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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE PARABLE OF

THE GOSPEL THE PRODIGAL SON THE EPISTLE
Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two
sons. The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.” So he divided his property between
them. A few days later the younger son gathered all
he had and travelled to a distant country, and there
he squandered his property in dissolute living.
When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that country, and he began
to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were
eating; and no one gave him anything.
But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of
my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to
spare, but here | am dying of hunger! | will get up

Brothers and sisters,

Examine yourselves to see whether you are
living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not
realise that Jesus Christ is in you? — unless,
indeed, you fail to meet the test! | hope you
will find out that we have not failed. But we
pray to God that you may not do anything
wrong — not that we may appear to have
met the test, but that you may do what is
right, though we may seem to have failed. For
we cannot do anything against the truth, but
only for the truth. For we rejoice when we are
weak and you are strong. This is what we pray
for, that you may become perfect. So | write
these things while | am away from you, so

and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, | | Next Sunday’s Readings

have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no Sunday of the that wh_en ! _com(ﬁ, ! mar\]/ not hﬁve tl'? bLe dh
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like Paralytic severe In using the authority that the Lord has
one of your hired hands.” So he set off and went to 1Tim 5: 24-6:5 given me for building up and not for tearing
his father. Mk 2: 1-12 down.

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and

was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put

around him and kissed him. Then the son said to things in order, listen to my appeal, agree
him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and with one another, live in peace; and the God
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your of love and peace will be with you. Greet one
son.” But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
outa rObﬁ._ﬁthe beStdO“e d_land %‘.’t ]'ct °,'c" 2‘”&; F"fct you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And ge :
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and |5qu ogGoqI,hanﬁ t?e communion of the Holy
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive pirit be with all ot you.
aglailro\; he was lost and is found!” And they began to 2Cor 13: 5-13
celebrate.
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he PRAYER OF THE WEEK
came and approached the house, he heard music e
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked Lord
what wasdgoing ?n.hHerr\eplli(eltlzi,(;Y%urfbrotger li}as be lik h’ q |
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, i i
because he has got him back safe and sound.” Then el e s e prodigal son
he became angry and refused to go in. His father and with full trust and
came out and began to plead with him. But he X . i
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years | love, especially during this lent.
have been working like a slave for you, and | have
never disobeyed your command; yet y(r)]u have A May we cast all our sorrows and
never given me even a young goat so that | might . . .
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of SUﬁermgs Into your Welcomlng hands.
yours came back, who has devoured your property Amen!
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ en:
Thehn the fatgelrls?]id to him, ‘Son, you are alwrzfy(sj
with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours FRIDAYS OF LENT
was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer &
been found.’ Adoration of the Cross

Lk 15:11-32 6PM Arabic & 8PM English

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday at 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechisw - WHAT DID WE LEARN FROM
THE PRODIGAL SON THE TEMPTATIONS OF JESUS IN THE DESERT?

Considered the greatest parable, our Gospel passage What did we learn from the

today reflects on the prodigal son and his brother. There temptations of Jesus in the desert?

is much to ponder but let us focus on one line in this The temptations of Jesus in the desert recapitulate the
parable. temptation of Adam in Paradise and the temptations of
The father says to the elder at the end of the parable, Israel in the desert. Satan tempts Jesus in regard to his
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is obedience to the mission given him by the Father. Christ,
yours’ (v31). That perhaps sums up our hopes but also the new Adam, resists and his victory proclaims that of his
our failures. passion which is the supreme obedience of his filial love.

The Church unites herself to this mystery in a special way

Th k hat all the father h hi
eyoungest son knew that all the father had was IS, in the "turgicalseason Of Lent.

and so he asked for ‘the share of the property that will
belong to me’ (v12) only to then squander it on ‘dissolute L . .
living’ (v13), and later regretting it. In contrast the elder Who is invited to come into the Kingdom of God

son never asked anything from the father and becomes proclaimed and brought about by Jesus?

bitter in his failure to appreciate what lies before him. It's  A|| are invited by Jesus to enter the Kingdom of God. Even
a lesson for us too. the worst of sinners is called to convert and to accept the
Bod has given us all, for our peace of mind and heart. In  boundless mercy of the Father. Already here on earth, the
fact, Jesus says explicitly to ask, knock and seek, and we Kingdom belongs to those who accept it with a humble

will receive. However, there are a few problems we have, heart. To them the mysteries of the Kingdom are revealed.
just like the two sons in the parable. i

Do we know what we really want? The younger brother
thought all he needed was material wealth, only to find in
the end it was the father’s love that was of most value.

