Sunday 19 April 2015 Issue 26 www.olol.org.au

i Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a'
idescendant of David - that is my gospel, for:
2l: which | suffer hardship, even to the point of:

! being chained like a criminal. :

But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so
¥ that they may also obtain the salvation that is in';
|: Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. i

{: The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we
i will also live with him; if we endure, we will also
i reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny:
i us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful - for:
'|: he cannot deny himself. :

i Now on that same day two of them were going to a if
ivillage called Emmaus, about seven miles from :
i Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these :
i things that happened. While they were talking an
i discussion, Jesus himself came near and went with :
i them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. :
i And he said to them, “What are you discussing with :
i each other while you walk along?” They stood still ;
i looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was :f|
: Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in :f
i Jerusalem who does not know the things that have :
i taken place there in these days?” He asked them, :
i “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus !
: of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and ;|
iword before God and all the people, and how our “q/
i chief priests and leaders handed him over to be':
i condemned to death and crucified him. But we had !
i hoped that he was the one to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and :
i besides all this, it is now the third day since these i] Next Sunday’s Readings
i things took place. Moreover, some women of our:
i group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this : Heb 13 : 18 - 25 Dear Lord,

2Tim 2:8-13 |

oming s yhen ey g ot s by there | a2 112" | vou sppeared toyour disapies ontherwalk o
i a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of : Emmaus and they did not recognize you. Help us
i those who were with us went to the tomb and found to always see You and recognize the beautiful

IffirJ#?’t as the women had said; but they did not see gifts you give to us each and everyday.

gEhe" he saidf t}? them, bOT how foolish you are,l?nd We often take for granted what is right before
i how slow of heart to believe all that the prophetsi| « ' us, teach us to appreciate the true sacrifice you
i have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah : There's beauty made for us so tF:\zt when our eyes are oper:led

ishould suffer these things and then enter into hisi| evervwhere. " . ,,
iglory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the Yy we can always ask You to “stay with us”.

§ﬁrophﬁts, f'lnle }interpreted to them the things about : There are Amen.
i himself in all the Scriptures. . .
i As they came near the village to which they were | AMAzing tﬁlngS Rita Ghossein

i going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But i
ithey urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us,: fL&l]) pening
i because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly : everywﬁere,
i over.” So he went in to stay with them. .
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, | YOU just have
: blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their| o £, ~50 +
ieyes r\:V((éjref open%d, andhtheyhrecognc;zed himhandhhe§ 0 be able to
i vanished from their sight. They said to each other, !

i “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was : open yf)ur ey?S
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the { and witness it.
i Scriptures to us?”
i That fame hgurhthe¥ goc’? L;]p ar|1d returr&edhtoi Some days,
:Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their '

i companions gathered together. They were saying, : that's harder
i “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to | than others.”
§Simé)n!" dTl;]en LheK té)lg what h;d khappened rc])n the !
i road, and how he had been made known to them in: - - =
{ the breaking of the bread. | ~ sarah McLachlan ~ If you wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
: Luke 24:13 -35' subscribe online at
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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.
A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105
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Light from the word -

TRAVELLING WITH JESUS

s Today’s Gospel, which tells the
story of the personal encounter
with the risen Jesus while

that calls us to examine our
relationship with Christ.

Jesus walks with two people,

* unbeknown to them, who he

{ really is. Yet his presence warms
# them and they invite him to
‘Stay with us’y,9 overnight.

As Jesus spends time with them
they come to experience even
greater warmth, ‘Were not our
hearts burning within us’yz,.

a time of inner peace and

i Their time with God was
i renewed hope in life.

i The walk to Emmaus is a lengthy encounter with Jesus. It
| is a day spent by his side and the outcome is a new

| deeper insight. Time with Jesus never leaves us the way
we are. We all need to find that space and time to spend
i with Jesus, for our own transformation.

i Many of us wallow in our sadness, guilt and failure. We
i lose hope and confidence in life and feel helpless in the
i face of injustice. Yet this Gospel passage tells us

i otherwise. Jesus meets two of the disciples in the very
i midst of their sorrow and darkness. Jesus stays with

| them in their distress and does not leave until the light of |

i hope has dawned on them.

