The Good News

REVELATION TO JOSEPH & FEAST
OF ST NEMETALLAH HARDINI

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took
place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before
they lived together, she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly.

But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for
the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took
Mary as his wife, but had no marital
relations with her and she had borne a son;
and he named him Jesus.

Mt 1: 18-25

Your Word is a unto our path,
which leads us away from the darkness.
May our lives become a living gospel -

a witness to the
that Christ brought into the world
on the day of His Birth.
Like
may we fearlessly trust
in the Word of the Lord.
Amen!

£. X our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Next Sunday’s Readings
Genealogy
of Jesus
Rom 1:1-12
Mt 1:1-17
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Brothers and sisters,

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner
for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles -for surely you have already
heard of the commission of God’s grace
that was given me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you
to perceive my understanding of the
mystery of Christ. In former generations
this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body,
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

Of this gospel | have become a servant
according to the gift of God’s grace that
was given me by the working of his power.
Although | am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given to me to bring
to the Gentiles the news of the boundless
riches of Christ, and to make everyone see
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things; so that
through the church the wisdom of God in
its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was in accordance
with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in
whom we have access to God in boldness
and confidence through faith in him. |
Eray therefore that you may not lose
eart over my sufferings for you; they are

your glory.
Eph 3: 1-13

Saint
Nemetallah
Hardini
Pray for Us!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechismy
REVELATION TO JOSEPH 'WHY IS THE “OUR FATHER” THE BEST PRAYER?

This Sunday’s Gospel passage is the Revelation to
Joseph, as we continue to recall the events leading

Why is the Our Father the best of all prayers?
The Our Father is the best of all prayers because

up to Christmas. This is a short version of the birth

; > ; it is the Lord's Prayer, taught us by Jesus Christ Himself,
narrative compared to Luke’s version.

and because it is a prayer of perfect and unselfish love.
See Matthew 6:9-13 for the Lord's Prayer.
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Both Matthew and Luke recount the birth of Jesus
whereas the Gospels of Mark and John commence
the story of Jesus as an adult. In reading today’s
Gospel account, it is a low key event. Joseph takes
Mary as his wife and she in time bears a son, Jesus.
However one constancy between Matthew and
Luke’s account of the birth, is that there is emphasis
on the fact that Mary conceived ‘from the Holy
Spirit’ (Mt 1:20). Both evangelists make the point
that Mary was an honourable young woman whom
God had chosen to bear a son through the Holy
Spirit. She had accepted God’s will but Joseph now
also had to be open to God’s plans —and he was.

God’s will is not a personal matter only, but invites
one into a bigger picture, and it requires each and
every person to respond. It is knowing that ‘God is
with us’ (Mt 1:23).

So Joseph and Mary embark on the journey of
parenthood and family life. They do so together and
willingly. The prospect of having a child draws out
the best in people and the idea of bearing life and

Why is the Our Father a prayer of
perfect and unselfish love?
The Our Father is a prayer of perfect and unselfish love

accepting responsibility for a child is a blessing that because in saying it we offer ourselves entirely to God and
invites adults to become better people, moved with
compassion and love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

ask from Him the best things, not only for ourselves but
also for our neighbour.

The Servant’s Word,
“EMMAUEL, THE LIGHT THE DARKNESS COULD NOT OVERCOME!”

“Emmauel, The Light the darkness could not overcome!” is the Parish theme chosen for the Season of
the Glorious Birth of our Lord. Meditating and reflecting upon this theme and the Sunday Gospels
throughout the Season, we will realise that this theme is perfectly chosen and truly befitting.

On the first Sunday, an aged and barren couple, whom in the eyes of the community were seen as
sinners because they could not have children, are told that they will have a son. The darkness would
not overcome their light. On the second Sunday, the Light is made flesh through the “yes” of a Virgin.
Light and hope is being through the cooperation of Mary with the Will of the Father. Mary’s visit to

Elizabeth is the third Sunday in the Season of the Glorious Birth. Mary, carrying the Light of the World Q

in her womb goes to visit and serve her cousin. The birth of John the Baptist of the fourth Sunday is

proof that God is merciful to those who seek it, this mercy is Light for all those who are in darkness. On the fifth Sunday, we
see Righteous Joseph caught in a bit of a dilemma. He experiences some darkness about what to do with his pregnant
fiancé. The angel appears and sheds Light on his problem. Genealogy Sunday is the final Sunday before the Birth of Christ.
A quick glance at Christs’ ancestors reveals both Saints and Sinners. Regardless of family history or how dark some of the
relatives may be, light overcomes it.