Do we know how to ask? The elder son couldn’t trust the
goodness of the father and couldn’t recognise his own
need, and so failed to ask, only to live in misery.

Can we recognise all that God has given us? Neither son
recognised what the father had given them. They took for
granted the love, wealth, peace and security of home.

So during Lent, let us learn to pray in thanks to God,
whose free grace has blessed us abundantly. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,
This week we have much to celebrate as we continue our journey to the Harbour of Salvation.
Firstly, we celebrate the merciful and gratuitous father. He is the father who welcomes his son
back into his bosom without a question. He is the father who stretches forth his two hands to
welcome his son, the hand of the compassionate and loving mother and the hand of the merciful
gratuitous father. He is the father who loves his son so much that the mere glimpse of him in the
distance erupts a volcano of joy. This irruption of joy in his life is a small taste of the gratuitous
love of our Father in heaven, a love that doesn’t ask for anything in return. We read about this
love in so many Gospel stories and we feel this love every time we come to receive the Eucharist. However, how
are we activating this gratuitous love in our lives? Whenever we do good, do we always expect something in return
by way of acknowledgement, reward or favour? Or am | doing good for the sake of adding it as an achievement on
my portfolio? It is very important that we ask ourselves these questions in the Season of Great Lent.

The second cause for celebration today is the Feast of Saint Joseph. Again, another father who acted with
gratuitous love; another father who portrays the image of God. Although we know very little about Saint Joseph,
the small amount that we know is enough to empower us with the knowledge of the Father in heaven. Saint
Joseph was the earthly father figure for Jesus. He was the perfect example of what a father should be, what a
true man should be. Saint Joseph announced the mysteries of the Lord, bearing witness to Mary’s virginity and to
God’s gratuitous action, and protecting the earthly life of Jesus. In him we see the emergence of the new man,
who looks with trust and courage to the future, who does not follow his own plans but entrusts himself entirely
to the infinite mercy of God the Father. How many of us can say that we entrust ourselves to God and his will?
Unfortunately, today more than ever, we continue to entrust ourselves to ourselves (to me, to I). Unfortunately,
we think that our masculinity is portrayed through our loud voices and our gluttony for wealth and power. Let us
look to the example of Saint Joseph, who, through his silence, the true meaning of masculinity overflowed.

Finally, the Sydnod of Maronite Bishops declared the year between 9 February 2017 (Feast of Saint Maroun) and
the 2 March 2018 (Feast of Saint John Maroun) as the Jubilee Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs. The purpose of
this Jubilee Year is to celebrate the known and the unknown martyrs of the Maronite Church. The known martyrs
being: the 350 Monks of Saint Maroun whose 1500-year anniversary we celebrate; Patriarch Daniel the Hadchiti
who was martyred 734 years ago; Patriarch Garbriel Hajoula who was martyred 650 years ago; the Blessed
Massabki Brothers who were martyred in the year 1860. Focus will also be on the unknown martyrs of the
Maronite Church and especially during the Ottoman Empire and the World Wars.

| also take this opportunity to thank the Pastoral Council for meeting this week in preparation for Passion Week
and Easter and all the wonderful people working on the maintenance of the community centre.
Fr Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week
CONFESSION THROUGH THE FATHER’S EYES
T ,

D i A Do you recall that feeling when you know you have been away from God for a bit? Or
> you indulged in a sin that makes you feel disconnected from Him? Sometimes it has

£ only been a day or two, whilst other times may have been weeks, months or even

L years. Jesus reminds us to “Repent, and believe in the gospel" (Mark 1:15). However,

4 the worse feeling for so many, including myself, was going to confession. You stand in

line waiting to go, dreading to enter, having to say what you have done out loud. We

know that we do not want to sin anymore and that we are ready to connect with God

.2 again but we are so ashamed to ask for forgiveness.

_ The Church sees the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation (confession) as a first
7 step in returning back to the Father. Hence, the Gospel of the Prodigal Son is often

« used in reference to this sacrament. The son’s initial action of returning to his father’s

3\ &7 house is the beginning of his journey for reconciliation. He knows he has done wrong

: =% and that going back home would be embarrassing and hard but he does it anyway. The
son returns humbled, to his father and confess his sins. | soon realised that is how | should enter into the

Sacrament of Confession. We should see confession not as scary experience but as humbly returning to God and

fixing our relationship with him. Like the prodigal son’s father, our Father is always waiting for us even if we have

turned our back on Him.

