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Sunday of the Healing of the Paralytic
THE GOSPEL THE EPISTLE

The sins of some people are conspicuous and
precede them to judgment, while the sins of
others follow them there. So also good works
are conspicuous; and even when they are not,
they cannot remain hidden. Let all who are
under the yoke of slavery regard their masters
as worthy of all honour, so that the name of
God and the teaching may not be blas-
phemed. Those who have believing masters
must not be disrespectful to them on the
ground that they are members of the church;
rather they must serve them all the more,
since those who benefit by their service are
believers and beloved. Teach and urge these
duties.

Whoever teaches otherwise and does not
agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the teaching that is in accordance
with godliness, is conceited, understanding
nothing, and has a morbid craving for contro-
versy and for disputes about words. From

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some
days, it was reported that he was at home. So
many gathered around that there was no longer
room for them, not even in front of the door;
and he was speaking the word to them. Then
some people came, bringing to him a paralysed
man, carried by four of them. And when they
could not bring him to Jesus because of the
crowd, they removed the roof above him; and
after having dug through it, they let down the
mat on which the paralytic lay.

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the para-
lytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in
their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this
way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but
God alone?”

At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they
were discussing these questions among them-
selves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise ’ :
such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, Next Sunday’s Readings

to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are  forgiven,’ Sunday of the Blind these come er:jvy, dissle;nsion, sIan;:Iher, basﬁ
or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and suspicions, and wrangling among those who
! 2Cor 10: 1-7 are depraved in mind and bereft of the truth,

&
walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of imagining that godliness is a means of gain.

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” — he Mk 10: 46-52 >

said to the paralytic — “I say to you, stand up, 1Tim 5: 24-6:5
take your mat and go to your home.” And he

stood up, and immediately took the mat and QUOTE OF THE WEEK PRAYER OF THE WEEK

went out before all of them; so that they were all I_O_LoT/m_g God T T

amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have

e ; | Kindness has converted more souls than zeal,
never seen anything like this!” ' o

1 « | science, and eloquence combined.
Mk 2: 1-12 llz:f we i In Your Mercy Lord, You healed the paralytic

- with these words: "My son, your sins are

rea y want :forgiven... " Today | ask You Lord to heal the
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6:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and I'restrict my freedom from loving You as You
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. . | others as you have shown kindness to me.
8:00pm§éatlor]s of Ech(?]CrCoss, EvEmr;ng"rayer and ﬁOW tO” i1 pray that my wounds may become your
oration of the Cross (English) 01 i’V@ | soothing balm, that relieves the pains of

g | those whom | meet each day, through the

-intercession of Our Blessed Mother,
Wish to receive the Newsletter by email, Mother Theresa - St. Joseph, and all the Saints. Amen.
! Salwa Elias

subscribe online at www.olol.org.au\newsletter

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




When a group of people go | Most of what we know about the husband
to great lengths to present .of Mary and the foster father of Jesus

poem a paralytic man before j comes from Scripture. Since Joseph does
ALAS Jesus, the scribes grumble - not appear in Jesus' public life, at his

while Jesus chooses to death, or resurrection, many historians
% offer forgiveness and I believe Joseph probably had died before
healing. iJesus entered public ministry.

. , . : We know he was a carpenter, a working
This Sunday’s Gospel is | man, for the skeptical Nazarenes ask
dramatic, with Jesus : about Jesus, "Is this not the carpenter's
speaking the word to the | son?" (Matthew 13:55). He wasn't rich for
crowd, people shuffling and : when he took Jesus to the Temple to be

4 jostling to get closer, the | circumcised and Mary to be purified he |
| % grand entrance of the : offered the sacrifice of two turtledoves or !
 paralytic, the questioning | a pair of Eigeons, allowed only for those who could not afford a I
of scribes, the miraculous  :lamb (Luke 2:24). :
healing, and the | Despite his humble work and means, Joseph came from a royal |

glorification of God. - lineage. He was a descendant of King David.