All the above Gospels lead us to the birth of Emmanuel. The birth of Christ is the birth of Light. It is the birth of a new hope
and the birth of the salvation of the world. It is the birth of a Saviour whose life was to show the love of the Father to all
humankind. It is the Birth of Emmanuel; the Light the darkness could not overcome.

My dearest Parishioners, in our world darkened by pleasures of the flesh, we are in desperate need of the Light. As
baptised children of God, it is our duty and responsibility to help spread this Light throughout the world. We are called to
be witnesses to the Light of the World and to ensure that the darkness does not overcome it.

| would like to thank the men and women who helped light up our Church grounds with Christmas lights and to those who
put together the Christmas tree and Nativity Scene in the CPYC and in the Church. This week, the Seniors’ Committee
celebrated a Christmas Mass and Christmas party for our senior citizens. On Thursday night, the Sodality celebrated the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception with renewal of vows followed by a Cocktail. The Come Alive Road Trip to St Mary’s
Cathedral for the opening of the Christmas lights display was also a great success. Thanks to those who organised this
event. Our Fersen children also celebrated Christmas as a family with their annual Christmas party.

Brothers and sisters, our Maronite Christmas Novena begins on the Thursday 15% December, please check our Facebook for
more information. Finally, our annual Carols by Candlelight will be held on the 16™ December.
Father Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week

WHICH JOSEPH? THE LITURGY AS TYPOLOGY.

This week is the ‘Revelation to Joseph’. We hear that Joseph is considering
what to do about his ‘situation’. He is engaged to Mary and she is pregnant and
not from him. We hear in the in the entrance hymn:

Joseph thought within his heart to dismiss her quietly, but in sleep an angel
.| came and spoke in a dream to him:

' “Be not afraid, Joseph, David’s son. Truly this child that she bears is the One
¥ who made the world.” The Lord, God of all, dwells in the pure Virgin’s womb.
He took flesh, becoming man, of his own will, to redeem the human race.

So often our liturgy uses typology. Usually that typology draws on the Old
= Testament and reveals something from the past for us in the present.

This week we hear the cantor announcing the Gospel with this verse:
“He made him overseer of his house, and put him in charge of all he had.” (Gen 39:4)
Everything is placed in the liturgy with purpose. The reference is to another Joseph from Genesis in the Old Testament.

Both Joseph son of Jacob and Joseph of Nazareth have dreams in which angels come to them. Both Josephs’ are
made overseers of households. Joseph son of Jacob is made overseer of the household of his Egyptian master and
Joseph of Nazareth is made overseer of the household of God, that is, Mary and the baby Jesus within her womb.

The typology does not end there. In Genesis we learn that Joseph was rejected by his jealous brothers and sold as
a slave. Joseph was taken to Egypt where he became successful and was promoted in the Court of Egypt. He
ultimately saved his brothers who came to him desperate and hungry (read Genesis 37, 39-40 and 50).
(On another typological level, Joseph son of Jacob is a type of Christ, sent to save his brothers.)

Joseph of Nazareth also saves his family. When Jesus and Mary’s lives are threatened by Herod, Joseph takes his
family and flees, also to Egypt.

So what is the purpose of the typology? We are all dreamers. As the liturgy at the Prayer of Forgiveness reminds
the divine revelation is also ours. The divine revelation that Joseph received dispelled his fear and the divine
revelation we receive as believers dispels our own fears and fills us with joy.

Theresa Simon

Teenw's Corner YoutivCorner
MERRY CHRISTMAS... ANNUAL HUNTER VALLEY WINE TASTING TRIP

Christmas is the most holy event visited each year by Last month we had our
all Christians around the world. Christmas is annual Hunter Valley

celebrating the most Holy birth history has ever Wine Tasting Trip. Over

seen. Being conceived by the Holy Spirit into the 60 youth joined us on a
womb of Mary our Mother, we stand proud and say day that consisted of
yes that Jesus came into the world on this special Visits to two wineries

A et (st be fewiiu] il Breeuii] e and lunch at the Hunter
ay rist's bir |rsnjgr\]/1ct:r;§||r:ce ul, beautiful an Valley Gardens, The

youth had their
opportunity to taste
some locally made wine

There is a deeper meaning behind this extraordinary
occasion Christians wait each year for. It is the

meaning of joy, courage, strength and faith towards had some time out in
the birth of Christ, and also love for our neighbour. the gardens to have a BBQ lunch and mingle with each
Christmas is the way of being humble and giving other. We were fortunately joined by our Youth Chaplain
towards everyone in the world as well as towards ~ Fr Raphael Abboud who also helped us make the salads for
our Almighty Father. lunch as well as the BBQ. A once year event that was

thoroughly enjoyed by all.

