The Good News

BIRTH OF
JOHN THE BAPTIST

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give
birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours
and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown his great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they
came to circumcise the child, and they were
going to name him Zechariah after his
father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be
called John.” They said to her, “None of
your relatives has this name.” Then they
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began motioning to his father to find out| Next sunday’s Readings
what name he wanted to give him. He l:e\aelatiohn
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His Epc;\ g:si‘zls
name is John.” And all of them were Mt 1: 18-25
amazed. Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue freed, and he began
to speak, praising God.
Fear came over all their neighbours, and all
these things were talked about throughout
. . ¢
the entire hill country of Judea. All who hOlll'leSS
heard them pondered them and said,
“What then will this child become?” For,
indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
Lk 1: 57-66
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of God.

Brothers and sisters,

Tell me, you who desire to be subject to
the law, will you not listen to the law? For
it is written that Abraham had two sons,
one by a slave woman and the other by a
free woman. One, the child of the slave,
was born according to the flesh; the other,
the child of the free woman, was born
through the promise. Now this is an
allegory: these women are two covenants.
One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount
Sinai, bearing children for slavery.

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for
she is in slavery with her children. But the
other woman corresponds to the
Jerusalem above; she is free, and she is
our mother.

For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless
one, you who bear no children, burst into
song and shout, you who endure no birth
pangs; for the children of the desolate
woman are more numerous than the
children of the one who is married.”

Now you, my friends, are children of the
promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time
the child who was born according to the
flesh persecuted the child who was born
according to the Spirit, so it is now also.
But what does the scripture say? “Drive
out the slave and her child; for the child of
the slave will not share the inheritance
with the child of the free woman.” So
then, friends, we are children, not of the
slave but of the free woman. For freedom
Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery.

Gal 4:21- 5:1

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechism
BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 'WHY DO WE MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS?

This Sunday’s Gospel passage tells of the birth of John who Why do we make the sign of the cross?

was to become known as the Baptist. His birth calls fortha We make the sign of the cross to express two important
multiple of reactions. mysteries of the Christian religion, the Blessed Trinity and
Birth is a time of wonder and joy and for Elizabeth it was the Redemption.

the culmination of prayers and hope. She found deep
peace in the birth of her child. It was an experience of life And the Word was madeﬂe‘?h’ and dwelt among us.
now being fulfilled for her. We read, ‘The Lord had shown (John 1:14)

his great mercy to her’ (v58), for a barren woman was a
shame in the society of the time. A woman who bore
children was blessed. God had chosen Elizabeth to be one
who was very blessed by God.

As for Zechariah, he had been struck mute for nine
months and when the next opportunity came along to
show his willingness to hear God out, Zechariah this time
did so, naming the child John. Zechariah had watched on
silently as God was at work in their lives and during this
period he had come to realise the greatness of God’s ways.
Upon receiving his voice once again, Zechariah praises God
first. It is not the child Zechariah speaks of, although this
had been his heart’s desire, but rather now God took first
place in Zechariah’s joy, for now he knew all good things
come from God.

The neighbourhood are puzzled by Zechariah and
Elizabeth, who appear to place their gaze on God more so
than on the child. They neighbours are left to ponder. We How are these mysteries expressed by
too often forget how awesome God’s will is and our the sign of the cross?
attention needs to be drawn back to the core of all that When we say "In the name," we express the truth that
happens — God’s acting in our lives. . . ! "

there is only one God; when we say "of the Father, and of
Zechariah and Elizabeth now have a child of their own, a the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," we express the truth that
the ways of God. We pray that all parents see their | a0 the form of the cross on ourselves, we express the

gmdsr::\]/:sélgge.szmifrom e e [Eike W U & 5 truth that the Son of God, made man, redeemed us by His

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF death on the cross.

