THE LIGHT THE DARKNESS COULD NOT OVERCOME

SUNDAY 1 JANUARY 2016

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. You heard me say to
you, ‘l am going away, and | am coming to
you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice
that | am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. And now | have told
you this before it occurs, so that when it
does occur, you may believe. | will no longer
talk much with you, for the ruler of this
world is coming. He has no power over

me; but | do as the Father has commanded
me, so that the world may know that | love

the Father. Rise, let us be on our way.

Jn 14:27-31

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Lord Jesus, )
You make all things new, You bring
alive in our hearts
_and cause our Spirits to be
again. Thank you for this new year, for all
the potential it holds.
Come and /] in us the power of your
Spirit, so that in our time, many will see and
) know your’ )
and live forever to praise Your glorious
name and that Qf_¥our Father and your
Living Holy Spw , NOW and forever.
men!
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BACE THE EPISTLE

Next Sunday’s Readings
1st Sunday after the
Epiphany
2Cor 10:1-11
Jn 1:29-34

May younr
troubles be

less

and youur
lb>lhe;ssii1mgs be
more
and nnay
1nuo>1t]h1[i1nug bt
the love of
God come
thorougrh
youur doors.

][-][appy New
Year 2017

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

So then, remember that at one time you
Gentiles by birth, called “the
uncircumcision” by those who are called
“the circumcision” — a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands— remember that you were at that
time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he
has made both groups into one and has
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the
hostility between us. He has abolished the
law with its commandments and
ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the
two, thus making peace, and might
reconcile both groups to God in one body
through the cross, thus putting to death
that hostility through it. So he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far off
and peace to those who were near; for
through him both of us have access in
one Spirit to the Father. So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. In him the whole structure is
joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are
built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God.

Eph 2:11-22

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Friday 6 January from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.

Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the words The Catechismy
LK 2:41-52 JESUS IN THE TEMPLE AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION..

This Sunday’s Gospel is the only account we have of
Jesus’ boyhood, and he is depicted from an early age For what do we pray when we say "and lead us not into

as one immersed in religion. temptation"? When we say "and lead us not into tempta-
tion," we pray that God will always give us the grace to

At twelve years of age Jesus had celebrated the overcome the temptations to sin which come to us from

Jewish feast of Passover in Jerusalem. He then takes the world, the flesh, and the devil.

the initiative to seek out the teachers in the Temple

and spend time with them. Because thou wast acceptable to God, it was necessary

that temptation should prove thee. (Tobias 12:13)
He is curious, inquisitive bold and determined. Jesus’

priority is not to mother and father, who are For what do we pray when we say "but deliver us from
unaware of his whereabouts, but to the deeper evil"? When we say "but deliver us from evil," we pray
knowledge of God’s ways. that God will always protect us from harm, and especially

from harm to our souls.
Yet despite a picture painted of a young Jesus being
very different from other boys his age, he still grew | do not pray that thou take them out of the world, but

up in an ordinary family. His parents frantically that thou keep them from evil. (John 17:15)
search for him and his mum rebukes him. Like other

children, Jesus also had parents who didn’t always
understand the child’s point of view. Tensions,
conflicts and misunderstandings arise in everyday
life but they serve to make one aware that pursuit of
any interest must always take into account the
impact on others.

Jesus returns to Nazareth and family life. This
interest in deepening the relationship with God does
not wane, but Jesus expresses this passion through
his home life, being ‘obedient’ and increasing ‘in
wisdom’ and in ‘favour’ with humans and God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word,
“PEACE | LEAVE WITH YOU, MY PEACE | GIVE TO YOU”

As we welcome this new year of 2017 we firstly give thanks to God for all the blessings and challenges we
experienced together as a Parish family. In our Gospel reading for today we hear Jesus tell his disciples (and us
also) “Peace | leave with you, my peace | give to you” and when reflecting on these words we can’t help but think
about our undeniable need for the Peace of Jesus. In 2016 alone, the world witnessed dozens of terrorist attacks
in different parts of the world including some in our beloved country Lebanon. Along with these acts of violence,
we witnessed the unrest of many caused by a variety of issues. Even in our own homes and in the depths of our
own hearts, many of us struggle to find the peace that Christ gives to us. So how can we find this peace? The
answer for us as Maronite Catholics is simple; we find the Peace of Christ and receive it in the most complete
way in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy (the Mass). In our liturgy, we hear four times “Peace be with you”,
our Rite of Peace involves the peace of Christ coming from his holy Altar and passed to the people present and
after receiving the Prince of Peace in Communion, we are commissioned to “Go in Peace”. We are called in the
highest form of our prayer to receive the peace of Christ and share this peace with all who encounter us. | pray
that this may be our goal and our prayer as the people of God in Sydney, Australia in 2017, to be Icons of the
Peace of Christ for all people.

