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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL SHNBAY SR THE EPISTLE
Jesus said, “Who then is the faithful and
prudent manager whom his master will put
in charge of his slaves, to give them their
allowance of food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave whom his master will
find at work when he arrives. Truly | tell
you, he will put that one in charge of all his
possessions.

Brother and sisters, If you put these
instructions before the brothers and
sisters, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, nourished on the words of
the faith and of the sound teaching that
you have followed. Have nothing to do
with profane myths and old wives’ tales.
Train yourself in godliness, for, while
physical training is of some value,
godliness is valuable in every way, holding

But if that slave says to himself, ‘My master
is delayed in coming,” and if he begins to
beat the other slaves, men and women, and
to eat and drink and get drunk, the master

of that slave will come on a day when he Next Sunday’s Readings | Promise for both the present life and the
does not expect him and at an hour that he Sunday of the life to come. The saying is sure and worthy
does not know, and will cut him in pieces, R'gh;em‘s & Just of full acceptance. For to this end we toil

i i i Heb 12: 18-24
and put him with the unfaithful. Mt 25: 31-46 and struggle, because we have our hope
That slave who knew what his master set on the living God, who is the Saviour

wanted, but did not prepare himself or do

) ) of all people, especially of those who
what was wanted, will receive a severe PEOPIE, esp y

beating. But the one who did not know and believe.

(j|d what (_:leserved a beating will receive a These are the things you must insist on
light beating. From everyone to whom d teach. Let desoi th
much has been given, much will be andteach. Let no one despise youryoutn,
required; and from the one to whom much but set the believers an example in speech
has been entrusted, even more will be and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.
demanded. Until | arrive, give attention to the public

Lk 12: 42-48 reading of Scripture, to exhorting, to
EB AYER OF THE WEEK teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in
Dear God you, which was given to you through
prophecy with the laying on of hands by
the council of elders. Put these things into

We pray for all our
and for those on their journey

to becoming a priest. practice, devote yourself to them, so that
all may see your progress. Pay close
May you fill their hearts with your attention to yourself and to your teaching;
everlasting continue in these things, for in doing this
that they may continue to you will save both yourself and your
spread your Word within our parish. hearers.
Amen! 1Tim 4: 6-16

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeac on Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechism - WHAT IS THE CENTRAL
EEK OF PRIESTS MYSTERY OF CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE?

In the Maronite Lectionary there are three weeks of What does it mean to believe in only one God?
commemorations leading up to the Season of Lent. This first To believe in the one and only God involves coming to
week is commemoration of the priests. know his greatness and majesty. It involves living in

Our Sunday Gospel asks the question, what makes for a thanksgiving and trusting always in him, even in adversity.
‘faithful and prudent manager?’ Jesus offers a parable that It involves knowing the unity and true dignity of all human
outlines proper employee behaviour. The manager in this beings, created in his image. It involves making good use
parable is required to give the other employees ‘their of the things which he has created.

allowance of food at the proper time’ (v42). Doesn’t sound
like an exciting job but if we think more carefully about it, it

. . . . e
5 ol G 1 ey ATEErE T, BResLEs [ (pesElE mrem el What is the central mystery of Christian faith and life?

their allowance then they have no means of survival. So in The central mystery of Christian. f?ith anq Iife is the
this case the person Jesus is referring to may be a payroll mystery of the Most Blessed Trinity. Christians are
officer! That aside, we can elaborate further about this parable. baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son

Jesus states the master must give them ‘their allowance . . . and of the Holy Spirit.

at the proper time.” It means giving employees what they

deserve, what they have worked hard to earn. It’s neither ~ Can the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity be known by
acceptable to use people for slave labour, nor to cheat the light of human reason alone?

people of their earnings, nor to withhold their dues. God has left some traces of his trinitarian being in creation
Jesus then speaks of the manager who decides ‘to eat and and in the Old Testament but his inmost being as the Holy
drink and get drunk’ (v45). Another failure by employees or Trinity is a mystery which is inaccessible to reason alone or
employers, is when they take or consume more than their even to Israel's faith before the Incarnation of the Son of
share. There are those who have excess, too much, who  God and the sending of the Holy Spirit. This mystery was

throw money away for their own pleasure, who have more oy agled by Jesus Christ and it is the source of all the other
money than they should, while others languish in need. mysteries

More so it begs the question how such monetary wealth
was gained? Was this money earned, or was it taken
unethically, because the one with authority has abused their
power in order to further their gains?