The Servant’s Word,

GOD’S WILL VS SOCIAL NORMS

Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 3/: A
This week we arrive at a very important station in our preparations for the Birth of our Lord. /e ,'é”\
John whom we know as the forerunner to Jesus is born. In this passage we find the joy that ’
the new born brings to the old and frail couple Zechariah and Elizabeth and we also see the
calamity that society brings with it to override this joy. Zechariah and Elizabeth who had come
to understand the will of God in their life, however their neighbours and relatives were still
infused with the social precepts and laws. Elizabeth wanted to name her son John, which
means God is compassionate, yet everyone around her thought that she was crazy because
she was going against the norms of her society which dictated that he should be named
Zechariah, after his father.

Offcourse Zechariah who after many months of silence and full of the knowledge of God’s will
for his family took action and in his muteness, spoke and broke all the barriers that society
was choking him with. Although a priest and a man of great faith, society had been choking him with its
expectations. Through his silence, he came to realise that following social norms was not so important. What was
important was activating the will of God in his life. This activation of God’s will empowered him to speak up and
break his silence.

The question for us today is very important. Are we activating the will of God in our life or are we enslaving
ourselves to the social norms that our society demands of us? There is a constant pull in two opposing directions.
Society pulls us in one direction while God pulls us in another. It is up to us to be strong enough to be able to pull
harder in the direction that God leads us as this is the ultimate source of truth and life.

On a parish note, last Sunday the Family Committee organised a beautiful one day retreat for families. Eighteen
families attended the retreat and over half of them were new families who had not regularly attended such
spiritual days. The theme of the day was “a family who prays together stays together.” The day was rich with
spiritual and social activities and it truly emphasised the importance of the family in our society. Thank you to all
who took part in the organisation of this day. A special thanks to the members of the Family, Fersen and Teens
committees who have been working very hard to prepare the day. Also, our Christmas program has been
finalised by the Pastoral Council who met this week. Please be sure to take a copy home so that you can fully
participate in all the spiritual and social events and truly bring the spirit of Christmas into your lives this year. Our
theme this year is: Emmanuel, The Light that the Darkness could not overcome. | will be speaking more about
this in the weeks to come.

Father Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week
MY WILL OR GOD'S WILL?

Every time | read the story of John the Baptist’s birth it truly makes me reflect
on the decisions | have made and may still need to make. | am very guilty of
thinking that | know better than God and try to guide my life on my own, even
if God is clearly pointing me in another direction. The pressure of others
thoughts, opinions, judgements can guide the decisions we make. However,
God is our Father, and He truly knows what is best for us. We are called to do
God’s will, no matter the pressures surrounding us. This is exactly what
Zechariah did when it came to naming his son. Even with all the pressure, he
did as the angel had told him and called the boy, John. IMMEDIATELY, he was
freed to talk. Imagine if we choose to do God’s will, what He will reward us
with. The fruits may not be seen in this life but, through our faith, we know
that we shall be rewarded in the next.

This theme of God’s will and doing everything for Him was reflected in the rest of John the Baptists life. John
devoted his life to preparing the way for Christ and pointing his followers to the Messiah. Like John the Baptist, if
we devote our lives to following Christ, He will graciously fill us with his Holy Spirit and makes our faith come
alive to his promises. Like John the Baptist, the Lord invites each of us to make our life a free-will offering to God.
The Holy Spirit will renew us in faith, hope, and love. If we choose God each day, we will be filled with such a love
we could not but help spread it to those who are around us. We must give our will to God and let Him transform
our lives.

O God, You raised up St John the Baptist to prepare a perfect person for Christ. We call upon St John’s
intercession to properly prepare us with a true sense of repentance to receive Your grace and salvation. Make us
faithful to truth and justice, as You did Your servant, John the Baptist, herald of Your Son’s birth and death. Lord,
may You increase Your life within us. Amen.