Continuing on from our Christmas celebration and as we journey through the Season of the Birth of our Lord, we
come to our next great feast, the Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord on the 6th of January. We will be celebrating
the feast with a Vigil Mass (including the Rite of blessings of the water and baptismal promise renewal) on

m \ P Thursday 5th of January at 10pm. The Mass times on Friday will be 7am,
.‘ ir

8:45am and 6pm. Again | would like to extend a thank you to all the great
i\ people who helped with our various spiritual and social events of 2016 and |
: pray that the Prince of Peace, Jesus our Lord bless you and your loved ones
with a happy, prosperous and holy 2017.

- Happy New Year!
Father Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week
FINDING JESUS IN THE TEMPLE

In today’s gospel we hear that Mary and Joseph lost Jesus for three days. When they found him, he was speaking
with the scribes and the teachers and questioning them.
Here are some things to note about the importance of this gospel.

1- Mary and Joseph were Jewish, so when they went with Jesus to the temple, they were celebrating the feast of
the Passover. This is a great feast when the Jewish people remember their deliverance from slavery in Egypt. The
book of Exodus tells us that God instructed Moses to ask the ﬁharaoh to let the Israelites be freed from slavery in
Egypt. When Pharaoh refused ten plagues were inflicted on the Egyptians, the last plague was the death of every
firstborn. The Israelites were instructed to mark their doors of their homes with the blood of a slaughtered lamb
so that the spirit of the Lord would know to ‘pass over’ the household and spare their firstborn. It is interesting
that Jesus makes his first public appearance during this feast, as he is now the new lamb that comes to be
sacrificed for the people.

.. 2-We learn that Jesus was only twelve years old, however he seemed to know his mission.
This is also reflected in today’s hymn;

In the temple, still yet a boy, to his mother Jesus said:

“From on high does my Father call and | ought to be with him.

Something tells me in my heart to proclaim good news to all.

For my Father's house | burn with a living flame in me.

This is God my Father's will.”

Christ Our Lord, in Jerusalem.

Jesus is found in the one place that we should all be looking for him in, His father’s house
and fulfilling His father’s work.

3- It is no coincidence that Jesus is lost for three days. Mary and Joseph were suffering in
anxiousness during these three days without Jesus. They had lost him and searched for him
in many places. Jesus was teaching them of His death and resurrection, and allowing them
to see that He will be lost to us all for three days after his death, and after three days he
will rise and be found.

Christina Maksisi

by Corner
Ferien Corner

As we start a New Year, it’s hard to avoid discussions i ; g
about New Year’s resolutions. The ancient Babylonians Th.|s UERT RSB .AI e lise grown as a committee el
were the first people to make such resolutions, some its Leaders, Children and Families. We Pray, that we

4,000 years ago. Their resolutions were about making continue to do this through the intercession of Mother

promises to their Gods. Today, resolutions mostly focus ‘ot i
on seIf—lr_nﬁrovement with the top 3 most recently being Mary under the Patronage of Jesus Christ in the New
‘lose weight’, ‘get organised’ and ‘spend less and save Year.

more’.

Christmas Party

On this special day of the year, each of us has a great
opportunity to make a promise to God, while also
focusing on self-improvement, through just one
resolution. That resolution is ‘Spend More Time with
Family’.

As Pope Francis’ has stated, ‘The most beautjrul thing
that God made, the bible says, was the family’.
Therefore, you honour God for his beautiful gift to us
whenever you spend quality time with your tamily.
However, each year we find the demands on our time
ever increasing and time with our families suffering. We
often rush around trying to do what is the best for our
families, not realising we miss out on the benefits of
spending time with them including: strengthening the
family and spiritual bonds, improving your )
children’s academic performance and helping your kids
develop healthy parenting skills. )

This year, the Parish Family Committee are dedicated to
continuing to offer opportunities for Family’s to spend
quality time together; whether it’s a social

activity like the upcoming Family Picnic or religious days
like the recent Family Spiritual
Day out.