However let us Justfpaqse and reflect over the words, - We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring man. When he |
Son, your sins are forgiven'ys. | discovered Mary was pregnant after they had been betrothed,

To have the desire to forgive another is to have a heart  : he knew the child was not his but was as yet unaware that she |
that freely moves with great love. We hear very little | 48, coving the ok O 00, He B e 0 e ferng and |
:;’gr?y ?/Ei?ﬁtrgc\)/regr:vinde;?ﬁilnza:ii;eec?uarsrr?ir\?:jesal;(ne?css by | safety. He knew that women accused of adultery could be :
f Y, . gh 8 ful. not onlv for th - stoned to death, so he decided to divorce her quietly and not |
orgiveness Is much more powertul, not only for the one | expose her to shame or cruelty (Matthew 1:19-25). :

who is forgiven and so freed from shame and guilt, but ! . .

also for the one who is able to forgive. : We know Joseph was man of faith, obedient to whatever God -
| asked of him without knowing the outcome. When the angel |

To forgive another is to free them into fullness of life : came to Joseph in a dream and told him the truth about the :

and the opportunity to hope again and be renewed. The | child Mary was carrying, Joseph immediately and without |

person who can let go of the past and love another into  : question or concern for ossIp, tOO_k Mar_y as hIS_WIfe. When the :

fullness of life is indeed a great person, in the image of | angel came again to tell him that his family was in danger, he [

God. :immediately left everything he owned, all his family and friends, -
| and fled to a strange country with his younﬁ wife and the baby. |
Jesus forgave constantly. He was a person who loved : He waited in E%/pt without question until the angel told him it
and was full of life. He had no need to clutch onto petty | was safe to go back (Matthew 2:13-23). |
grievances and foul temperaments. He was V\{|II|ng to - We know Joseph loved Jesus. His one concern was for the safety :
love and be loved. He was free enough to invite others | of this child entrusted to him. Not only did he leave his home to |
to let go of the past and move forward. - protect g]esus, I::cl,]lct up?n l;\is Eefturn ﬁettled in the o%scurﬁ town of :
L . L ) !'Nazareth out of fear for his life. When Jesus stayed in the |
Passing judgment, as the scribes did in today’s Gospel,  :Temple we are told Joseph (along with Mary) searched with
gets you nowhere and hinders others from living. | great anxiety for three days for him (Luke 2:48). I

ﬁﬁ:g;’hlékrg iJrf;etsg?h}llvneeggeogablleeiggtop‘lronveenour life and to | We know Joseph respected God. He followed God's commands
) - in handling the situation with Mary and going to Jerusalem to |

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF | have Jesus circumcised and Mary purified after Jesus' birth. We
- are told that he took his family to Jerusalem every year for |

Passover, something that could not have been easy for a :
S;\QPMd/’y Corner working man. Charbel Dib |

Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday we arrive at our fifth station in this Lenten journey; the station in which we reflect on the Gospel of the healing
of the paralytic. The friends of the paralytic when faced with all the chaos that surrounded the home at Capernaum were
truly challenged to find a way to get into the house to see Jesus. However they used their brains and the masculinity and
did what they did to see the Lord. Their strength didn’t come from their brains nor did it come from their masculinity! Their
strength came from their great faith. They believed without a doubt that Jesus could heal their friend if he chose to. And
yes Jesus did choose!

In our own lives today there is so much chaos, so much noise. We are challenged to do well at work, to own the best house,
car and clothing, to eat the finest food, go on a holiday every year and so on. These are all wonderful things but in our
effort to achieve all this, many times they allow us to use the excuse that we are time challenged or time poor. We allow
the daily routine of our lives from trying to find a way to reach Jesus because we are so busy and because simply we just
can't find the time.

Even in our parish life, we sometimes get too consumed in the work that we are doing that we forget the main reason that
we are carrying out this work. We allow the noise and chaos surrounding us to stop us from seeing Jesus. This noise and
chaos can come from the gossip that we make up, spread and listen to. It comes from peoples dissatisfaction with anything
and everything that we do and it sometimes stems from this sense of competition that we have to out do one another. We
get so caught up in these things that we forget that Jesus even exists.

Unlike the paralytic and his friends, we have easy access to Jesus. We don’t need to climb through roofs to find him. In fact,
we really don’t need to challenge ourselves too much to see him. He is available to us all day, every day in the tabernacle.
He is available to us during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. He is available to us during Adoration, confession and
daily prayer. What we do need to challenge though is our will and our faith. We need to ask ourselves, is our faith strong
enough so that we can find the time to come and see him, overcoming the hindrances that allow us to stumble and create
excuses that deprive us from the reason that we are here. Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week - How far would you go for a friend?

“How far would you go for a friend” these are the thoughts
that struck my mind after reading the gospel of Jesus healing
the Paralytic. Through the Gospel we realise that through
belief in Christ and prayers to the Lord Jesus all our faults
and sicknesses can be healed and forgiven. Through
confession as outlined in last week’s article we see how
forgiveness plays a most important aspect of all our lives.

The Gospel depicts two main factors of Trust in God and
having Faith in God.

