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SUNDAY 18 DEcCEMBER 2016 WWW.OLOL.ORG.AU

THE GOSPEL GENEALOSY THE EPISTLE

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Brothers and sisters,
Messiah, the son of David, the son of Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which

Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father he ; ;
! ’ promised beforehand through his prophets
of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father in the holy Scriptures, the gospel concerning

of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the his Son, who was descended from David

father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of according to the flesh and was declared to be

Aram, and Aram the father of 'Aminadab, and : . .
'Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon Son of God with power according to the spirit
of holiness by resurrection from the dead,

the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of
Bo'az by Rahab, and Bo'az the father of 'Obed Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about

by Ruth, and 'Obed the father of Jesse, and

Jesse the father of King David. the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, including yourselves

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all

God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be

saints: Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

And David was the father of Solomon by the
wife of Uriah,and Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and
Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the . .
father o?‘Uzziah, and 'Uzziah the father of Gnraunit nnLes First, | thank my God throggh.Jesus Chmt for
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and O Lord my all of you, because your faith is proclaimed
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the " D throughout the world. For God, whom | serve
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father (@166 N1 1 111 Ls 8 with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his
of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and to know you, Son, is my witness that without ceasing |
Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, 4 remember you always in my prayers, asking
at the time of the deportation to Babylon. and heart to [y by God’s will | may somehow at last

Next Sunday’s Readings
Birth of Our Lord
(Christmas Day)

Heb 1: 1-12
Lk 2: 1-20

And after the deportation to Babylon: seek you, succeed in coming to you. For | am longing to
Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and wisdom to see you so that I may share with you some
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and . spiritual gift to strengthen you — or rather so
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the fund Your that we may be mutually encouraged by each
father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of conduct other’s faith, both yours and mine.

'Azor, and 'Azor the father of Zadok, and Rom 1: 1-12

Zadok the father of Akhim, and Akhim the ]P)lhetalS[L]nl‘\ r Lo

father of Eliud, andEliud the father of Ele'azar, your, faithful PRAYER OF THE WEEK

and Ele'azar the father of Matthan, and

Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the PBI’SQVQI'&IICG Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom i} \\KVGL[LIUUHU%F j(o)s all creation in your Birth which has
Jesulsl v:]as born, who |sfcalled:hehMess|ah. . your, and a delivered to us the promised Redeemer.
So all the generations from Abraham to Davi s May we be by The Word of God,
are fourteen generations; and from David to the hOPe of flt‘]nl‘alluly inspired by the lives of the apostles
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; embracu] d by the faith. h !
and from the deportation to Babylon to the vOuL. AJmen an y € faith, . ope,
Messiah, fourteen generations. ) s . and love you have inflamed within us.
ULRRERYE St Thomas Aquinas Amen!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.

Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechismy
GENEALOGY THY KINGDOM COME?

This is our final Sunday before Christmas. Our Gospel For what do we pray when we say "Thy kingdom come"?
passage, taken from Matthew’s opening chapter is a When we say "Thy kingdom come," we pray that the

lengthy list of names that traces the genealogy of Jesus. kingdom of God's grace may be spread throughout the
This passage does not make for exhilarating reading! In ~ world, that all men may come to know and to enter the
fact it is quite dull and repetitive, unless you know the true Church and to live as worthy members of it,
stories behind each of the names. Very much like and that, finally, we all may be admitted
everything else in life, we need to peel back the layers, to the kingdom of God's glory.

peer under the covers, and probe deep down, if we really ]
want to get to the truth. On the surface, things can You therefore be perfect, even as your heavenly Father is
appear normal, but if we are curious enough we will find perfect. (Matthew 5:48)

something more. And so it is with the Gospel Reading ]

today. ‘ ’ -
The Genealogy has names we can rattle off but behind AF =

every name there is a story to be told. So let’s stop and

probe into the final name — Jesus.

For many today who hear the name Jesus in secular m

Australia, it may mean absolutely nothing. Growing up in -

a non-religious family they would know little of the .

person behind the name. Whereas for Christians who {

hear or utter the name Jesus, it is laden with a great deal

of images and emotions. A name comes to mean much ‘ A

more to us when we take the time to come to know the : - |

love, then we are responsible for ensuring that the mj

person behind the name is truly known and recognised. _ .