' The Resurrected Jesus is for us an eternal light that

1 dispels our failures and fears. If we are prepared to invite
1 Jesus into our lives, no matter what circumstances we

i face, he will gift us with comfort and knowledge. The

1 God who conquered death did so, in order that we may

E live in the light of joy and love. Amen

]
[ Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF :t'_

walking to Emmaus, is a passage |

St. Geor
23 APRI?.Q/

{ Saint George was a soldier in the army
of the Roman Emperor Diocletian, and
he was one of the Emperor's favourite
soldiers. Diocletian was a pagan and a
! bitter enemy to the Christians. He put to
death every Christian he could find.
George was a brave Christian, a real
soldier of Christ. Without fear, he went
| to the Emperor and sternly scolded him
| for being so cruel. Then he gave up his
position in the Roman army. For this he
was tortured in many terrible ways and
{ finally beheaded. ‘
! Historians have debated over the details
of St. George’s life, but seem to agree
that he was born in Lydda, Syria &
! Palaestina, around 275-285AD, and was ]
v martyred in 303AD. His father was Gerontius, a Greek Christian !
from Cappadocia, and an official in the Roman army; his mother
Polychronia was a Christian from Lydda. i
\ St. George is one of the most venerated saints in the Catholic |
\ Church (Latin and Eastern), Anglican, Orthodox, East Syrian, and |
Miaphysite Churches. He is immortalized in the myth of Saint |
George and the Dragon and is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers. |
! His memorial, St. George's Day, is celebrated on 23 April, and he |
Vis regarded as one of the most prominent military saints. Many !
patronages of Saint George exist around the world, including !
countries and cities as well as the Scout Movement, in addition !
' to a wide range of professions, organizations, and disease !
v sufferers. !
Pictures of St. George usually show him killing a dragon to .
rescue a beautiful lady. The dragon stands for wickedness. The |
lady stands for God's holy truth. St. George was a brave martyr |
{ who was victorious over the devil. We all have some "dragon” |
{ we have to conquer. It might be pride, or anger, or laziness, or |
greediness, or something else. Let us make sure we fight against |
these "dragons", with God's help. Then we can call ourselves !
! real soldiers of Christ... !

(Excerpts taken from Catholic Online) !

Shepherd’s Corner - The Dinner Table

Sisters and Brothers,

table! How important is this dinner table then?

we need to have unity in our families.

and mothers-in-law to this wonderful celebration. Details

As we continue our journey in this Glorious Season experiencing the radiant
light of the Resurrection in our lives we stop at a very important station in our
Liturgical and Scriptural life — The Emmaus Story. St Margaret and Nehme have
beautifully reflected on this story in their articles but one aspect of this story
that continually intrigues me year after year is the foIIowin%

he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and
to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.” The
disciples, who had not recognised Jesus at all during the long trip to Emmaus,
recognised him at the dinner table. Their eyes were opened at the dinner

The dinner table is extremely important as it represents the family! Through the gift of the family the eyes of our children
are opened to our faith. Through the family, our eyes are opened to the love that we have for each other and the abundant
love that stems from our heavenly father. The family is the heart of our lives. It is the foundation in which everything in this
world revolves around. And like soil, if you look after it, then it will produce good fruits which will nourish our society.

When a man and a woman are joined together in marriage the unity of the two into one makes the new unity a reflection
of the unity of the Holy Trinity, and the unity of Christ and the Church. For the family of many persons united in one truth
and love is indeed the created manifestation of the one family of God’s Kingdom, and of God himself, the blessed Trinity. A
family united together in the love of God and of one another is a good example for others. If we want a unified world then

As you are all aware, Pope Francis is emphasising the place and role of the family through the Synod which began in
October last year and will finish in October this year. At a local level, Bishop Antoine-Charbel dedicated the Friday Sermons
during Lent to the family also. For the next few weeks | will also be focusing on the various aspects of the family in this
corner. | pray that together we can continue to learn just how important the family is.

