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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

In the morning, while it was still very dark,
Jesus got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. And Simon and
his companions hunted for him. When they
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go
on to the neighbouring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is
what | came out to do.” And he went
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out
demons.

A leper came to him begging him, and
kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus
stretched out his hand and touched him,
and said to him, “I do choose. Be made
clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him,
and he was made clean. After sternly
warning him he sent him away at once,
saying to him, “See that you say nothing to
anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest,
and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.” But
he went out and began to proclaim it freely,
and to spread the word, so that Jesus could
no longer go into a town openly, but stayed
out in the country; and people came to him
from every quarter.

Mk 1: 35-45
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Next Sunday’s Readings

Sunday of the
Haemorrhaging Woman
2Cor 7: 4-11
Lk 8: 40-56

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Christ Jesus our Lord,
open our hearts to the treasures
of God’s
of love and mercy.
Set us free from the temptations
of the world.
Help us turn to you with
souls and spirits.
Amen!

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your
mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. No longer present your members
to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as
instruments of righteousness. For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are
not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are
not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness?
But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient
from the heart to the form of teaching to
which you were entrusted, and that you,
having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness.

| am speaking in human terms because of
your natural limitations. For just as you
once presented your members as slaves to
impurity and to greater and greater iniquity,
so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness for sanctification. When you
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard
to righteousness. So what advantage did
you then get from the things of which you
now are ashamed? The end of those things
is death. But now that you have been freed
from sin and enslaved to God, the
advantage you get is sanctification. The end
is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Rom 6: 12-23

FRIDAYS OF LENT

Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer &
Adoration of the Cross
6PM Arabic & 8PM English

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday at 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechismwy
THE LEPER WHERE DOES THE SOUL COME FROM?

?
As we enter the second week of Lent, our Gospel - Where does the soul come from?

passage calls us to reflect on the pattern of our lifestyle. The splrlt'ual soul does not come
from one's parents but is created

immediately by God and is immortal.

The passage starts with Jesus getting up early to go out

and pray. This time alone was important and set the tone = It does not perish at the moment
for the day. Jesus offers the day to God. Soon after the - 3 when it is separated from the body
disciples come and Jesus begins a long day of witnessing, s in death and it will be once again
preaching and healing. He makes himself seen and heard, | reunited with the body at the
but above all, he makes himself present and accessible to \ ‘,« moment of the final resurrection.
all. A\ N

What relationship has God
established between
man and woman?
Man and woman have been created
by God in equal dignity insofar as
they are human persons. At the

Jesus travels widely and befriends all types of people,
enjoying company and the social life. He is welcoming
and accepting, that even the outcasts dare to approach,
as we see with the leper.

| =
R e

The focus of today’s Gospel hones in on this leper whom

Jesus heals, but we can be assured that the gentle same time, they have been created
interaction and miraculous healing that takes place in a reciprocal complementarity insofar as they are
between them, is only one of many encounters Jesus had  masculine and feminine. God has willed them one for the
with the people. other to form a communion of persons. They are also

called to transmit human life by forming in matrimony
"one flesh" (Genesis 2:24). They are likewise called to
subdue the earth as "stewards" of God.

Jesus is moved with pity, reaches out, promises love and
hope, heals the leper and sends him back into society,
restored and dignified. And the story is repeated over and
over again, as we read in the final line of today’s Gospel,

‘and people came to him from every quarter’ (v45). The What was the original condition of the human person
time for compassion, forgiveness and love, is never at an ) according to the plan of God? .
end. In creating man and woman God has given them a special
participation in his own divine life in holiness and justice.
So in this Lenten Season, rather than focus on our In the plan of God they would not have had to suffer or
abstinence and fasting, are we also spending time in die. Furthermore, a perfect harmony held sway within the
prayer and in helping others? Are we making Christ human person, a harmony between creature and Creator,

present to those we meet and offering the loving touch

between man and woman, as well as between the first
they desperately need? Amen

human couple and all of creation.

