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THE BRANSFIGURATION

F OUR LORD

Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in
letters on stone tablets, came in glory so
that the people of Israel could not gaze at
Moses’ face because of the glory of his face,
a glory now set aside, how much more will
the ministry of the Spirit come in glory? For
if there was glory in the ministry of
condemnation, much more does the
ministry of justification abound in glory!
Indeed, what once had glory has lost its
glory because of the greater glory; for if
what was set aside came through glory,
much more has the permanent come in

glory!

And Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you,
there are some standing here who will not
taste death until they see that the kingdom
of God has come with power.”

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and
James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, | NextSunday’s Readings

one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did Since, then, we have such a hope, we act
not know what to say, for they were with great boldness, not like Moses, who
terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, 1Thess 2:1-13 put a veil over his face to keep the people of
and from the cloud there came a voice, Ltk 10: 38-42 Israel from gazing at the end of the glory
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” that was being set aside. But their minds

Mk 9:1-7 were hardened. Indeed, to this very day,

when they hear the reading of the old
covenant, that same veil is still there, since

Loving Father foundatiom: only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this
open our and hearts to your very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies
being sown in us. over their minds; but when one turns to the
We pray for the grace to grow and be Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is
in the Word of God. Let us not be the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord
afraid to stand up for what is : s __ | is, thereis freedom.
on e relationship 2Cor 3: 7-17
Tuesday 9 August 16 is Census night!
3 When colr'npletin'g‘Cer!sus Question 19 on Feast Week Continues...
RELIGION”, by writing in the space provided
under “Other (please specify)” the words Parish BBQ & Festival Night
“MARONITE CATHOLIC”, as follows:
’ Saturday 13 August at 7pm
DO ﬂ&ﬁﬂ{]{ THIS BOX CarrY You p

Family/Fersen Mass & Fun Day
Sunday 14 August from 9:30am - 2pm

+ Remember o mark fe box e is: =

Feast Day Mass & H'’rissi

<
L turmo ll. Monday 15 August at 7pm
for full program visit www.olol.org.au

or find at church doors.

KINDLY WRITE “MARONITE CATHOLIC” IN THIS BOX

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the words A fromWorld Youth Day
SEEDS THAT QUIETLY GROW H#BEMERCIFUL #KRAKOW2016

Welcome to the feast of the World Youth Day 2016 has now

| Transfiguration, where Jesus is officially ended. The photo that real-
8 cvealed in sple,ndid glory ly stood out for me was Pope Francis

- : inviting youth onto his ‘popemobile’,
Alongside him appear Moses

E. ‘ a nun doing sand art, a cross being
| representing the Law, and Elijah rep- | raised during Stations of the Cross,

! resenting the Prophets. Jesus is the | photos that you can show to people
= fulfilment of the Law and Prophets

4 who think the Catholic Church is dy-
& as found in the Hebrew Scriptures ing, solidarity and fraternity be-
8 (Old Testament).

¢« = tween bishops of different countries

/ and the light of a million candles

. , . p— = || that illuminated a dark park and the
oy T ) Paqu,Jln todsy S readkln.g, focu;esf NOt  pope praying at the death wall in a concentration camp...

onthe Transfiguration of Jesus, but speaks instead of an | encountered quite a lot this week. That the polish live in

gnveiling 2 t_h_at we may jcruly see. Through the Holy Spir- simplicity, they're humble and fit. Never walked that much in my
it we are glorified and all is revealed to us. We come to life! Now | see why Saint JP2 loved to climb mountains. They never
know Christ and who we are in God. stop moving! And it's hardly by car. The Polish walk or bike every-

L ) L . where, while back home | drive just around the corner for some-
Our entire journey is meant to be a transforming in Christ. thing simple.

We are to be the g'orY of GIOd and_ t(_) reﬂect.the.bril‘liar!t It was fun to figure out what each foreigner was trying to say (most
light of hope. Paul writes, ‘to administer saving justice is  of the time we just laughed at each other), the sausage/ice cream/
far richer in glory’v9. This is the unveiling in the Spirit, to  cheese is nothing compared to what | have back home... | am also

know and become Christ’s mercy and love. sick of cheese, please no more! Also blue slurpies taste amazing. It
was awesome to hear other people's testimonies, like the girl from
Transfiguration is a glorious growth into a person that Syria who has watched friends die but still has her faith cemented
reflects light, love and life to one and all. Moses’ face in Christ.
radiated light. In Jesus’ transfiguration, ‘his face was | encountered what being with 3 million people feels like. Going to
changed and his clothing became sparkling white’ (Lk be honest, but it was exhausting because they shut down nearly all
9:29). the streets, and public transport was hard to come by which
means hours of walking to places. No regrets though. | can now say
Transfiguration shows how very much we can reflect | have walked through the streets where Saint JP2 resided.
God’s image, an image that is full of light and awe World Youth Day 2016 has made me feel a part of a huge family
inspiring. We pray to be transformed in our lives so that  that is chasing the same thing - Jesus. Sometimes it gets lonely, but
the light of God shines forth from us. Amen events like these either reignite your faith or adds wood to the fire.
I truly enjoyed my time at Krakéw for WYD and will never forget it.
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Emily Dib

