The Good News
2 Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 2l August 2016
THE GOSPEL

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat
with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s
house and took his place at the table. And a
woman in the city, who was a sinner, having
learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s
house, brought an alabaster jar of
ointment. She stood behind him at his feet,
weeping, and began to bathe his feet with
her tears and to dry them with her hair.
Then she continued kissing his feet and
anointing them with the ointment. Now
when the Pharisee who had invited him saw
it, he said to himself, “If this man were a
prophet, he would have known who and
what kind of woman this is who is touching
him — that she is a sinner.”

Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, |
have something to say to you.” “Teacher,”
he replied, “Speak.” “A certain creditor had
two debtors; one owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. When they
could not pay, he cancelled the debts for
both of them. Now which of them will love
him more?” Simon answered, “l suppose
the one for whom he cancelled the greater
debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have
judged rightly.”

Then turning toward the woman, he said to
Simon, “Do you see this woman? | entered
your house; you gave me no water for my
feet, but she has bathed my feet with her
tears and dried them with her hair. You
gave me no kiss, but from the time | came
in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You
did not anoint my head with oil, but she has
anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore,
| tell you, her sins, which were many, have
been forgiven; hence she has shown great
love. But the one to whom little is forgiven,
loves little.” Then he said to her, “Your sins
are forgiven.” But those who were at the
table with him began to say among
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives
sins?” And he said to the woman,
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Lk 7: 36-50

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Season of Pentecost

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

Next Sunday’s Readings

Sixteenth Sunday
of Pentecost

Rom 8: 18-27
Lk 18:9-14
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CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

www.olol.orQ.au

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church
of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and
peace. We always give thanks to God for all
of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labour of
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen
you, because our message of the gospel
came to you not in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of
persons we proved to be among you for
your sake.

And you became imitators of us and of the
Lord, for in spite of persecution you
received the word with joy inspired by the
Holy Spirit, so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
your faith in God has become known, so
that we have no need to speak about it. For
the people of those regions report about us
what kind of welcome we had among you,
and how you turned to God from idols, to
serve a living and true God, and to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the
wrath that is coming.

1Thess 1: 1-10

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Lord Jesus,
We hear your words and celebrate you
as the bread of life.

Thank you for giving your life to feed the
hungry, to release those who are
imprisoned and to love the unloved.
May we know your sustaining care and
share your goodness with all those we
meet. We pray for those in our
communities and in our world who will
spend today in hunger.

Amen!

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light fromthe word The Catechism
EXTRAVAGANT LOVE How OFTEN MUST WE GO TO CONFESSION?

This Sunday’s Gospel passage of the woman who gate What is meant by the commandment to confess our sins
crashes a L)arty is wonderful! Despite centuries of
labelling this woman as sinful, we can see here a woman at least once a year?

of extraordinary faith.

So Jesus comes to Simon the Pharisee’s home for a meal
and we can imagine there were many guests at table.

By the commandment to confess our sins at least
once a year is meant that we are strictly obliged

Then a woman comes uninvited and approaching Jesus, to make a good confession within the year,
‘She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to if h l'si £
bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her It we have a mortal sin to contess.

hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing )
them with the ointment’ (Lk 7:38). Who would dare to do  Confess, therefore, your sins to one another. (James 5:16)
something like that! It is probably for us, a very
humiliating act, embarrassing and open to criticism. This
is a woman in all her vulnerability, ready to do anything
for Jesus. This is not a sinful woman, but a woman in
great need of love and with the ability to show great love.

Now interestingly Jesus tells a story of two debtors to
point out that the one whose greater debts were
cancelled would show greater love. If we apply this to the
woman at the Pharisee’s house, we would say she had
the greater debt and so has shown greater love. However
had her sins been forgiven when she comes to wash
Jesus’ feet? We presume no because only after she had
washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, does he say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven’ (Lk 7:48). So if this is the amount of great
love poured out before forgiveness, how much more
would she show extravagant love after her sins are
forgiven, her debts wiped clean?

On the other hand there were those at the table who
grumbled about Jesus as if they had no debts that needed
cancelling, no sins to be forgiven. Despite Jesus’ readiness
to forgive sins and cancel debts, these guests don’t want
it. Therefore we well max challenge the assumption —is it Why should we go to confession frequently?

the woman who is sinful? Is it not Simon the Pharisee and .

his guests, who fail to love Jesus like this woman did, who We should go to confession frequently because frequent

fail to recognise his power to forgive, and who fail to confession greatly helps us to overcome temptation, to
appreciate that their debts are wiped clean? Amen . L
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF keep in the state of grace, and to grow in virtue.

