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The Healing of the Leper

THE GOSPEL

In the morning, while it was still very dark,
Jesus got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. And Simon and
his companions hunted for him. When they
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go
on to the neighbouring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is
what | came out to do.” And he went
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message
in their synagogues and casting out demons.
A leper came to him begging him, and
kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus
stretched out his hand and touched him, and
said to him, “l do choose. Be made clean!”
Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was
made clean. After sternly warning him he
sent him away at once, saying to him, “See
that you say nothing to anyone; but go,
show yourself to the priest, and offer for
your cleansing what Moses commanded, as
a testimony to them.” But he went out and
began to proclaim it freely, and to spread
the word, so that Jesus could no longer go
into a town openly, but stayed out in the
country; and people came to him from every

Next Sunday’s Readings

Sunday of the
Haemorrhaging Woman

2Cor7:4-11
Lk 8: 40-56

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Renounce yourself

in order to follow
Christ; discipline
your body; do not
pamper yourself,
but love fasting.”
Saint Benedict

THE EPISTLE

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your
mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. No longer present your members to
sin as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but
under grace. What then? Should we sin
because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! Do you not know that if
you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to
death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that you,
having once been slaves of sin, have become
obedient from the heart to the form of
teaching to which you were entrusted, and
that you, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. For just as
you once presented your members as slaves
to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as
slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in
regard to righteousness. So what advantage
did you then get from the things of which you
now are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. But now that you have been freed from
sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you

———————— i o= — == —.—.—.— - getissanctification. The end is eternal life.

quarter. Mk1:35-45
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
| Lord Jesus

| You looked with love upon the leper, a person who had never experienced
I love. Through your loving touch, you healed him physically and spiritually.
| We ask you Lord, that during this season of lent, we may be transformed
| by your grace and be living examples of your light. May we your faithful

| servants be your eyes which look on all people with love and your hands to
jembrace the people who need your light and love in their lives. We ask this

| through the intercession of your blessed Mother and all the Saints.

jAmen

Charbel Dib

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Rom6:12-23

FRIDAYS OF LENT

6:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and
Ziyeh of the Cross (Ar/Eng)
8:00pm Stations and Ziyeh of the Cross - English

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




‘In the morning, while it was
still very dark, he got up and
went out to a deserted
place, and there he
prayed’v35. As we enter into
our Lenten time, God invites
14 us to go deeper into the
silence of the recesses of

@ our hearts, to be nourished
by God’s gentle love.

To be a Christian is to desire that love time with God where a deep
peace covers over one and we experience an intimate moment with
the One who is Love. Yet our prayer time and personal experience of
God does not end there. As we read in today’s Gospel, after Jesus
had spent time in prayer, he was quickly surrounded by the needs of
the people, ‘And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons’v39.

The Christian life is founded on a loving relationship with God, which
in turn emboldens us to be God’s love for others. Jesus was ‘moved
with pity’v41 for a leper and so reached out to him in healing love.
Such healing can only emanate from one who has been transformed
by God. So our prayer life is one that nourishes us and gives us an
inner warmth and peace that allows us to be a source of hope and
healing to others.

In this Lenten Season may we, like the leper, humbly seek out God,
so that we may be touched with God’s love and transformed. Then
we too may be God'’s healing presence to others in need. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

During this blessed season of Lent, Christ opens up the doors of forgiveness, that
is the request of forgiveness from God and the granting of forgiveness to those
who are close to us. The Season of Lent in all that it brings with it from fasting to

8 FEBRUARY

abstinence and from prayer to almsgiving is a tool that will bring about

reconciliation between the human person and God. It may be easy to help the
poor or be nice to a stranger, however at times we find it very difficult to forgive
those that are nearest to us. Reconciliation is that love that surpasses the love of )
one’s self, one’s pride and one’s dignity. It is proof that we have not just placed
our loved ones above our worldly possessions, but rather above our pride and our
dignity because it is through this reconciliation that we satisfy the divine heart of
our Father in heaven and at the same time bring peace into our own lives. Yes,

the season of Lent is not a period in which we torture ourselves or punish

St Bernadette was born at Lourdes, France. Her |
parents were very poor and she herself was in
poor health. |

One Thursday, February 11, 1858, when she was
sent with her younger sister and a friend to gather -
firewood, a very beautiful Lady appeared to her
above a rose bush in a grotto called Massabielle.

The lovely Lady was dressed in blue and white. I
She smiled at Bernadette and then made the sign I
of the cross with a rosary of ivory and gold.
Bernadette fell on her knees, took out her own I
rosary and began to pray the rosary.