The Servant’ s Word,
“HE WILL SURPRISE YOU!”

Brothers and Sisters, : "
This week we celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord, the feast through

which he reveals the mystery of his divinity to his disciples and also to us. Through his
transfiguration, our Lord Jesus Christ, the radiant light beyond all description, confirms
them and us in the true faith, manifesting his glory. In the passages prior, Jesus’
foretelling of his passion submerged the disciples into a deep crisis. An air of confusion B =
descended upon them in the knowledge that the person whom they believed to be the #
Messiah they were awaiting would be condemned to die on the cross. However, the Lord '
of surprises, as usual, transfigured in all his glory helping them to overcome the trauma
of the cross. Further, he transfigured with the two great authorities of the Old
Testament, Moses and Elijah. Moses is a representation of the Law and Elijah a
representation of the prophets, to further confirm that Jesus fulfils the prophecies of old.

This element of surprise was also the focus of Pope Francis last Sunday as he celebrated
Mass with over two million youth from all over the world in Poland on World Youth Day. The Holy Pontiff
exclaimed to the youth to not “be ashamed to bring everything to the Lord in confession, especially your
weaknesses, your struggles and your sins. He will surprise you with his forgiveness and his peace.” He said to
them; “don’t be afraid to say “yes” to him with all your heart, to respond generously and to follow him!” Just
like he surprised the apostles by his transfiguration, he surprises us when we come to him in whichever state that
we are in. He surprises us with the depth of his abundant mercy, compassion and love. He surprises us and
transforms us so that we, like Mary, can become icons of his mercy. When we become icons of his mercy, we
too will be able to transfigure the glory of God in the world.

Feast Week is well and truly upon us! We began our celebrations on Friday with the opening Mass and
procession accompanied by the Novena to Our Lady of Lebanon, rosary and our traditional Maronite fasting and
abstinence. In our tradition, we also abstain from oil during this fast. Everyone has been working very hard
utilising their different talents to transfigure the glory of God through Mary on this feast of her Assumption. We
have many spiritual and social events that we hope you will reap the fruits of, so that you may come closer to the
Lord. | look forward to seeing you at all the events leading up to the Feast which we will celebrate as one family
with our Bishop on Monday 15 August at 7pm. Don’t forget to take a copy of the program if you haven’t already
done so. | am positive that through your participation, “he will surprise you” with the splendour of his mercy,
compassion and love.

Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week

UNDERSTANDING THE WORD OF GOD

M Today, more than ever before, it seems as though everyone has

fl become a theologian or a biblical scholar. There seems to be an

increased amount of lay faithful who believe that they are able to

understand and interpret the Word of God, especially without any

M formal tertiary or further studies in the theological realm and without
' the authority of the Church Magisterium or Episcopal approval.

Take a closer look at the New Testament. It is filled with the life and
| teachings of Christ. As part of His public ministry, Christ taught His fol-
lowers through parables. Yet even then, the Disciples themselves did

W not understand the message that was bemg delivered and they need-
ed an explanatlon It wasn’t until the Feast of Pentecost when they received the Holy Spirit that they were able
to understand more clearly the message of Christ.

Where does that leave us? The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that “the task of giving an authentic
interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its written form or in the form of Tradition, has been entrusted to
the living teaching office of the Church alone,” (CCC85). This does not mean that we are inferior or less important
but the Church with her Bishops, Clergy, Religious and Faithful, follows a hierarchical order. When it comes to
understanding the Word of God, it is the sole duty and responsibility of the Church to do so. Our task, as lay
faithful, is to keep our hearts and minds opened to this interpretation which leads us to the understanding.

But is it difficult to understand the Word of God? Understanding is not so difficult; it is its application that we
constantly struggle with. This is so because if we were to apply what we have understood, then it calls for a
radicalised change on our part. It means that we must now love our enemies and forgive those who hurt us. It
means showing mercy and compassion to them also. It means letting go of EVERYTHING and trusting completely
in God. It means a complete self-emptying and a filling up with everything divine.

