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THE GOSPEL TR ERENE S5 T THE EPISTLE

Now when Jesus returned, the crowd Brothers and sisters, | often boast about you; |
welcomed him, for they were all waiting for have great pride in you; | am filled with

him Jussthen there came s mn ramed S Y consaition | am overjoyed inall our
JEU-"U-M affliction. For even when we came into

Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his . /
house, for he had an only daughter, about Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we
were afflicted in every way — disputes

twelve years old, who was dying. As he went,
without and fears within. But God, who

the crowds pressed in on him.
Now there was a woman who had been consoles the downcast, consoled us by the
arrival of Titus, and not only by his coming,

suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years;
and though she had spent all she had on but also by the consolation with which he was
consoled about you, as he told us of your

physicians, no one could cure her. She came
up behind him and touched the fringe of his . .

longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so
that | rejoiced still more. For even if | made

clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage
stopped. Then Jesus asked, “Who touched

me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, | Next Sunday’s Readings | you sorry with my letter, | do not regret it
the crowds surround you and press in on The Parable of the (though I did regret it, for | see that | grieved
¥ ” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; Prodigal Son you with that letter, though only briefly)
r I notlced that power had gone out from 2Cor 13: 5-13 ! )
” When the woman saw that she could not Lk 15: 11-32 Now | rejoice, not because you were grieved,
remaln hidden, she came trembling; and but because your grief led to repentance; for

falling down before him, she declared in the
presence of all the people why she had
touched him, and how she had been

you felt a godly grief, so that you were not
harmed in any way by us. For godly grief

immediately healed. He said to her, “Daughter, produces a repentance that leads to salvation
your faith has made you well; go in peace.” and brings no regret, but worldly grief

While he was still speaking, someone came prpduces de_ath. For see what_earnestness
from the leader’s house to say, “Your this godly grief has produced in you, what
daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher eagerness to clear yourselves, what

any longer.” When Jesus heard this, he indignation, what alarm, what longing, what
replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she zeal, what punishment! At every point you

will be saved.” When he came to the house,

he did not allow anyone to enter with him, have proved yourselves guiltless in the

except Peter, John, and James, and the child’s matter.
father and mother. They were all weeping and 2Cor 7: 4-11
wailing for her; but he said, “Do not weep; for
she is not dead but sIeepmg ” And they PRAYER OF THE WEEK
laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. i —
But he took her by the hand and called out, Merciful Father,
“Child, get up!” Hher s |r|(t:| returr:jedh and she in the that are cast
ot up at once. Then he directed them to give
Eer something to eat. Her parents were by.the world around us, we are oo
astounded; but he ordered them to tell no easily to doubt and despair.
one what had happened, Today, You remind us that
Lk 8: 40-56 we must not fear, but believe,
and our faith will
FRIDAYS OF LENT Help us cling to that unfailing

Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer & . -
Adoration of the Cross faith and trust in You.

6PM Arabic & SPM English Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday at 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechism
THE HAEMORRHAGING WOMAN WHAT DOES THE HEART OF JESUS EXEMPLIFY?

As we enter deeper into Lent, we are confronted with ) Did Christ have a true human body? _

our sins, sorrows and failures, in this Season of Christ assumed a true human body by means of which the
repentance. Our Gospel passage each Sunday reflects on  invisible God became visible. This is the reason why Christ
our bruised nature that is in need of healing. can be represented and venerated in sacred images.
There are two stories in this Sunday’s Gospel that serve What does the heart of Jesus exemplify?

to contrast the faith of two characters: the Jesus knew us and loved us with a human heart. His Heart,

haemorrhaging woman and Jairus. pierced for our salvation, is the symbol of that infinite love
The woman had been haemorrhaging for twelve years
and seeks a cure from Jesus. Jairus’ daughter is twelve
years old and at death’s door. The haemorrhaging woman
is considered by her society as lower class and impure, so
much so she isn’t given a name. Whereas Jairus is a
leader of a synagogue, a well-respected member of the
community.

As with all Gospel accounts, convention, tradition and
understanding are challenged. In this passage, the
woman, who was considered a nobody, displays amazing
faith that impresses Jesus. Despite twelve years of failed
medication, despite being shunned for her physical
ailment, this woman trusts that Jesus would heal her and
she believes all it takes is a single touch of ‘the fringe of
his clothes’ (v44). On the other hand, Jairus, who was
expected to show great faith, needs instead for Jesus to
‘come to his house’ (v41). When Jesus arrives and
promises to raise the dead girl, ‘they laughed at

him’ (v53). It was the haemorrhaging woman who should

What is the meaning of the expression
"conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit..."?

faith that was praised by Jesus. This expression means that the Virgin Mary conceived the

eternal Son in her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit
So in this Lenten Season, are we simply mourning our without the cooperation of a man. The angel told her at
failures and sufferings, or are we prepared to be healed the Annunciation that "the Holy Spirit will come upon
of them by trusting in Jesus’ mercy. Amen you" (Luke 1:35).

