Sunday 5 April 2015

§When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene,§
:and Mary the mother of James, and Salome!
: bought spices, so that they might go and anoint

 Jesus.

{And very early on the first day of the week, i
: when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.
: They had been saying to one another, “Who will §
 roll away the stone for us from the entrance to

i the tomb?”

: When they looked up, they saw that the stone, :

i which was very large, had already been rolled
i back.

§As they entered the tomb, they saw a young% |
i man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right ; |

i side; and they were alarmed.

i But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you !
tare looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
i crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.
i Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell |
: his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of
Galilee; there you will see him, just as

iyou to
i he told you.”

Issue 24

Next Sunday’s Readings
New Sunday

2Cor 5:11-21
Jn20:26-31

Mk16:1-8'

God of Promise and God of Hope,
who through your great mercy
have granted us new birth
through the Death and the Resurrection of
Our Lord Jesus Christ.
We pray for all who bring your word of life
As a light to those in darkness...
For those who br|n§ your word of peace
To those enslaved by fear...
For those who bring your word of love
To those in need of comfort...
We ask this through Christ our Lord , your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, tor ever and ever. Amen

If you wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
subscribe online at

Christ is
Risen!

And we are
Witnesses to
this!

www.olol.org.au

i Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the :
i dead, how can some of you say there is no'
iresurrection of the dead? If there is no!
iresurrection of the dead, then Christ has not ;
been raised; and if Christ has not been:
raised, then our proclamation has been in:
vain and your faith has been in vain. We are ;
even found to be misrepresenting God,:
because we testified of God that he raised:
Christ — whom he did not raise if it is true:
that the dead are not raised. For if the dead:
are not raised, then Christ has not been:
raised. If Christ has not been raised, your:
i faith is futile and you are still in_your sins.:
i Then those also who have died in Christ have :
Eerl_shed. If for this life only we have hoped in':
i Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. :
iBut in fact Christ has been raised from the:
i dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
iFor since death came through a human:
i being, the resurrection of the dead has also';
i come through a human bemlg; for as all die int
i Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But :
ieach in his own order: Christ the first fruits, :
ithen at his coming those who belong to:
i Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands:
iover the kingdom to God the Father, after he:
ihas destroyed every ruler and every:
i authority and power. For he must reign until ;
i he has put all his enemies under his feet. The :
i last enemy to be destroyed is death.
: 1 Cor 15:12-26':

“And He departed from our sight
that we might return to our heart,
and there find Him. For He
departed, and behold, He is here.”
~St. Augustine”

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.
A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




Light fromtheWord - A NEW LIFE | MARY’S WITNESS TO THE RESURRECTION

There is a deep mystery in the Resurrection narrative of & i‘gg r%’p;.’#ﬂ’géea%?fgg/v‘%fristgﬁog,hoose :
today’s Gospel. No risen Jesus is seen, bl;lt itisasifa between Jesus and Mary after the |
whole new world has appeared and one’s way of living resurrection into their accounts? :
will now have to change radically.

“If the authors of the New Testament l
do not speak of the Mother’s |

Mary Magdalene, Mary mother of James, and Salome, g y )
encounter with her risen Son, this can '

having witnessed the horrific crucifixion of Jesus, / :
approach the tomb with heavy hearts and deep sorrow. gggﬂ%pgvﬂ%gststré‘l/)ggﬁlﬁgvtgggggt that |
It is very early, the dawn, when all are yet still '~ === considered too biased by those who

slumbering. Yet the women most likely had a restless | == denied the Lord’s Resurrection, and |
night, unsettled by the recent death of their loved one.  : therefore not worthy of belief. :

s it | Furthermore, the Gospels report a small number of appearances I
So they approach the tomb only to find it is open! Why : by the risen Jesus an certa/'gly not a complete sunflm%ey of all

would a tomb be left open and unatt_ended?,And on | that happened during the 40 days after Easter. St Paul recglls |
entry, ‘a young man dressed in a white robe’,s says to . that he appeared “to more than 500 brethren at one time” (1
them, ‘Do not be alarmed’,s. It was three very I Cor 15:6). How do we explain the fact that an exceptional event

known to so many is not mentioned by the Evangelists? It is an
coura'geous women who dared enter an open tomb > obvious sign that):)ther appearances 3’ the Riser%7 One were not |
alone! Three very brave women who were prepared to | recorded, although they were among the well-known events

risk their lives to see what had happened to their dear  : that occurred.