So today’s Gospel has much food for thought. How do we
treat our co-workers? What do we do with money that is at
our disposal? Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

The Servant’ s Word,

SUNDAY OF PRIESTS

Our Maronite Church has now concluded its Season of the Epiphany and this Sunday begins

the 3 weeks of commemorations before we enter into the Season of Great Lent. Each week the &
Maronite Church invites us to reflect upon and pray for the Priests, the Righteous and the Just

and the Faithful departed respectively. ‘

We find ourselves this week at the Sunday of the Priests. l ¥/
It is of vital importance that we continuously pray for and remember all our priests, those who =

are living and those who are departed. Just as the Priests pray with and for the lay faithful, so too

should the faithful pray for the clergy. Why do the priests need prayers? Because they too are human just like
everyone else. Yes, they have freely chosen to dedicate their lives to God in prayer and service but priests are
also susceptible to error and sin. We should be careful not to throw stones at the priests who do make mistakes,
but rather pray for them and ask for God to forgive them. The priests rely on the prayers of their parishioners for
strength and dedication in all areas of their priesthood. It is important to pray for them so that they realise the
words that John the Baptist says when talking about Christ: “He must increase but | must decrease” (Jn 3:30).

This Sunday, the Sunday of Priests, is a great opportunity to give some serious thought to the work the priests do
in the parish and to say a prayer asking God to keep our priests dedicated to their life of prayer, to be loyal to the
flock of Christ which they have been made responsible of, to remain faithful and grounded in the faith of Christ
and to grow in dedication in all areas of priestly life. We should also make time to pray for those priests who have
served our Church and have now gone to their heavenly home where we trust that they are with the Lord.

Here | invite all our parishioners on this Sunday of Priests, to light a candle for all priests around the world.

Let this candle be a replacement for the stones that we throw when we are unhappy with things our clergy do.
Let this candle be an offering of gratitude and appreciation for all the good that the clergy do. Let this candle be a
prayer of blessings and graces for all priests and that God may have mercy on the souls of those priests who have
gone before us. Let this candle be a prayer that the Lord of the Harvest may raise and send more labourers into
His vineyard.

| take this opportunity to wish all our school students and teachers a great academic year for 2017. | pray that the
Lord may guide you and the Holy Spirit grant you wisdom and knowledge in all that this year has to offer. Amen.
Father Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week

MY JOURNEY TO THE PRIESTHOOD

Each one of us has a story to tell about themselves. | am no different to anyone else. My
story is similar to everyone else’s life story. | come from a very loving family and | am
blessed with an extraordinary wife and three beautiful children whom | am very proud. |
was successful in the Commercial Management field of the Civil Engineering Industry and
have worked for multi-national companies on infrastructure projects that have exceeded a
billion dollars in value. My life has been filled with happiness, joy, hope, sadness, illness,
success, failure, death and more. | am not a saint. | am a sinner. My life story is not important! What is important
though is that | have clearly heard Jesus calling me to serve him. In fact, nothing in my life is as clear as Jesus’ call
and it is with this clarity that | have been pursuing my vocation to the married priesthood.

In speaking about my journey, | would prefer to talk about Jesus’ story in my life. Over the last eight years | have
learnt that the priesthood is not about me. It is about Jesus. In the words of John the Baptist, “He must increase,
but | must decrease” (John 3:30). From the onset of my journey with Christ, my Spiritual Director, to whom | owe
so much, taught me this. And in everything that | do, | have promised myself and him to ensure that the work
that | do is for his greater glory and not for my own. This principle is very dear to my heart and it is with this spirit
that | offer myself to him and to the Maronite Church. Jesus is present in every person that exists in my life and
therefore this principle also applies to them. This means that | must decrease, so that my Bishop may increase. |
must decrease, so that my brother priests and subdeacons may increase. | must decrease, so that my family may
increase. | must decrease, so that my parish can increase and so on.

