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THE GOSPEL JRALEA LA THE EPISTLE
The next day John saw Jesus coming towards Brothers and sisters,
I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the
meekness and gentleness of Christ — | who
am humble when face to face with you, but
bold toward you when | am away! — | ask
that when | am present | need not show
boldness by daring to oppose those who think
we are acting according to human standards.
Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do
not wage war according to human standards;
for the weapons of our warfare are not
merely human, but they have divine power to
2Cor 4: 5-15 destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments
him, but the one who sent me to baptise with In 1: 35-42 and every proud obstacle raised up against
the knowledge of God, and we take every
thought captive to obey Christ. We are ready

to punish every disobedience when your
baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have obedience is complete.

him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world! This is he
of whom | said, After me comes a man who
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ |
myself did not know him; but | came baptising
with water for this reason, that he might be

revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “l saw

the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, Next Sunday’s Readings

and it remained on him. | myself did not know

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the

Spirit descend and remain is the one who

seen and have testified that this is the Son of

God.” Look at what is before your eyes. If you are

confident that you belong to Christ, remind
Jn 1: 29-34 yourself of this, that just as you belong to
Christ, so also do we. Now, even if | boast a
little too much of our authority, which the
PRAYER OF THE WEEK Lord gave for building you up and not for
tearing you down, | will not be ashamed of it. |
Lord, do not want to seem as though | am trying to
frighten you with my letters. For they say, “His
Elhve fe in my fear. letters are' weighty and étrong, but his bodil'y

. . presence is weak, and his speech contempti-
Give me power in my ble.” Let such people understand that what

I'm trusting YOU. we say by letter when absent, we will also do

when present.

Give me strength in my

Amen!
2Cor 10:1-11

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechismy
JN 1:29-34 FROM BAPTISM TO MINISTRY 'WHAT IS THE PLAN OF GOD FOR MAN?

We have entered the Season of the Epiphany in the 1. What is the plan of God for man?

Maronite Liturgical Calendar. It is a time for reflection

over baptism and the focus is on Jesus and John the God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of

Baptist. sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in
his own blessed life. In the fullness of time, God the Father

It is understood that Jesus’ baptism by John marks the sent his Son as the Redeemer and Savior of mankind,

beginning of his public ministry. In the Synoptic accounts  fallen into sin, thus calling all into his Church and, through
Jesus immediately goes into the desert after his baptism,  the work of the Holy Spirit, making them adopted children

and there he is tempted Not in John’s version of and he|rs of hls eternal happineSS.
accounts. Whatever the course of events, all four
Gospels’ introduction of the adult Jesus occurs at the Further reading: CCC 1-25

baptism, so it is a significant turning point in his life.

“You are great, O Lord, and greatly to be praised [...] You
have made us for yourself and our heart is restless until it
rests in you.” (Saint Augustine)

John was a radical preacher, promising eternal life
through repentance. Large crowds were drawn to his
teachings that offered a new way and a new hope. Jesus
is one of many people who come. Yet in Jesus’ case, the
baptism, is not the be all and end all. It was what
impelled him to live radically in the world. It marked him
out as chosen by God and led him to live his entire life,
committed to God’s ways. He clearly understood his
mission in life, and his preaching and actions would
become life transforming for all who came to him.

2. Why does man have a desire for God?

God himself, in creating man in his own image, has written
upon his heart the desire to see him. Even if this desire is
often ignored, God never ceases to draw man to himself

because only in God will he find and live the fullness of

John baptised Jesus, but Jesus’ understanding of baptism truth and happiness for which he never stops searching.

became revolutionary. Jesus would take this baptism that ~ By nature and by VOCG_ﬁOY), therefore, man is_ a religious.
John had started and make it an entry point into living a being, capable of entering into communion with God. This

life wholly immersed in God, overflowing with the Spirit, ~ intimate and vital bond with God confers on man his fun-
and abundant in mercy and love. Amen damental dignity

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’'s Word,

THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

Welcome to 2017! | pray that you have had a %ood break in which you have
refreshed yourselves ready for the New Year. This week we begin a new
season in our Maronite Church, the Glorious Epiphany of our Lord. The Feast
of the Epiphany was first celebrated in the Eastern Church in the third century
\\\ and eventually adopted in the Western Church. This feast is also known as the
R \\ Theophany. EI:)|pha_ny is a Greek word which means a “manifestation” or an
\ “apparition”. In Syriac, this word is “Denho”. Theophany means “an
/P Y appearance of God”, Epiphany because on this day we celebrate the

: \\\V appearance or manifestation of Christ amon% us as God’s son and Theophany
¥ I\ because for the first time in the Bible, the Holy Trinity was revealed, Father,

./ Son and Holy Spirit at the Baptism of the Son.

