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Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near —
the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was
about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw
water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common
with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and
the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, P —
who gave us the well, and with his sons and his [ Next Sunday’s Readings

flocks drank from it?”

Do you not know, brothers and sisters —
for | am speaking to those who know the
law — that the law is binding on a person
only during that person’s lifetime? Thus a
married woman is bound by the law to her
husband as long as he lives; but if her
husband dies, she is discharged from the
law concerning the husband. Accordingly,
she will be called an adulteress if she lives
with another man while her husband is
alive. But if her husband dies, she is free
from that law, and if she marries another
man, she is not an adulteress.

In the same way, my friends, you have
died to the law through the body of Christ,

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this . :

water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of 1Tim 4: 6-16 so that you may bglong to another, to h'f“
the water that | will give them will never be Lk 12: 42-48 who has been raised from the dead in
thirsty. The water that | will give will become in order that we may bear fruit for God.
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” While we were living in the flesh, our
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, sinful passions, aroused by the law, were

so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep

coming here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, at work in our members to bear fruit for

“Go, call your husband, and come back.” The death. But now we are discharged from

woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus the law, dead to that which held us

;a'dbtodhefr; ”Youhare fl:ggtﬁ'n ShaVIBg, (;Il hantRO captive, so that we are slaves not under
usband’; for you have had five husbands, and the ; ; ;

one you have now is not your husband. What you tEe Olc.j yvntten code but in the new life of

have said is true!” the Spirit. Rom 7: 1.6

The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a om/: 1-

prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this

mountain, but you say that the place where PRAYER OF THE WEEK

people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said Lord Jesus

to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming ) ’

when you will worship the Father neither on this You looked with love upon the

mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you i

do not know; we worship what we know, for Samaritan Woma” and offered her

salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, your love which all our human

and is now here, when the true worshipers will needs and desires.

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the .

Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is We ask that you may always guide us

spirit, and those who worship him must worship by this love, so that when we are in

in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I d of ’ :

know that Messiah is coming” (who is called need or you, or

Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all your love and we may come to you

things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one with faith, hope and love.

who is speaking to you.”
Jn 4:5-7,9-26 Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Friday 3 February 2017 from 9:30am - Saturday 4 February at 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeac on Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechism - WHAT ROLE DOES SACRED
SAMARITAN WOMAN SCRIPTURE PLAY IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH?

In this last week in the Season of the Epiphany we What is the unity that exists between

have the Gospel passage where an intense the Old and the New Testaments?

discussion takes place between Jesus and a Scripture is one insofar as the Word of God is one. God's
Samaritan woman. plan of salvation is one, and the divine inspiration of both

. ) ~ Testaments is one. The Old Testament prepares for the
The longest conversation recorded in the Gospels is New and the New Testament fulfils the Old; the two shed
between Jesus and this woman. They discuss light on each other.
worship, morality, truth, religious practice and the
Messiah. Here is ecumenical dialogue, a flourishing
of thought. This is a radical meeting not only
because of the depth of what is discussed but also
that Jesus dares to speak in full public view with not
only a woman, but one of ill repute and more so a
non-Jew. And the woman does not disappoint! She
becomes a witness and evangeliser to Jesus’ true
identity.

Compare the response of this Samaritan woman to
Jesus’ words about Spirit and truth, in Nicodemus
the Pharisee’s response. He came to Jesus at night as ]
we read in last week’s Gospel passage. John the What role does sacred scripture play
Evangelist places Nicodemus’ conversation a chapter in the life of the Church?

before that of the Samaritan woman. In comparing Sacred Scripture gives support and vigour to the life of the

the two, the woman comes out as the true believer Church. For the children of the Church, it is a confirmation

in Jesus the Messiah, yet she remains unnamed! of the faith, food for the soul and the fount of the spiritual
/ L . life. Sacred scripture is the soul of theology and of pastoral
f baptism involves water and the Spirit and the call preaching. The Psalmist says that it is "a lamp unto my

to truth, then Jesus in his conversations with a : " )
Pharisee and a Samaritan woman is suggesting that feet and a light to my path." (Psalm 119:105). The Church,

one and all are invited into conversation with God, in - - Pt
order to grasp the truth of life and receive with open because "ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of
minds and hearts the gift of the Holy Spirit. Amen Christ" (Saint Jerome).

Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

The Servant's Word,

therefore, exhorts all to read Sacred Scripture frequently

CHRIST FOR ALL

. During the course of the weeks following the Epiphany, we notice that a
particular theme emerges from all the Gospels on the Sundays following the
Feast of the Epiphany. Each Sunday we notice that the mystery of Christ is
announced to different groups. On the first Sunday, Christ’s mystery is
announced to John the Baptist. On the second Sunday this same mystery is
announced to the Apostles. Last Sunday, the Jewish people and Nicodemus
learn of Christs’ mystery. On this fourth Sunday, Christ announces His
mystery to the Samaritan woman and the people of Samaria. Why is this so?

This is done in order to show that Christ did not only come for the Jews or
for His Apostles. Jesus, ‘the living water’ comes to quench the thirst of all people. He does not differentiate
between Greek or Jew, nor slave or free, nor woman or man. Christ is for ALL.

Take a careful look at the Gospel this week. Against Jewish customs, Jesus enters a ‘no-go zone.” (Samaria, to the
Jews, was a forbidden town). To add to the list of “wrongs” he talks to a woman at a well and asks for water.
Anyone standing on the outside watching this would be thinking that this man is out of his mind. Even the
woman thinks that, saying to Jesus “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” But Jesus
does not allow the judgements of others stop Him from His mission: to proclaim the Kingdom of God to all
nations!

This Samaritan woman seems ignorant at first and whilst Jesus is revealing Himself to her, she does not see that
it is He, the Messiah who sits before her. Slowly yet surely, as Christ forgives her the sins that have blinded her,
she comes to the realisation that it is Jesus whom converses with her.

My dearest brothers and sisters, we are people of faith and the mystery of Christ has been fully revealed to us,
let us therefore, not be blinded by our sins that hold us from seeking Christ. Visit the Sacrament of Reconciliation
often, receive the Body of Christ often and visit the Lord in Adoration. A life built on prayer and penance is a life
well lived because Christ is the centre.

Father Tony Sarkis


https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwz4zpv9nRAhXMk5QKHa0kDU0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicsstrivingforholiness.com%2F2015%2F06%2F15%2Fpope-francis-read-a-gospel-passage-a-bible-passage-every

Article of the Week
“HOW IS IT THAT YOU, A JEW, ASK A DRINK OF ME, A WOMAN OF SAMARIA?”

e How is it that you ask this of me? Do you know who | am? Do you know what you

are asking?

In our everyday lives, we encounter many unfamiliar people. On our normal
commute to and from work, university, college or school, we sadly bump into many
homeless people or beggars who ask us for money. Immediately we think of the
guestions mentioned above. We comment, we pass judgement and we walk away.
' We fail to see Christ in that person and we fail to recognise that He asks “Give me a
% drink.” Like the Samaritan woman who sought any excuse to run away from the
\- Truth, we too begin to find excuses to not assist those who need help.

J Let's bring this closer to home... We know that nobody is perfect beside our Lord
and Saviour and we know that we are all sinners who are in need of healing. Why
then do we judge those who come seeking the Lord’s forgiveness? Why do we stand
in the way between a sinner and God’s mercy for all? We are all, to some degree, guilty of such actions. We see a
person and their appearance does not match our expectation, we jump to conclusions and judge them. We begin
to think and ask ourselves “who is this person coming to Church?”

We do not know the circumstances of others and on this statement alone we should not pass judgement nor
should we be people who stand in between the Lord and those who seek Him. God works in mysterious ways and
from great sinners, even greater saints are made. Read the story of St Paul and his conversion and that should be
enough to convince you.

