The Good News

f.. Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

ANNOUNCEMENT

TO MARY

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

Next Sunday’s Readings
Visitation

to Elizabeth

Eph 1: 1-14

Lk 1: 39-45

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since | am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is
the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

Lk 1:26-38

no

conditions;

simply

loves.

Brothers and sisters, | give an example
from daily life: once a person’s will has
been ratified, no one adds to it or annuls
it. Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring; it does not
say, “And to offsprings,” as of many; but it
says, “And to your offspring,” that is, to
one person, who is Christ. My point is this:
the law, which came four hundred thirty
years later, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to nullify
the promise. For if the inheritance comes
from the law, it no longer comes from the
promise; but God granted it to Abraham
through the promise.

Why then the law? It was added because
of transgressions, until the offspring
would come to whom the promise had
been made; and it was ordained through
angels by a mediator. Now a mediator
involves more than one party; but God is
one. Is the law then opposed to the
promises of God? Certainly not! For if a
law had been given that could make alive,
then righteousness would indeed come
through the law. But the scripture has
imprisoned all things under the power of
sin, so that what was promised through
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to
those who believe.

Gal 3: 15-22

Loving and Merciful Father,
fill us with the grace to imitate the
simple and humble of Mary,
the Mother of God. May our love for you
lead us to our
hearts and wills to Yours.
Amen!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechismy
ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY HOW SHOULD WE PRAY?

This Sunday’s Gospel passage is the announcement to Mary. How should we pray?

Her response is very different to Zechariah. Let’s take a closer We should pray:

look ... 1. with attention;

The angel comes to a small house in the town of Nazareth. 2. with a conviction of our own helplessness and our
This is in contrast to the angel’s first appearance in the holy dependence upon God;

sanctuary of the Temple but it serves to show that God is pre-

sent everywhere. The angel comes to an unknown young 3. with a great desire for the graces we beg of Him;

woman, and not only to holy priests, for God’s Good news is 4. with Iovjng trust in His goodness;

for all. with perseverance.

The angel greets Mary with the words, ‘Greetings, favoured  And all things whatever you ask for in prayer, believing,
one! The Lord is with you’ (v28) a special endearment, not you shall receive. (Matthew 21:22)

reflected in the initial encounter with Zechariah. Mary’s
response was perplexing and pondering (v29), very different
from Zechariah who was terrified and overwhelmed by fear
(v12). From the first words, Mary is open to what lay ahead.
She was prepared to listen. When the angel explains the
purpose of the visit, Mary does not object but simply asks,
‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ (v34). She is seeking
clarification in contrast to Zechariah who doubted, ‘How will |
know this is so? For | am an old man, and my wife is getting
on in years’ (v18). Their questions differ, their attitudes differ.
Mary seeks direction whereas Zechariah wants proof. Mary
could believe in miracles. Zechariah couldn’t. We can add
here that when Mary is told about Elizabeth’s pregnancy, she
doesn’t doubt or question, but accepts this to be so, and
rushes to be by her side. Mary and Elizabeth are in contrast
to Sarah who was promised a child with Abraham in their old
age, but scoffed at the mention (Gen 18:9-12), whereas

For whom should we pray?

Elizabeth was accepting of God’s will. We should pray especially for ourselves, for our parents,
L . . , relatives, friends, and enemies, for sinners, for the souls in

Where Zechariah is struck mute, Mary gives voice to God’s t for the P bi<h d priests of th

workings, ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with purgatory, Tor the Fope, bishops, and priests of the

me according to your word’ (v38). Mary freely chose to be Church, and for the officials of our country.

art of God’s idea. She accepted and believed God’s will was .
gest. It is the women, MarF\)/ and Elizabeth, who show the But I say to you, love your enemies, do good to those who

correct response to God. May we too learn to listen with hate you, and pray for those who persecute and
open minds and welcoming hearts. Amen calumniate you, so that you may be children of your
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:44-45)

The Servant’s Word
PRAYERFUL SILENCE

— Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We continue this week with the second announcement in this joyous season, the

Announcement to Mary. Mary was greeted by an angel and told, ‘The Lord is with you . . . do
not be afraid’. Mary was fully present to God, silently waiting for Him to act in her life. She
was not afraid, and entirely opened her heart to him and to his will for her. However, as
! trusting as she was, Mary took the time to ponder on Gabriel’s words, question and then
finally accept. In her silence, Mary didn’t just blindly accept! In contrast to Zechariah, Mary’s
silence up until her encounter with Gabriel gave her the time and space to allow God to work in her life so that
she could fully accept what he had planned for her. Zechariah only discovered this after he was forced to be
silent. We have so much to learn from Mary whose prayerful silence allowed her to discern the will of God in
her life. Are we able to discern the will of God in our lives with all the noise and calamity that engulfs us?