It is with a joy filled heart that | welcome you to the 15th Sunday of Pentecost
after having celebrated the feast of the Assumption of our blessed Mother,
Our Lady of Lebanon, who is truly an icon of the Father’s Mercy. Mary teaches
us how to be merciful to one another. This stems from her own faith and trust
in God the Father, who chose her from amoung all to carry in her womb
Mercy itself.

In this parish, Mary also carries us, her children, in her womb. She caresses us,
embraces us, guides us and prays with us and for us. When we are down, she
holds us in her arms and sings us a lullaby of love so that we can rest and find
peace in her Ia% We draw beauty from her beauty, strength from her
stren th,fpatience from her patience and love from her love. She unites us under her mantle so that we can work
together for the Glory of God and the good of his people.

My beloved family and friends, we have been preparing for the Feast of the Assumption since April. Over these
past few months | have watched how you have all worked together in the spirit that is only befitting of servants
who are honouring their eternal Queen. In a spirit that truly activates the love and mercy of the Father as exem-
Pliﬁed by Mary. | saw the passion and zeal in your service. | felt the great pride that you have in working together
or your parish. | heard the respect in which you dealt with each other. You all, so generously %ive of your time,
talents and finances. You spare no expense in honouring your Mother. Because not only does she deserve it, but
because simply ibyilbagla.....

To our Gold Sponsors, Rockform, Dyldam and Bank of Sydney..... Thank you.

To our Silver Sponsors, Navara Venues, Western Union and Dial before you dig....Thank you.

To our Bronze Sponsors, North Rock Auto Care, Nutriscript and Montessori Academy....Thank you.

To all those who have helped preparing for the Feast of the Assumption in whichever way....Thank you.

To our th ccla(mmittees who work tirelessly in this parish not only during feast week but during every week of the
year....Thank you.

To the staff of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral who work behind the scenes....Thank you.

To my brother priests who serve this parish with all their heart....Thank you.

Tlcl) ourrt])eloved Bishop who has put his unwavering trust and confidence in us, his children......We thank you with
all our heart.

Thank you to every one of you for all that you do. You are the pride of your Mother, you are the pride of your
Church. In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis asks us to “Be Merciful, like the Father” and | say to you, be
icons of the Father’s Mercy, just like your Mother.

The Servant’s Word
THANK YOU

Fr Tony Sarkis


https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIr4OMl7jOAhVJKpQKHb7dDlsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solemncharge.com%2Fpost%2F2012%2F10%2F24%2FHow-Often-Should-Catholics-Go-to-Confession.aspx&psig=AFQjCNH1

Article of the Week
SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEND TIME WITH JESUS

s : Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
S e and I will give you rest. — Mathew 11: 28-30

If anyone ever asked me what is the best thing about being Catholic?
My answer would be is that | have the ability to have a relationship with
my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All relationships take time. It is unlike
| other relationships, yes, but having a connection with Jesus still follows
the same rules as it does with any other normal relationship. One way
of gaining this relationship is by making time for Jesus Christ.

Having the time to spend it with a loved one gives us the opportunity to
truly know who that person is. This is no different when it comes to
God. When we have the chance to spend time with God, we naturally
feel drawn to Him. This as well as getting to know Him in a different
setting besides what we hear about Him from outside the Church.

An amazing aspect of Jesus Christ is the fact that HE desires to have "alone time" with us. What do | mean by
alone time? Visiting him in Church or Chapels, attending Adoration, spending time alone in your room speaking
to Him through prayer and even writing a letter to Him in your journal. We must remember that our lives will
always be busy, no matter where you are at that particular moment. Having a family, going to work, school and
university are great ways of building up a life, but none of that matter if you don’t allow time for God. God knows
us more than we know each other, such as the number of our hairs on our head (Luke: 12:7). He invites us to
come to know Him (Isaiah 1:18) and to seek him (Psalm 63:1).

Perhaps one of the best reasons for us to seize the opportunity to spend time with Jesus is for us to come to
know ourselves. We need to remember that without time alone with God, we will find out that our needs will
never be met and we will never truly know what abundant life Jesus has in store for us.