1. Trust in God

The trust in the lord and the belief that through his love
and mercy all people will be delivered into salvation.
Jesus is our best friend and through a devoted life of
prayer and a close relation with family it becomes easier
for us to put our trust in Jesus and it also becomes easier
for us to grow in relation with Jesus to become complete
and live a life devoted to the Lord God.
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2. Faith in God

The belief in Christ without fully comprehending his
divine powers yet believing in him the same way the
paralytic did in the gospel and believing that through
Jesus all of mankind can be healed not only physically
but also spiritually. Through the relationship we
encounter with Jesus during our lives we learn how to
grow in communion with our families, friends, colleagues
and all the surrounding environment. We all become one
family through friendship and communication with Jesus
which in time helps us to understand his unbelievable
and unforgettable sacrifice that we lead to during this
divine season of Lent. Just as Jesus said to the Apostle
John "Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed." (John 20:29) We are the ones who now
believe and have believed for over 1900 years without
seeing Jesus in person yet seeing him through everyone
around us.

Throughout our lives we encounter many different people
from different races, religions, countries and different
lifestyles. All of which are very different yet they are all the
same. All the people we meet if they are younger, older,
disabled or just alone all have one very important thing in
common. The one thing they all have in common no matter
their differences is that they all have Jesus dwelling inside of
them.

Through Jesus we come to a realisation that we are all
sinners in the world and the only friend that will be with us
for the rest of our life not only on Earth but also in Heaven is
the person that lived amongst us and died for us. Jesus
Christ.

Robin El Bazouni

During his homily for a Lenten penitential service on Friday, Pope Francis
announced an extraordinary Jubilee to start at the end of the year, which
will be dedicated to a theme close to the pontiff’s heart: mercy.

In another Lenten initiative, Pope Francis invited every parish around the
world to open its doors for 24 hours on Friday and Saturday 13-14 March,
5 so that the faithful might encounter Jesus Christ anew in the Sacrament of
Confession and Eucharistic Adoration.

M Organised by the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelization, this is called
Bl prayer, an opportunity to speak with a priest, and a chance to rediscover —

@ or perhaps discover for the first time — the great mercy at the heart of the
Catholic Faith.

The theme chosen for this year’s initiative, in fact, is “God is rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4)

Dioceses, parishes, and communities around the world are invited to adapt the initiative to their local situations and
needs. Pope Francis opened the initiative on March 13 in St. Peter’s Basilica, the second anniversary of his election. He
spoke of the initiative in his 2015 Message for Lent: “As individuals, we are tempted by indifference. Flooded with news
reports and troubling images of human suffering, we often feel our complete inability to help. What can we do to avoid
being caught up in this spiral of distress and powerlessness? First, we can pray in communion with the Church on earth and
in heaven. Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices united in prayer!”

Excerpts taken from Catholic News Agency




(. Parish Camera

'The call' Youth Retreat attended by 52 of our
youth from 6 to 8 March directed by Sr Margaret.

Bible basics course on Monday nights led by Fr. Yuhanna Azize & English faith discussion
led by Robert Haddad “1001 reasons why it’s great to be Catholic” on Wednesday night

The aftermath of the storm on
Wednesday Night—Parishioners &
Priests worked fogether to clean up

Golf Day Sponsors

A huge thanks to the
sponsors of our Golf Day:

L EAG | l E S Platinum Sponsor
Parramatta Leagues Club

Gold Sponsor
QPC&C Quantity Surveyors

Stop Paying Too Muchl! '
™~ l
F - L}

WAREHOUSE

quantity surveyors Silver Sponsors
project managers Younis & Co
Chemist Warehouse

New South Lawyers
Painaway

DISCOUNT
CHEMIST

_RYCG

Accountants, Auditors & Advisors

NEW SOUTH LAWYERS

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter Community Business Network Page?
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals a week through print and online media.
For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network Page for the whole month.
For details call Joe on 0400 444 999.

' | AMESCORP
CATERING AND EVENTS & ) ’
GEORGEKHOUZAME ‘ THE GRANNY FLAT
[N =0 ] SPECIALIST"
EST SYDNEY 1985 029796 4444 | 0404 944 444 |
2-10 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW.
private events weddings corporate events elie@thebellevue.com.au
www.thebellevue.comay
Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more. mi:ésaggizgng AU

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

say) cilual B

Sunday 15 March —Sunday of the Paralytic

3:00pm  Zabed Nakhoul from Karm El Mohr wife of Youssef Saba
from Kahf El Maloul (died in Lebanon)

5:00pm 40 Day Mona Youssef Waddi wife of Sarkis Barakat from
Hadchit

Monday 16 March

6:00pm  Sonia Wadi Nassif wife of Nkoula Haddad from Ghazir
(died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 18 March