A - ===l ~ | * The Epiphany water is blessed with a Ii%hted charcoal which signifies the fire of
the Spirit who entered the Jordan River at Christ’s Baptism. In our Maronite liturgy, this is the meaning of the_
ritual of immersing the inflamed charcoal in the water. It is like mixing fire and water, the fire represents divinity
and the water represents our life or the material world. Symbolically, when our Lord went into the water to be
baptized by Saint John the Baptist, he sanctified the water, the essential element of life. The water symbolises
the origin of creation and of ever\{_i creature which is in need of sanctification through the Holy Spirit. This water
is then s&mnkled on the congregation by the priest reminding them of their own baptism in which they put on a
robe of Christ and were cleansed from their original sin. The water is also taken home and can be SErmk_Ied or
consumed so that the Holy Spirit may sanctify us and our material world submitting everything to the will of God.
This year we truly re-lived the baptismal rite by the renunciation of Satan and the profession of faith in the
Epiphany rite on the eve of the Epiphany.

Our beloved mothers and fathers also kept the Maronite tradition of the Epiphany pastries, Zlaaby anﬁi Awamet,
u

i
alive in the IEarish. For three days, they worked on preparing these sweets and savory’s. The dough which is
dunked in the oil rePresents Christs’ descent into the Jordan River. May the Divine presence of God be “Deyim,
Deyim” in our lives tforever.

Last weekend | was very fortunate to attend the annual family retreat between Christmas and New Year. Sixteen
families attended the retreat this year and lived the theme “Inflamed with the love of God”. Over the four days,
the families had the oplportumty to be inflamed with the love of God through many spiritual, social and
educational activities. Thank you to all who organised this retreat. Also, last Friday our youth celebrated
Christmas and New Year’s with an outdoor party in the church car park. It was a great night and everyone
enjoyed it. Thank you to our MYO team for organising it.

Finally, | ask you to pra\(‘_for our Bishop and all the clergy this week as we embark on our annual retreat. The

theme for our retreat this year is “The Maronite Spirituality in the Liturgy”. As such there will only be one Mass

celebrated between Monday and Friday at 6pm. .
Father Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

"After me comes he who is mightier than |, the strap of whose sandals | am not

worthy to stoop down and untie." It is very common for us in this day and age to |

associate the virtue of humility with some kind of weakness. As though the one 3
who is humble is more likely than not a push over. In today's Gospel however we \
encounter the virtue of humility through St John the Baptist, a man who no
doubt possessed great courage, enough to have him literally lose his head for
the sake of Truth. The same Truth who he prepared the way for through his
preaching, Truth who we today are called to prepare the way for also. This can
only be done by practising the virtue of humility. Humility does not mean | think
less of myself, humility means | have a realistic view of myself in relation to God,
and in relation to others. Humility means | acknowledge that any goodness
which is attributed to me is due solely to God. This may explain why sometimes
it seems so difficult to bring the message of Christ to those who don't want to
hear it. It may be because of our lack of humility. Rather than preparing the way for Our Lord to work in us and
through us, we tend to focus more of our efforts on preparing ourselves to take the spot light, fooling ourselves
into thinking that it is us who do the work. Let us ask St John the Baptist this week for the virtue of humility, that
we may allow ourselves to be instruments of Christ's peace, love and joy in this world, and together through his
example proclaim, "I must decrease and he must increase."

Matthew Semaan

Teew's Corner i
Faith Formation Corner

From the Executives office. This year the English Faith formation team will bring you
courses which continue to focus on Maronite
A very Happy and Blessed New Year to you and your distinctiveness. Beginning on Monday 6 February 2017 we
families. | pray that you all have had a wonderful will be running a 9 week Lenten course each Monday at
season in celebrating the Glorious Birth of Our Lord 7pm.

Jesis itz The course will begin by exploring the Maronite view of

death in light of the three pre-Lenten commemorations.
The course is designed so that you can learn how to use
the Maronite Liturgy of the Word to better understand the

As Teens discussions is fast approaching, we have
one event before we begin the lessons for this new

VB Gospels. It will be a hands on course to explore each
week’s Lenten topic and is intended to give you the tools
TEENS CAMP 2017! necessary to more closely focus on reading the Gospels of
Survival of the Fittest. the Maronite Liturgical seasons and how to get more out
of the Mass. You should bring a bible (they are available
With less than 2 weeks to go, | couldn't think of a for purchase in the gift shop).
better way to kick start the year. Camp is filled with
Spiritual and fun activities for the teens, and allows For more details, contact Fr Yuhanna Azize at
them to work together in groups. Friendships are yuhanna@maronite.org.au

formed, food is eaten, but more importantly, our

relationship with Christ grows enormously. e Sadas B S S Y

3

This will be our first big event of the year. Looking
forward to witnessing the growth our Teens
experience over the course of the weekend.

God Bless you all and | pray that this coming year is
filled with the Love of Christ in each and every one
of you, so that we too, may spread His love and
Mercy to the world.