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’ s Word,

THE HEALING OF THE LEPER

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,
After two and half weeks in Lebanon, it is wonderful to be back with my parish
family. Sometimes we don’t realise how important our family is until we live away
from them. The Lord has blessed me with two families, my family in Lebanon and
my parish family in Australia. When | am in Australia, | miss my family in Lebanon
and when | am in Lebanon, | miss my parish family here in Australia. This yearning
for the people that we love helps us to treasure each moment that we spend with
them. The distance which can sometimes be painful, allows us to grow deeper and
deeper in love. This is how | feel every time | am away from Our Lady of Lebanon.

| feel that | grow closer to you all and this gives me the drive to be able to serve
you with so much more love and commitment; of course with the help of God.

On this second Sunday of Lent, we reflect on the healing of the Leper. No other disease can be compared to the
ugliness of leprosy. It torments a person for many years, it destroys their human appearance and eventually kills
the individual. The leper (as they used to be labelled) becomes utterly repulsive to others but more importantly
to himself or herself. This Gospel passage should remind us of ourselves. The physical disease of leprosy can be
compared to the spiritual disease of sin. A person who sins eventually loses the divine image which is
imprinted on his or her soul. In this sinful state, we become hateful to others but mostly to ourselves. Like the
leper, we become repulsive to others but mainly to ourselves. However, we need to be courageous like the leper
who came to Jesus to be healed. Jesus gives us this opportunity every day through confession. So what are we
waiting for? He is definitely waiting for us!

| can see that the Lenten spirit is truly alive in the parish with everything that is taking place. Lent is a time in
which we work on ourselves and reflect on our relationship with God and our neighbour. Our Maronite
spirituality through our Liturgy and traditions helps us to achieve this. | encourage you all to take an additional
step this year and possibly do something out of the ordinary to help you on your Lenten journey. This could be
celebrating an additional Mass during the week or attending the Lenten course or one of the Bible studies or
spending some time with our Lord in adoration of his blessed body. There is so much on offer here for you, so
please do not deprive yourself.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Youwakin Noujaim for taking after the parish in
my absence together with all my brother priests. | would also like to wish Father Paul Joubeir a safe trip to Brazil
and Father Raphael Abboud a safe trip to Lebanon.

Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week

SPIRITUAL CLEANSING

“Freed from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness”

’

Explaining the term cleansing can lead to the response of ‘to make something clean’.
. It can also be defined as freeing something unpleasant or tainting. Catholicism

& teaches us of Spiritual Cleansing in which we metaphorically see, both physically
and sacredly, in today’s gospel. Spiritual cleansing can be described as absolving
ones soul from intense sin and/or guilt.

It is natural to feel overwhelmed by daily routines, leading many to commit
- innumerable amounts of sins. This leaves us feellng the emotions of guilt, sadness
and frustration. Due to this many of us have negative experiences submerged in our unconscious mind.

What we know for certain is that Our Lord Jesus Christ can free us from all these experiences. How? Let’s look
at the example of the Leper. Kneeling down in the presence of Our Lord he said: "If you wish, you can make me
clean’. We know that after these words were spoken, he was physically and spiritually healed of any form of sin
and guilt. We need to ask our Lord God for help in times where we are fully bounded by the nature of sin. We
also need to remember that Jesus Christ defeated sin by coming down in a form of a man. If anything we must
fully place our trust into His hands.

Spiritual Cleansing is a practice of renewal in which we regularly see in the Holy Sacraments of Baptism and
Confession/Reconciliation. We are fortunate enough to experience these two sacraments over the course of our
lives. The frequent use of Confession/Reconciliation is an example of developing a sacred bond with God, in order
to remove the stain of guilt and sin.

| encourage you, during this season of Lent, to be in the presence of Our Lord by participating in Holy Mass and
Adoration to experience the love that He is so willing to reveal to you.

As we begin our journey through Lent, let us ask the Holy Trinity through the intercession of our Blessed Mother
to guide us on a path of spiritual cleaning and renewal as we pray: “Lord Jesus Christ, | place myself at the foot of
Your cross and ask You to cover me with Your Precious Blood which pours forth from Your Most Sacred Heart and
Your Most Holy Wounds. Cleanse me, my Jesus, in the living water that flows from Your Heart, Amen.”