friend Jesus. I Indeed, it is legitimate to think that the Mother was robablg/ :
These women had seen a death, had experienced great | the first person to whom the risen Jesus appeared. Could no |

: Mary’s absence from the group of women who went to the
sorrow and grief, and were now confronted by a stranger . tomg at dawn (cff. Mk 16:9- Mfzg:l) indicate that she had

who tells them that Jesus had, ‘been raised; he is not already met Jesus? This inference would also be confirmed by |

here’ . It is not a message the women can fathom. Death : thﬁfact thtaht the first w%ne%seds of the Rgsur_rt%_cfulon,t ?)’/ JJe;sug y |
3 ; ? will, were the women who had rémained faithful at the foot o

was meant to be final. What was happening here: | the’Cross and therefore were more steadfast in faith. :

The women, ‘fled from the tomb, for terror and

; . . [
amazement had seized them’,s. A resurrection, a life that | It seems reasonable to think that Mary, as the image and model :

: of the Church which waits for the Risen One and meets him in

had conquered death, was | the group of disciples during his Easter appearances, had had a |
something that the women and - personal contact with her risen Son, so that she too could :
disciples could not at first fathom. | delight in the fullness of paschal joy. |
Yet very soon, the dawning : Present at Calvary on Good Frida ((7‘7]‘. Jn 19:25) and in the Upper |
awakening of Jesus’ Resurrection, | Room on Pentecost (cf. Acts 1:142j the Blessed Virgin too was :
the knowledge that life is eternal, :probably a privileged witness of Christ’s Resurrection, :

; | completing in this way her parficipation in all the essential |
vano dugﬁltainusl?zgr;]gat‘gtir?g\?v R'gtds - moments of the pasci%lal mystery. :
|

love conquers evil and overcomes !in the Easter season, the Christian community addresses the .
death. That is the joy of the : Mother XJICI tll1e§ Llo,r7qhandtmwtel}5 hl&r to,rejomef' JQuegllv? of heavgn, |

; rejoice. Alleluia!l” Thus it recalls Mary’s joy at Jesus’ Resurrection, !
Resurrection. A blessed Easter to 2 y IA);;

: prolon%ing in time the ‘rejoice’ that thé Angel addressed to her
you all. Amen | at t/}e n/rlwnaa/tvqp, so that she might become a cause of ‘great |
. joy’ for all people. :
Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF ij Y peop St Pope John Paul Il |

Shepherd’s Corner- Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!

The Light of Christ has come into our world to dispel all the darkness, and turn our mourning into dancing! Let us rejoice
and give thanks, for the Lamb of God has paid the ransom for our freedom, for our Redemption! He has conquered death
and sin, and opened the gates of Heaven to all believers. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Light, and we are a people of
light, no longer dwelling in darkness! The days of preparation have led us to this time of rejoicing, for if Jesus Christ had not
died, and risen again, our faith would be in vain.

It has been wonderful, and so encouraging, to see the large numbers of our faithful community gather together as one
family under the banner of Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, during this Holy Week. Your participation in all the Rites of our
Maronite tradition is a sure sign of Faith, Hope and Love growing within our own community, our family of God.

| pray that this community spirit will continue to grow and be nourished in virtue and faith.

These Liturgical feast days could not have been celebrated successfully without the help and cooperation of so many
generous members and friends of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. We thank everyone who assisted in the preparations
and liturgies of this Holy Week, and throughout the Season of Great Lent, as together we offer our lives and services to
glorify our Living God. Special thanks is extended to the Sisters of the Holy Family, the Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers,
the Arabic/English Choir, the ladies who prepared the Altars and flowers on all occasions, the Traffic Controllers and
Crowd Marshals, the Apostles for Holy Thursday, the Altar Servers and Sacristans, the plate collectors, the men who
prepared the tomb for veneration, the photographers, the Bakery Staff and all the men and women who provided
nourishment and refreshments after the Liturgy.