9 WEEKS AT OUR LADY OF LEBANON
CATHEDRAL HARRIS PARK

Mary, Mother of our Saviour,
Pray for us.
Al Stephan eretais Chnt s e uharne e R WA

yuhanna@maronite.org.au =



PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

Target 2000 Parishioners Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.

ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

LIE NO; 191273[

& :A g Interested in
& HEFTOW s

s becoming part of the Podiatry Clinic
\

" PLUMBING SOLUTIONSE Sl Community Business ® Foot & Nail Treatment ® Callus / Corns /

N Network Page? Cmmmeas
4 1apetliC Y00 are ssessmen
@ D nﬁ?mqol\lsn?s‘l!lA?( 2. For $500 ONLY you can ® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au 3 ! promote you r ® Orthotics & Custom Innersoles
business for the whole i ol b UGN o g1 1 it iy Tt
month. See your GP for Medicare subsidy
FAMATL S fLy(3
For further details A OlLadas deds e )
Email: 62 5990 dotln A 52> 9 GAE Ty (e JSlies Jou
media@olol.org.au dalddlad QuUIEN SR pSadell Ja2S

or Contact us on ’“ “ \""k % |

(02) 8898 1510




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 8 January: 1* Sunday after Epiphany

11:00am 40 Day Yasmine Youssef Mouawad wife of Bachir
Hanna Dahdah from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Jean Antonios Zaouk from Rachine

Wednesday 11 January:

6:00pm Eveline Saiid Mouawad widow of the late Antonio
Youssef Ishac Mouawad from Ehden-Zgharta (died in
Lebanon)

Saturday 14 January:

6:00pm One Year Marcel Sarkis Baini from Mejdlaya

Sunday 15 January: 2™ Sunday after Epiphany

11:00am 40 Day Sayed Boutros Zakhia Doueihi from
Zgharta-Ehden
5:00pm 40 Day Jamil Chekrallah Al Boustani from Jieh
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

[z ]

REGISTRATIONS for 2017 Holy Communion
NOW OPEN and will close on January 20, 2017
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact the Parish 02 9689 2899

[ AN 2017 | “The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies

Led by Mons Shora and Team
Will resume mid January 2017

Mass Times this Week
9th - 13th January 2017

At 6pm ONLY
DUE TO ANNUAL CLERGY RETREAT

Give an Extra Hour to God

FEB 2017 | Youth Harbour Cruise

Saturday 4th February 2017 at 7.30pm
Pyrmont Warf, Pirrama Road, Pyrmont
60 includes dinner & entertainment
Hawaiian theme
Meeting at the Warf by 6.30pm sharp!
To book contact: Ronni Hanna 0402751371 or Tammy Ters 0404127653

Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy
fortnightly from 10.30am - 11.30am to help our children
participate in the Sunday Liturgy of the Word.
Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

B lasa el Aol (el Jlgs JS 5w Al

Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

No refunds!
[ FEB 2017 | Parish Family Picnic
Sunday 5th February 2017
From 1lam

At Campbell Hill Road Picnic Area, Guildford
Free Entry & Sausage Sizzle
Drinks sold on the day | fun children’s activities for all ages
RSVP required for catering purposes
To book: SMS Tony on 0420 295 014

|_FeB 2017 |

EFF Maronite Lenten Course
9 Week Course held at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
Community Youth & Pastoral Centre
Monday nights at 7pm
Begins 6th February 2017
For details contact: Fr Yuhanna Azize
yuhanna@maronite.org.au

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
eyl b ol s bl
call gl cpallsl) Sal lias) dngs el Ceand JS

Children’s Events

ATAIYALS Gl Jhalyl S e EAM Y AL B e ey Jlaty)

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Adult Events

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am - 10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

The Carers meeting will take place on TBA at 10:30am
on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

N3 &A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Michel Anjoul EB) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son

q ¢, Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Sobhi & saidie Bazouni and their children (C) Maurice Rizkallah Coorey (D) (I:;) Elichaa & Samiha and their son
¥ Malkoun, Azar Estephan (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri and his faithful departed (G) Colleen Madeline Gearge, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael,
Helen Geoage Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr
Jim Haddad Elias & Salimeh Hessen and their chjldren, Tannous & Chmouni Hassan, Youssef & Hanneh Hassan and their children & grand-
children (I) Tansa & Thouraya Ishac and thejr children & grandchildren (J) Youssef & Ghanagj Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam (LI) Boulous

7/ Lawlach (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun
and his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, _A_nthon\ﬁl\/_larmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) (O) ‘RP) Peace in the word & in our
hearts & our houses & in our families (Q) (R} Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Efaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Ray-
4 mond & Etour Romanos and their son Josegh, Chmouni & Raymond Rizk (S) Souls in qugatoral, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud
Y7/ ?\?)d(ezls, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Jamila Sahyoun, Mourched & Madina and their daughter Zena Semaan (T) (U) (V) (W)
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