Brinda Njeim
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Dear Fersen Children, Growing up my whole life, my parents
always taught me that it was important

On Monday we commenced the Journey of Great to love and respect our family and
Lent. This is a journey that Jesus took and we as friends. This is true, however love knows
. no limits and | wanted to project Christ's

Catholics choose to take. love indmy heartto a grﬁater community.
- . . . | joined Heaven on Earth approximately a

Lent is a time where we often give up something yjear and a half ago, startian)pof-f on Y

that we love. This can be takeaway, chocolate, attending the homeless feeds at Prince

meat, soft drinks, movies, games and other things.  Alfred Park, Parramatta.

As well as giving up something some people choose It is so easy to serve food to the ones that are hungry, to offer a

: . . : drink to a person that is thirsty but once you look into there
to take something up/almsgiving. This can be doing eyes, you know its not enough, you know that they want to be

something you wouldn’t normally do, such as, loved, to be understood, they want to know that they are not
helping out a bit more around the house or giving being criticised or judged.

some of your money to the poor/ project At the start it was not as easy for me to make a connection, as it
compassion. was for the other Heaven on Earth members. | admired the way

the members were able to connect emotionally and
passionately as if that was there brother or sister. Jesus said
“Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine , you did for me” — Matthew 25

My experience with Heaven on Earth over time has allowed me
to realise how could | love Jesus so much and not love his
children. | truly believe that Jesus has answered my prayers in
allowing me to feel a sense of joy and fulfilment through my
— — experiences.

fast . give - pray

s g Heaven on earth has grown dramatically over the years. It
started off with just pizzas being fed in the park to homeless
people, to now meals being provided several times a week,
international missions to Fiji and Lebanon, visits to jails, and
children sponsorships across the world. The growth of this
committee has been inspirational and is not possible without
the continuous love and support of its members, volunteers and

In our Fersen classes we have explored and will
continue to talk about Lent in our Maronite catholic  the wider community.

faith. The heaven on earth committee has allowed me to open my
God Bl eyes and my heart to the ever-growing needs of continuous
0d biess dedication and selfless sacrifice in spreading the love of Christ.

Fersen Al Adra Charly Chidiac



Week 3 Lenten Class v

PARISH CAMERA
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Ash Monday Masses at OLOL
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAG

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

¢ Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

¢ Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

9637 3227

Medicare Bulk B|II|ng for Eligible Patients

~ INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | FIES]DENTIAL
‘ '\ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FlTTING

©0404 631 D‘I;S
RAYMOND ISHAK

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au

Waste services group pty Itd
Liquid Waste specialist

1300 1413 15

www.envirowaste.com.au

a2 'SENDING MONEY
T0O LOVED ONES

Find your nearest location or send
online at westernunion.com.au
Customer Service 1800 501 500

moving money for better

Protectyoufloved ones.
Make sure yourassets énd
up in the right hands

Prepare
a wll todlay
Raymond Mawad 02 9687 7000

RMI|LEGAL

v' High energy Taekwondo classes
v' Experienced, qualified instructors
v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence
v’ Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! « v

GNIT 5, 187 FAIRFIELD RD GUILDFORD

P OF 15 663 O66

www."ﬁacebook.com/fmataekwondo




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9“9\ EAPAKY
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Sunday 5 March: Sunday of the Leper

8:00am All the Livings and Departed of the members of Sodality lsals (mpes elinl LAY el A o uld Ases
11:00am 1 Year Chaina Chalita Sadek from Knat Al e Baba Uails Lk e_}hfﬂ Ll Y
3:00pm 40 Day Joe Rached from Kfifane QWS (e 2y g (‘P)‘d‘ Gssl Y
5:00pm 1 Year Maroun Tannous Youssef from Memneh-Akkar e = ales (e Gy pagih g)le asmpall Bl e
Monday 6 March DA iy
6:00pm Doumit Fayed Efram from Jbeil (died in Lebanon) (0L 3 B5ie) dus (e bl 3l lasesim agmpall  Tiv s
Tuesday 7 March . . ATV gl
6:00pm Youssef Khalil Chaaya from Bazoun (died in Lebanon) (Ol A B5ie) Gsei e bad B Coug agapall  Ties