The beautiful Lady was God's Mother, the Blessed |
Virgin Mary. She appeared to Bernadette :
seventeen other times and spoke with her. She |
told Bernadette that she should pray sinners, do |
penance and have a chapel built there in her

honour. I

Many people did not believe Bernadette when she :
spoke of her vision. She had to suffer much. But
one day Our Lady told Bernadette to dig in the
mud. As she did, a spring of water began to flow. |
The next day it continued to grow larger and

larger. Many miracles happened when people I
began to use this water. When Bernadette was |
older, she became a nun. :

She was always very humble. More than anything |
else, she desired not to be praised. Once a nun
asked her if she had temptations of pride because |
she was favored by the Blessed Mother. "How can :
I?" she answered quickly. "The Blessed Virgin |
chose me only because | was the most ignorant."
What humility! !

Charbel Dib |

ourselves so that we can gain favor with God, rather it is a period that is dominated by Iove It is a time to love and be
loved. It is a time to truly feel God’s love through each person that we encounter.

It was the same with the leper. Although many people were afraid of this man and his disease, Jesus chose to be drawn to
him, to touch him and to heal him. His abundant love didn’t let the fear of leprosy get in the way of his relationship with.

In our own life there are so many people, especially close relatives that we sometimes stay away from because they do not
share in our thoughts or beliefs. They are different to us! We don’t agree with their life style so we block them out. We stay
away from them because we fear that we will become like them or contract their disease. How many of us choose like
Jesus to draw these people into our lives? How many of us give them a chance and allow them to experience our love so
that we can bring them closer to God? If each one of us chose to, we could bring an individual or a family back to the
Church and to God through our actions. Are you ready to make this choice during this Lenten Season?

It was very inspiring to see so many faithful parishioners begin the Season of Lent by attending Mass on Ash Monday. The
church reached maximum capacity during every Mass and the solemnity and reverence was felt. Thank you to everyone
who helped us in making Ash Monday a very spiritual day to begin our Lenten journey together as one parish family. In this

spirit, let us pray that:

Like the leper of the Gospel, we too beseech you Lord “if you choose to, you can heal us....

” Help us to recognise our faults,

so that we may ask for healing of self, before looking at the faults of others; for we know that unless there is conversion in
our own heart and spirit, we cannot possibly be your instrument of peace and love amongst our brothers and sisters.

Amen

Fr Tony Sarkis


http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsundownfbc.com%2Faudio-items%2Fhealing-the-ten-lepers-randy-winfrey%2F&ei=MPjiVMfHHcL98AXG1oJw&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHum8Ctc

Article of the Week - Social Grace

Sanctifying grace gives us the power to share in the life of
God. Without it, it is impossible for us to get to heaven. As
humans we are born without it. Baptism is our first encoun-
ter with it and it grows in our souls through the sacraments,
prayer and good works. We lose it when we fall into the trap
of sin. As we journey through life God continually and
gratuitously reaches out to us so that he can transform us.

Through the redemptive incarnation of Jesus Christ we are
made aware of God’s transcending and abundant love for us.
The death and resurrection of Jesus endows within us a plan;
a plan of salvation that God offers us to redeem ourselves
from the confinement of sin and the exploitation of free-will.
Christ, whose mission it is to bring about the rein of God, is
our example and it is through the Holy Spirit that we come to
know him so that we are moved to become like him — “Christ
-like”. The knowledge of Christ and the sharing in his
incarnation provides us with forgiveness, healing and
liberation from sin so that we can come to know his Father
through the work of the Holy Spirit. In becoming Christ-like
we are in-turn converted from our sinful state and bestowed
with the sanctifying grace that allows us to forgive, to heal
and most importantly to love. This grace allows us to love
God and to love one another.

This experience of grace and conversion, while highly
personal, is not individualistic. It has consequences which
touch all aspects of our living, including social, political and
economic aspects. Unfortunately, as Christians we
sometimes tend to be closed in on ourselves. We work very
hard to secure our own salvation while the rest of the world
is saturated in misery and suffering around us. We try to take
control of our own destiny or the destiny of the group or
Church that we belong to by naturally tending to predicate
perfection to a life of detachment, withdrawal and
contemplation over against an active life in the world. We
talk about the poor, the oppressed, the marginalised, but
how many of us actually know someone that is poor,
oppressed or marginalised? By detaching ourselves from the
world, we convince ourselves that we are detaching
ourselves from sin and the source of sin. Yet does being idle
play any role in changing the course of history? The answer is
no!

