Sunday 12 April 2015

A week later his disciples were again in the
i house, and Thomas was with them.

i Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and

i stood among them and said, “Peace be with
iyou.”

i Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here
:and see my hands. Reach out your hand and

i put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”

i Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my

i God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed

i because you have seen me? Blessed are those
i who have not seen and yet have come to

i believe.”

i Now Jesus did many other signs in the

i presence of his disciples, which are not written

{in this book.

i But these are written so that you may come to

i believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of

i God, and that through believing you may have

i life in his name.

JN20:26-31;

Issue 25

Next Sunday’s Readings:

2Tim 2:8-13
Lk 24:13-35

.............................................................

FEAST OF
DIVINE MERCY

Heavenly Father, | am your humble servant, |
come before you toda?/ in need to strengthen
my faith.

| pray to live the faith | profess
and trust your promise of eternal life.

God our Father,
you conquer the darkness of ignorance
by the light of your Word.
Strengthen within my heart
the faith you have given me,
let not temptation ever quench the fire
that your love has kindled within me.

| ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN

Pascale T. Khattar

Opening prayer
(2.45pm)
&

Holy Mass
(5:00pm)

If you wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
subscribe online at

www.olol.org.au

..........................................................................................................

i Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we':
itry to persuade others; but we ourselves are:
iwell known to God, and | hope that we are:
also well known to your consciences. We are'
not commending ourselves to you again, but
giving you an opportunity to boast about us, :
so that you may be able to answer those who i
boast in outward appearance and not in the
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for:
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. :
For the love of Christ urges us on, because
iwe are convinced that one has died for all;
i therefore all have died. And he died for all, so :
i that those who live might live no longer for:
ithemselves, but for him who died and was
i raised for them.
:From now on, therefore, we regard no one
: from a human point of view; even though we :
ionce knew Christ from a human point of:
i view, we know him no longer in that way. So';
:if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: ;
ieverything old has passed away; see,:
i everything has become new!
¢ All this is from God, who reconciled us to'

i i himself through Christ, and has given us the
i iministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ:
i i God was reconciling the world to himself, not :
i icounting their trespasses against them, and:
i i entrusting the message of reconciliation to':
iius. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since:
:1God is making his appeal through us; we:
i i entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled :
iito God. For our sake he made him to be sin

iwho knew no sin, so that in him we might:
: become the righteousness of God.
: 2 Cor 5:11-21;

“Faith is to believe what you do
not see; the reward of this faith is
to see what you believe ”

~St. Augustine ~

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.
A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




Light from the word — TO BELIEVE ST. BERNADETTE SOUBIROUS - April 16

St. Bernadette Soubirous was
born on January 7th, 1844 into a :
loving and devoted famlly ina |
smalltown of Lourdes. At :
baptism she was given the name |
Marie-Bernard, but since early -
childhood everyone called her |
“Bernadette.” .

The Soubirous family was
relatively prosperous; however, :
due to a series of misfortunes, |

. In the following Sundays the Gospels will focus on the
i Resurrection appearances. This week focus is on Thomas’
i doubt making way for faith. The power of belief takes
icentre stage.

i In the short Gospel passage, the invitation to believe in
iJesus and the truth of life after death is top priority.
1Jesus says to Thomas, ‘Do not doubt but believe’v27.

1 Again Jesus questions, ‘Have you believed’v29 and
1follows this through with, ‘Blessed are those who have c ] >

! the entire family of six, the

1 not seen and yet have come to believe’v29. Finally, John if . C
! AP : ! ather, mother and four children (Bernadette being the eldest,
}ends the passage with, ‘But these are written so that you ' Toinette, Jean-Marie and Justin) were plunged into dire poverty. !

| may come to believe'v31. They were forced to live in unsanitary prison-like conditions. |
'So why is belief in Jesus ‘the Messiah, the Son of God’v31 : Francisco and Louise accepted all types of jobs in order to .
'so important? | provide daily bread for the children. Despite their material |

| * deprivations, the family remained loving and devoted to each

|| recently watched the film, ‘Theory of everything’ based | other. I
1on the life of perhaps the greatest living scientist, Due to poverty and lack of education, Bernadette, at 14 years of -
| Stephen Hawking. Although a professed atheist, he does ! age, was the only girl of that age in Lourdes who had notyet |
1 say that in studying the ever expanding universe which :

i recellv%dtl:rirst Ht?ll'y Cdoqunm'l[mion. %ut seei%g how v'vellfsheth

| Ay . X worked, they obliged her to spend more time caring for the

+has no boundaries, it gives him hope and calls him to rsheep, and this di% not permit her to receive Catecﬁism classes |
1greater understanding. because she was out in the fields working. This hurt her heart