In addition, last Tuesday, we also had our final Youth
General Meeting for 2016. Prior to the meeting we marked
Christ fed us! the St Nicholas feast day by exchanging Kris Kringle gifts

. : for a secret fellow youth member that we have been
, Christ helped us! - praying for and getting to know throughout 2016. It was
Christ was here and is still here today in the Holy  fascinating to see the reaction when some youth members
Eucharist! found out who their KK partner was and the creativeness
But more importantly, Christ loves us! that went into some of the presents. We also marked the
Oh how wonderful it is, the feeling it gives to Final General Meeting for 2016 with a BBQ afterwards

everyone. How joyful and memorable. It is a time to where all were invited to join and socialise.
celebrate when with family and relatives. We love On behalf of the OLOL YOUTH, we would like to wish you
God and that's why we are alive. all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year. May
your hearts be lifted in praise this Christmas for the
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!!! wonderful gift of Jesus and the joy he brings to our lives.

Tony Bousijaan, Year 8 John-Claude Tadros (Youth Coordinator)

Christ is born!
Christ walked on earth!
Christ taught us!



Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office
133 Parishioners committed

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
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For $500 ONLY you can

® Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment
® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
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Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108
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® Foot & Nail Treatment ® Callus / Corns /

Ingrown Toe Nails

month.

® Orthotics & Custom Innersoles
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 11 December: Revelation to Joseph —
St Nemetallah Hardini Feast

11:00am George Youssef Eid Bou Ghosn from Deir Baachtar
(died in Lebanon)
5:00pm 40 Day Fouad Youssef Helou from Jezzine

Tuesday 13 December
6:00pm 40 Day Isabelle Abou Ghosn wife of Elia Abou
Ghosn from Ein Saade — Maten

Wednesday 14 December

7:00pm 40 Day Dr Jim Antonios Haddad from Kfarsghab

Thursday 15 December: Beginning of Christmas Novena

every day
6:00pm Mass in Arabic & 8:00pm in English

5:45pm Hanna Sarkis Ishac from Karm EI Mohr

Saturday 17 December
5:45pm 40 Day Nabih Nassim Saad from Kfarsghab

Sunday 18 December: Genealogy of Jesus

11:00am 40 Day Odette Mkhael Maroun Boutros wife of
Boutros Geryes Elias Farah from Karm El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Karma Roumanos Salim Frangieh wife of
Youssef Nakhle Yammine from Zgharta

St Patrick’s Guildford

6:00pm 1 Year Youssef Taleb Nasr from Mazraat El Nahr

Saturday 24 December: Christmas Eve

6:00pm Kids Mass with Santa in English

11:00pm Midnight Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Sunday 25 December: Christmas Day
8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English
5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English
7:00pm Mass in English

St Patrick’s Guildford

6:00pm Mass in English

Monday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
8:00am Mass in Arabic

10:00am Mass in English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

'riday 16th
ecember 2016

@ 8pm
urch Grounds

W
NS

5:30pm 40 Day Akl Boutros Salim Grmanos from Karm El Mohr
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“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies

Led by Mons Shora and Team
Thursday’s at 7Zpm in the Seniors Room. All Welcome

DEC 2016 St Vincent De Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal

Tue 13 December 2016 at 7pm
If you are interested in sorting and packing hampers of food donated by MCHF.
Please contact Barbara on 0432597457

DEC2016 | st Vincent De Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal distribution

to local families in need.
Wed 14 December 2016 at 7pm
If you would like to help, please contact Barbara on 0432597457

DEC 2016 Teen’s Car Wash Day
Sun 18 December 2016 from 8am-12:30pm in OLOL Lower Carpark

Give an Extra Hour to God
Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy
fortnightly from 10.30am - 11.30am to help our children

| DEC 2016 | Youth Outdoor Christmas & New Years ‘White’ Party
Fri 30 December 2016 at 7pm | Location: OLOL Carpark (facing the CYPC)
Cost: S30pp incl. dinner, dessert & entertainment. No prior bookings required.

participate in the Sunday Liturgy of the Word.

For more info contact Jamal on 0451486166 or Joanna on 0447442940
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IN OUR PRAYERS
X0 Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
3 be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
: ML&' # (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros,

Family of Hanne Mehsen Boumelhem, Family of Mansour Neijiyi Boutros, Bazouni Family (C) Saiideh Abboud Chbat and her husband Akl Chbat & all the

faithful departed (D) (E) (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri and his faithful departed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George,

Majid George (Hl Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad (I) (J) (K) Karam

£/ Antonios Karam (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun and

*//  his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, Family of Georges Moussa Mouawad, Moussa Family, Elias Mansour & Family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan,
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