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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

Jesus said: "There was a rich man who was
dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with
what fell from the rich man’s table; even the
dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor
man died and was carried away by the angels
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died
and was buried.

In Hades, where he was being tormented,
he looked up and saw Abraham far away
with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue; for | am in agony in these
flames.” But Abraham said, Child, remember
that during your lifetime you received your
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil
things; but now he is comforted here, and you
are in agony. Besides all this, between you and
us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those
who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there
to us.’

He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send him to
my father’s house - for | have five brothers -
that he may warn them, so that they will not
also come into this place of torment.
Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.” He said,
‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.” He said
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even
if someone rises from the dead.”

Lk 16: 19-31

Dear Parishioners,
Great Lent begins on
OLOL Ash Monday Mass Times are at:

(7pm Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Antoine-Charbel)

We need to be ready to spend at least 25 mins at Church
to participate in the Rite, Prayers and Blessing of Ashes

as well as to receive them.
Dear Parishioners,
There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather
Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in Arabic at 6pm
and Stations of the Cross/Evening Prayers at 8pm in English.

SUNDAY OF THE
FAITHFUL

DEPARTED

Next Sunday’s Readings

Cana Sunday: Entrance
into the Great Lent
Rom 14: 14-23
Jn2:1-11

THE EPISTLE

Now concerning the times and the
seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not
need to have anything written to you. For
you yourselves know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labour pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape!

But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for
that day to surprise you like a thief; for
you are all children of light and children
of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; for those who sleep sleep at night,
and those who are drunk get drunk at
night. But since we belong to the day, let
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of
faith and love, and for a helmet the hope
of salvation. For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died
for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.

1Thess 5:1-11

... PRAYEROFTHE WEEK

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord and let the
upon them.
And may the souls of all
the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,

Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeac on Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechism - WHAT IS THE PLACE OF THE
WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED HUMAN PERSON IN CREATION?

In this final week of commemorations, we recall the What does Sacred Scripture teach about the creation of
faithful departed. Next week we enter the Season of Lent. the visible world?
For now, we will focus on our Sunday Gospel of the " " .
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. y P Through the account of the "six days" of creation Sacred

) _ Scripture teaches us the value of the created world and its
The rich man has everything and the poor Lazarus has

nothing, as we read about the two characters in the purpose, namely, to praise God and to serve humanity.

passage. What happens next is a reversal of fortunes for ~ Every single thing owes its very existence to God from

tAf:c? ri%h Tﬁn- I(I)? earthdall riCheSt ind ComfﬁrtIV\{(er\(/?VEiS?- whom it receives its goodness and perfection, its proper
er death, all loss and torment become his lot. Why? . . .

Not because God chose to punish him. It is simply a laws and its proper place in the universe.

reflection of the life he chose. Where he failed to show

mercy and compassion, resulted in him no longer capable What is the place of the human person in creation?

of receiving mercy and compassion. Hell is described as : . - .
one’s distance from God and it is our own choosing. The The human person is the summit of visible creation

rich man in his earthly decadence ignored God and the in as much as he or she is created in the image
call to care for the less fortunate. In the end the rich man and likeness of God.

created his own hell after death, one of exclusion from
God and others.

On the other hand, we have the poor Lazarus who lived a
life of extreme poverty and at death ‘was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham’ (v22). There is no
mention of being granted riches and indulgences. Instead
he has company and acceptance, as we read when the
rich man looked up ‘and saw Abraham far away with
Lazarus by his side’ (v23) and that Lazarus ‘is comforted
here’ (v25). Heaven is not about pearly gates but
acceptance and love in God.

So as we travel through life, let us reflect on what type of
world we are creating for ourselves and others here and
in the life to come. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF
The Servant’s Word,
A SUPERNATURAL FORM OF COMMUNICATION
Brothers and Sisters, "?"

On behalf of Father Tony Sarkis who is on leave in Lebanon for a few weeks, |

welcome you to the third Sunday of the commemorations on which we pray for all

our faithful departed. Next week we begin the Season of Great Lent. During this

week, we remember all those who have passed from this earthly life and are resting

in the hope of the resurrection. Praying for the faithful departed is really second | =
nature to the Maronites. In our tradition, our prayers are made up of several

stations. We have blessing prayers for the body of someone who has just passed

away (either at home, hospital or funeral houses), we have wake services at which - B
the incense prayer is chanted, we have the funeral rite which in some countries like & .
Australia is celebrated together with the Eucharist, we have memorial and |« > <
anniversary Masses (40 day, 1 year, etc). You see, our prayers are a continuous form b p‘
of communication with God; but also with our loved ones, even though we do not T

have a direct line to them. If you like, it is as if we are communicating with them indirectly without being able to
see or hear them; a super-natural form of communication.