So as we learn and grow in our faith, let us remain focused on the teaching of Christ and the authority of the
Church Magisterium in helping us understand the Word of God. This task has been entrusted to them by Christ
Himself; all we need to do is approach it with an open heart and a ready and willing mind. Amen

Seminarian Dory Zaouk

Teews Corner Fa«mg?/ Corner
MARY HOME VISITS WE ILL DO!

Attention all Teens and Teens families!!! Ik [H‘z" - Last Sunday, 35 couples who have
OLOL Maronite Flame Teens is honoured toF i( ) been married for 5 through to 55

introduce to you, Mary Home Visits. It has been years, stood before the altar of our

quiet in the last year or so, but she is back. Lord and renewed their

As a ministry under the Patronage of our Blessed marriage vows.

Mother Mary, it brings us great joy to be able to visit . . . .
— This special celebration began with

the homes of the teenagers and a privilege in ——
meeting their families. It a% so, gives the families an A 9:30am Mass celebrated by Fr. Tony

opportunity to meet some of the dedicated leaders. Sarkis who acknowledged the im-
The evening consists of praying the rosary, before portance of the sacrament of marriage which can be full of

the beautiful statue of Our Lady of Fatima, followed good times and sometimes difficult times. He reminded us
by chantlng of the hymn to our Holy Mother "Ya of Saint Rita of Cascia, patron saint for marriages. St Rita
Oum Allah". was married for 18 years during which she is remembered
for her Christian values as a wife and mother. Through her
constant prayers, affection and patience she obtained
strength to see her through the marital hardships.

Following the homily, all married couples were invited to
stand and renew their vows. This was such an inspiring
moment for all to witness, especially for the children
watching their parents.

Celebrations continued in the hall where Bishop Antoine-
Charbel Tarabay congratulated and blessed all the married

o g couples. Each couple was then presented with a framed
TEENS: It is up to YOU to ask your parents for per- cert?ﬁcate and a peprsonalized canFc’iIe.
mission to have the Mary Home Visits at your house.

PARENTS: Please feel free to contact me for further After the formalities, the couples cut the cake and enjoyed
information if you wish to welcome our group into lunch and dessert as well as the company of all present.

your homes. Like many in attendance at this event, | felt blessed and

%?gr?égs?isor\(ogf ?“eaglisr?:g \t/?reircl-irl\aﬂcaers tg[)%%gdhame honored to witness the love, which so evidently has the
sin viary, Y foundation of Christ, dwelling within their marriages.....
shower upon you and your families always, as she In the words of Pope Francis:

leads us closer to her beloved Son, our Lord Jesus

Christ. “How to live a good marriage? United to the Lord, who
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, please pray for us always renews our love and strengthens it to overcome
and for the Teens Ministry. Amen. every difficulty

AJ Estephan, Teens Coordinator Sonia Baltasar (OLOL Family Committee)




The Ladies at OLOL getting ready for Feast
Week.... God Bless our Grandmothers,

: Mothers, Aunties and all the ladies for giving Iz{:;‘lﬁ? fgllelg‘;:ﬂ:g

FDW celebratmg Sr Rose’s Birthday their time and talent to our Parish. 55 years of marriage.
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moving money for better

DIAL BEFORE )

YOU DIG | =i om:

www.7700.com.au

0/ Protect your loved ones. Specialist Eye Surgeor

pg Make sure your assets end S Diabet e D

" .a. ) . ataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Disease
R the nghts hands. Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,

UHomeLoan Prepare a will today Eyelid Surgery

Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking
PR RPN

Call13 30 90 RM|ILEGAL Phone (02) 9718 3449

Govt charges may apply. Discounted variable & comparison rate for new
Owner Occupier Principal and Interest loans. The comparison rate is
based on a secured loan of $150,000 over the term of 25 years.
WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given &
may not include all fees & charges. Different terms, fees or other loan

Raymond Mawad 02 9687 7000
\ 6 Albion Street, Harris Park, NSW 2150

www.rmlegal.com.au

amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Costs such as
redraw fees or early repayment fees, and cost savings such as fee
waivers, are not included in the comparison rate but may influence the
cost of the loan. Australian Credit Licence 230686. Limited Offer and
Expiring 11:59pm August 7, 2016.