Today we conclude our journey in this Jubilee Year of Mercy. This year has truly allowed us to ponder on Mercy
in our personal lives and in our parish community. Mercy is not just a concept or a value, it is a way of life.
Mercy is more than feelings or emotions that are expressed in tangible ways. Mercy is a definition of the
relationship that God wants to have with us and that we must have with one-another. In our parish, it was not a
coincidence that we established our Merciful Committee Heaven on Earth in this Jubilee Year. The team from
Heaven on Earth led by Subdeacon Robert Albayeh travelled to Fiji on Thursday to activate this Mercy in the lives
of the poor and marginalised of this country. Pope Francis teaches us that “we need constantly to contemplate
the mystery of mercy”. As we close the Door of Mercy in this Jubilee Year, let us pray that we will continue to
be open to the door of God’s mercy in our lives and truly activate it. In this way, we will truly be Merciful as the
Father is Merciful.

On a parish note 35 children and leaders last Sunday consecrated themselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary as
Fersen Al Adra or Knights of Mary. Over 50 others renewed this vow also. A knight is honoured by a King or a
Queen because they have been a good and trustworthy soldier. They are given this honour because they have
promised to be upright and virtuous citizens who will defend their beliefs. Our parish is very blessed to have so
many people who are willing to devote their lives to our heavenly Mother. On behalf of my brother priests and
our parishioners, | would like to congratulate you all. Congratulations also to Father Youhanna Khalife and to the
Fersen leaders who are doing a remarkable job. May the prayers of the Immaculate Heart of Mary be with you.
Father Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week
“SAYING YES TO GOD”

/ 9 “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to Thy
Word.” At the utterance of Mary’s submission to the Will of God, the Word
was made flesh, became man, and dwelt among us. What a powerful
response to a simple “yes” from Mary!

Is it possible that our positive response to God could lead to such wonders
and miracles? Can our simple “yes” to God be a source of Divine
intervention? In times of trials, in times of temptation, and in times of
darkness, we find ourselves faced with the most difficult moments, wherein
saying “yes” to God seems impossible. Do we believe that the grace of God,
which surpasses all human weakness and understanding, will prevail when we submit our will to His Divine Will?
The lives of the Saints have proven to us that perseverance in prayer, embraced by a life of faith and good works,
will empower us to accept and submit to the Will of God in our lives, no matter what our circumstances may be.
It is truly a test of faith to be able to say “Lord, let it be done unto me according to Your Will” when every part
of our being is afraid of the consequences of that “yes.”

Submission does not mean ‘surrender’ or ‘giving up’. It simply means obedience to a greater good. Another
example is Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Father, let this cup pass from me; not my will but Thine be
done.” Our redemption was secured by this single offering and submission of Christ. That was the great
consequence of Jesus saying “Yes.” How many times have we rejected the opportunity to allow the Holy Spirit to
work through us because of fear, laziness, or indifference? Have we been living the true life of Christ, as beacons
of His Light and Love, or have we followed our own interests?

Saying “yes” to God is trusting in Him, knowing that whatever situation you are in, if you remain faithful, God
will not abandon you or disappoint you. God will never give us more than we can handle, or more than what is
necessary for our sanctification. Do not be afraid to say “yes” to God and to serve the Lord with a generous and
loving heart! He can never be outdone in generosity.

Salwa Elias

Teenw's Corner T
Senior’y Corner

g 2al Aswedrawnearto  The Senior's Committee has been gathering every second
the end of the year, Thursday under the guidance of our spiritual leader Father
we ook back at a Bernard and with our precious seniors. We celebrate Holy

very fruitful year and \jass, then lunch, games and crafts, it has been wonderful
to see them happy and enjoying their time with us.

can see where God's
hand has been

present, each and
every week with the
Teens Ministry. From
Rock climbing, to the
Superhero teens day

out. Shrine visits,
Teens masses, guest

speakers, rosary

visits, CAMP 2016.
WOW! What a year it has been.

And the list goes on and on.

We've had our ups and downs, our good times and
bad times, but most importantly we have learnt
more about our faith and grown closer to Christ,
and have come to better understand His endless

love and undeniable Mercy toward us. We thank God for this blessing and hope to be of more

But as the year closes, we look forward to service to our seniors.
celebrating the season of the Glorious Birth of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. The season of Giving, rather than
receiving. A season to welcome the Lord, not only

into the world, but into our hearts and our homes as well.

Thank you for all your support and prayers over the
past Kear and looking forward to seeing you all
throughout this great season of Advent, and in the
new year to come.