Death is the end of our earthly life, through it we begin a new journey to our Father’s house in heaven. So why is
there a need to pray for the departed? First of all, we believe in purgatory. Without going into too much detail,
this means that some of us aren’t ready for heaven when we die, however we are also not deserving of eternal
damnation. Because our Father is all merciful and loving, he has given us a second opportunity to prepare
ourselves for his eternal banquet. Therefore, some period of purification is necessary before we’re ready to face
God’s glory. In part, our prayers for the departed ask God to show mercy to those souls. They are prayers of
hope, supplication and praise which remind us of God’s goodness and mercy.

The Maronite Prayer of Incense is truly a wonderful example of these prayers. This prayer commemorates all
those who have gone to their rest before us, including Mary, the Mother of God, the prophets, apostles, martyrs
and all the saints. The chant does not mention death, rather it says: “truly now they sleep in faith, resurrection is
their hope, awaiting the Lord to come and give them their crown.” It is a prayer of asgiration and encourages us
to be like the saints who: “giving witness to the Lord, they made satan run for fear, they conquered deceit. Like
gold tested in the fire, trials only strengthened you; triumphant your memory in heaven and earth.” As usual, the
beautiful poetry and imagery reinforces the deep meaning of the prayer. It gives us hope that our faithful departed
will one day dwell in the presence of God and further it gives us hope that we too can earn this reward also.

During this week, all Masses will be followed by the Prayer of Incense. Let us continue to pray for our departed
with faith, hope and love so that their souls through the mercy of God may rest in peace.
Fr Youwakim Noujaim




Article of the Week
IN THE MAZES OF LIFE .

They have filled the city’s streets and parks and become an essential part of their landscape. Fll: .
They live in misery and bitterness, deprived of family and love, marginalised by the society.
The street is their only refuge, yet it breaks them even more and makes them live in woe.

Steven was one of those brothers. | met him once in Parramatta where we set and talked. | &
asked him about his life and he said: “I was married to a woman who was beautiful in heart &
and mind and God gave us three children, two girls and one boy. | was working five days a
week and earned a good salary. My life was going well until | felt one day a pain in my = g%

stomach. The pain was growing every day. | went to the doctor with my wife. | undertook &
medical tests and was diagnosed with cancer. The doctor asked me to leave work so | could
undertake the necessary treatment. Five months into the treatment, and the pain became
even worse. The cancer started to spread to my bones. This type of sicknesses is very painful §
and makes the sick lose their patience easily.”

He continued: “In the beginning, | was able to overcome the pain, but at the end it was overwhelmlng and |
became somehow insane. | started taking drugs, thinking that they were the medicine which would alleviate my
pain. They may have reduced my suffering, but they caused even a greater ordeal and made me lose everything
and become homeless, living alone in the streets.”

| asked him about his family. He said with anguish that his addiction to drugs affected his family’s income and
made him violent, not only towards his children but also his wife who told him one day, with teary eyes, to leave
the house as his children were living under constant terror. “I realised then that the safety and happiness of my
family were at risk; | left. Here | am now living in the streets, sleeping in the parks.”

Then | said: “if Jesus is now listening to you what would you ask him for?” he said while tears went down his
weary cheeks: “I miss the warmth of my family. | wish if | could return and live with them to be a good father and
a compassionate and responsible husband like | was before.”

We had dinner together, prayed and we agreed to meet again, but | have never seen him since. All my efforts to
find him failed.

My Lord Jesus, | ask you to have mercy on my brother Steven, like you did with the crippled. Open his eyes, like
you did with the blind man. Lift him out of his misery and sins like you did with your friend Lazarus when you
raised him from the dead. Amen.