In order for us to become saints let us look with the eyes of Christ, think with the mind of Christ and love with the

heart of Christ. Let us be people who lead others to the everlasting Spring so that we may all drink from the

Water of Life and thus gain eternal life. Christ came for all, let us therefore help and bring all to Christ.
Seminarian Dory Zaouk

Teew's Corner
et Core

ngé\éel%cfncmps\ﬁﬁsival of PN ‘t #{ In the chaos of our fast-paced world,
the Fittest. After a long one [N M seeking Christ beyond the Church walls
and half hour bus ride, we 1 il has become a struggle. When | began my
Eﬁirtlj\g?/dn?thsga\'}]v\l\e/e\/l\}e;rroeps o work with Heaven on Earth, | found my

pl‘r\e Iare to-f:aceha'ny @ (3., ! anS\INequr. It is our call to sie Cgrist ir;levery NS
challenges that this camp | ' soul that we encounter, but beyond mere &
could throw at us. i A recognition, it is to serve and dignify them.

Later on in the night we

A e R Every Saturday morning at Parramatta’s

Father Dan, who spoke to Prince Alfred Park, we prepare the table
us about his calling to for our homeless brothers and sisters in Christ. | found

priesthood and how he ‘survived’ the obstacles that the starvation for love is outweighed by the starvation
when wanting to become a priest. for food in this country.

The next day, the main event... THE AMAZING RACE. ; ;
TR e theymost challenging part of the camp. Last November, | had the blessing of going on Heaven on

The activities this year required a lot of team work, ~ Earth’s Fiji mission trip. We often hear, the saying, “serving
fitness and energy from sleep, which none of us had! the poorest of the poor.” The people we met during our

However even though my team lacked sleep, we feci ; ; : :
TR T e e el e e s, mission challenged this saying. I met thg rlch.est pf the |f|§:h.
Each soul | encountered was rich in joy, in faith, in humility

Saturday afternoon, we took a short bus ride down  and gratitude. | realised it was us who are poor.
to the beach, where we had free swim and

?/olljeyballH 'I]Ihe VOIcliet ball gotlirzmjcepse whltlen tbheII On this mission | met an 18-year-old girl, Mary. When
eaders challenged the year 12’s to a volleyba q

game. Technically teengl_won, but we felt I:Yad for the asked what she would like from 'ghe shc_)ps{ allshe

3ld folks and let them win. requested was deodorant. A basic, hygienic product we

take for granted. | witnessed Christ in her simplicity.
After a long day, we had showered and prepared for .
mass and adoration. This was the TRUE main event, As the youngest committee member, | am often asked

a time for all to sit with Jesus and interact with him. i
This year there were more tears than the last and a el | elivoste o @eiin il el o Sudn wes se wtiy | &

reater connection with Christ. I not "living my life." | always respond that it is the very
§unday we performed skits, had jam time and purpose for which we are all born - to become instruments
wrappedl up thfe campi. . il of our Lord’s peace and continue Christ’s ministry on
In(e::?/r(l_rt?gr&égﬁy or my last camp, it was one | wi earth: to feed the hungry, to console the suffering, to visit
’ the sick.

Rachael Challoub & Liana Tautuhi Bridget Elias



PARISH CAMERA
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Photos from Fersen Camp 2017
MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
S5 ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108

Target 2000 Parishioners

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.

For further details Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

INDUSTRIALlBDMMEFICIALlFIESIDENTIAL\ : TI-IISIs SENDING MONEY

3%’ PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING /£ s \\wu TO LOVED ONES
e @ Find your nearest location or send
©0o404 631 019 e Heeirmemion com e

RAYVIOND ISHAK

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au = (¢ 7

moving money for better

momee | oriiave | AcenT LOCATION




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 29 January: 4th Sunday after Epiphany

11:00am 40 Day Bechara Akel Chahine from Deir Jannine
5:00pm 40 day Joe Badwi Laoulach from Hadchit
Wednesday 1 February:

7:00pm Mass for the Feast of St Ephrem for the opening of
the Law Year

Thursday 2 February: Entrance of our Lord into the Temple
— Rite of Blessing of the candles

Masses celebrated at 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm
Saturday 4 February:

6:00pm 40 Day Therese Hawchab Khoury widow of the late
Tannous Youssef Maklouf from Bekaakafra celebrated by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay to pray for
people who suffer from Cancer on World Cancer Day and
the Mass will include the Rite of Anointing of the Sisk
Sunday 5 February: Sunday of the Priests

11:00am One Year Naim Habib from Eintourine

5:00pm One Year Hmemeh Nassif widow of the late
Germanos Mouijalli from Mazraat El Nahr
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

child. The activities and events include, our annual Consecratio

If you would like to volunteer or learn more abo

spiritual excursions, camps, BBQ's,
Join us this year in bringing the future parishioners of Our Lady Parish together in the love of Christ.