The Servant’s Word,
BEGGING FOR JESUS’S HEALING TOUCH

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,

The healing stories in this week’s Gospel continue with two accounts; that of &
the Haemorrhaging Woman and the other of the daughter of Jarius, who was ==
a leader of the synagogue. Although it seems that these two accounts have |
no apparent connections, Saint Luke in his intelligent writing style draws us
tor cognlﬁe the connectlonds, uniqueness and commonalities of each. Both
are from the same town and need Jesus. Jarius, a father who esPerater
wants to save the life of his daughter seeks Jesus as his last resort and gets
down on his knees and be[gs him in public to help him. For a leader of the
synagogue to do this would have been very undignified, however a small
price to pay if Jesus could heal ‘u%daughter who'was twelve years old and
coming of age”, a cause for celebration in the Jewish context.

The woman who had tried everything to stop her haemorrhaging also saw
Jesus as her ast resort and would have also needed to get down on her
knees to beg (reference to the fringe of Jesus’ clothing) for the healln% touch .
of Jesus without him even seeln% her or knowing who she was. In contrast to Jarius, she was nobody of
importance, so much so, that Luke does not even give us a name. Further she would have been considered
someone who was impure, a sinner, because of her haemorrhaging. What is interesting though and very crafty
on the part of Saint Luke, is that he tells us that she had been haemorrhaging for twelve years, the same age as
Jarius’ daughter. She hasn’t stoppedé)leedlng since the day the twelve-year-old girl was born and what is
experienced as a “coming of age” and a cause of celebration for young girls has become, for this woman, a curse.

There is so much that we can compare in these twao stories, however | would like to focus on how in both
acco“nts we find the Rerson begging for Jesus’ healing touch. Two totally different people in the eyes of society,
but their action was the same. Inthe Ihght of this Gospel, we need to ask o¥rfelves he following questions: Are
we too proud to beg? Do we have such an elevated view of ourselves that falling on our knees and begglng
seems beneath us? r? %ur issues any less in need of Jesus than that of the woman and Jarius? What would you
not do to place yourself before the Lord and his grace? This woman would not let anything separate her from
Jesus' power to heal her and Jarius let §o of his social standing. Both were WI||II’1% to begl! m?zmdgly, we don't

veto ... everlothough we gften need to! As we continue our Lenten journey, let us not be afraid’to get down on
our knees and beg for Jesus’ healing touch.

Speaking about woman of great faith, this week a very special woman from our parish received Bishop
Antom%—CharbeI Tarabay’s Maronijte #Woman of the Year Award on the International Day for Women, Wednesday
8 March, Eva Charbel. This award has been established in 2017 to reco%nlse and shov%case the dedication and
achievement of Maronite women_in their outstanding contribution to the Maronite Church in Australia and to
the Australian society in general. These women inspire us through their achievements and challenge us to make
our own contribution to the Body of Christ and Eva is certainly a wonderful example of this achievement. We are
very proud of this achievement and congratulate Eva and her family for receiving this award.

Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week
TRUSTING IN GOD'S HEALING POWER

A lot has been said and written about this topic. It is one of the most basic \Vu "#-\ a , ”/
of human desires, the desire to be healthy, free of pain and God willing A0 '
to live a long and happy life. It is also a hot topic because on the other
side of the coin, people are plain and simply afraid of death and dying
and the insecurities that come with the end of life and the afterlife. All
these feelings are quite normal, they tell us a lot about what it means to
be human. In our Maronite Tradition, the Sundays of the Season of Great
Lent focus on the healing miracles of Jesus’ life and ministry. So, this time
is in fact a great time to focus on placing our trust in God’s healing power.

o

Last Sunday we heard about the healing of the leper, today we hear about
the healing of the Hemorrhaging Woman and in the coming weeks we will hear about the healing of the Prodigal
Son (a spiritual healing rather than a physical healing), the healing of the paralyzed man and the healing of the
blind man. We often hear Jesus referred to as the ‘Merciful Doctor’ and ‘Healing Physician’ and yes, our Lord is
all this and more, but for our part, when we come to the Lord as our doctor we must do so in an honest manner,
truthful to ourselves and to our Lord about our hurts, wants and needs. Like all the people our Lord healed in the
gospels, we must come to our Lord with unwavering faith in his power to heal and redeem us. In saying all this,
trusting in God’s healing power is not always an easy thing to do. Often, we may have seen, known or loved
people who have suffered because of an illness. When we look at these scenarios, it is important to not see it as
a failure to act on God'’s part because as difficult as it may seem in midst of the situations. God’s overall plan for
each person is for love, peace and unity with God for eternity. Our prayer is that we may always know with full
hope and faith that God has the power to heal us physically and spiritually and we also pray that we may have
the humility to trust in God’s will for our lives. Amen