Wednesday 8 March A A sl
5:30pm Mass celebrated by his Excellency Bishop Antoine- | bl 4ab dipd =gkl ghlaall aludl Caalia 4y Jéiny (uli - 0¥

Charbel Tarabay for International Women’s Day 3lyall b.d\.d\ e}.ﬂ\ dulia aliaY)

7:00pm 1 Year Youssef Known as Joe Batour from Zgharta B2y e sl gaa o Cagrall Cangy (‘P)“H adl o vees
Thursday 9 March AT A el
6:00pm Siham Mansour Elkhoury Rahme widow of the late salad Gugillas asapall dlof daa) (5)53)) Jpeaia plew Lagapall - T
Mtanios Chehade Chalfe Rahme from Becharre (died in Lebanon) (ol < blﬁj-u)d)w (e Ay 4dld

Saturday 11 March ) J“\I\ VY
6:00pm 1 Year Tony Michael from Wadi Qannoubine Cmsi gly e Sl sk asmpall 8l zes
Sunday 12 March: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman Adgjiall plid aaf : 3T VY aaY)

11:00am 40 Day Ibrahim Khoury from Saghbine Onia e (5)5n alyl asspall el VV:e s
:\:\;J\wym‘ﬁd‘);e};fﬂm‘ Oivnn

5:00pm 1 Year Nazih Chalala from Jieh
ROM E COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

~ EFF Maronite Lenten Course 2 loca Aalil) el uad Jlgd JS d5aw Aol
Continues Monday 6 March 2017 at 7pm . 4 . :
Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

[ MAR 2017 | The Family of Divine Word
Tuesday 7 March 2017 “Chastity before marriage and in the married life”. | MAR 2017 MYO Lenten Retreat
Friday 31st March 2017 - Sunday 2nd April 2017
MAR 2017 . .
[MAR 2017 | “The Bible Project” 7pm sharp arrival Friday & 2pm departure Sunday.
English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies Thursday’s at 7pm Place: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre- Grose Wold Road, Grose Vale 2753
in the Seniors Room OLOL CYPC Led by Mons Shora and Team. All Welcome. Cost: $220pp - Rooms of 4 and all meals provided. Please let us know
R 301 names in rooms and any dietry requirements.
[ MAR 2017 | Movies after English Stations of the Cross Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010
Continues 10 March 2017 & Ends of Good Friday 14 April 2017 VIAY 2017 r
Movies shown will consist of: The early life of Saint Pope John Paul Il - Mother’s Day Event

Hacksaw Ridge - Mary Mackillop - St Charbel - For Greater Glory - St Rafga Please keep Tuesday 9 May 2017 free
- Ending with The Passion of the Christ in OLOL CYPC Seniors Room. for an upcoming Mother’s Day event. Details will be available soon.
This event is free for all. Please note that under 18 year olds will need an [T 2017 | ;
accompanying adult for attendance otherwise they will be refused entry World Maronite Youth Day 2017
due to the nature of these films. Movies may be subject to change. 15th July to 23rd July 2017 in Beirut, Lebanon
Join thousands of Maronite Youth from around the world in this first ever

‘MI World’s Greatest Shave event that will be hosted in Lebanon. Cost is $100 ($75US) for registration.
Sunday 19 March 2017 after 7pm Mass This includes accommodation, food, transport throughout the 7 days.
Recreation room level 1 in CYPC Tickets to Lebanon are self-funded. For your information pack,
Cost: $20 includes donation towards the leukaemia foundation, contact John-Claude Tadros (0422643203) or Moussa Hawa (0401586244).
dinner & drinks. For more info contact Barbara on 0432 597 457 Limit of 100 per Eparchy. Registrations close 13 March 2017!
TAFE NSW IN COLLABORATION WITH OLOL MEDIA COMMITTEE :
TAFE% OFFERS YOU Begmners computgr course LIMITED PLACES
= When: Tuesdays, starting 14/3/2017
Western Time : 12pm - 2pm AVAILABLE
Isy(?.}et Social Media course
NS When: Wednesdays, starting 15/3/2017 028898 1510
s Time : 12pm -2pm — :
media@olol.org.au
Committee COM P UTE R (0 U RSE Where: OLOL Youth Center - @ g
DIOCESAN NOTICES
[ MAR 2017 Do you understand NDIS? National Disability Insurance Scheme