As a priest (to be), my priesthood needs to lead me to Christ. It is so easy for us to be consumed with everything
that takes place around us including our work, our relationships and so much more. If my vocation becomes
purely about “my” priesthood and it takes me away from Christ, then my vocation has lost its meaning and my
priesthood becomes just another job. Jesus needs to be at the center of my vocation or else my priesthood
becomes about me. As a married priest, if my priesthood is going to take me away from my family, then this also
means that my priesthood is in vain.

On this Sunday of the Priests, | ask you to pray for me and for all the priests so that Jesus may be the centre of
our priesthood!

Subdeacon Danny Nouh

Come Alive Corner Family Corner
COME ALIVE IS BACK FOR 2017! PLANNING TOGETHER!

Last week the family committee
held its first meeting for the year.
During our meeting, we took the
opportunity to involve every
member of our families in our
discussion on our goals within the N \ ;
parish. Importantly and regardless . /\ E
of upbringing, a recurring theme \tg
. from everyone was the need to
What is COME ALIVE? continue to provide opportunities for families to develop
COME ALIVE is branch of the Maronite Flame teens an intimate relationship with God, our church, each other

group. If you are in years 10-12 or fit that age and with other families in the Parish. This we commit to.

category, we invite you to attend our sessions! Not It was also interesting observing the feedback and insight
only will you grow in your faith, it's a chance to meet ©f our children during this session. It was they who were

. . 1 . . most vocal in pointing out that achieving this intimate
lifelong friends to walk the Christian life with. Here is relationship is dependent upon parents correctly prioritising

a list of some of the things we do: their time and their commitments; a timely reminder for all of
us on what is our priority so early in the year.

+Camps.

. Afterwards, it was with eager anticipation that we
+Feeding the poor.

discussed our first event for the year; the family picnic

+Road trips. planned for the 5th of February. As luck would have it, we
¢ Day retreats. have inadvertently chosen what will probably be the
+Social day outs hottest day of the year to hold the picnic. With such

extreme weather conditions, and with the health and

Let 2017 be a time of change in your spiritual life!  Safety of our parishioners in mind, we have decided to

. postpone the picnic for now. We are still committed to
Make a commitment providing the opportunity for our families, other
to more than just a Sunday Mass! parishioners and friends to attend this enjoyable

_ _ gathering, so do keep an eye on the newsletter and social
Join us for an opening Mass & BBQ on the 8th Feb  media for further updates. And remember to prioritise and
from 6.30pm-9pm! commit.

Tony Mattar OLOL Family Committee
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Meeting of the Lawyers guild in celebration of St Ephrem

MYO Meeting

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Target 2000 Parishioners
S5 ONLY a week

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

133 Parishioners committed

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of
the Community Business
Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

FEARLESS

FMARTIAL ARYS

v' High energy Taekwondo classes

v’ Experienced, qualified instructors
v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence
v' Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! ~

TNIT 5, 187 FAIRFIELD RD “Im

Pl OF 15 663 P66

www.{iacebook.com/fmataekwondo
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{*" ¢’ PLUMBING SOLUTIONSH s

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL

PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING é_

‘©0404 631 019

RAYVIOND ISHAK

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au

THIS IS SE\IDING MONEY

TO LOVED ONES
Fmd your nearest location or send
online at westernunion.com.au
Customer Service 1800 501 500

moving money for better

momee | oriiave | AcenT LOCATION




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS gg,iu‘!\ Gl ®

Sunday 5 February: Sunday of the Priests d3gg) aaf :hlud 5 aaY
8:00am The livings and departed of the members of Sodality
11:00am One Year Naim Habib from Eintourine X
5:00pm One Year Hmemeh Nassif widow of the late Gushie (o cns al asaall L) 11:00
Germanos Moujalli from Mazraat El Nahr el de e (e ae Gusilepn agmpall Alojf Cauali Aaled dagaall 4l 00:5
Monday 6 February: Ll 6 e