Constance Maree

Fevsen Corner Family Corner
THE MARONITE CHURCH YEAR OH WHAT A'BLESSED DAY!
i

Two weeks ago, Year Five and Year Six took adeep ~ The OLOL

look into the Maronite liturgical Calendar. Co-cathedral Family |8
L . . ) Spiritual Day Out was -8 &

¢ The Maronite liturgical calendar is an educational truly a family =
tool we can live in our homes to draw our bonding experience.
families nearer to Christ. My heart melted
¢ It revolves around the Paschal mystery of Jesus. When | heard children |

This Means his Birth, Life, Death and Resurrection S3Y to their parents, ‘ ST
can we come again next year. The Family Commlttee W|th

our chaplain Fr Tony Sarkis achieved making prayer fun.

; : . The day began with a fun family icebreaker which was
SElfEicalSaleRg ARt s Did you know?  followed by a rosary procession where a helium rosary
e Introduction encircled the families while walking and then was released
to the Liturgical at the conclusion by the children saying 'Mother Mary
Year: Isonthe  Watch Over Us!'. We then had a Divine Mercy Advocate,
First Sunday of and father of six children come _and give his testimony of
NenarabE how the power of God's mercy is working through him and
Marki th, his family. This was followed by a Panel discussion and

UL IS Q&A time where parents had the opportunity to discuss

Consecration of  cyrrent parenting issues, and which was summed up with
the church. a humorous skit which asked parents to reflect on whether
e Theendof we areleading by example or just expecting our children
the Liturgical ~ to do as we say.

Year: Concludes \While the adults were being inspired the children were
with the Feast of also being inspired by the Fersen and teen leaders. After
the Exaltation of lunch the parents were entertained by the children who
the Cross. performed different skits promoting the message of "The
family that prays together stays together" as well as
demonstrating as parents, how we can sometimes be a
little unreasonable. The little ones performed a beautiful

The task: Students were given scripture passages song with actions. The day ended with his Excellency
and asked to identify them with the seasons from Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay leading the mass and
the Maronite liturgical Calendar. reinforcing the importance of being witnesses of joy as

our mother Mary was.



Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

133 Parishioners committed
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TO LOVED ONES
Fmd your nearest location or send
online at westernunion.com.au

Customer Service 1800 501 500

moving money for better

Interested in becoming part of
the Community Business
Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your
business for the whole month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,798,849 Units $1,537,108

i’odlatry Clinic

® Foot & Nail Treatment ® Callus / Corns /

Ingrown Toe Nails
® Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment
® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
® Orthotics & Custom Innersoles
(paddl) sl B RIS (L A1 yg ¥ (o DY) plldaliy (el dslie
See your GP for Medicare subsidy
BMALA eSesida 15005
Al Gla@as deds e
Le2 SS90 Ao by g AR Dy liny (yoclil JSLia o
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His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

W,
uv
presents N

A spectacular theatrical concert with the
Ya Zaman Performers from Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, Melbourne

Friday 9 and Saturday 10 December 2016 at 7.30pm
Whitiam Theatre, Revesby Workers Club

Tickets: $50 per adult / $25 per child under 16
For bookings, visit: www.maronite.org.au or contact 02 8831 0000
in support of iteCare | ing is available at the venue

proudysupportedty 38HOLDMARK

AV UM  @®revesbyworkersclub




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 4 December: Birth of John the Baptist — St Barbara
8:00am The livings and departed of the members of Sodality
11:00am Mass for International Day of People with Special
Needs offered by Faith and Light Committee

Monday 5 December:

10:30am Funeral Michelle Mikhael Sissi from Kfarhawra
6:00pm Wahib Farid Geagea from Deir Al Ahmar (died in
Lebanon)

Wednesday 7 December:

7:00pm Chahrban Said Constantine from Kfarsghab widow
of the late Mansour Nakhoul Hanna Dib from Kfaryachit
(died in Lebanon)

Thursday 8 December: Immaculate Conception

6:00pm Mass for the Feast of Immaculate Conception fol-
lowed by a Cocktail

Saturday 10 December:

6:00pm 40 Day Mariam Chahine Chantiri wife of Tanios
Youssef Massoud from Mansourieh

Sunday 11 January: Revelation to Joseph
5:00pm 40 Day Fouad Youssef Helou from Jezzine

CHRISTMAS LIGHT DONATIONS

Help light up and make our church grounds beautiful
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Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

this Christmas by donating any unwanted working fairy lights.