To be a good Christian is not just about waiting for salvation
or worrying about the fastest way to get into heaven. As

mentioned above,
it is about being
Christ-like, here
and now, in our
world - ‘The
kingdom of God is
in your midst’ (Lk
17:21). Therefore
we need to
represent Christ to
others and in
doing so transform this world into God’s Kingdom. In
representing Christ we need to break free from our
individualistic and controlling configuration and be
dispensers of God’s sanctifying grace by imitating the life and
mission of him who stood with the poor and marginalised of
first century Palestine and in doing so stands with the poor
and marginalised throughout the entirety of history. He is
the liberator!

Liberation swings the spotlight from the personal to the
social and historical level of understanding. God’s activity,
through the personal sanctifying grace, self-transcends itself
from the internal forum so that it becomes real and tangible
in concrete human activity influencing the ideologies of
social, economic and political organisations and imbedding
itself in their ethical and moral structures breaking through
the root of social sin. This is called social grace and it is
precisely this social grace that activates the transformation
of cultural values and enables the return of good for evil.

Social grace is best understood in the light of our
participation in and imitation of the unity of the Trinity. In
seeking the unity of the Trinity we are seeking the sanctifying
grace of God and the charity that transcends from it.
Participating in the unity of the Trinity allows us to break the
power of sin and inspires right living that is pleasing to God.
It heals the alienation of human beings toward one another
by strengthening human solidarity and social harmony. It
transacts successfully with the separated self of human
beings by offering equality, justice and lasting peace. It is
experienced in human moral decisions to overcome evil and
to lead a meaningful life that dwells in God’s favour. Seeking
and participating in the unity of the Trinity allows us to seek
communion and unity with each other.

Danny Nouh

with him (Jn 13:8) and thus can serve others.

oured, all the parts share its joy” (1 Cor 12:26).

open to his plan of salvation.

“If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26) — The Church

The love of God breaks through that fatal withdrawal into ourselves which is S
indifference. The Church offers us this love of God by her teaching and espe- 5
cially by her witness. But we can only bear witness to what we ourselves
have experienced. Christians are those who let God clothe them with good-
ness and mercy, with Christ, so as to become, like Christ, servants of God
and others. This is clearly seen in the liturgy of Holy Thursday, with its rite of
the washing of feet. Peter did not want Jesus to wash his feet, but he came
to realize that Jesus does not wish to be just an example of how we should
wash one another’s feet. Only those who have first allowed Jesus to wash
their own feet can then offer this service to others. Only they have “a part”

Lent is a favourable time for letting Christ serve us so that we in turn may
become more like him. This happens whenever we hear the word of God
and receive the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. There we become what we receive: the Body of Christ. In this body
there is no room for the indifference which so often seems to possess our hearts. For whoever is of Christ, belongs to one
body, and in him we cannot be indifferent to one another. “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is hon-

The Church is the communio sanctorum not only because of her saints, but also because she is a communion in holy
things: the love of God revealed to us in Christ and all his gifts. Among these gifts there is also the response of those who
let themselves be touched by this love. In this communion of saints, in this sharing in holy things, no one possesses any-
thing alone, but shares everything with others. And since we are united in God, we can do something for those who are far
distant, those whom we could never reach on our own, because with them and for them, we ask God that all of us may be

n'/ . !

Extracts from the Pope Francis’ message for Lent
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Parish Camera

Ash Monday
It was wonderful to see so

many parishioners starting
the Season of Great Lent by
attending the Ash Monday
Masses with Rite of blessings
of the Ashes.
“Remember that you are dust
and unto dust you shall return”

Family of the Divine Word
Led by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel on the “The Real Bread”

Golf Day Sponsors
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OLOL Annual Charl%GoIf Day
Fri 20 March
Macquarie Links International Golf Club
The cost is $250 per player which includes Green Fees, Breakfast, Drinks on Course, Lunch, Golf Carts
& Presentatlon Corporate gackages available for $1500. To register, contact:
Ray Wehbe on 0 Wehbe@betterbuildings.com.au
Tina on 0448 247 336 or tmasalame hotmail.com
Jade on 0411 833 254 or jade.elchoueifati@gmail.com
Ray Haddad on 0412 478 363 or raymond@camdev.com.au

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becomlng part of our
Newsletter Community Business
Network Page?

CATERING AND EVENTS

GEORGEKHOUZAME

EST SYDNEY 1985

The Newsletter reaches over 2000
N ‘ individuals a week through print
A A and online media:

¥

W

| For $500 you can promote your business

on our usmess etwork Page for the
whole month.