So a few notes to remember about confession. Firstly, we must also remind ourselves that ‘the priest is the sign
and the instrument of God's merciful love for the sinner’ (CCC 1465). He is not there to judge us and we should
not feel ashamed. Secondly, some of the spiritual effects of confession include peace and serenity of conscience,
and spiritual comfort and an increase of spiritual strength for the Christian battle (CCC 1496). Finally, God is
revealed as our father who even when we renounce him and disown him through sin, cannot disown us but loves
on tenderly and patiently and waits for us to return, his arm extended in the embrace of forgiveness. God is
always there waiting like the forgiving father. He has forgiven us before we have even had time to forgive
ourselves.

Connie Maree

Come Alive Corner Englishv Fafggl\v’l E%V%WV Corner

"COME ALIVE" has been exploring the season of The Gospel of the Prodigal Son is
Great Lent. The first session covered an overview of about homecoming. The English
Lent and the 3 pillars of prayer, fasting and Faith Formation team is
Almsgiving. presently running two events to
inspire you to come home.

On Tuesday night we started a
novena for the sick and the
suffering in the lead up to the
feast of the of St Rafga. St Rafga
willed her suffering and sought
to join it with Christ’s suffering.
Many who are sick or suffering
attended and sought the
intercession of St Rafqa.

The novena continues with the usual English rosary

If you're in years 10-12 | strongly encourage youto  times. On Wednesday 22 March 2016, on the eve of St
join over 60 teenagers your age to learn and grow in  Rafqga’s feast, the 7pm English Mass will be dedicated to

your Maronite faith. her feast. All are welcome to attend.
Tony Mattar

Our last session covered the Stations of the cross.

A timeline of the history, origin and Early Church
practice of this ancient prayer. Tradition tells us that
Our Lady was the first to ever walk the stations of
the Cross in imitation of Her Blessed Son. To end the
session, we prayed the Stations of the cross in the
Church!

Ovur next session which is on Wednesday the 22nd
of March from 7-9pm will cover the Theology behind
"fasting and abstinence" and how we ought to be
applying them to our lives.

b ot

Our Lenten course is continuing on Monday nights. This
week, inspired by the reflections of Henri Nouwen we
entered into meditation on Rembrandt’s famous painting
on the parable of the prodigal son. Henri Nouwen’s book
is a testimony as to how even as a priest, like the prodigal
son, Henri Nouwen was inspired to return home to the
bosom of his Father and become the Father. The book is
available as both a hardcopy and audiobook and makes
wonderful Lenten reading, it is titled “The Return of the
L Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming.” The Lenten course
1 is continuing on Monday nights at 7pm in the Senior’s
& room and all are welcome to attend.

Theresa Simon
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Fr Yuhanna Khalife with

Fersen Children & Parents after Mass

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,733,614 Units $1,524,227

Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

1 33 Parishioners committed

MMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAG

5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

¢ Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

¢ Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

9637 3227

Medicare Bulk Billing for Eligible Patients

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic

envir®

LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS
1300141315
www.envirowaste.com.au

Protectyoufloved ones.
Make sure yourassets énd
up in the right hands

Prepare
a wll todlay
Raymond Mawad 02 9687 7000

4 Albion Street, Harris Park, NSW 2150 f
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MARTIAL ARTS

v' High energy Taekwondo classes

v' Experienced, qualified instructors
v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence
v’ Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! «

GNIT 5, 187 FAIRFIELD RD GUILDFORD .

PH: OF 15 663 O66

www."}acebook.com/fmataekwondo




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9&-&\ AT
Sunday 19 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son & Chags sl ae — Jhalal) o) aad ;37 19 aaYy
St Joseph e — Aalhll 5 (e (s sl 01 3e asmyall 23l 11:00
11:00am One Year Abdallah Abou Haloun from Talet i
Chattaha — Akkar Ot g O 2 g b psniall 05m)) 5:00
5:00pm 40 Day Hani Massoud Saad from Deir Jannine 131 21 ¢ U
Tuesday 21 March: Brisbane i _i5iu) (b (e se Bl Sy asayall (83 10:00

10:00am Funeral Robert Bechara Moussa from Bane
(died in Brisbane)
Saturday 25 March:

)31 25 el
S ana Aag) Sdas Jdb) Alile dagad) (e 6:00

6:00pm 40 Day Akleh Raffoul Hadchiti wife of Geryes Cudaa e Fadaa
Sarkis Hadchiti from Hadchit i) g il aal : 137 26 sy
Sunday 26 March: Sunday of the Paralytic DS s asaall il mssa LS dasa as) 11:00
11:00am 40 Day Kafa Moussa widow of the late Habib o) S e il
Sarkis Isaac from Karm El Mohr & “’“; o
3:00pm 40 Day George Mahfoud Chalhoub from Gl e Cisels (agiae s asaall o)) 3:00
Aachach ey e L Gl ull agmsall (520l 5:00

