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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after
some days, it was reported that he was at
home. So many gathered around that there
was no longer room for them, not even in
front of the door; and he was speaking the
word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by
four of them. And when they could not
bring him to Jesus because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above him; and after
having dug through it, they let down the
mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in
their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in
this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive
sins but God alone?”

At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that
they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, “Why do
you raise such questions in your hearts?
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your
sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up and
take your mat and walk’? But so that you
may know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins”- he said to the
paralytic - “I say to you, stand up, take your
mat and go to your home.” And he stood
up, and immediately took the mat and went
out before all of them; so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have
never seen anything like this!”

Mk 2:1-12

FRIDAYS OF LENT

Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer &
Adoration of the Cross
6PM Arabic & 8PM English

Day Light Savings (Back)
Sunday 2 April 2017
Reminder to put your clock backwards

THE HEALING OF
THE PARALYTIC

Liawy lsaNa.
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Next Sunday’s Readings

Sunday of the
Blind
2Cor 10: 1-7
Mk 10: 46-52

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

The sins of some people are conspicuous
and precede them to judgment, while the
sins of others follow them there. So also
good works are conspicuous; and even
when they are not, they cannot remain
hidden. Let all who are under the yoke of
slavery regard their masters as worthy of all
honour, so that the name of God and the
teaching may not be blasphemed. Those
who have believing masters must not be
disrespectful to them on the ground that
they are members of the church; rather
they must serve them all the more, since
those who benefit by their service are
believers and beloved. Teach and urge
these duties.

Whoever teaches otherwise and does not
agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in
accordance with godliness, is conceited,
understanding nothing, and has a morbid
craving for controversy and for disputes
about words. From these come envy,
dissension, slander, base suspicions, and
wrangling among those who are depraved
in mind and bereft of the truth, imagining
that godliness is a means of gain.

1Tim 5: 24 - 6:5

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Lord Jesus
You the paralysed man
after seeing the faith and determination
of the four who carried him.
We ask that you may bless us with
built on faith, hope and love.
Help us to be a Church that the
burdens of those who suffer with patience,
trusting in your to restore all
people and give them fullness of life.
Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday at 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light fromthe word The Catechismw - WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF
THE PARALYTIC THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS?

This sunday’s Gospel in the Lenten Season relates the What happened in the Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane?
healing of the paralytic, but there are others in this Despite the horror which death represented for the sacred
account who are really the heroes. humanity of Jesus "who is the Author of Life" (Acts 3:15),
e s e s ars) e @renrls (e e . Than s the.human will of the Son of God. remained faithful to the
scene shifts to ‘some people’ including ‘four of them.” We Wil of the Father for our salvation. Jesus accepted the
don’t know who they are, what their names are, or how duty to carry our sins in his Body

many in total there were. What we do know is that they "becoming obedient unto death" (Philippians 2:8).
desperately wanted the paralytic healed, that they

climbed to the roof, dug through it, and brought down What are the results of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross?
the paralytic on a stretcher. A costly exercise, especially

S VP e O e Jesus freely offered his life as an expiatory sacrifice, that
is, he made reparation for our sins with the full obedience
Jesus is amazed by their faith and turns his attention to of his love unto death. This love "to the end" (John 13:1)

the paralytic. We know the rest of the story but let us for of the Son of God reconciled all of humanity with the
today, focus on the helpers. Father. The paschal sacrifice of Christ, therefore, redeems
The love they had for this paralytic was so deep, they humanity in a way that is unique, perfect, and definitive;
would go to any lengths to help him. It is such a contrast and it opens up for them communion with God.

to today’s society, where the physically dependent,

mentally ill, or socially awkward, are shunned by society i dicei : 2
s e snd sonssered £ Huren. £ e sty hare Why does Jesus call upon his disciples to take up their cross?

abortions are justified because the possible quality of life .By calling hi§ disciples tq take Ll th'eir fress qnd fOIIO,V_V
of the unborn doesn’t meet society’s standards. This him Jesus desires to associate with his redeeming sacrifice

story is a reminder that we are called to support and be those who are to be its first beneficiaries.
by the side of those most defenceless and vulnerable.