& I would like to also thank our OLOL staff for their
Y cooperation, and of course my brother priests who have

o

led us prayerfully along this spiritual journey to the
glorious Resurrection.

Let us continue to pray for one another’s perseverance in
' faith, so that we may endure along the path of holiness in
imitation of our Risen Lord.

May the Light of the Risen Christ shine upon all families
t Lhis Easter and may our Parish continue to grow in unity of
. W heart.

Fr Tony Sarkis
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Easter 2015 Message of HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ANTOINE ~CHARBEL TARABAY

i Beloved Brothers and Sisters,

‘The glorious feast of Easter is upon us again, bearing once more the glad tidings which, although
- they were first told two thousand years ago in Jerusalem, are always fresh: the news that Christ is
| risen! Truly he is risen!

| After the sufferings, the outrage of the crucifixion, and the darkness of the tomb, a new dawn has
: appeared: the morning of the Resurrection, shining brighter than the sun, calling us all to profess
| that the Lord Jesus has truly suffered, truly been crucified and has truly died ... but also, he has
truly risen! The reality of the Resurrection is cause to celebrate the victory of love over evil, light

| over darkness, grace over sin, and life over death. It is the cornerstone in the edifice of Christian

: life and faith. As St Paul teaches us: “And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith has nothing
I'to it; you are still guilty of your sins.” (1 Corinthians 15:17)

| The Risen Jesus appears to us, victorious over the grave, death, evil and sin, saying to us: “Why are <
you afraid...it is | myself!” These words are echoed through human history from the beginning \
! until today, holding a special place in Holy Scripture, being found in both the Old and New
iTestaments. They reflect the call of love which first appeared in the creation, was renewed in the mystery of the
-incarnation, and reached its pinnacle in the crucifixion of Our Lord, his death and his Resurrection. |
! “Why are you afraid...it is | myself!” The Lord Jesus addresses these words also to us, we the children of the Maronite |
| Eparchy in Australia. In these words we find a new beginning in our spiritual journey of faith. Let us put off the old man, I
-the man of sin, selfishness, arrogance and death, and put on the new man, the man of grace, giving, humility and life. Let

| us leave the old identity and shroud: our shrouds of fear, hesitation, introversion, and even concealment — concealing
:sometimes our Maronite identity and our Christian faith. We can indeed overcome these fears, following the example of .
| Mary Magdalene by kneeling down and saying: “Rabbouni! My teacher!” (John 20:16) ... and then, like her, go quicklyto |
i spread the good news of the Resurrection to all the world. .

- The words of the Lord Jesus: “Why are you afraid...it is | myself!” are especially pertinent today for the children of the

| Eastern Churches, who are persecuted and tortured, especially the Christians of Syria and Irag, who are hated only

- because of their faith in the Lord. On this Feast of the Resurrection, we implore the Risen Lord to strengthen them in their
Ifaith, and to allow them to stay secure in their ancestral lands and churches. We believe that their true witness to the Lord |
- will gain for them the final victory over fear, oppression, and persecution. We ask the Lord to inspire the minds and :
| consciences of the politicians and world leaders, so that they no longer resort to war, and to the killing of the innocent. We

i seek a return to the language of dialogue, to seeking the peaceful resolution of intractable conflicts. On this occasion of :
- Easter, the Church and her people pray for the least and weakest of our brethren, especially children, women and the |
i elderly. We beseech the Lord that he may awaken us all to our responsibilities towards them, so that we might assist and

- encourage them, protecting them from every kind of exploitation and mistreatment. I

