guildford)

6:00pm Easter Mass (Arabic/English)

17 April — Easter Monday — Holy Day

8:00am Easter Mass (Arabic)

10:00am Easter Mass (English)

6:00pm Assaad Jamil Rizko from Ashrafieh (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 19 April
7:00pm 40 Day Samuel Samson from Kfarsghab

Thursday 20 April
6:00pm Imad Rouphael Abboud from Jaj (died in Lebanon)
brother of Fr Raphael Abboud

Friday 21 April

6:00pm 40 Day Jacob Khalil Bayssari and One Year his
Grandmother Shahideh Boutros Younes from
Hadchit

Saturday 22 April
6:00pm 40 Day Marie Saad Abdallah widow of the late
George Mansour from Beirut

Sunday 23 April: New Sunday — Devine Mercy
11:00am 1 Year Jamileh Samrani widow of the late Badwi
Phillip Salhab from Sebel
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From The Community Youth & Pastoral Centre

MAY 2017 I
Mother’s Day Mass & Function
Siti kalmi sitik (grandmother speak to your grandmother)
Tuesday 9 May 2017 | Mass at 10:30am followed by lunch in the hall
Cost: $50pp (food, drink & entertainment)
Contact: Gladis 0401265210 Nadine 0488807080| Charlotte 0406288538

| JuL2017 | World Maronite Youth Day 2017

15th July to 23rd July 2017 in Beirut, Lebanon
Cost is $100 ($75US) for registration.

Includes accommodation, food, transport throughout the 7 days.
Tickets to Lebanon are self-funded. For your information pack,
contact John-Claude Tadros (0422643203) or Moussa Hawa (0401586244).
Limit of 100 per Eparchy. Registrations close soon!
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QOUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL PRESENTS

- @anands & QPeails:
s @imer

/Friday, 26th May 2017 | 7pm

Venue
Clarence house, 44 Albert Rd, Belmore

Cost

$200 per person | Tickets to be pre-sold
Tickets

Jeannette Haddad: 0414 952 940
Tina Salame: 0448 247 336
John Wardan: 0434 531611

Our Cause
Support for renovations to the Church Shelter, Statue & Grotto

 REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm during the school term
Classes for Term 2 resume on Sat 29 April 17 call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am
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Arabic Classes: Weekly Mon 7-9pm for starting date
call Margo on 0400 001 758




Parish Camera

VS &
) o
4

e

=

Rite of the arrival
at the Harbour




Parish Camera




Parish Camera

Holy Thursday Mass -
Washing of the Feet

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Hawa Azar, Raymond Anjoul (B) Joseph Saad Boutros, Youssef Habib
Basbous & his brothers and sisters, Elias Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh & Ramza & Elias & Fadwa Boumelhem, Fr Hanna Boumelhem (C) (D)
Louis & Sarkis Draibi (E) Matthew Essey, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni, Melhem Eid (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen
Madeline George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph
Haddad, Joseph David Harradine, Sara George Hawi & Chafika, Tansa Diab Diby Hawi, Tannous Wadiaa Youssef Hady (l) (J? Youssef &
Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Mounir Milad Karaki, Hanneh & Youssef & Marie Kaboura (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Boutros
& Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Youssef &
Ghssoun Maroun, Chmouni Massoud, Antoun & Elaine Manassa, Antoun & Tony Mokdassi (N) Sarkis & Chafica & Katia Ndaira (O) (P) (Q)
(R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou
Raidan, Rizk Family (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Saba Family, Elias
Sarkis & his parents Maza & Sarkis Semaan (T) Tanna Family, Said Assaad Taouk & his brothers and sisters (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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