These people who surrounded the paralytic with such
love and concern, enabled Jesus to heal the paralytic. And
we are all in need of such friends. We may not realise it,
but the love and care of people, goes a long way in
helping heal minds and hearts. Love and compassion
make the world a better place.

So this Lenten Season, let us love and care so that others
may be brought into fullness of life like the paralytic.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

B8 After a break last week from the miracle stories we find ourselves this week in
! Capernaum bearing witness to the fourth miracle during this season of Great Lent, the
healing of the Paralytic Man. We all know this story well and are always captivated by
the faith of both the paralytic man and his friends who overcame all obstacles to get to
Jesus, even if it meant climbing a roof and some heavy lifting. If we focus on the friends
b  of the paralytic, we can speak about two things, their love for their friend and their

1 confidence in Jesus’ healing power. These two aspects allowed them to be creative and
| find a way to help their friend help himself to get to Jesus.

. This begs the question of us; when we are helping others, are we helping them to help

£+ themselves? Or are we trying to find a short-term solution to alleviate some immediate
5 pain and suffering. For example, when we feed the homeless or the needy, is it enough
to provide them with a portion of food for a period of time to alleviate their hunger and
= need or are we being creative in finding a way to help them to help themselves out of
the despair that they may be living in. This may be to help them find a job, or help them to learn something new
or find an organisation that can also help them. Further, through our good-will, are we helping them to help
themselves get to Christ? This may mean that we may need to go beyond giving them a portion of food, it means
that there is going to be some climbing and heavy lifting involved. It means that we may need to get out of our
comfort zone and do something different that will truly deliver them to Christ. This facilitation will hopefully
allow them to truly encounter Christ, so that that they can stand up, take their mat and walk again.

This past week we celebrated two feasts of two women who continue to help us to help ourselves get to Christ.
On Thursday, we celebrated the feast of Saint Rafga who is a remarkable example for us. Saint Rafga was able to
join her suffering with the suffering of Christ on the cross and teaches us to do the same in our brokenness and
despair. On Saturday, we celebrated the feast of the Annunciation, that great day when Mary said yes to God and
played a major role in delivering the human race from its abandonment. Through their intercession and prayers,
they facilitate our deliverance to Christ. May their prayers be with you always.

The program for Passion Week and Easter has now been finalised. | encourage you to take a copy and note all the
events that will take place during this Holy Season. This year we will be hosting a spiritual concert for Nizar Fares
together with the Syriac Catholic Church on Passion Tuesday (11 April). This and all the spiritual events will help
us on our journey toward the Resurrection.

Fr Tony Sarkis


https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYjpXR2ebSAhWKULwKHXErA9cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.celestialnewsonline.com%2Flenient-on-crime-what-jesus-achieved-for-us-on-the-cross%2F&psig=AFQjCNHO7VUpt3

Article of the Week

BREAKING THE ROOF OPEN!

I this week’s Gospel concerning the paralytic we hear that when the paralytic’s > \CL‘Q;A@L% ¥
friends saw that he was unable to get near Jesus they opened up the roof above

him to bring him to Christ. In 2015, at the World Meeting of Families, Archbishop
Tagle of Manila gave a talk about the family being a ‘home for the wounded
heart.” Of this Gospel he said:

“A beautiful image in the Bible of a Church that heals, even when it is wounded, |
is that small band of friends of a paralytic in Mark 2. You know those four
friends, who did everything that they could? But when it was impossible to bring
their friend close to Jesus because of the crowd, what did they do? They went up
the roof. They opened up the roof to lower their friend to Jesus. That's a family.
That's a parish. That's a diocese. That's the Church. No one gives up! | won't give
up! We won't give up leading people to the healing touch of Jesus.

In the words of Maria Cataldo Cunniff, the Church opens doors to Jesus, and
sometimes roofs in order to bring people to Jesus.”

We also see importance of friendship when we hear in this Gospel that Christ
was moved by the faith of the paralytic’s friend and for that reason he healed him. It was their faith that touched
Jesus. God honours the faith of those who help in the salvation process.