!At Easter, we in the Australian Maronite Church live, in our spiritual and pastoral journeys, different dimensions of that |
| hope which finds its wellspring in the Resurrection. The heartbeat of that journey is our active and promising youth, always |
: thirsting for a deeper spirituality and the Word of Life. Today, on this Feast of Easter, we begin preparatory work, planning -
| and readying ourselves, with registration throughout all our parishes, for the First Maronite Youth Convention to be held in |
our Eparchy, between 24 and 26 July 2015. All are called to encourage and assist our youth, especially to accompany them
I with your prayers for the success of the Convention, that it may be fruitful and successful. |

| Beloved, for you | pray, and with you | exalt the Risen Lord Jesus, praising him for his eternal existence in the Eucharistic |
- sacrament. The Risen Christ goes before us leading our journey to a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1), where :
"we shall all be united as one family, children of God the Father in truth and in spirit. |
! Let us then fearlessly follow him through this world which is filled with joy and sadness. Our faces, marked with both |
i smiles and tears reflect the reality of our earthly lives. May our journey with Christ who rose from the tomb be a journey of :
- hope, praise and joy. Amen. Christ is risen! Truly he is risen! |

Easter 2015 - WHAT IS IN IT FOR US?

Each year we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ and every year we reflect on this
Resurrection and then, we seem to forget its meaning or purpose.

The Resurrection of Christ is not an event that comes around once a year and then goes.
The Resurrection of Christ _happens every day. At every Mass, in all Masses around the

world, we celebrate the Life, Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ. Furthermore, we
vocally proclaim this Resurréction at every Mass celebrated, in the Creed and throughout

the Mass.

At its core, the Resurrection is the Good News of Jesus; that love and life can overcome
everything, even death. The Resurrection is also about hope; hope that through Christ and
in Christ, we are able to achieve salvation and that life does not end.

But what does this Resurrection mean to us in our daily lives? It should be focused on this ]
love of Christ and how we, as  proclaimers and believers, live this love in our interaction with ourselves, with others and
with God. It is about having hope that we may, one day, be able to see God face to face and live in His peace and glory.

Therefore, each day should begin with a smile that God loves us endlessly and unceasingly. Our day should begin with
praise and thanksgiving that we, through Christ, have been saved, if we so choose to be saved.

This year, as you come to celebrate the Greatest event in human history, The Resurrection of Christ, come with joy. Allow
the love of Christ to fill you, so that this love may, in turn, radiate to all those around you. Trust in the hope that we will
one day see the Glory of God in its fullness. Amen

Seminarian Dory Zaouk
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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRAL

1A + NEW ZEALAND

Malkoun &5 Associates
Jason MalkounCA, ATI, RCA, JP

Business Advisors, Accountants, Registered Auditors,
Tax and Superannuation Specialists

Suite 2b, Level 1 T 0286267562
1C Grand Avenue M 0412544833
Rosehill NSW 2142 F 0284580730
www.malkounassociates.com.au E jason@malkounassociates.com.au

Thursday
of the
3. Mysteries
M &the
Washing of
the Feet

) |OPCaC

quantity surveyors
project managers

Feasibility Analisys, Constructions Cost Planning, Estimating
Tax Depreciation, Insurance Valuations, Sinking Funds

GEORGEKHOUZAME

private events weddings corporate events

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM

RECEPTION CENTRE |8

02 9796 4444 | O404 944 4448

210 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW 220
elie@thebellevue.com.au
www.thebellevue.com.au

Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more.

Interested in becoming part of our
Newsletter Community Business
Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over 2000  indi-
viduals a week throggh print and online
media.

For $500 you can promote your business on
our Business Networktﬁage for the whole
montn.

y 4
AMESCORP

"THE GRANNY FLAT
SPECIALIST"

PHONE. 02 8798 9858
WWW.AMESCORPCOM.AU



5 April - Sunday of the Resurrection (Easter Sunday)

8:00am  Easter MASS (Arabic)

9:30am  Easter MASS (English)

11:00am Easter MASS (Arabic/English)

5:00pm  Easter MASS (Arabic/English)

7:00pm  Easter MASS (English Vigil for Easter Monday)

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm Easter MASS (Arabic/English)

Easter Monday 6 April (Holy Day of Obligation)
8:00am  Easter MASS (Arabic)

9:30am  Easter MASS (English)

11:00am Easter MASS (Arabic/English)
6:00pm  Easter MASS (Arabic/English)