i ., . very much. Thus, she was intellectually ignorant of concepts |
' In Hawking’s own way, and in our own personal ways, | such as the Immaculate Conception, which were soon to have a :
rwe come to a realisation that there is an unlimited s great impact on her life. |
| possibility out there, an all pervading intriguing power  { One Thursday, February 11, 1858, when she was sent with her
''that sustains the universe. That is belief. t Xounger sister and a friend to gather firewood, a very beautiful |
! . . . . ! ady appeared to her above a rose bush in a grotto called :
| The Gospel invites us to name this belief as Jesus Christ, { Massabielle. The beautiful Lady was God's Mother, the Blessed |

i whose extraordinary life and captivating love offersus | Virgin Mary. She appeared to Bernadette seventeen other times :
endless possibilities and *and spoke with her. She told Bernadette that she should pray
welcomes us into a f ?]lnners, do penance and have a chapel built there in her

larger perspective of life o our !
ang thg unﬁ/ers\el giftsl us | Many people did not believe Bernadette when she spoke of her :

ith boundless h d v vision. She had to suffer much. But one day Our Lady told |
with boundless hope and y Bernadette to dlﬁ in the mud. As she did, a spring of water

— offers us eternal love.  rbegan to flow. The next day it continued to grow larger and |

Amen. larger. Many miracles happened when Eeop e began to use this :

¢ water. Today at the famous “Grotto of Lourdes” these miracles |

Sr Margaret Ghosn ) continue.

MSHF :

Charlie Dib |

Shepherd’'s Corner — RENEWAL OF LIFE

We are a people of the Light and as we enter into the mystery of the Resurrection, we are called to be faithful witnesses to
the Light and the Truth that is Jesus Christ. In these times of tribulation and unrest throughout the world, we personally
need to focus on the light of faith, rather than the surrounding darkness. Our light must shine through the darkness of
despair and discouragement, for all to see. When we say “Christ Is Risen” we need to believe this Truth and to proclaim it
from the depth of our hearts, that Christ is TRULY Risen!

Today, as the Church celebrates New Sunday, we reflect upon what the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of the Christ has
meant to us. How has our own life been renewed by our sharing in these Mysteries of the Church? How has our spiritual
life been enriched over these past 7 weeks? This is a time when we are each offered the opportunity, by the Grace of God,
to renew our hearts so that we can become more like Christ.

This is a time when families come to know how important they are as a unit of love, a
‘domestic church’ within our Universal Church. Our parish family here at Our Lady of Lebanon
has been blessed to share in the sorrow, the pain, the death, and finally the glorious
Resurrection of Our Lord, as one family of God. Let us continue to renew our lives and our
hearts in a daily conversion, so that our Faith, Hope, and Love may bring us closer and closer
to the Heart of God.

Also today, we warmly welcome back Monsignor Shora Maree, who has been away in Rome
on Sabbatical leave. May the Lord continue to bless him with grace and wisdom, as he serves
with a generous heart in his priestly ministry among us.

Let us pray on this New Sunday that the Light of the Resurrected Christ will conquer the
darkest corners of the earth, and that all hearts will come to have knowledge of the Way, the
Truth, and the Life that is Christ Jesus our Redeemer! May the Lord bless each and every
member of our parish family, and may you continue to be the salt of the earth and the light of
the world!

Fr Tony Sarkis




Divine Mercy — LOVE OF NEIGHBOUR

: Dear Brothers and Sisters, |

! It is always with great joy that | welcome the feast of Divine Mercy. It is indeed a feast for the entire church, a feast for us
| sinners.

‘1 am compelled to write to you this year about loving those who are unloved- a desire that touches deeply the Heart of Our |
| Lord and is closely intertwined with this special feast. :

|| do not write this as a master of mercy but as someone who struggled to understand the meaning of true love. Allow me I
- to share with you what my parents, spiritual director and confessors have taught me over the years. |

! It is easy to judge the corrupt, prostitutes, murderers, rapists, adulterers, thieves, etc. We find it difficult to see any :
goodness in them. We often forget our own sinfulness and that even “the just man falls seven times ....” (Proverbs 24:16). |
' If we cast our minds back to the scriptures we learn that Our Lord who is the King of kings and the Lord of lords spent more :
itime with such people. For He did not come to call the righteous but the sinners to repentance (Luke 5:32). It isin loving |
- the sinners that we pave our way to heaven. :

| Our Lord was very serious when He asked us not to judge others. None of us truly know what lies in the depth of souls. We I
neither know their weaknesses nor the battles they face. When we look at the lives of saints we see that some of the

| greatest sinners became the greatest saints (take a look at St Augustine’s life ). God’s plan always remains a mystery. It is