By praying and showing Christ's love to others, we too can break open roofs and bring others to Christ. God
honours the faith of those who are actively concerned about bringing their friends to Christ.

So this Lent, let us ask ourselves — through words and through our actions — are we opening doors and roofs to
bring people into the Church or like the Pharisees are we rigid and turning people away? Lent is not only a calling
for us to find Jesus, but to help others find Him as well.

Theresa Simon

‘Be Strong and Courageous’
is the theme for the first ever

" Maronite World Youth Days in
Lebanon, from July 15th - July 23rd.
Join thousands of Maronite Youth
from around the world in this first
ever event. Have you ever had a
guestion about your heritage, your
. Maronite roots or culture? This trip
will leave no questions unanswered.

For a small fee of $100, this trip includes 7 days of
spiritual, social and touristic activities. Other surprises are
also part of the agenda. All food, transport and
accommodation will be provided. We will be joined by His
Beatitude Patriarch Mar Bchara Boutros Al-Rahi for the
Opening and Closing ceremonies as well as for key events
such as Adoration nights. The only cost you will bear in

Every week, the Fersen statue of Our Lady visitsa  addition to registration is your ticket to Lebanon.

different family. The Fersen leaders join the families Both Moussa Hawa and | attended a similar trip on a much
for a night of Prayer. It is such a great testament to  smaller scale a few years back. We were both amazed at

our faith to see families coming together to pray. how much we learnt, networked, socialised and enjoyed
It is especially wonderful to witness so many young  our time with our Maronite brothers and sisters from
children engaging in prayer. around the world.

A once in a lifetime opportunity. Leave no stone unturned
0 Jesus, we humbly prayer that You grant Your in the land of the cedars. Be strong and courageous by
special graces to all the families who open their joining us in Beirut this July. Please contact Moussa Hawa

homes and hearts to you. May their home be a place (0401 586 244) or | (0422 643 203) if you would like to
of peace, purity, love and faith. O Mary, our loving  fegister. Spots are limited and registrations have only been
Mother. and Blessed Saint Joseph pray'to Jesus for  ©€xtended for another few weeks. St John Paul Il once said

our families and ask Jesus to watch over our homes,  -€Panon is a more than just a country it is a message’.
Discover this message in July 2017.

John-Claude Tadros (Youth Coordinator)



PARISH CAMERA

Stations of the Cross
- ;‘ \p 4

EFF Lenten Course:
The Paralytic

Movie after Stations of the

Cross: Hacksaw Ridge Free TAFE computer course
MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

oA Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Ta rget 2000 Parishioners made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,733,614 Units $1,524,227

MMUNITY BUSIN NETWORK PA

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands Make sure yourassets énd
up in the right hands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

¢ Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails RMI|ILEGAL wab

« Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment a wll todlay
¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs » i

¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles Raymond Mawad 02 9687 7000

9637 3227 ‘Llé‘UID WASTE SPEéIALISTS 4 Abion Strest, Haris Pk, NSW 2150

www.rmlegal.com. au_
Medicare Bulk Billing for Ellglble Patients 1 300 1 4 1 3 ] 5 d

}"h w2 Ay ﬂ www.envirowaste.com.au tp 4
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Protectyoufloved ones.

MARTIAL ARTS

S | /|
b \ ’ o v' High energy Taekwondo classes
\ — Z v' Experienced, qualified instructors
5 SE ™

v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence

v B THIS IS SENDING MONEY v Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! ’
\ “’ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING '/ fz: TO LOVED ONES

GNIT 5, 187 FAIRFIELD RD m

©W0o0404 631 019 el wesermanion com. _
© RAYMOND ISHAK f " PH: OF15 663 966

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au B —— e www.‘ #acebook.com/fmataekwondo
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 26 March: Sunday of the Paralytic

11:00am 40 Day Kafa Moussa widow of the late Habib
Sarkis Isaac from Karm El Mohr