On the 17th May our parish will be honouring a very important member of our families — our beloved Mothers. This year
we will be celebrating Mother’s day one week after the official dal/)

personal level. The 11 o’clock Mass on this day will be celebrated
we have organised a function in the Church Hall. | ask you all to bring your mothers, grandmothers, great grandmothers

and all our social media sources. To book, please see one of the committee leaders or call the main office. All proceeds
from this event will go towards the building of the new presbytery. Your support is much appreciated.

passage: “When
roke it, and gave it

to allow each family to celebrate this beautiful day at a
y His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel. After the Mass

can be found in the announcements section of the newsletter

Fr Tony Sarkis
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The story of Road to
Emmaus is perhaps the
most beautifully told story
in all the gospels. The rich
sense of details touches
our hearts in a very pro-
found way and adds to the
suspense of this unique
and intimate meeting
between Jesus and the
disciples.

: This story is also a spiritual treasure. How many retreats and
| prayer nights and spiritual direction sessions have stemmed
: from this account? How many times have we urged and

| prayed and said: “Stay with us Lord”?

|The Theme
: Many themes can be drawn from this account, but | have
| always been fascinated by the theme of visitation, invitation,
‘and response. In this story unlike other stories in Luke’s
Igospel Jesus seems to come “uninvited” to share a meal
- with the dlsaples Cleopas echoes this by calling him a
I”stranger or “visitor” to “Jerusalem” (25:18). Yet the irony
I is evident. The divine “stranger” seems to know Jerusalem
- and the events that occurred more than them, as he rebukes
| them because they are “foolish” and “slow of heart” to
- believe (25:25).
| Yet for Luke, Jesus can only perform when he is “invited”,
*hence as they draw near they “urge” him and invite him.
I Now the tables, so to speak, are turned. The guest is now
- host as he so often is; and the hosts (disciples) who accepted
him on the road, now become the “invited” ones.

| I watched the new movie, Cinderella, this week with my siblings. It wasn’t a typical Hollywood
:movie and it contained many beautiful messages for Catholics.

- Message 1: The movie had the recurring theme of kindness and courage.

I This isn’t new to Disney movies, but it was refreshing. In Cinderella’s world, we would have
Ifound it hard to be kind. Her stepmother and stepsisters were rude to her, they mocked her,

! called her names and treated her as a slave in her own house. Jesus himself was mocked and
| ridiculed. Often our reaction to this kind of treatment is to lash out and become the hero that
- everyone in today’s society expects — the feisty and sarcastic person that ‘fights back’. Instead,
| Cinderella treated them with kindness. Not once did she lose her temper or treat them as they
- treated her. She did what Jesus taught, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.”
16:31). Cinderella kept reminding herself, ‘have courage, and be kind’. What a thing to teach kids!

| Message 2: Like Christ, our suffering is not in vain, it takes us to a better place.

- At one point, Cinderella runs away into the woods because it is all too much for her. There she
- meets the prince, who instantly takes a liking to her. This reminds us our suffering often brings

Buwrning Hearty - THE STORY OF EMMAUS

Our Story |
This is the story of each of us. We are the unnamed disciple. :
Oftentimes our faces are downcast as suffering, |
disappointments and perhaps depression overcomes us.

This world confuses us and our sin alienates us and we feel I
that ‘no one understands’. This could be because of a bro-
ken heart or a broken dream, a disappointment or hurt from .
a close friend or family member. Even God seems to be '
silent. ‘Where are you Lord?’ we often say, as we feel
abandoned. We feel he is walking with us. |
But this story is one of hope in the risen Lord, who is at the
heart of our suffering consoling us and listening to us, but |
never imposing himself on us. Luke, wants to make this clear :
when he says that as they approached the village Jesus pre-
tends to “keep going further” but they “urge him” to stay.
How beautiful is Jesus, who wants us to ask him to stay
because he doesn’t want to ‘burden’ us with his presence.
This is LOVE. A loves that is not possessive. A love builton -
FREEDOM as he continues to knock on the doors of our I
hearts though his word ‘the bible’, waiting for us to choose

to open. [
Scripture, the word of God and Eucharist are at the core of
our faith. It is only when we “respond” to the seeds panted |
by the ‘words of Jesus’ and share in the “breaking of the
bread” (25:35) that we truly recognise him and love him. I

This is the time when, Jesus “invites” each of us, to be |
transformed, ready to go out on mission. The question :
remains; will we recognise and invite him in?