Subdeacon Charbel Dib

Teew's Corner Family Covrner
OUTDOOR MOVIE CINEMA TIPS FOR LENT

On Friday the 24th of Monday of last week saw the monthly meeting of the
February, an outdoor movie Men’s Faith Formation, organised by the OLOL Family
cinema on the top level of  Committee, for married men and fathers. During this

the car park had taken place session, we discussed Pope Francis’ 10 tips on what to DO
from 7:30-11PM for all the  for Lent, with a view to enhancing our lives and supporting
teenagers in years 7-12. each attendee’s efforts in being the ideal role model for

| The movie that was chosen their families. The natural tendency for us during this

for the teens to watch was  period is to think of Fasting. While fasting was definitely on
™ “Evan Almighty” — where the Pope’s list, it was eye opening how many involved

they were provided with doing things for others. The full list was as follows:

i ggﬁ;ﬁg ?Rst%;nrlés' aswell 4 Get rid of the lazy addiction to evil (Stop being lazy)
distributed amongst them during the movie to enjoy and 4. D0 something that hurts (Sacrifice for Others)
snack on (which was great timing considering lent was . Don’t remain indifferent (Care for others)

the following week). . Pray (to the lord and Make our hearts like yours!)
. Take part in the sacraments

Prayer
Fasting
Almsgiving

vividly showed the growing numbers of youth
participation and activity within the church — such
numbers are a representation of the significant initiatives

Ny o

2
3
4
There was a great number of teens that attended, which g
7
8
9
1

thafc young teenagers are taking within community Help the Poor '_ | 5 W -
activities. 0. Evangelize | e o e
Spending Friday night seeing the teens connect with each ' Tl AT ;
other, enjoying their night watching the movie and - e AR

socially gathering really does brighten the image of the
younger generation.

While clearly each person had different ones stick out for
well behaved — there were no concerns throughout the them, we soon discussed how making all of these part of
night, as it was an event enjoyed with many laughs. everyday living beyond Lent would be a great way of
Concluding the night, teens were also courteous enough bringing our families closer to God in our relationship with
to assist leaders in the cleaning up of rubbish and packing him. We hope to see more of you at our upcoming

As leaders, we all ensured that teens were all safe and

of chairs. It was definitely a great night that was activities like that above. But In the meantime, pick which

appreciated by not only the teens, but all the leadersas  one of Pope Francis’ tips sticks out to you the most and try

well. to find practical ways to incorporate it into your Lenten
period.

May God bless the youth, the leaders and your families.

Have a blessed Lenten journey. Emily Habib The Family Committee



COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAG

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic

5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

¢ Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

¢ Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

9637 3227

Medicare Bulk Billing for Eligible Patients
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LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS
1300141315
www.envirowaste.com.au

Protectyoufloved ones.
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THIS IS SENDING INEY

TO LOVED ONES

Find your nearest location or send
online at westernunion.com.au
Customer Service 1800 501 500

|| v High energy Taekwondo classes

FEARLESS ;

MARTIAL ARTS

v' Experienced, qualified instructors
v Learn self defence, gain confidence ’ i
v’ Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! «

GNIT 5, 187 FAIRFIELD RD m

P OF 15 663 O66

www."}acebook.com/fmataekwondo




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 12 March: Sunday of the Hemorrhaging Woman
9:30am Charbel Tanios Elias Fares from Sarba

(died in Lebanon)

11:00am 40 Day Moussa Ibrahim Khoury from Saghbine
5:00pm One Year Nazih Chalala from Jieh

Monday 13 March:

10:00am Funeral Jacob Khalil Bayssari from Hadchit
Thursday 16 March:

6:00pm May Leddos Fakhri wife of Nabil Moussa Geagea
from Becharre (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 18 March:

6:00pm 40 Day Khalil Fariz Habib Ishak from Karm El Mohr
Sunday 19 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son — St Joseph
8:00am One Year Abboud Maroun Gerges from Karm El
Mohr

11:00am One Year Abdallah Abou Haloun from Talet
Chattaha — Akkar

5:00pm 40 Day Hani Massoud Saad from Deir Jannine
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

St Rafga Novena for the Sick and Suffering
The Parish will be praying an English Novena for the intercession of Saint Rafqa for the sick and suffering from 14 March — 22 March.
The Novena will be said with the English Rosary at the following times:
Monday & Tuesday 8pm, Wednesday 6.25pm followed by 7pm English Mass,
Thursday 7.30pm followed by Adoration, Saturday 7.30pm & Sunday 6.15pm followed by 7pm English Mass.
Feast of St Rafqa Mass (English) on Wednesday 22 March 2017 at 7pm.