THIS IS SENDING MONEY
TO LOVED ONES

U BANK U




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 7 August: 14th Sunday of the Pentecost-Transfiguration

of Our Lord — St Doumit

8:00am The living and departed of the members of the Sodality

11:00am Living and departed from Mazraat El Toufah offered by
Mazraat El Toufah Association

7:00pm Youth Celebration Mass followed by free Youth BBQ

Monday 8 August: Masses held at: 7:00am, 8:45am

6:00pm Sodality Mass celebrating the 40th Anniversary
followed by a cocktail in the Church Hall

Tuesday 9 August: Masses held at: 7:00am, 8:45am & 6:00pm

10:30am Funeral Lamia Mtanios Abboud from Basloukit widow
of the late Khalil Mourched from Mazraat El Touffah

8:00pm Spiritual Concert “My Church” featuring Momentum
Band at church Hall

Wednesday 10 August: Masses held at: 7:00am, 8:45am & 7pm

5:30pm One Year Youssef Yaacoub Gebrael from Karm El Mohr

8:00pm English Faith Formation Talk “Marian Devotion in the Syro
Malabar Tradition” presented by Bishop Bosco Puthur

Thursday 11 August: Masses held at: 7:00am, 8:45am & 6:00pm

10:30am Seniors, Faith and Light Mass followed by Lunch

8:00pm Adoration

Friday 12 August: Masses held at: 7:00am, 8:45am & 6:00pm

7:30pm Chill out Friday featuring Melhem Barakat Songs

Saturday 13 August: Masses held at: 7:30am & 6:00pm

7:00pm Annual Parish BBQ and Festival Night

Sunday 14 August: 14th Sunday of Pentecost — Eve of the Feast

9:30am Family and Fersan Mass

11:00am Najat Bethani widow of the late Koshaya Khairallah

Bethani from Bekaakafra (died in Lebanon)

Feast of Our Lady of Zgharta offered by Zgharta Association

5:00pm Living and Departed from Miziara

9:00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - Church open all night

Monday 15 August: The Assumption

Masses held at: 8:00am, 9:30am & 11:00am

7:00pm Solemn Mass of the Assumption celebrated by His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay and followed
by H’risse, Lebanese Sweets and Entertainment

2:30pm
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Give an Extra Hour to God
Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy fortnightly
10.30am - 11.30am to help our children participate in the Sunday Liturgy of the
Word. Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

SEPT 2016 Soccer Tournament (held every Tuesday!)
Mon 12 September 2016 at 7pm in CYPC (recreation area)
To register, contact Charbel 0411726465
SEPT 2016 | OLOL Youth Grand Ball

LAUG 2016 | Marian Devotion in the Syro-Malabar Tradition —EFF Talk
Wed 10 August 2016 at 8pm after 7pm English Mass
Presented by Bishop Bosco Puthur

Fri 30 September 2016 at 7pm (October long weekend)
Venue: Clarence House - The Lemnos. 42 Albert Street, Belmore
Cost: $100 a ticket. $90 Early Bird Special (ends 4th September)

[ AUG 2016 | The English Faith Formation Silent Retreat
“Prudence: The Overlooked Virtue” led by Fr Yuhana Azize
Fri 26 Aug 2016 - Sun 28 Aug 2016 at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre
Cost: $230 p.p.(incl. Accommodation & food) To book: Joe Chiha 0400444999

Incl. Entertainment, 4 course fine dining meals, soft drinks, beer & wine.
Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771, Kristy Gerges 0406 888 036
Theme: Formal Attire. All proceeds will go to the 'Grotto Project’'.

If you would like to sponsor the event, please contact
John-Claude Tadros 0422 643 203 or Fr Raphael 0401 627 777

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays 4-6pm contact AJ 0415241514

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
Ll (B ) LS cillalis
oall gl ol dal lias) 4ngs el cgand JS
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Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESA

N NOTICES

AUG 2016 |

FREE Effective Parenting Course - Session 3:
“Challenges of Parenting a Teenager”
Led by Dr Dima Akik
Tue 16 Aug 2016 at OLOL CYPC Either 10am (Arabic) or 7pm (English)

For more details, contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on (02) 8831 0000 or
0477 008 787 or Elie Asmar on (02) 9633 6600

[ OCT 2016 | The Diocesan Faith & Light Committee invites you to the
celebration of the First Holy Communion for People with Special
Needscelebrated by His Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Sun 30 October 2016 at Zﬁm at St Joseph’s Church, Croydon
For families with special needs children,
Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010 before 30 September 2016
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

9 (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, All Priests, All Bishops, All Nuns (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their
son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Anne Boulos (@] ﬁD) (E) (J Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & Fam||y (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George,
Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) (4) (K) Karam
Antonios Karam (L) Mtanios Youssef Lahoud & his wife Hasna (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre') Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa & Malki, Semaan & Kari-
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