We must give a face to the name Jes;us and be the one to For what do we pray when we say

g?izsour;thls image to those who can’t imagine the person "Thy will be lclione on earth as it is in heavc'an_"?'
When we say "Thy will be done on earth as it is in

So as we approach Christmas and celebrate the birth of heaven," we pray that all men may obey God on earth as

person behind the name. In the case of Jesus, if we
identify him as God’s Son who showed unconditional

Jesus, we are called to not just say a name, but to reveal a1 : Lo

to others the person behind the name, who is the reason willingly as the saints and angels obey Him in heaven.

for our Christmas celebrations. Amen Father, if thou art willing, remove this cup from me; yet
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF not my will but thine be done. (Luke 22:41

The Servant’s Word,
GENEALOGY SUNDAY

Have you ever seen the TV advertisement for Ancestry.com.au? It is an organisation that helps you discover your
family history and ancestry. The cost of membership, which you must pay in order to discover who you are, starts at
$29.99 for just one month or $249.99 for one year. This Sunday our Gospel reading is of the Genealogy of Jesus.

The list is very comprehensive and some of the names in this Gospel are particularly difficult to pronounce and some
of us may also find this Gospel somewhat boring or irrelevant. But it should not be so.

Our family lineage is of great importance because it shows us that we belong and the greatest desire of any human is
to belong to something, to someone. Furthermore, knowing of our family lineage helps us to know that we come
from somewhere, that we do not exist from nothing. However, some of our family members may not be people who
we are proud of or their name may cause us embarrassment but we are not alone.

If you go through the list of the ancestors of Jesus, you will be surprised to know that not all of them were saints, even
in the family tree of Christ we find sinners. But is Jesus to blame for this? No, most definitely not. But here lies a
lesson for us to learn from: even in the darkness, the light will always shine. Jesus, who is the light restores hope and
salvation to a long line of people who were living in ‘darkness’ waiting for their saviour to come.

Perhaps, we too, should look back on our ancestors and offer up thanks and appreciation to God who is the source of
all life. For those in our families who are not so saintly, ask God to forgive them and for those who are on the path
of righteousness, offer up praise to the Lord for their example and ask to send more like them.

This week, we began our Christmas Novena and will continue to be celebrated in preparation for Christmas and arrival
of the Child of the Manger. The Christmas Novena will be prayed every day in Arabic and English, please check the
f)rogram for the times. As part of the Novena, it is also part of our Maronite Tradition to abstain from something we
ike on the nine days leading to Christmas. | encourage all to consider this.

Our Carols by Candlelight were held on Friday night. Despite the poor weather conditions, Parishioners still came
along to celebrate with us. | would like to thank all Committee members and volunteers who made the evening
possible. And a special thanks to Ghadi, Lara and the different choirs who made it a pleasing evening. May God
Reward you for all your efforts.

Last Saturday night, the Family of the Divine Word celebrated their annual Christmas function. After another
successful year discussing the Wor of God, the Family of the Divine Word will take a well-deserved break and re-
sume its Bible discussions on the 30" January 2017.

Heaven on Earth also celebrated their Christmas Mass and Christmas family picnic today. We thank God for their
works of charity throughout the year. May the Lord always bless your work.
As we enter our last week before Christmas let us take this time to prepare our hearts to receive Emmanuel, the light
the darkness could not overcome.

Father Tony Sarkis


https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLwtOYufLQAhXLipQKHepGB_QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.toughquestionsanswered.org%2F2015%2F12%2F28%2Fwill-we-have-desires-in-heaven%2F&bvm=bv.141320020,d.dGo&ps

Article of the Week

GENEALOGY OF JESUS

This Sunday’s Gospel is probably the most dreaded Gospel of all to listen to, let alone
read. Growing up, | used to always complain to my parents asking them why | had to
endure listening to it.

< Dad always told me that knowing our family ancestry and family history is an important
thing because it shows us that we belong to a group of people, that we come from
something and that we are connected to a group, to a land and that have a story.

| This is the same with the ancestors of Christ. Once | began to study some biblical
history as part of my seminary studies, my attitude towards this Gospel passage was
changed. | became more interested in it and understanding the significance of the
characters mentioned. Some of these characters are very interesting, while others are
very colourful. Some are saints, whilst others are sinners but this is beside the point.
Although it is important to know who is who and how they are all connected to Christ,
what is most important to understand and take from this passage is that this Gospel is a long list of people who
believed in the promise of God that a Saviour would come from the line of David and free us from our slavery to
sin and make us adopted children of God through Baptism.

Rather than understanding it only as a long list of names being read, | began to see it as individual people who
trusted in God and believed in a promise that was made to them and each person entrusting that promise to his
heir. This Gospel became a living proof that the promises of God are never broken and that God’s Will always
prevails over our own. It became a Gospel of hope and salvation that even in the darkness, there is always light
and the darkness will never overcome it.

So this Sunday, when you hear or re-read the Gospel of the Genealogy of Jesus, try to take another look at it and
see it from a different point of view. Perhaps | have even inspired you to study some of the characters in this passage.

| wish you all a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. May the Infant of the
Manger bring you and your beautiful families peace and joy.