| DEC 2016 | Cherry Picking in Bathurst
Trip is now postponed to the 10th of December. The Cherry season is delayed

MARONITECARE PRESENTS
YA ZAMAN PERFORMERS

due to change in weather this year. If you wish you change your booking, please

FRIDAY 9 & SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER 2016 AT 7.30PM
WHITLAM THEATRE, REVESBY WORKERS CLUB
For tickets: contact 02 8831 0000 or www.maronite.org.au

call Gladys Hawach 0401265210 or Miled Al-Ters 0418661669.
| DEC2016 | 5t yincent De Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal
Tue 13 December 2016 at 7pm

If you are interested in sorting and packing hampers of food donated by MCHF.

Please contact Barbara on 0432597457

| NOV 2016 | «he Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Led by Mons Shora and Team
Thursday’s at 7pm in the Seniors Room. All Welcome

| DEC2016 | g4 viincent De Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal distribution
to local families in need.

| DEC2016 | Final Youth Meeting & BBQ
Tue 6 December 2016 at 8pm

Wed 14 December 2016 at 7pm
If you would like to help, please contact Barbara on 0432597457

Final meeting for 2016 with a free BBQ afterwards in the bottom carpark.

DEC 2016 I

Teen’s Car Wash Day

| DEC 2016 | COME ALIVE ROAD TRIP

Sun 18 December 2016 from 7:30am-12:30pm

Thurs 8 December 2016
Leaving OLOL at 6pm and arriving back at 9:30pm | Cost: $25pp
We will be visiting the Christmas Lights of St. Mary’s Cathedral in the city!

| DEC2016 | youth Outdoor Christmas & New Years ‘White’ Party
Fri 30 December 2016 at 7pm | Location: OLOL Carpark (facing the CYPC)
Cost: $30pp incl. dinner, dessert & entertainment. No prior bookings required.

For more info contact Tony Mattar on 0401364335

For more info contact Jamal on 0451486166 or Joanna on 0447442940

__Youth & Teens Events

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS /7 ACTIVITIES

Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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Children’s Events

i‘LAiYAH Lyl syl EAMA YA B e o by Jlaly)

Arabic Classe
Fersan Al-Ad
Children’s P

s: Sat 9:30am-12: 30?m call Margo on 0400 001 758
ra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
aygroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Adult Events
Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESAN NOTICES

DEC 2016 I

Faith & Light International

Sunday 4 December 2016 from 11am - 3pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Church Hall. The day includes 11am Mass
celebrated by his Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, followed by lunch and entertainment. For more details contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010

Day for People With Different Abilities

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Call Lina Ish

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.

Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103
For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park

ac 0433 217 063 or

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

The Carers meeting will take place on 13 December 2016 at 10:30am
on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity es‘:)eually those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, All the faithful departed of the Frenji & Sabat Families (B)
o Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Wadih Said Boustani, Family of Hanne Mehsen Boumelhem, Family
. of Mansour Neijiyi Boutros SC) Saiideh Abboud Chbat and her husband Akl Chbat & all the faithful departed (D) (E) (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri
4 and his faithful departed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul
Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Youssef Marie Hashim EI) (J) (K) Karam
Antonios Karam, Nouhad Khoury, Elias Chekrallah Kazzi and his wife Tabti, Nehme Khattar and his wife Aujania, May Khattar (L) (M) Therese
Melhem, Arthur (Otre% Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Marmah Moses, Deceased of
Moses Famlly, Youssef Maroun and his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, Hamid George Masrl Family of Georges Moussa Mouawad,
Moussa Family, Elichaa & Samiha and their son Youssef Malkoun (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raldan Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana &
Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatorl Boutros Kozhaya Sassme Matilda
Abboud Sadek Nabih Nasim Saad Joseph Shaheen, George Sakr (T) Tannous Family, Boutros Tartak and his wife Lazord and his son
Christopher, Hanna Tartak and his wife Sussanne, Hamid Tawil (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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