The best advice | can give is: each moment is another opportunity to spend with God, step away from what is
distracting you and Invite Jesus into your lives and let Him do new things for you.
Brinda Njeim

ersevww Corner
Youth Corner

Fersen is comprised of | “My soul magnifies the Lord,
many aspects, which and rejoices in God my
are the educational saviour” — Luke 1:46

Iess.ons on Maronite Happy Feast Day of the

_Faith, Mary Home & Assumption to all our
Visits, The Fersen Mass piai parishioners on behalf of the
and the exciting A v g Maronite Youth Committee.

excursions. What a blessing to be a witness to all who attended,
The Fersen Mass, is supported and donated their time and effort to make
held every second Feast Week a success. We began this festive week with a
Sunday of the Month. It is one way that the Fersen candle lit procession and concluded with the solemn
leaders, the chaplain and the families can stand liturgy celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine
together in faith and share in the Eucharist. Charbel Tarabay on Monday

evening.

During his homily, our Bishop
expressed his concern for our
youth who are drawn to worldly
matters searching for God in the g§

wrong places. Through the

In wearing our Fersen foulards during the Mass, we
represent our unity as a community. The foulards
are symbolic of our consecration to being the
Knights of Mary. This is celebrated in our annual
Consecration Mass at the end of the year.

In sharing in the Mass together we strengthen intercession of our Mother Mary,
our rapport with the children we teach. It gives God allows us to experience His
us the Fersen, a sense of unity as the Knights of mercy, love and hope. Hence his Excellency emphasised
Mary and solidifies the essence of what we are the importance of the Virgin Mary in our Maronite
teaching the children. Catholic faith. Through this realisation we pray as a com-
. . munity for our youth to return to the church to seek our
In the Month of August, in the week celebrating Mother, as we continue to magnify her soul.

the Assumption of Mother Mary, Fersen were . . .
ump ¥ v Once more, we would like to take this opportunity to

pnvﬂegg;js'icsot ?r:gt?]rélstm?yFEJ;eSal;/lass and recognise the efforts of our dedicated youth executives

‘ _ ' and members who volunteered their time and resources

The Fersen Mass is organised by the Fersen throughout this festive week, putting in countless hours
Committee and each month two grades are selected serving our parish.

to assist in the l(\j/!ass whe'?her through Offertory, Our MYO mission is to help our youth to find our Mother
Readings or Altar service. Mary and continue rejoicing with her now and always. We
God Bless you look forward to growing our youth family.

Lamia El-Bacha Moussa Hawa



g—t
LTI

=

R T T
-

Protect your loved ones.
Make sure your assets end
up in the right hands

Prepare a will today

RMIILEGAL

Raymond Mawad 02 9687 7000
\ 4 Albion Street, Harris Park, NSW 2150

www.rmlegal.com.au

Stop Paying Too Much!!

GCHEMIST

WAREHOUSIE

DISCOUNT
CHEMIST

DR DOMIT AZAR L
Specialist Eye SurgeonsNSS =

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Di
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery
Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking

L ) IS5 up o (st
Phone (02) 97]8 3449

Slight Centre Skin Clinic
=X FREE CONSULT &
' ' INTRODUCTORY SKIN TREATMENT
Specialising In:
Acne. Pigmentation. Redness.
Anti-ageing. Slimming. Detox.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
8/83 George Street
Parramatta, 2150

SiohffCentre i,

Amanda Dib




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 21 August: 15th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Moussa Youssef Nader from Soudan
11:00am 1 Year Hamid George Masri from Zgharta

2:00pm Maronite College of the Holy Family — First Holy
Communion (Group 2)

40 Day Mariam Daoud Lattouf Widow of the late
Kamille Roumanos Lattouf from Karm Saddeh

40 Day Hawa Hanna Gettany from Zgharta widow of
the late Mehrez Michael Kostantine from Kfarsghab
St Patrick’s Guildford

6:00pm Janette Gerges Assaf widow of the late Boutros Maged
from Mazraat El Toufah (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 27 August:

6:00pm Living and Departed of Kfarsghab for the Feast of St
Awtel offered by Kfarsghab Association

Sunday 28 August:16th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Violette Nakhoul Noujeim from Rachine
11:00am 40 Day Chmoune Roumanos Nouh Sakr widow of the
late Jalil Tansa Eid from Hadchit

5:00pm 40 Day Chahid Sattout from Zgharta

St Patrick’s Guildford

6:00pm One Year Habka Sfeir widow of the late Antoine Sala-
meh from Hadath El Jebbeh

5:00pm

7:00pm
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will firstly participate in a session with the relics.