Seminarian Dory Zaouk

Come Alive Corner .
ST MARYS CATHEDRAL ROAD TRIP! Senior’s Corner

On the 8th December the COME ALIVE family went  The Senior's Committee together with our spiritual leader

to visit the opening night of the St. Mary’s Cathedral Father Bernard wish everyone a happy and blessed
Christmas Lights. Archbishop Anthony Fisher spoke Christmas and best wishes for the New Year!
about the need for JOY this Christmas and so the After gathering for our annual Christmas party, our
theme of the light show was JOY. precious Fathers and mothers enjoyed Mass, lunch and

entertainment with Santa Claus, our Senior's members
entertained them with Chrismas hymns and songs with
Our musicians David Youssef and Francois Aazar, and had
the pleasure of listening to the beautiful voice of
Mrs Myriam Dib Nasr.

\

God bless the Senior's Committee it has been a wonderful
and rewarding year well spent.
, AR On behalf of Father Bernard and the Committee we wish
/. e - A et everyone a happy and blessed Christmas and God's Grace

in the new year.

The teenagers were able to wonder around the area
to see a life size nativity set, enjoy ice cream and of |
course see Santa!

This was the final session of COME ALIVE for 2016.
A year filled with many blessings and God willing
next year will be bigger and better!

A special thank you to our new chaplain
Sub Deacon Danny Nouh who has guided

and helped us with our mission!
i S Tony Mattar o




PARISH CAMERA
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Cherry Picking Trip
Last Saturday

RONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGE

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.

Target 2000 Parishioners

ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

t Al Interested in Stand Cory
HEF,L w b becoming part of the Podiatry Clinic
" PLUMBING SOLUTIONSE % :5/«} Commun |ty Business ® Foot & Nail Treatment ® Callus / Corns /
y ::I‘NDUBTFIIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDEI\ITIA!.EI’“ 3 N W r k P ? Illgl'OW]l Toe Nails
\,éuaaz%nzlné? fIABST:ImS‘ / ] € t ° a g € ® Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment
RAYMOND ISHAK 7 For $500 ONLY you can ® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au 3 \a g:. . promote you r ® Orthotics & Custom Innersolos
business for the whole i 53ige B SHB s g1 3o 41 plty ity atic
month. See your GP for Medicare subsidy
oz BT @Sado 193
/f For further details ASI | Ol deds e )
«%“ Email: 42 (901 g Al Auid > g 1D A liay (el JSLlia S
\\ 's's%"'“gb%?““éssv media@olol.org.au el @1 UG el S
u"u P or Contact us on L ¢ L AN

(02) 8898 1510




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 18 December: Genealogy of Jesus

11:00am 40 Day Odette Mkhael Maroun Boutros wife of
Boutros Geryes Elias Farah from Karm El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Karma Roumanos Salim Frangieh wife of
Youssef Nakhle Yammine from Zgharta

St Patrick’s Guildford

6:00pm 1 Year Youssef Taleb Nasr from Mazraat El Nahr

Monday 19 December
5:50pm 40 Day Emile Moussa Daher from Toula

Tuesday 20 December
5:50pm Raymond Habib Hanna Nehme from Kfarsghab
(died in America)

Wednesday 21 December
7:00pm 40 Day Fariba Ghazi wife of George Baynie from Bane

Friday 23 December
5:50pm 40 Day Sayed Nakhle Yammine from Zgharta

Saturday 24 December: Christmas Eve

6:00pm Kids Mass with Santa in English

11:00pm Midnight Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Sunday 25 December: Christmas Day
8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English
5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English
7:00pm Mass in English

St Patrick’s Guildford

6:00pm Mass in English

Monday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
8:00am Mass in Arabic

10:00am Mass in English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Led by Mons Shora and Team
Will resume mid January 2017
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Teen’s Car Wash Day
Sun 18 December 2016 from 8am-12:30pm in OLOL Lower Carpark

B lse Adalil) Aol (el lgs JS dsamw Al
Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

DEC 2016 |

Youth Outdoor Christmas & New Years ‘White’ Party
Fri 30 December 2016 at 7pm | Location: OLOL Carpark (facing the CYPC)
Cost: S30pp incl. dinner, dessert & entertainment. No prior bookings required.
For more info contact Jamal on 0451486166 or Joanna on 0447442940

_Youth & TeensEvents

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
el (b ) S il

Children’s Events

4%A4YAq m)xw\mu\}\ EAMA LY AL ea)x\_;cmb@uduam

Arabic Classe

s: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Ad

ra: Sat 1pm -3pm ca? | Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115

Adult Events

Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

3 (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros,
Bazouni Family (C) (D) (E) (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri and his faithful departed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George,
Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad (I) (J) (K) Karam
I/ Antonios Karam (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun and
his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, Elias Mansour & Family, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan,
Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Eid Semaan and his wife Sobhieh Bazouni, Semaan Family
(T) Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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