Nehme Khattar |

Share in the joy of the Gospel. Visit www.burninghearts.co |
a blog with regular reflections & articles by Nehme Khattar. -

Cinderella- A Chwistion Family Movie

(Luke
T\

(INDERELLA \&

| us to a happier place in life. Even though we don’t detect it at the time, we are reminded that there is always a light at the |
- end of the tunnel. Christ suffering on the Cross was not in vain, it lead to the Resurrection and to eternal life.

! Message 3: “I forgive you”

iAfter Cinderella is freed from her prison home and while walking hand in hand with the new king, Cinderella turns to her

: stepmother (who is glaring at her from inside) and utters the powerful Christian words “I forgive you”. In previous versions |
I of Cinderella the stepmother and stepsisters are punished. This version completely changes that and teaches an invaluable -

- lesson. Forgiveness. After all the unbearable things Cinderella experiences, she keeps to her true self and we remember I
| Christ’s words, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing" (Luke 23:34). Will you remain kind to

| i those who persecute you?
: Message 4 — Christ is always seeking us

- The Prince did whatever it took to find Cinderella. He didn’t care that she wasn’t a noble, he certainly didn’t care if she
|was a slave or poor. When he found her locked away in her home and in her dirty tattered dress, he saw right through that |
:and instead he embraced her warmly. He loved her with all of his heart. He sought her not for the benefit of the kingdom I
| or out of pity, but out of pure and complete love. It is a reminder that Christ Himself seeks us. He seeks us because He
- loves us. He will do whatever it takes to reach us, even if we are poor, broken, trapped or trodden on. |

- Parents, | encourage you to take your kids to see Cinderella. Talk to them about its Christian values and give them

| messages that will stay with them a lifetime.

i
Emily Dib |



Lawyers Guild Talk by Judge Brian Sully WhICh was held on 15 April in T
our Cathedral Hall.

Our Teens enjoyed their spiritual camp at Saint Joseph’s Conference Centre
in Bringelly as they reflected on the topic “The Power of the Cross”

L P

Recently, we had a group of Vincentians gather together for
Toolkit Training.

This training is invaluable as it includes information on all the
resources we need to have on hand when we go out on our home
visits.

Kate School was our trainer and our new Executive Officer Susan
Goldie attended as well as other Vincentians from other areas
such as Kellyville, Blacktown, Hornsby and our very own OLOL
group: Arthur Frome, Antoine Semrani, Youssef Georges,
Christina Maksisi and President Kim Moussa.

We are very blessed to have such caring individuals who go out
to meet Jesus in our neighbour and we hope to have many more
training sessions at our Parish.

If you would like to join our group and go out on regular home
visits please contact Kim Moussa on 0424 658 190.

e
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CATERING AND EVENTS

GEORGEKHOUZAME “THE GRANNY FLAT

[ 0 - SPECIALIST"
EST SYDNEY 1985 02 9796 4444 | 0404 944 4445
2-10 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW.
private events weddings corporate events elie@thebellevue.comzou

www.thebellevue.com.au

PHONE. 02 8798 9858
WWWAMESCORPCOM.AU

Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more.