Subdeacon Robert AlBayeh

Teews Corner Youth Corner
FIRST LESSON BACK FOR 2017! ANNUAL HARBOR CRUISE

Wow! hghi MYO annual
arbour cruise was -

g’haﬁt' attrrn el held on Saturday the 4th
BLE I Sl '8 of February 2017. Our ¢

back at Teens for theme for the year was

the year and the “Hawaiian”. The

vibe was uplifting. intention of our theme

It was really good was to reflect on the

to see new faces beauty of God'’s cultures

A e youn’g in their diversity. This is

teenagers coming

—{ an event tfhat a Large e
amount of youth wait for all year.
together to learn y y
more about their

During the advertising period and when ticket sales were
faith completed, you could not help but notice that this event

: was going to be a success due to all of the positive energy
The afternoon began with teens registering for the  and hype.

year, followed by some free time upstairs in the Once we arrived at the wharf on the night, the youth
recreational room, where there were games of looked amazing with their Hawaiian themed clothing. As
soccer and some dance moves busting out. we boarded the boat, the dancing, the smiles, the photos,

. and the friendships filled the night with something special.
Food was served and the year groups were given The presence of our beloved youth chaplain Father

time to meet with their new leaders, and leadersto  Raphael made the night even more blessed.
get to know the teens, and what they expect to gain

o S W TR “Jhe joy radiating on the faces of the attendees was a

proof that Christ was present in each one of their hearts.

Each group ended with prayer and the welcome oAs an eyewitness to most of the event, | realized that
back lesson was done. The spirit of the Lord was tru- Christ isn’t only present in our Church and in the

ly overshadowing us, and we pray for the Lords Sacraments, but he is present with us every single moment
blessing that every lesson, throughout the year, be  in our social gatherings, even in our traditional Dabke
ever so fruitful. dancing.

“he wonderful city views and Sydney harbor inspired us to
give glory to God for his amazing creation.

Holy Spirit of Love and Truth, Lastly, | came to know, that the youths’ faith in Jesus, is
Have mercy on us. the source of their joy and peace.
Al Stephan Roni Hanna

God bless you all and have a blessed week.



MMUNITY BUSIN

Interested in becoming part of
the Community Business
Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

| T

First Lesson of Teens for 2017

NETWORK PA

FEARLESS ..

MARTIAL ARTS

v' High energy Taekwondo classes
v’ Experienced, qualified instructors
v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence
v' Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! « A

TRIIT o 187 FAIRFIELD RD GUILPDFOMD

Phi: OF 15 663 O66

www;{ﬁacebook.com/fmataekwondo

Bl PLUMBING SOLUTIONSE Sé8

 INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL
PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING;"P’y

‘©04a04a 631 019

RAYVIOND ISHAK

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9—‘“&‘ LAWY
Sunday 19 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed Cbapal) gall anf :haludi 14 aal)
9:30am John Amine Gebrael from Beit Chabab (L & 35i) bl i e Db Onel Olas asapadl 42¥s

(died in France) Gl amy ey (1S 3 JBsie ) Nyysha e ol Uia g asmpall VV:1es
11:00am Joe Hanna Chammine from Tourza (died in Canada) A eall) okl 5 Pl gl agmpall gmnl St
5:00pm 40 Day Edward Antonios Jabbour Tobbaji TS SRR R Rt O ‘TP . o ’

(known as Nabih Jabbour) from Blouza Bl o (s
Monday 20 February Bl Y oY)
6:00pm Akleh Raffoul Hadchiti wife of Geryes Sarkis o danll GuSom Gaya dag) Jadas J4b) Alile dagniell T

Hadchiti from Hadchit (died in Lebanon) (0l A slagia) Cudiaa
Saturday 25 February Lld Yo cudd)
6:00pm Barbara Mikhael Chaheen widow of the late 35 U Gy i agapall Aol (ald Qe 5yl dasapall  Ties

Tannous Youssef Hanna Abood from Kfarsghab ' : (u 5 ) UM}S .

(died in Lebanon OR o o) ‘ o
Sunday 26 February: Entrance into the Great Lent - Cana Sunday X ‘-ij\ Lﬂa S ,‘3“” d"" = :}’L‘*f Y1 aa)
9:30am Faith and Light Annual Mass Dss Clad Aad das Aald]) laliaY) (590 paldlY A5 (e (B 40
11:00am All the Livings and Departed of Rachine Gy Baly impay Dlgaly eliad A o ulaB VY zes
5:00pm Marcel Diab from Zgharta ey e ol dagle asapall  020e

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Heaven on Earth Charity Fundraising
Volunteers will be selling sweets this weekend at Church Doors. Please help Heaven on Earth by buying some delicious sweets!