Make these events part of
your family activities this year
. WP and we look forward to you
W SR VosT sEAUTIFUL THING being one of those that are .
i REIVCERETEIN successful with keeping their Have a Safe and Merry Christmas
gv RS IAMl New Year’s resolutions.

V & Ar Tony Harb

r _
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PARISH CAMERA

Christmas Masses
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MARON]TECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED

S Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.

ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108
COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

Podiatry Clinic

® Foot & Nail Treatment ® Callus / Corns / v Experienced, qualified instructors
v' Learn self defence, gain confidence

ik
INDUSTRIAL | COMIMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL Ingrown Toe Nails ¥ Earn your Black Batt, be & chemplont.a 4

] PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING l"’"’ ’f . .
© D 40 4 6 3 ,I D ‘I 9 ® Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment e —— ..‘

RAYVIOND ISHAK | ® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs Pl OF 15 6635 O66

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au A
® Orthotics & Custom Innersoles www.‘#acebook.com/fmataekwondo

' el Salee @_,.l\hﬂ,w.ll,gﬂys!.u.ﬂ plaatiy (neddtl dylic
See your GP for Medicare subsidy
3l aSuds 13 . 5
ﬁ;_,_w s ::z~ Interested in becoming
I “'MEL@' E'JS&JQ part of the Community
i s o Business Network Page?
?umssmbmemousv ALY A S Sl LTS g

TO LOVED ONES
/ Find your nearest location or send Al :
online at westernunion.com.au . L
Customer Ser 1800 501 500
— e AW | L sy For $500 ONLY you can

moving money for better

v High energy Taekwondo classes




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Eoua) il 38

Sunday 1 January 2017: New Year’s Day - World Day of
Peace — Finding Our Lord in the Temple

8:00am (Arabic), 9:30am (English), 11:00am (Arabic/English),
5:00pm (Arabic/English) & 7:00pm (English)

St Patrick, Guildford
6:00pm Mass in English

Wednesday 4 January:

5:30pm Cheikh Hanna Mikhael Al Khazen from Kesrwan
(died in Lebanon)

Thursday 5 January: Eve of the Epiphany

10:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water
Friday 6 January: Epiphany of the Lord

7:00am Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water

8:45am Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
6:00pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
Saturday 7 January:

6:00pm40 Day Najibeh Nehmtallah Tannous Khoury lbrahim
wife of Gerges Nehme Stanton from Kfarsghab

Sunday 8 January: 1* Sunday after Epiphany

11:00am 40 Day Yasmine Youssef Mouawad wife of Bachir
Hanna Dahdah from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Jean Antonios Zaouk from Rachine

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Led by Mons Shora and Team
Will resume mid January 2017

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

FEB 2017 Parish Family Picnic

Sunday 5th February 2017
From 11am
At Campbell Hill Road Picnic Area, Guildford
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Give an Extra Hour to God
Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy
fortnightly from 10.30am - 11.30am to help our children
participate in the Sunday Liturgy of the Word.
Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

Free Entry & Sausage Sizzle
Drinks sold on the day | fun children’s activities for all ages
RSVP required for catering purposes

To book: SMS Tony on 0420 295 014

B lse el Aol (urad lgs JS d5aw Al
Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

Youth & Teens Events

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689 2899
Lol b oudl s cillilis
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Adult Events

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am - 10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

The Carers meeting will take place on TBA at 10:30am
on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
o (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Michel Anjoul (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their
e o, son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Sobh| & saidie Bazouni and their children (C) Maurice Rizkallah Coorey (D) (E) Elichaa & Samiha and
)} %) their son Malkoun Azar Estephan (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri and his faithful departed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El

Al )2 Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha

; Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Elias & Salimeh Hessen and their children, Tannous & Chmouni Hassan, Youssef & Hanneh Hassan and their

f children & grandchildren (I) Tansa & Thouraya Ishac and their children & grandchildren (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios

‘ Karam (L) Boulous Lawlach (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic

¥/ Merhi, Youssef Maroun and his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) (O) (P)

\\ & Peace in the word & in our hearts & our houses & in our families (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine

4 Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Chmouni & Raymond Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros

R /) Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Jamila Sahyoun, Mourched & Madina and their
daughter Zena Semaan (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)



https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/ar/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20161208_messaggio-l-giornata-mondiale-pace-2017.html#_ftn1
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