- not for us to meddle with it. |

If others reveal their nakedness and weaknesses to us we ought to cover their shame and
make known to them the love of Christ. It is only through the grace of God and acts of |
kindness that a sinner is converted. Judging often causes the sinner to plunge into further
“1darkness. It is better therefore to offer up prayers and sacrifices for these souls rather than I
cast judgements. I

For those of you who are weighed down by sin- today is your day. Put your trust in the Lord
and ask for forgiveness and a change of heart. For nothing is impossible to God (Luke 1:37). |
On this special day not only “your sins and punishment of sins are forgiven but on that day all

A the divine floodgates through which grace flow are opened” — Diary 699.

fl To help us love one another we ought to remember that “each of us is the result of a thought |
of God, each of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us is necessary”-Pope Emeritus .
Benedict XVI.

Paula El-Husseini l

TO ENTER INTO THE MYSTERY

I Below are some excerpts from Pope Francis’ homily for the Easter vigil. A
- very powerful message calling us to enter into the tomb, into mystery of
! God, which leads from death to life.

| “Tonight...The Lord is not sleeping; the Watchman is watching over his
- people (cf. Ps 121:4)...This was a night of vigil for the disciples of Jesus, a
| night of sadness and fear. The men remained locked in the Upper Room.

- Yet, the women went to the tomb at dawn on Sunday to anoint Jesus’

I body. Their hearts were overwhelmed and they were asking

-themselves: “How will we enter? Who will roll back the stone of the

I tomb?” But here was the first sign of the great event: the large stone was

- already rolled back and the tomb was open! “Entering the tomb, they saw a

| young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe..” (Mk 16:5). The
:women were the first to see this great sign, the empty tomb; and they were
I the first to enter...

| “Entering the tomb”. It is good for us... to reflect on the experience of the women, which also speaks to us. For that is why |
- we are here: to enter, to enter into the Mystery which God has accomplished with his vigil of love.

!We cannot live Easter without entering into the mystery. It is not something intellectual, something we only know or read
-about... It is more, much more! |

: “To enter into the MysterY” means the ability to wonder, to contemplate; the ability to listen to the silence and to hear the :
| tiny whisper amid great silence by which God speaks to us (cf 1 Kings 19:12). I

- To enter into the Mystery demands that we not be afraid of reality: that we not be locked into ourselves, that we not flee
' from what we fail to understand, that we not close our eyes to problems or deny them, that we not dismiss our questions. .

| To enter into the Mystery means going beyond our own comfort zone, beyond the laziness and indifference which hold us |
:back, and going out in search of truth, beauty and love. It is seeking a deeper meaning, an answer, and not an easy one, to :
| the questions which challenge our faith.
iTo enter into the Mystery, we need humility, the lowliness to abase ourselves, to come down from the pedestal of our
- which is so proud, of our presumption; the humility not to take ourselves so seriously, recognizing who we really are:

| Creatures with strengths and weaknesses, sinners in need of forgiveness. |

:To enter into the Mystery we need the lowliness that is powerlessness, the renunciation of our idols... in a word, we need
I to adore. Without adoration, we cannot enter into the Mystery. |

| The women who were Jesus’ disciples teach us all of this. They kept watch that night, together with Mary. And she, the |
- Virgin Mother, helped them not to lose faith and hope...They went forth and found the tomb open. And they went :
i in. They had kept watch, they went forth and they entered into the Mystery. |

- May we learn from them to keep watch with God and with Mary our Mother, so that we too may enter into the Mystery
| which leads from death to life.” I

IIIII



FAITH FORMATION

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

Malkoun & Associates
Jason MalkounCA, ATI, RCA, JP

Business Advisors, Accountants, Registered Auditors,
Tax and Superannuation Specialists

T 0286267562
M 0412544833
F 0284580730
E joson@malkounassociates.com.au

Suite 2b, Level 1

1C Grand Avenuve

Rosehill NSW 2142
www.malkounassociates.com.au

GEORGEKHOUZAME

private events weddings corporate events

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM
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Shop 1, 21 23 Grose Street

North Parramatta
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Feasibility Analisys, Constructions Cost Planning, Estimating
Tax Depreciation, Insurance Valuations, Sinking Funds

UZ) 9630 8884
bybeauty.com.au

“THE GRANNY FLAT
SPECIALIST"

RECEPTION CENTRE

=S

02 9796 4444 | 0404 944 4445

2-10 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW.
elie@thebellevue.com.au
www.thebellevue.com.au

PHONE. 02 8798 9858

Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more.
WWWAMESCORPCOM.AU



NEW SUNDAY 12 April
8:00am 1 Year George Youssef Massoud from Mansourieh El Metn

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm  Gerges Salem Haddad from Ein Ebel (died in Lebanon)