6:00pm Funeral Kafa Moussa widow of the late Habib el 6 ()

lgaly orapay elal 2321 e lf 45 e L 8:00

Sarkis Ishac Dl a8 (e Gl (aSm i asmall Alaf cuge (S Ragayall (82 6:00
Thursday 9 February: Feast of St Maroun Ggste sla de thlidi 9 (el
Masses celebrated at 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm 2l 6:00 alia 8:45 5 7:00 culudaill
Saturday 11 February: Ly e
6:00pm40 Day Samir Youssef Boutros Laban from Kfarsghab . A‘%—‘
Sunday 12 February: Sunday of the Righteous and the laa)i€ o Glll Guylay Caugy aams asmall 52)) 6:00
Just Cobaally L) aaf hld 12 aaY)
11:00am 40 Day Youssef Mikhael Abou Melhem from Imar T ;

lac ) laa ) 111:00
5:00pm One Year Josephine Imad wife of Rached Imad i i ‘AL Jj . W_ﬁ ?}T)‘J w’:-u
from Andket - Akkar )\Sc — d@Ne Alae .J.&\) 4a9) Alac JSIBTEN A.AP)AH addl 5:00

ROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
Family Picnic NOTICE Fersen Al Adra

Parish Family Picnic has been postponed Resumes on Saturday 11 February at 1pm with Registration.
for heath and safety reasons due to extreme weather conditions. Children must be registered to attend Fersen, ages are kindy to Year 6.

A new date will be confirmed! For more info contact Eliana on 0421 740 115.
[_Fes 2017 | “The Bible Project” | FeB 2017 | UniMaronite Launch Pizza/BBQ Night
English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies Sunday 26 February after 7pm Youth Mass
Thursday’s at 7pm in the Seniors Room OLOL CYPC OLOL Bottom Car Park. All Youth are Welcome.
Led by Mons Shora and Team. All Welcome.
Encounters between Jesus and Women
FEB 2017 | EFF Maronite Lenten Course i, Book written by Sr Margaret Ghosn
Monday nights at 7Zpm Jesus ae Women Offers both biblical study and reflective input into each
Begins 6th February 2017 | L i woman that Jesus encountered in the Gospel tradition.
For details contact: Fr Yuhanna Azize yuhanna@maronite.org.au %ﬁj Beginning with Mary of Nazareth, the book provides a
| chapter by chapter insight into each of the women in the
FEB 2017 COME ALIVE opening Mass & BBQ Gospel and what the account says about God’s relationship

with women, women’s choices, their expression of faith
and their interpretation of discipleship.
Cost: $22.95 - If you wish to purchase a copy
contact Sr Margaret on 0412588045.

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Wednesday 8 February from 6:30 - 9pm
For more information contact Tony Mattar on 0401 364 335

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 Activities for Seniors
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203 call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190 Aoyl & ol LS cllalid
- ; Cotall S el anl loma) dags csal cpesand S
) Children’s Events LTAGYARE Gl Jlay) S v EAM YA ) e s Jay)
Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 Adult’s Events
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
DIOCESAN NOTICES
L1983 2017 | Called to the Priesthood?

A Retreat for men discerning a call to the Priesthood.
The Maronite Eparchy of Australia invites all men discerning a vocation to the priesthood or diaconate to a Vocations Retreat
with Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
from the 10th to the 12th of March 2017 at the House of Divine Mercy in Bilpin.
For more information, please contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 or the Eparchy offices on 8831 0000.

MARONITE SERVICES
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre For Teens 12-18 years and their families. Is your family impacted by addictions?
Open 10am - 10pm for Youth 18 & over Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
Under 18s only with adult supervision Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 For information contact: 9633 2900
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899 The Carers meeting will take place on TBA at 10:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
_— be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
e (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph
IS g8 Saad Boutros, Camille & Amira Boutros and their son Joseph Boutros (C) Arthur & Elizabeth Constanton (D) (E) (F) Estephan & Youssef &

| Therese Farah, Deceased of Farah Families (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George (H)
i Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad (1) (J) Youssef &
i Y Ghanagi Joseph, Semaan Jouny (K) Karam Antonios Karam (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their
\ ®// daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun (N) (O) (P) Pope
g Francis & Priesthood (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour
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