7:00pm 40 Day Salimeh Tannous Maroun widow of Sami Ibrahim
from Kfersghab

Thursday 19 March — St Joseph

Masses celebrated 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

Saturday 21 March

6:00pm 1 Year Nicholas Youssef Lahoud Abd el Ahad from Kfersghab

Sunday 22 March —Sunday of the Blind

9:30am 1 Year Barbara Mekdessi from Zgharta wife of Peter
Maatouk from Ardeh

11:00am 1 Year Abboud Maroun Gerges from Karm El Mohr

3:00pm 40 Day Nadim Jabbour from Ardeh

5:00pm  Bishop Francis Baissari— Emeritus Patriarchal Vicar General

for Jebbi
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Parish Groups and Committees
‘ Pastoral Council Meeting Wed 18 March at 8pm ‘
Family & Adult Events

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

The Tendern(i\:’.?(s;:t ahnd Mgac of God to lillis thiIdreB ‘Iﬁ like that of a
fofher vt by g eSO

Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Fr Tanos

Tues 17 March 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

Library & Study Centre ogan 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

English Faith Discussion Nights )
25 March - Marcha Makari - “The Treasures of Suffering”
6 Maw - Madeleine Vella - “Discovering your call to Sanctity”
ednesday’s at 8.00pm After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm

Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events
Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm

Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911

Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Teens Camp - "The Power of the Cross”
10-12 April at St Joseph Conference Centre Bringelly
Cost $170 pp. Contact Tony Mattar on 0401 364 335 for more info.

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410122999

Youth Events

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting: TBA contact Maroun 0410656099

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Seniors Events

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474,

. _Seniors Bus Trip - Feast of Saint Jose_Fh
Sq_mtual visit to St Joseph’s Church Croydon with Mass
hursday 19 March at 9.30am (leavin OLO%
Cost $35/p incl. bus, lunch at club contact Elias on 0414 495 955 or
Mariette on 0412 201 183 or the. parish office 9689-2899" "
o Adaagalls da 55 Ads 3 agalitl dllag ¢ AL B 101V A 2 a8 gl) Gl 3] Giaall g0 ()
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General Parish Notices

o 40 Days for Life
40 Days for Life is a world-wide pro-life campaign to pray for an end
to abortion. Our Parish will be keepln% prayerfurl vigil outside the
abaortion clinic on Saturdays between :OOBm—8:00 m. To register
or for more information please contact Rob Mourad on 0404066877.

General Parish Notices

. Vocation Discernment Day
Sr Margaret will be holding a Vocation discernment day for young
women 15 years and over on
22nd March from 9.30am to 1.15pm.
argaret on 0412 588 045 for more information.

MCHF Open DaM
Maronite College of the Holy Family (MCHF) is holding an
Open day in the Secondary department on
24th March from 9-11am
All parents and prospective students are welcome.

Sunda
Contact Sr

_ Painter Required
Are Kou a painter that can DONATE your talent for the
parish from time to time? We need your help for paint-

ing jobs to help maintain the facilities in our parish.

PAINTER
REQUIRED

" .. Feast of St Patrick
The unity of the family stems from the
clover of the unity of the Holy Trini
Celeb. byHi S Antoin-Charbd T

. by His

unday 22nd March at 7pm
atrick’s Mass Centre,
St Guildford. All are welcome

.St
32 Calliope
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
espeaally those we Pray for:

l(::A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, Abou-Chedid Family, Michael & Maria Abdel Ahad & their children,
velyne & Saliba & Laurice Abdel Ahad, Nakhoul Abdel Ahad & Fam1ly lias & Hawaa Abou-Chedid & their children éB)

Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Fawzi Barakat & his parents g{ ) (D) Mansour & Wardi Daher & their departed

g‘) (G)Colleen Madeline George, Helen George. Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, (H) Madeline & aul
addad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha TamlfHaddad Youssef & Amina Hallal & their children, Fadwa

& Hanna Hawach & their children, Tannous & Jamileh Hawach & their children, Youssef & Saada Hawach & their chlldren

. Hawach Family (I) K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, 4)) S ) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, M) Anthony
| Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi,
Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, G antous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Rabina Moussa & her departed, Alichaa &

. | Youssef Malkoun, Badwi & Saada Mouawad & their children(N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou

Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John
Saad & his wife Mazie, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Souls in Purgatory. (T) Bernadette Tanna & her departed, Salem Fahed,
Bernard & Danny Ters Hanna Toubia & his departed (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, (Y) (Z)
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