From all of us here at OLOL MaroniteFlame Teens,
we wish you and your families, an early Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

BRING ON 2017!!!
God bless you always.
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Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

133 Parishioners committed

IS 1S SﬂIDING MONEY

TO LOVED ONES
/ Find your nearest location or send
y online at westernunion.com.au

Customer Service 1800 501 500

moving gmonwl r better

Interested in becoming part of
the Community Business
Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your
business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

Ordination of our new Subdeacons Wade Ayoub
Ron Hassarati, Robert Albayeh & Charbel Dib

Fersen
Al Adra
Consecration
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Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,884,284 Units $1,554,044

Podiatr& Cllmc

® Foot & Nail Treatment ® Callus / Corns /

Ingrown Toe Nails
® Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

s ‘”i 'C( ;arhel Tarabay
® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs P

ore
® Orthotics & Custom Innersoles S .
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See your GP for Medicare subsidy
Sl ESeuds foli(3
20dd) Ol deds
o2 Gy s o g T Sylio et SLe s | IO L C LR
Ao flilu Y (ALE 30 S

Friday 9 and Saturday 10 December 2016 at 7.30pm
Whitiam Theatre, Revesby Workers Club
Tickets: $50 per adult / $25 per child under 16

For bookings, visit: www.maronite.org.au or contact 02 8831 0000
in support of are |

ing s available at the venue

proudysupporedty SRHOLDMARK AV [UM

@ revesbyworkers'club




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 20 November: Announcement to Mary

11:00am Mass celebrated for the late Pierre Amine Gemayel
and all the Lebanese Martyrs and Peace in Lebanon
offered by Lebanese Kataeb Party - Sydney

5:00pm 40 Day Salwa Hawchab lbrahim Geagea from
Becharre widow of the late Afif Bou Jaoude from
Jouret El Ballout

St Patrick, Guildford

6:00pm Ferial Kerbaj from Baalbak wife of Mansour Saad
from Kornet El Hamra (died in Lebanon)

Monday 21 November:Entrance of Our Lady into the Temple

6:00pm Sarkis Maroun Noujaim from Rachine (died in Lebanon)

7:15pm Nehme Tannous El Sarraf known by “Abou Alia”
from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 22 November
6:00pm Mikhael Semaan Francis from Mazraat Al Touffah
(died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 23 November
7:00pm 40 Day Zakhieh Boutros Geryes Khoury widow of
the late Youssef Hanna Merhi from Kfarsghab

Thursday 24 November
6:00pm 40 Day Badwieh Said El Katrib wife of Khazen Ishac
Ishac from Karm El Mohr

Friday 25 November
6:00pm The livings and Departed of Hadchit, celebrated by
Rev Fr Tony Agha

Sunday 27 November: Visitation to Elizabeth

11:00am Mass for the Late President Rene Mouawad and
his companions, Martyrs of the Lebanese
Independence Movement offered by the Lebanese
Independence Movement, Sydney

5:00pm 40 Day Michael Mikhael Zahra from Hadchit

St Patrick, Guildford

6:00pm Joseph Ibrahim Saouma from Beit Chabab

Esue) il 8

CHRISTMAS LIGHT DONATIONS

Help light up and make our church grounds beautiful this Christmas by donating any unwanted working fairy lights.
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MARONITECARE PRESENTS
YA ZAMAN PERFORMERS
FRIDAY 9 & SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER 2016 AT 7.30PM
WHITLAM THEATRE, REVESBY WORKERS CLUB

Give an Extra Hour to God
Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy fortnightly
10.30am - 11.30am to help our children participate in the Sunday
Liturgy of the Word. Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

For tickets: contact 02 8831 0000 or www.maronite.org.au

NOV 2016 |

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Led by Mons Shora and Team
Thursday’s at 7Zpm in the Seniors Room. All Welcome

NOV 2016 COME ALIVE PRESENTS "GRILL A CATHOLIC"
Wed 29 November 2016 from 7-9pm
This is your chance to fire away ANY questions and misunderstandings
you MAY have about the faith! Guest panellists this week,
Father Tony Sarkis & Subdeacon Danny Nouh !

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Youth & Teens Events

Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Children’sEvents e,

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
Lol b oudl s cillalis
call gl ol aal lias) dugs el gpegaad JS
AVAAYARA Bl Juaily) S EAMY A B e iy Sl

Adult Events

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESAN NOTICES

DEC 2016

Faith & Light International Day for People With Different Abilities
Sunday 4 December 2016 from 11am - 3pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Church Hall
The day includes 11am Mass celebrated by his Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, followed by lunch and entertainment.
For more details contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
y o, (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Tannous Youssef Abboud and his wife Loulou and his brother
o/ Maroun (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Beit Karam (C) (D) (E) (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George,
| Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen George, Ma{'id George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad,
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Marie Issa (J) Elias & Mariam Jahjah(K) Karam Antonios Karam, Mikhael Badwi Khoury and his wife
/ Hanneh and his brother Afife, Antonios & Watfa & Hassib Kraissa, Salim & Jamal Khaicy (L) Laba Family (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otreg
¢/ Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Marmah Moses, Deceased of Moses Family, Yousse
\ Maroun and his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, Hamid George Masri, Fayez Youssef Melhem and his wife Hened (N) (O) YP) (Q) (R)
\—o) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,
Matilda Abboud Sadek, Dib Youssef Saliba, Nabih Nasim Saad (T) Kamel Tanna and his wife Ghorra (U) (V) (W) (Y) (Z)
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