MaroniteCare in collaboration with CEADA will be holding an information session to help you understand and manage NDIS.
7 March 2017 at 10am & 7pm in OLOL CYPC Level 1 - Discussion Room
For more info contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787 or Kay Ishac on 0411 080 276

[ MAR 2017 | Under the Patronage of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel invite you to attend

International Women’s Day
8 March 2017 - Mass at 5:30pm at OLOL followed by Dinner at OLOL Hall.
Cost: $60pp (incl. wine & soft drinks) Proceeds go to the work and mission of MaroniteCare.
For bookings contact Shirley 0409 330 028 - Noelle 0433 373 720 - Zita 0412 789 042 - Chadia 0412 009 779

[MAR 2017 | Called to the Priesthood? A Retreat for men discerning a call to the Priesthood.
The Maronite Eparchy of Australia invites all men discerning a vocation to the priesthood or diaconate to a Vocations Retreat
with Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay from the 10th to the 12th of March 2017 at the House of Divine Mercy in Bilpin.
For more information, please contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 or the Eparchy offices on 8831 0000.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

. Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
i 79 be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
| }““‘ Y (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Hawa Azar, Raymond Anjoul, Salim Asmar & his wife Zarifeh
I and their deceased children, Catherine Assmar, Mikhael Assmar, Sussan Assmar, Rabi Assmar, Antoine Azar & their deceased, Tannous
i Abboud & his wife Loulou & their parents (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Elias & Antoun
il f/ Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh & Ramza & Elias Boumelhem, Wadih Said Boustani (C) Boutros Chbat & his wife & his son Joseph (D) Dibeh Diab,
i , Derohannession Family (E) Hanane Wahibe Mounir El- Bazouni (F) Faithful Departed of Dardorit, Elias Francis & his faithful departed (G)
\ ')/ Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George, Deceased of Greige Family (H) Madeline & Paul
\L & Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Chafika Sara George Hawi, Tansa Diby
- Diab Hawi, Tanous Wadiaa Youssef Hady, Salim Najib Habkouk & his wife Milia Hossairati & their son Ziad, Youssef Hashem & Marie Hashem
¢ (1) Marie Issa (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Hanneh & Youssef & Marie Kabboura, Mikhael Badwi Khoury & his
sister Afife, Mikhael Badwi Khouri & his wife Hanneh, Issa Khouri and his father & brothers & sisters, Mona & Miray Karam (L) Ibrahim
Lahoud and his wife & their deceased children, Youssef Lahoud, Makhoul Lahoud and his wife Mariam Farah and their deceased children, Hanna
Lahoud, Maroun Lahoud (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri,
Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, George & his father Chehade Maroun, John Makhoul (N) Wajih
Nader, Gerges Nachar, Makhoul & Ramiz & Maroun Nachar and their parents, Elias Diab Nachar, Makhoul Nachar & his daughter Golda (O) (P) 6(1) (R)
Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Therese &
Najib & Nabiha & Chafic Rajiha, Elham Habr Ghassan Rmaileh, Mourched Raad & his wife Maryn & their sons Youssef & Antoun & Victor Aziz (S) Souls
in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Evyone & Layla & Joseph Succar (T)
Bernadette Tanna, Youssef Habib Daher Taouk, Hamid Tawil (U) (V) (W) Adelle Wehbe, Jamil & Barbara Wehbe (Y) Youssef Dib Younan (Z) Fadel Zahoul
& Joseph Hawa & their son Tony Remhan Salim Abed, Fadel Zahoul & his wife Hawa and their son Tony & their faithful departed
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