| Fes 2017 | “The Bible Project” MAR 2017 MYO Lenten Retreat
) . a
English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies 7Fr|dax 31st Marldg '2(?178-{ Szundilv 2nd AP";' 2%17
Th Zom in th jors R LOL CYP pm sharp arrival Friday & 2pm departure Sunday.
U{Z(:jag’sl\jtonzr;‘hlgr; aensde?;g:; :I?\Tlgcc?mec ¢ Place: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre- Grose Wold Road, Grose Vale 2753
Y ) : Cost: $220pp - Rooms of 4 and all meals provided. Please let us know
FEB 2017 | EFF Maronite Lenten Course names in rooms and any dietry requirements.
Continues Monday 20th February 2017 at 7pm Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010
Friday 24 February 2017 at 7:30pm - OLOL Top Level Carpark (Years 7-12) 15th July to 23rd July 2017 in Beirut, Lebanon
T8 2017 - - — Join thousands of Maronite Youth from around the world in this first ever event
Faith & Light Annual Sebhiyi and Mass that will be hosted in Lebanon. Cost is $100 ($75US) for registration.
Sunday 26 February 2017 from 9:00am - 1:00pm (Mass at 9:30am) This includes accommodation, food, transport throughout the 7 days.
Al | n CfYtPC ;tecrzaggnal R°C'j"1“1°" ir ; Tickets to Lebanon are self-funded. For your information pack,
are welcome after 8am, 9:30am and 11am mass to join us for contact John-Claude Tadros (0422643203) or Moussa Hawa (0401586244).
a hot/cold beverage over an all you can eat breakfast buffet. . . .
Entertainment will be provided for the children Limit of 100 per Eparchy. Registrations close 13 March 2017!
FEB 2017 | . . . . LAY )
- UniMaronite Launch Pizza/BBQ Night Mother’s Day Event
Sunday 26 February after 7pm Youth Mass Please keep Tuesday 9 May 2017 free for an upcoming Mother’s Day event.
OLOL Bottom Car Park. All Youth are Welcome. Details will be available soon.
[MmaR 2017 ] Movies after English Stations of the Cross - Starts 3 March 2017 & Ends of Good Friday 14 April 2017

Movies shown will consist of: The early life of Saint Pope John Paul Il - Hacksaw Ridge - Mary Mackillop - St Charbel - For Greater Glory - St Rafga -
Ending with The Passion of the Christ in OLOL CYPC Seniors Room. This event is free for all. Please note that under 18 year olds will need an
accompanying adult for attendance otherwise they will be refused entry due to the nature of these films.

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 Activities for Seniors
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203 call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference eyl B ol LS cllalid
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com oriall S gl aal jliaa) dagy cpd Cpsgaad JS

ATAYALY Gl Juatyl S c A Y AL B e el Jlsty)

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115

Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
DIOCESAN NOTICES
[maR 2017 | Do you understand NDIS? National Disability Insurance Scheme

MaroniteCare in collaboration with CEADA will be holding an information session to help you understand and manage NDIS.
7 March 2017 at 10am & 7pm in OLOL CYPC Level 1 - Discussion Room
For more info contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787 or Kay Ishac on 0411 080 276

[ MAR 2017 | Called to the Priesthood? A Retreat for men discerning a call to the Priesthood.
The Maronite Eparchy of Australia invites all men discerning a vocation to the priesthood or diaconate to a Vocations Retreat
with Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
from the 10th to the 12th of March 2017 at the House of Divine Mercy in Bilpin.
For more information, please contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 or the Eparchy offices on 8831 0000.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

- be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
. A (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Michel Anjoul, Youssef Aoun & his Family (B) Raymous &
g8 o0 Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Hanna Boutros Beirouti & his Family, Elias & Antoun Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh
| -l 9 & Ramza & Elias Boumelhem (C) Chamel & Rossita Challita (D) Roumanos Boutros Dahdah & his brother Wajih & their parents & Mikhael &

) all the Family (E) Gerges & Saydie Elia (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George (H)

Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Tannous & Chmouni
I/ Hasan, Youssef & Hanneh Hassan and their children & grandchildren, Mohsen & Hayfa Hayek and their son Kabalan, Tony Halima (I) Tansa &

; Thouraya Ishac and their children & grandchildren, Julia & Tony Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Hanneh &
\ ¥4/ Youssef & Marie Kabboura (L) Boulos Lawlach (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki,
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‘ Rizkallah & Said Sahyoun and all their living & departed families, Dib Youssef Saliba (T) (U) (V) (W) Adelle Wehbe (Y) (2)
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