Way of Mercy: Visitation of the Relic of St Mary MacKillop and Letter of Blessed Mother Teresa
On Wednesday 24th August 2016, Maronite College of the Holy Family, Parramatta will host the relics of
St Mary MacKillop and an original letter of Blessed Mother Teresa from 12pm — 3pm. Students of the College

commencing at 2pm to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral for an hour of prayer where the
wider community are invited to attend. For further enquiries please contact the College on 9633 6600.

This will be followed by a procession of the relics

Give an Extra Hour to God
Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy fortnightly
10.30am - 11.30am to help our children participate in the Sunday Liturgy of the
Word. Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

“The Bible Project” Notice of Break

SEPT 2016 |
will resume on Thursday the 15th of September
OLOL Youth Grand Ball

AUG 2016 The English Faith Formation Silent Retreat
“Prudence: The Overlooked Virtue” led by Fr Yuhana Azize
Fri 26 Aug 2016 - Sun 28 Aug 2016 at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre
Cost: $230 p.p.(incl. Accommodation & food) To book: Joe Chiha 0400444999

SEPT 2016 I
Fri 30 September 2016 at 7pm (October long weekend)
Venue: Clarence House - The Lemnos. 42 Albert Street, Belmore
Cost: $100 a ticket. $90 Early Bird Special (ends 4th September)
Incl. Entertainment, 4 course fine dining meals, soft drinks, beer & wine.
Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771, Kristy Gerges 0406 888 036

SEPT 2016 Soccer Tournament (held every Tuesday!)
Mon 12 September 2016 at 7pm in CYPC (recreation area)
To register, contact Charbel 0411726465

Theme: Formal Attire. All proceeds will go to the 'Grotto Project'.
If you would like to sponsor the event, please contact
John-Claude Tadros 0422 643 203 or Fr Raphael 0401 627 777

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays 4-6pm contact AJ 0415241514

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESAN NOTICES

[ AuG 2016 | Optimal Health Hour
with Leeann Gardner & special guest Nutan Srivastava
Mon 29 August at 10am & 7pm in Mary Mackillop Room g.vll CYPC)
Metabolic Adjustment, Nutrition, WEI%-ht Management & overall
Optimal Health plus a FREE CELLULAR AGE CHECK!
Please SMS your preferred time to Leeann on 0410770984
All are welcome. Free of charge.

MARONITE

LOCT 2016 | The Diocesan Faith & Light Committee invites you to the
celebration of the First Holy Communion for People with Special
Needscelebrated by His Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Sun 30 October 2016 at Zﬁm at St Joseph’s Church, Croydon
For families with special needs children,
Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010 before 30 September 2016

SERVICES

MaroniteCare is seeking to employ a Psychologist/Counsellor to work from its offices in Harris Park.
The employment may be on a full-time or part-time arrangement. For more information or to apply,
please contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 8831 0006 or 0477 008 787 or email on danny@maronitecare.org.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

, be held secureIX in Your Loving embrace for all etermt\g especially those we Prazy for:
70 (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, All Priests, All Bishops, All Nuns, Paul Abdo Abi Zeid ’\%) Raymous & Hanneh
. Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Anne Boulos (C) Jamil Chidiac and his wife and their daughter Karimeh (D) Milad Daher (E) Hanna
g Asaad E| Chidiac & his parents and siblings, Manoush Eid (F) lbrahim Hanna Fakhry & Faml(ljy, Assaf Nader Fares & his parents and siblings, Nader Fares
Watfa Fares, Fares Fares, Roumanos Fares, Assaf Fares, Raymond Fares, Wadeh Fares, Waded Fares (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen Geo(rige, Maj|d
George, Youssef Salim El KhourY]Gebra.eI, Dib Ghannoum, Hanni Ghannoum, Youssef Ghannoum (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis
| Jamil 'Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad %) () mf Karam Antonios Karam (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa , Boutros & Marie Lichaa and the baby Youssef
Lichaa, Lost Souls, (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Lichaa
Malkoun, Fayez & Hend Melhem, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Marmah Moses, Deceased of Moses Family, Hamid George Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroun, Moussa & his wife Marie, Assad Gerges Mouawad & his late parents and late siblings (NFg Jamil Ndaira, Yasmine Ndaira, Badwi Ndaira, Hasna
Ndaira, Moses Narkhle (O) (P) (Q) (F}) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rah-
me, Elie Saba Rahme, Saoud Youssef Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matjlda Abboud Sadek, Assia Said Sahyoun and his wife, Antoun

Sarkis (T) Kamel & Ghorra Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Gerges Tohme and Latife Francis Tohme, Youssef Habib Daher Touk (U) (V) (W) (¥) (2)
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