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM




THIRD SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION 19 April

8:00am 40 Day Boulos Nehme Esber from Kfersghab

11:00am 1 Year Joanne Raymond Younan from Wadi
Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Samia Zeidan from Ein Zhalta wife of Salem
Chamoun from Zahle (died in Lebanon)

7:00pm 40 Day Michel Nasr from Keb-Elias

Saturday 25 April
6:00pm 1 Year Antonios Hanna Nassif Ishac from Karm El Moher

FOURTH SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION 26 April
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8:00am 1 Year Morris Mansour Alwan from Ayto sl e (lsle jpeaie uyse assyall 2l 8.00
5.00pm Mass for the living and faithful departed from Bazoun. Lmaall 4038 e 3 3ol Clgals elal ds e Ll 5.00
Maronite

The gift of understanding
508 ) ) ae Aall dnge
FDW Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Sister Rose Therese
Tues 21st April 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

Maronite Services

Family Brunches
After 9.30am Sunday Masses
3May 2015 - 21June 2015 -1August 2015 - 110October 2015 -
6December 2015 - 31January 2016

. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre open 10am — 10pm  _ _
for Youth 18 & over. Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm

. English Faith Discussion Nights
22 April - Andrew Woods -"Temptation, Just Do It"
6 May - Madeleine Vella - “Discovering your call to Sanctity”
Wednesday'’s at 8.00pm After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC

&

< ¢
On Sunday, August 162015 at
9.30am, Our Lady of Lebanon family

If you fall into this category, please
SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502
o register your names, so reserved
seating and a special gift can be
arranged for you on the day.
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE
ON SUNDAY, JULY 26%, 2015.

committee is organising a special mass
for the renewal of marriage vows. It
will include a special recognition of
couples celebrating 5, 10, 15, 20, 25..
years of marriage in 2015.

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to individuals
and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas of specialisation
include relationship difficulties, family/parenting and the treatment of

Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

ARISE - Australian Maronite Youth Convention

24th to the 26th of July 2015 - Stanwell Tops
Youth from all around the Maronite Eparchy, including Melbourne,
_Adelaide and Brisbane, are invited to share in the ARISE Event- our
inaugural Australian Maronite Youth Convention. The Convention will

include renowned major speakers, en%agmg workshops, various

youth-centred discussions, Mass, Adoration and a range of exciting
outdoor activities. We hope to strengthen our friendships and renew
our Faith to%ether as one youth. Accom and all meals included. Early
bird registrations now open at $180 until the end of May. To register
and fér more information, please contact your parish coordinators.

Our Jady of Jebanon
Co Cathedral
40 Alice St. Harris Park 2150

May 17, 2015 @ 11 am
For Tickets Call
02 9689 2899

$40 * Adults
$25 *5-15 Years old

Free * 5 & Under

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

7t PN

03 OUR LADY OF LEBANON
¢ ANNUAL GALA

PROCEEDS FOR THE
COMMUNITY, YOUTH &

PASTORAL CENTRE
FOR TICKETS, & SPONSORSHIP
Catues | OPPORTUNITIES CONTACT THE
T PARISH OFFICE ON 9689 2899 OR

SEE OUR WEBSITE 1
WWW.OLOL.ORG.AU B 2

Mother’'s Day
Mass & Function
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eterni-
ty especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Maroun & Dibeh Bou-
melhem, Father Hanna Boumelhem, Fadwa & Ramza Boumelhem, Elias Boumelhem Elias Bechara (C) (D) g) (F) Layla Faddoul, Ma-
ma & Salma Fahed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majld George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Youssef & Layla
Gittany (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Jose gh Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Leila Ishac (K) Naim & George
¥ Khattar, Salim & Jamal Khaissi, Hanneh & Youssef & Mary Kabboura (J) Elias & Mariam Jahjah (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie,
Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha, Peter & Mary Lichaa (MLAnthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses
Elias Barbar Moussa Boutros & Johra Moussa John Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his

= | wife Jamile (N)Jamll Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, Abed Almassih Naoum (R) Milia Bou Raldan Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Ray-
mond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme LS) Dib Youssef Saliba, Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Joseph John Saad & his wife Marie, Souls in Purgatory, Soultane Salhab, Louis Soukri (T) (W) Jamil & Barbara Wehbe
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