Monday 13 April

6:00pm  Maria Boulos Abouzeid wife of Nehme Tannous ElSarraf
Dahdah from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 15 April
5:30pm  Youssef Georges Saba from Mizyara (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 16 April
6:00pm 1 Year Daas lbrahim from Daher Lasine Akkar

Friday 17 April

6:00pm 40 Zakia Rizk Choumar widow of Awtel Constantine from
Kfersghab

Saturday 18 April

6:00pm  Mass for all the living and faithful departed from Zgharteghrin
for the Feast of St George—Zgharteghrin Association

THIRD SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION 19 April

8:00am 40 Day Boulos Nehme Esber from Kfersghab

11:00am 1 Year Joanne Raymond Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Samia Zeidan from Ein Zhalta wife of Salem Chamoun
from Zahle (died in Lebanon)

7:00pm 40 Day Michel Nasr from Keb-Elias
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Maronite:

Maronite Services

The gift of wisdom
Ll hhall 3ol daSall duage
FDW Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Bishop Rabbat
Tues 14th April 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
leralz & Study Centre open 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over. Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm

Family Brunches
After 9.30am Sunday Masses
3May 2015 - 21June 2015 -1August 2015 - 110October 2015 -
6December 2015 - 31January 2016

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to individuals
and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas of specialisation

English Faith Discussion Nights )
6 May - Madeleine Vella - “Discovering your call to Sanctity”
Wednesday’s at 8.00pm After 7.00pni Mass on L1 CYPC

include relationship difficulties, family/parenting and the treatment of
Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Fersen Cinema _
Saturday 18 April 5 -9pm in CYPC .
Cost $10 per child or $35 per family incl. popcorn, & drink.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899

Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.

New Sunday Feast of the Divine Mercy Mass
Opening prayer &.45pm) - Stations of the Cross (3- 4pm) -
Adoration of the Holy Eucharist (4- 5pm) Holy Mass @pm)

For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888

Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

. . Lawyers Guild Talks
ril - Judge Brian Sully - “'So you are a Catholic lawyer. Really?”
ontact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824 for more information.

15

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Faith Formation - "Temptation, Just Do It”
22 April - Andrew Woods from the St John Centre
8pm after the 7pm English Mass.

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

ARISE - Australian Maronite Youth Convention
24th to the 26th of July 2015 - Stanwell Tops
Youth from all around the Maronite Eparchy, including Melbourne,
_Adelaide and Brisbane, are invited to share in the ARISE Event- our
inaugural Australian Maronite Youth Convention. The Convention will
inClude renowned major speakers, en%aglng workshops, various
youth-centred discussions, Mass, Adoration and a range of exciting
outdoor activities. We hope to strengthen our friendships and renew
our Faith tor_%_ether as one youth. Accom and all meals included. Early
bird registrations now open at $180 until the end of May. To register
and for more information, please contact your parish coordinators.

. OUR LADY OF LEBANONE! §
ANNUAL GALA :
]

PROCEEDS FOR THE
COMMUNITY, YOUTH &
PASTORAL CENTRE

FOR TICKETS, & SPONSORSHIP
‘ OPPORTUNITIES CONTACT THE
PARISH OFFICE ON 9689 2899 OR

o —
e

SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.OLOL.ORG.AU
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for

all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(ALAII departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Maroun &
Dibeh Boumelhem, Father Hanna Boumelhem, Fadwa & Ramza Boumelhem, Elias Boumelhem, Elias Bechara (C) (D) (E)
Youssef & Amine El-Hallal and their children, Youssef El-Khouri and his departed Ridah, Said & Moussa Salem, Bernard,
Fahed & Dany El Terrs (F) Layla Faddoul, Mama & Salma Fahed (G) Colleen Madeline Geor ge Helen George Majld George
Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Youssef & Layla Gittany (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad,
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (K) Naim & George Khattar, Salim & Jamal Khaissi, Hanneh & Youssef & Mary Kabboura
¥ ?J) Elias & Mariam Jahjah (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha, Peter & Mary Lichaa
M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John
Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Alichaa & Youssef Malkoun,
= | George Menasse and his departed (N) Jamll Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira (R) Milia Bou Raldan Jamil & Labibi Rouma-
nus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajlha Rahme, Habibe Rizk,
Waradﬂoun Rizk (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Joseph John Saad & his wife Marie, Souls in Purgatory, Boulos Sassine, Soul-
tane Salhab, Souls who do not have anyone to pray for them, Louis Soukri (T) (W) Jamil & Barbara Wehbe, (Y) (2)
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