5:00pm 40 Day Albert Sleiman Bacha from Zgharta

ROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

St Rafga Novena for the Sick and Suffering 1
The Parish will be praying an English Novena for the intercession of Saint Rafqa for the sick and suffering from 14 March — 22 March. |
The Novena will be said with the English Rosary at the following times:
Monday & Tuesday 8pm, Wednesday 6.25pm followed by 7pm English Mass,
Thursday 7.30pm followed by Adoration, Saturday 7.30pm & Sunday 6.15pm followed by 7pm English Mass.
Feast of St Rafqa Mass (English) on Wednesday 22 March 2017 at 7pm.

[MAR 2017 | _ EFF Maronite Lenten Course $luse ALl Ao Ll (el U5 IS g Aol
Continues Monday 20 March 2017 at 7pm Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

[ mAR 2017 | e Family of Divine Word
Tuesday 21 March 2017 ”TXe Renewal of Creation through the | MAR 2017 | MYO Lenten Retreat
Annunciation of Our Lady” Friday 31st March 2017 - Sunday 2nd April 2017
7pm sharp arrival Friday & 2pm departure Sunday.
[ MAR 2017 | “The Bible Project” Place: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre- Grose Wold Road, Grose Vale 2753

Cost: $220pp - Rooms of 4 and all meals provided. Please let us know

English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies Thursday’s at 7pm names in rooms and any dietry requirements.

in the Seniors Room OLOL CYPC Led by Mons Shora and Team. All Welcome. Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010
[MAR2017]  \joyies after English Stations of the Cross | APR 2017 | MYO 7 Churches bus Pilgrim
Continues 24 March 2017 & Ends of Good Friday 14 April 2017 Thursday 13 April 2017 departure at 8pm sharp
Movies shown will consist of: The early life of Saint Pope John Paul Il - from the corner of OLOL and MSHF school

Hacksaw Ridge - Mary Mackillop - St Charbel - For Greater Glory - St Rafga | Cost: $20pp - food & fluid will be provided, prayer books will be given out
- Ending with The Passion of the Christ in OLOL CYPC Seniors Room. on the night. Contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 & Rob Mourad 0404 066 877

This event is free for all. Please note that under 18 year olds will need an [(Ay 2017
accompanying adult for attendance otherwise they will be refused entry Ay 2017 | Mother’s Day Event Please keep Tuesday 9 May 2017 free

due to the nature of these films. Movies may be subject to change. for an upcoming Mother’s Day event. Details will be available soon.
DIOCESAN NOTICES
[ MAR 2017 | Feast of the Annunciation Interfaith Gathering

In coordination with Islamic and Christian Spiritual Leaders, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay along with MaroniteCare invite you to the
Feast of the Annunciation Interfaith Gatherlng to be held on Friday 24 March 2017 from 7.30pm
Gleeson Auditorium (Room 612.g.01) - Australian Catholic University, 25A Barker Road, Strathfield
For further information or RSVP contact 02 88310000 or email events@maronite.org.au

[ AR 2017 | Maronite College of the Holy Family Grand Open Day
Sunday 26 March 2017 from 10am - 1pm
The Open Day will include tours of the College, stalls, various workshops and demonstrations as well as showcasing the range of talents and skills of its
students. For more information please contact the College on (02) 9633 6600 or visit the College website www.mchf.nsw.edu.au

MARONITE SERVICES
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre For Teens 12-18 years and their families. Is your family impacted by addictions?
Open 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over Call Lina Al Zaouk 0433 217 063 or Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
Under 18s only with adult supervision Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 For information contact: 9633 2900
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899 The Carers meeting will take place on 28/03/17 at 10:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
._ ' Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
) ? be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

‘ (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Hawa Azar, Raymond Anjoul (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni
i and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Mansour Bazouni (C) Boutros Khoury Chalhoub & his wife Asma & their son Youssef (D) (E)
i Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni (F) (G) Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice &
; Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Chafika Sara George Hawi, Tansa D|by Diab Hawi, Tanous Wadiaa Youssef Hady (1) (J) Youssef &

S Ghanagi Joseph, Charles (Chucky) Joseph and his parents & 5|bI|ngs Tannous Ghaleb Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, George Kenaan,
S Mounir Milad Karaki (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime
Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Famlly, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Mouawad Family, Lichaa & Samiha and their son Youssef
Malkoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph,
Mourched & Maryn Raad and their sons Youssef & Antoun, Badoui & Phelomena Reaiche (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda
Abboud Sadek, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Sleiman Salman (T) Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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