3:00pm 40 Day John Mahfoud Chalhoub from Aachach

5:00pm 40 Day Albert Sleiman Bacha from Zgharta

Monday 27 March
6:00pm Jamal Antonios Jabbour Sleiman widow of the late
Nkoula Hanna Abdo from Tripoli (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 30 March
6:00pm 40 Day Badwi Gebrael Geryes from Karm El Mohr

Saturday 1 April
6:00pm 40 Day Salwa Dib Saouma from Ashrafieh widow
of the late Naoum Bechara from Beirut

Sunday 2 April: Sunday of the Blind

8:00am All the Livings and Departed of the members of

Sodality

40 Day Chmouni Sarkis Bazouni from Hadchit

widow of the late Fahim Masoud from Bane

11:00am Mass celebrated by his Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay in the presence of His
Excellency Lebanese Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Emigrants Mr Gebran Bassil and His
Excellency Lebanese State Minister for Presidency
Affairs Mr Pierre Raffoul

5:00pm 1 Year Ghantous Moussa Elbayeh from Kfardlakos

9:30am
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ROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

MYO Lenten Retreat

Friday 31st March 2017 - Sunday 2nd April 2017
7pm sharp arrival Friday & 2pm departure Sunday.

EFF Maronite Lenten Course
Continues Monday 27 March 2017 at 7pm
MAR 2017 |

The Family of Divine Word
Tuesday 28 March 2017 at 7:30pm
Topic: The Church’s teachings on same-sex relationship

Place: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre- Grose Wold Road, Grose Vale 2753
Cost: $220pp - Rooms of 4 and all meals provided. Please let us know
names in rooms and any dietry requirements.

Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010

[MAR 2017 ] “The Bible Project”
English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies Thursday’s at 7pm
in the Seniors Room OLOL CYPC Led by Mons Shora and Team. All Welcome.

| APR 2017 | MYO 7 Churches bus Pilgrim

Thursday 13 April 2017 departure at 8pm sharp
from the corner of OLOL and MSHF school
Cost: $20pp - food & fluid will be provided, prayer books will be given out

2 losa Abalil) de L) Gusad s JS d5aw Ao lu
Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

on the night. Contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 & Rob Mourad 0404 066 877

[ MAY 2017 | Mother’s Day Event Please keep Tuesday 9 May 2017 free
for an upcoming Mother’s Day event. Details will be available soon.

MAR 2017 |
' Movies after English Stations of the Cross
Continues 31 March 2017 & Ends of Good Friday 14 April 2017
Movies shown will consist of: St Rafga - St Charbel - For Greater Glory -
Ending with The Passion of the Christ in OLOL CYPC Seniors Room.
This event is free for all. Please note that under 18 year olds will need an
accompanying adult for attendance otherwise they will be refused entry
due to the nature of these films. Movies may be subject to change.

[JuL2017 | World Maronite Youth Day 2017
15th July to 23rd July 2017 in Beirut, Lebanon
Join thousands of Maronite Youth from around the world in this first ever
event that will be hosted in Lebanon. Cost is $100 ($75US) for registration.
This includes accommodation, food, transport throughout the 7 days.
Tickets to Lebanon are self-funded. For your information pack,
contact John-Claude Tadros (0422643203) or Moussa Hawa (0401586244).
Limit of 100 per Eparchy. Registrations close soon!

APR 2017 I

Are you considering Religious Life? The Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family welcome you to a spiritual day for Women
Sunday 2 April 2017 at 10am - 5pm at 194 Wardell Rd, Dulwich Hill
For Registration contact Sr Rose Therese on 0421 283 899 or email rosetheresetannous@gmail.com

MAR 2017 I

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Would you like to be a Foster Carer?! Join is for the Foster Care Information Session
Wednesday 29 March 2017 at 7:30pm - 8:30pm in OLOL CYPC  RSVP: Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am - 10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Al Zaouk 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103
For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park
Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

The Carers meeting will take place on 28 March 2017 at 10:30am
on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

< £ (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Hawa Azar, Youssef Sarkis Achmar & Family (B) Joseph Saad
,y # Boutros, Mansour Bazouni (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad,

"4 Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph, Tannous
ir Ghaleb Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Mounir Milad Karaki (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and
i ¥4/ their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Lichaa &
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