For details call Joe on
0400 444 999.

private events weddings corporate events elie@thebellevue.com.au

www.thebellevue.com.au

Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more.

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

I
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Sunday 22 February—Sunday of the Leper

11.00am 40 Day Mary Sabila Fleifel from Palestine (Died in Palestine)
5:00pm 40 Day Salim Khattar Nakhle from Barouk-AlChouf

Sunday 1 March - Sunday of the Hemorrhaging Woman

11.00am 40 Day Khalil Merched Abbass from Mazraat Tefeh
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Parish Groups and Committees

‘ Pastoral Council Meeting Wed 18 March at 8pm

Family & Adult Events

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

“The Fruit of__Re|:|e_nta_pce" (FDW)

gl &
Arabic Faith Talk Press:ént{e‘a' by Fr Tony Sarkis
Tues 24 Feb 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

Library & Study Centrig%‘en 10am — 10pm

for Youth over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm

Youth Events

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911

“Is God calling me to defend the Gospel”
English Faith Discussion Led by Paul Hanrahan
Wed 25 Feb at 8.0 gm
After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC—ALL WELCOME

Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit 22 Feb contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting: TBA contact Maroun 0410656099

For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

“The Call” - MYO Retreat
6th to 8th March - Benedict Retreat Centre
Cost $200 includes accommodation, meals and sessions.
To reglster or for more information
contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045

Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Seniors Events

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474,

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors will take place every fortnight and will include
board games, knitting, painting, cooking, watching movies, etc. If
Eou wish to bring a parent or grandparént, 8Iease call Elias Doro on
414 495 955 or the parish office 9689-2899.

General Parish Notices
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General Parish Notices

“A Night of Hope” - Whitestone’s First Gala Dinner
Sunday 1 March from 6.30pm to 11pm
At the Imperial Paradiso - Fairfield
Ticket cost $150 pp or $1500 for a table of ten, including entertain-
ment and unlimited food and drinks. The money raised will go to-
wards the addiction recovery centre. For more queries or to buy
tickets, please contact
Daniella 0450 434 776 or George 0499 555 544

MCHF Open Day
Maronite College of the Holy Family (MCHF) is holding an
Open day in the Secondary department on
24th March from 9-11am
All parents and prospective students are welcome.

. Vocation Discernment Day
Sr Margaret will be holding a Vocation discernment day for young
women 15 years and over on
Sunday 22nd March from 9.30am to 1.15pm.
Contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045 for more information.

. Taekwondo Classes at OLOL
Free introductory Taekwondo classes will be offered to
parishioners at the following times and dates in the rec-
reation room on lével 1 of the CYPC:
Monday 23 February from 6 to 7pm
Wednesday 25 February from 6 to 7pm
For more information flease
contact John on 0470 368 384

o 40 Days for Life
40 Days for Life is a world-wide pro-life campaign to pray for an end
to abortion. Our Parish will be keep|n% prayerfurl vigil outside the
abaortion clinic on Saturdays between 6:00pm-8:00pm. To register
or for more information please contact Rob Mourad on 0404066877.

Visit us at olol.oxrg.au
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace
for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
John and Wadel (A) All departed souls, Fr Elias A oub Antoun Azar, Antoine Azar & his Departed, Raymond
M Anjoul, (B)Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Camil, Amira & Joseph Boutros, Bashira Bayssari, Naiim &
Sa1d1e Boutros (C) (D) Wadiha Dra¥b1 (E) Gerges & Saidie Elia, Mehsen & Haifa El Hayeh and their son
Kabalan, Hanane Wahibe Mounir E Bazouni, Youssef & Amineh E] Hallal & their Children, El Weddy Family,
F) (G)George Ghattas, , Colleen Madeline George. Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury
ebrael, (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Sara,
Tansa George Hawi, Tanous, Wadiaa Youssef Hady, Diab & Diby Hawi, Chafika Hawi, Hasna Habib & her son
Maroun, (I ayed Ibrahlm K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, ) ( % Peter Lic haa and his wife Marie, Youssef
Lichaa ( ) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros &
Johra Moussa ohn Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Ja-
mile, (N? Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond &
Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Habibe Saba Rizk, Raad Pamll (S)Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John Saad & his wife
Mazie, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Souls in Pur atory, Boulos & Adele Sassine and their son Raymond, (T) Salem, Fahed, Dan-
ny & Bernard Ters(W) Jamil | Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe (Y) Tony Younis, (Z)
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