MAR 2017 MYO Lenten Retreat

Friday 31st March 2017 - Sunday 2nd April 2017

[MAR 2017 | EFF Maronite Lenten Course
Continues Monday 13 March 2017 at 7pm
MAR 2017 I

The Family of Divine Word
Tuesday 14 March 2017 “If it wasn’t for Family the plan for Salvation wouldn’t be there”

7pm sharp arrival Friday & 2pm departure Sunday.
Place: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre- Grose Wold Road, Grose Vale 2753
Cost: $220pp - Rooms of 4 and all meals provided. Please let us know
names in rooms and any dietry requirements.

[MAR 2017 | “The Bible Project”
English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies Thursday’s at 7pm

Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010

APR 2017 | MYO 7 Churches bus Pilgrim

Thursday 13 April 2017 departure at 8pm sharp

[MAR2017]  \ovies after English Stations of the Cross
Continues 17 March 2017 & Ends of Good Friday 14 April 2017
Movies shown will consist of: The early life of Saint Pope John Paul Il -
Hacksaw Ridge - Mary Mackillop - St Charbel - For Greater Glory - St Rafga
- Ending with The Passion of the Christ in OLOL CYPC Seniors Room.
This event is free for all. Please note that under 18 year olds will need an
accompanying adult for attendance otherwise they will be refused entry
due to the nature of these films. Movies may be subject to change.

from the corner of OLOL and MSHF school
Cost: $20pp - food & fluid will be provided, prayer books will be given out
on the night. Contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 & Rob Mourad 0404 066 877

| MAY 2017 | Mother’s Day Event Please keep Tuesday 9 May 2017 free

for an upcoming Mother’s Day event. Details will be available soon.
World Maronite Youth Day 2017

JUL 2017 |
15th July to 23rd July 2017 in Beirut, Lebanon

LMAR 2017 I

World’s Greatest Shave
Sunday 19 March 2017 after 7pm Mass
Recreation room level 1 in CYPC
Cost: $20 includes donation towards the leukaemia foundation,

TAFE NSW IN COLLABORATION WITH OLOL MEDIA COMMITTEE
OFFERS YOU

FREE

TAFE:
Western

Sydney—
Institute

COMPUTER COURSE

Committee

Join thousands of Maronite Youth from around the world in this first ever
event that will be hosted in Lebanon. Cost is $100 ($75US) for registration.
This includes accommodation, food, transport throughout the 7 days.
Tickets to Lebanon are self-funded. For your information pack,
contact John-Claude Tadros (0422643203) or Moussa Hawa (0401586244).
Limit of 100 per Eparchy. Registrations close 13 March 2017!

Beginners computer course
When: Tuesdays, starting 14/3/2017
Time :
Social Media course

When: Wednesdays, starting 15/3/2017
Time :
Where: OLOL Youth Center

LIMITED PLACES
AVAILABLE

02 8898 1510

B4 media@olol.org.au

12pm - 2pm

12pm - 2pm

DIOCESAN NOTICES

LMAR 2017 |

Feast of the Annunciation Interfaith Gathering
In coordination with Islamic and Christian Spiritual Leaders, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay along with MaroniteCare invite you to the
Feast of the Annunciation Interfaith Gathering to be held on Friday 24 March 2017 from 7.30pm
Gleeson Auditorium (Room 612.g.01) - Australian Catholic University, 25A Barker Road, Strathfield
For further information or RSVP contact 02 88310000 or email events@maronite.org.au

MAR 2017 |

Maronite College of the Holy Family Grand Open Day

Sunday 26 March 2017 from 10am - 1pm
The Open Day will include tours of the College, stalls, various workshops and demonstrations as well as showcasing the range of talents and skills of its
students. For more information please contact the College on (02) 9633 6600 or visit the College website www.mchf.nsw.edu.au
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The Family of Divine Word’s next talk on Tuesday 14 March 2017 will be presented by His Excellency Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay. The topic: “If
it wasn’t for the family, the Plan of Salvation wouldn’t be there!”

IN OUR PRAYERS

\ixi ] Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
: be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
Tl g8 (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Hawa Azar, Raymond Anjoul (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni
" and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Wadih Said Boustani (C) (D) (E) Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni (F) Elias Francis & his faithful
I departed (G) Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George, Deceased of Greige Family (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Chafika Sara George Hawi, Tansa Diby Diab Hawi, Tanous Wadiaa Youssef Hady, Youssef Hashem &
Y Marie Hashem (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Mona & Miray Karam (L) Maroun Lahoud (M) Therese Melhem,
4 Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of
Moses Family, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond
& & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef
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