Tuesday 7 April

10:00am Ibrahim Ghaled from Mazraat El Nahr

Wednesday 8 April

5:30pm 40 Day Joseph Mehsen Abou Halim Jeitani from Zgharta

Thursday 9 April
6:00pm 40 Day Peter Smith from Keb Elias

Friday 10 April

6:00pm 40 Day Robert Youssef Maroun from Kfersghab
Saturday 11 April

6:00pm 1 Year Nehmetallah Moussa from Bann

NEW SUNDAY 12 April

8:00am 1 Year George Youssef Massoud from Mansourat El Metn

9:30am 40 Day Renee Shakir wife of Edward Ziad from Chowayat —
Beirut

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm  Gerges Salem Haddad from Ein Ebel (died in Lebanon)
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Maronite:

Maronite Services

i English Faith Discussion Nights .
8 April - Rob Mourad - “Mary, the Eucharist & the Grace of conversion
6 May - Madeleine Vella - “Discovering your call to Sanctity”
Wednesday’s at 8.00pm After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC

. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
L|braz & Study Centre open 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over. Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm

Fersen Cinema _
Saturday 18 April 5 -9pm in CYPC .
Cost $10 per child or $35 Bler family |ncl.fogcorn & drink.
Contact Christina Maksisi on 0412 568 227

Teens Dinner and Movie Night
Tuesday 7 April from 6pm to 10pm .
Cost $25. Contact Tony Mattar on 0401 364 335 for more info.

Teens Camp - “The Power of the Cross”
10-12 April at St Joseph Conference Centre Bringelly
Cost $170 pp. Contact Tony Mattar on 0401 364 335 for more info.

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to individuals
and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas of specialisation
include relationship difficulties, family/parenting and the treatment of

Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Divine Mercy Novena
Holy Saturdqy (7prr_R1- Easter Sunday (6pm) - Easter Monday (7pm)
ues, Thu, Frid, Sat (7pm) - Wed (6.15pm)

Opening prayer (2.45pm) - Stations of the Cross (3- 4pm) -

New SundaélFeast of the Divine Mercy Mass
Adoration of the Holy Eucharist (4- 5pm) Holy Mass (5pm)

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

. . Lawyers Guild Talks
15 April - Judg\t(a Brian Sully - “So you are a Catholic lawyer. Really?”
ontact Fr'Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824 for more information.

ARISE - Australian Maronite Youth Convention
24th to the 26th of July 2015 - Stanwell Tops
Youth from all around the Maronite Eparchy, including Melbourne,
_Adelaide and Brisbane, are invited to share in the ARISE Event- our
inaugural Australian Maronite Youth Convention. The Convention will
include renowned major sBleakers, engaging workshops, various
youth-centred discussions, Mass, Adoration and a range of exciting
outdoor activities. We hope to strengthen our friendships and renew
our Faith together as one youth. Accom and all meals included. Early
bird registrations now open at $180 until the end of May. To register
and for more information, please contact your parish coordinators.

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

. OUR LADY OF LEBANONY)
ANNUAL GALA :

I

PROCEEDS FOR THE
COMMUNITY, YOUTH &
PASTORAL CENTRE

FOR TICKETS, & SPONSORSHIP
--‘ OPPORTUNITIES CONTACT THE
% - PARISH OFFICE ON 9689 2899 OR
SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.OLOL.ORG.AU
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace
for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Aboud & Hani Becharra (C) (D) S&El?’ ®

Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, aud eorqe Youssef Salim E] Khoury Gebrael, Touma Gerges (H) Madeline & Paul
d and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Aziz Hanna (I) Marie Ishac (K) Naim, George Khattar,
=terT1r"aa and his wife Marie, YoussefLichaa M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias arbar

oussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa ohn Toufic Merhi, Youssetf & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wite amile,
alkoun Family, | oun amil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, Abdel Massih Naoum (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Rouma-

| nus, Raymond g Etour Romahos & son Jose outros Kozhava Sassine , Joseph John Saad & his wife Mazie, Matilda Abboud Sadek,
Souls in Purgatory, Romana Sade eila Touma ami arbara Wehbe, (Y) {2)
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