Interested to volunteer or learn more about Fersen?
Fersen Al Adra is a mission run by an enthusiastic group of youth, who have a sincere passion for sharing the faith and bringing Jesus to the children.
Children from K to 6 gather each week to learn about the Maronite Catholic faith and values, the foundations of the Church & the Holy Bible, all while reflecting
on what it means to be a Knight of Mary. In addition, we incorporate a number of activities into the Fersen program to nurture the overall well-being of each

n, where the children and leaders renew their "yes" to the Lord;
social outings, and so much more.

ut Fersen please contact Eliana on 0421 740 115.

FEB 2017 |
“The Bible Project”

English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies
Recommence Thursday 2 February 2017 at 7:15pm
Topic: Witness of the Martyrs
Presented by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
in the Seniors Room OLOL CYPC.

Encounters between Jesus and Women

Book written by Sr Margaret Ghosn
Offers both biblical study and reflective input into each
woman that Jesus encountered in the Gospel tradition.
Beginning with Mary of Nazareth, the book provides a
chapter by chapter insight into each of the women in the
Gospel and what the account says about God'’s relationship
with women, women's choices, their expression of faith

~ Encounters seuween
| Jesus e Women
asil

'MODELS OF DISCIPL

{

[ FeB 2017 | Youth Harbour Cruise
Saturday 4th February 2017 at 7:30pm
Pyrmont Warf, Pirrama Road, Pyrmont - Meeting at the Warf by 6.30pm sharp!
Cost: $60 includes dinner & entertainment Theme: Hawaiian
To book: contact Ronni Hanna 0402751371 or Tammy Ters 0404127653

and their interpretation of discipleship.
Cost: $22.95 - If you wish to purchase a copy
contact Sr Margaret on 0412588045.

|_FeB 2017 | EFF Maronite Lenten Course
Monday nights at 7Zpm
Begins 6th February 2017

No refunds!
FEB 2017 I

Parish Family Picnic
Sunday 5th February 2017 from 11am

For details contact: Fr Yuhanna Azize yuhanna@maronite.org.au

h v " FEB 2017 - . . -
at Campbell Hill Rd Picnic Area, Guildford Balud ¥ Cusedd) 1A LiUalds cpieall ddad aglas
s sold hreg Enlt:‘y&SP?ILélsage Sizzle forall N - 1.@..1 g >
Drinks sold on the day | fun children’s activities for all ages i“ gane . - . S H
RSVP required for catering purposes To book: SMS Tony on 0420 295 014 ‘ S adiu UJ‘ Uuw‘ as bl R ""“"‘
DIOCESAN NOTICES

FEB 2017

Pray for people who suffer fro
Saturday 4 February 2017 at 6pm at Our

MaroniteCare warmly invites you to attend a Mass which will be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay to

m cancer on World Cancer Day
Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, Harris Park.

The Mass will include the Rite of Anointing of the Sick. For more information, please contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 8898 1526.

MAR 2017 I

House of Divine

Called to the Priesthood?

A Retreat for men discerning a call to the Priesthood.

The Maronite Eparchy of Australia invites all men discerning a vocation to the priesthood or diaconate to a
Vocations Retreat with Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay from the 10th to the 12th of March 2017 at the

ercy in Bilpin.

For more information, please contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 or the Eparchy offices on 02 8831 0000.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
o be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
s (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph
““)' 9 Saad Boutros (C) Maurice Rizkallah Coorey (D) (E) (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majld

I George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad (1) (J)
il / Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their

/) daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) Jamil Ndaira & Family (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia
\% Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls
N in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Therese Safadi (T) Salem Teres
' & Family (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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