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Sunday of the Faithful Departed - Feast of Saint Marown

THE GOSPEL

“Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was
dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger
with what fell from the rich man’s table;
even the dogs ould come and lick his sores.
The poor man died and was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man
also died and was buried. In Hades, where
he was being tormented, he looked up and
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his
side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip
of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for
I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham
said, ‘Child, remember that during your
lifetime you received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now
he is comforted here, and you are in agony.
Besides all this, between you and us a great
chasm has been fixed, so that those who
might want to pass from here to you cannot
do so, and no one can cross from there to
us.” He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send
him to my father’s house —for | have five
brothers — that he may warn them, so that
they will not also come into this place of
torment.’

Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.” He
said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone
goes to them from the dead, they will

Next Sunday’s Readings

Cana Sunday—
Entrance into Great Lent

Rom 14:14-23
Jn 2:1-11

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“May the souls of the

atthful departed
t Toggﬁ the mercy of
God rest in peace.”

Maronite Liturgy

Dear Parishioners,
Great Lent begins o
h Monday 16 Feb

(Monday Week) we need
to be ready to spend at

THE EPISTLE

Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have

fl anything written to you. For you yourselves

know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say,
“There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you
like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be so-
ber; for those who sleep sleep at night, and
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has destined us not for wrath but for ob-
taining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us, so that whether we are
awake or asleep we may live with him. There-
fore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.
1Thess 5:1-11

i Heavenly Father,
|
| May all our faithful departed, whom we

| commemorate this week, be resting in Your
| peace. Grant us a good memory so that we

repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do not listen
to Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be convinced even if someone rises from the
dead.”
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least a1y | may always keep them in our prayers. Amen |
] |

Dory Zaouk |

|

|

Mt25:31-46

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




Light from the Word - Faithful Departed

ity 4 . f ~ Inthis Sunday’s parable of the rich man 9 FEBRUARY
I%é Rich |||(11:I / and Lazarus, there exists a division -

which appears to carry on in the St. Maroun was born in Cyrrhus, near Anti-

&L%ﬂ/h_" " afterlife! och, around the year 350AD. He chose the

Sade
N

. poverty of Christ over the riches of this
The parable begins on earth where the  or|d, retreating to the hills which later bore
rich man enjoys a luxurious life, the Christian faith. His life of abstinence,
| oblivious to the sufferings of the poor chastity, prayer, meditation, labor and love,

S

& man Lazarus. Now when they die we inspFi)red Enany dlic.?ciples, boﬁh mfen and wom-
. en. People would come to him for prayers
see a reversal of roles. Lazarus is now and for healing, assured of his holiness and
with Abraham and rich man suffers in intercession. St Maroun died around 410AD,
. Hades. The only difference is that and shortly after his death{, a great monas-
@l Lazarus’ life is not so much about luxury  tery was built in 452AD — “Bet Moroun” —
but about being comforted. So does all .?.ﬂ fl\l/lourlshed folr thedn%xt_ 520 y%ars.. h
this suggest heaven is no better than earth because it has divisions? No e Maronites elected their Tirst Patriarch,
- o St. John Maroun in the year 685. He was

The important point here is to note that the barrier put up between Hades  affirmed by Pope Sergius |, highlighting that

and heaven is the rich man’s doing. He chose to be separated from the g:)em'\gasgr?cnétte:h%h#ggihnmﬂfg_'?ﬁg?gﬁ,ﬂgp&mh

poor man Lazarus, who was at his gate. He chose to ignore the teachings of  nites were persecuted for their obedience to

Moses and the prophets. He chose to indulge in his wealth selfishly. So the Catholic faith and in the years 517AD to
when he begs for mercy in Hades, the response is that he chose this life. 694A||3(¢I?|m05t a thousand Maronites had
The rich man had the means and the knowledge to find eternal rest in been killed. By 938AD “Bet Moroun” was

completely destroyed, forcing the Maronite

heaven, but he chose to ignore the call to mercy for others. In short, we Patriarch to flee to the Mountains of Leba-
determine our final destination, whether to be with God or not, by the non, where many Maronite Syrians followed,
choices we make or fail to make. and the Maronite Church flourished in the

. L Cedars of Lebanon.
Another important point is that Lazarus, the poor beggar, had absolutely More persecution and martyrdom followed,
no means of improving his life on earth. He couldn’t earn his way to God nourisﬂing our Church with the blood of
either. Yet all that didn’t matter. God wants to show comfort, mercy and these martyrs. Our universality, our persever-

compassion to each of us. We don’t earn God or heaven. We only need to gﬂ%%gg&gg‘{"g?haengrgg?lﬁ]ﬂmzl'f{?g'ﬁ?gzeﬁﬁe

be responsive to God’s love. Lazarus was open to God’s love, and so unlike  ty of our Father, Saint Maroun. We must con-

the rich man, he was able to experience fullness of life after his death. tinue to treasure this precious gift of our
Amen Maronite Church, throughout the world and
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf especially here in Australia.
Salwa Elias

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This week we celebrate two big feasts in our Maronite Church. Firstly, this Sunday is the Sunday of
the Faithful departed. In the Roman Catholic Church it is known as All Souls day and is celebrated
on 2nd November. In our Maronite Church we dedicate the last week before the beginning of Lent
to our Faithful departed who have gone to their rest hoping in God. Our belief is that our loved
ones actually fall asleep through death in the hope of being raised to eternal life. All Masses this
week will conclude with the Maronite prayer of incense.

The second feast is the feast of our Father and Founder of the Maronite Church - St Maroun. Alt-
hough his feast actually falls on Monday, we will be celebrating the Liturgy of the Feast on Sunday
together with the readings from the Sunday of the Faithful departed. Saint Maroun whose simple
ascetic life and spirituality in the late fourth and early fifth century has grown and developed into
the Maronite Church of today is a wonderful example for us. From the time of his death in 410 AD 4 ]
to toda?l in 2015, the Maronite Church has flourished and today more than ever we can see the ‘

fruits of this spirituality in the many vocations that we have in our Church. St Maroun who was a P.{
priest brought about the presence of God in the community in which he lived. e

This leads to me to ponder on the following question today: What kind of priest do
we need in our Church today in 2015? Three things come to mind. These are: A man
who can bring about communion and unity, someone who gathers. A man who heals
and consoles, someone who administers the sacraments. A man who has a vision and
is in love with his parish, someone who is a pastoral worker. For the Church today,
we are need of priests who possess these attributes.

We thank God for the vocations in our Diocese and in particular our parish that is a
fertile land for vocations. This is a sign of God’s blessing. We have nine vocations in
our parish, Dory Zaouk, Joe Maroun, Nehme Khattar, Tony Mattar, Charbel Dib,
Danny Nouh, Robert Bayeh, Ghassan Nakhoul and Sid Isaac. This week we offered up
the Mass on Friday night for Dory Zaouk who has said “yes” to the Lord after he
heard his voice saying “follow me”. Dory will begin his seminary formation on

16 February at St John Vianney Seminar}y Boorooma in Wagga Wagga. Thanks be to
God for his vocation. We also thank his family who have suEporte and nurtured his
vocation along with the Sisters of the Maronite College of the Holy Family where Dory studied and worked. We wish Dory every
success in this beautiful journey and pray:

My Lord and my God,

Your message of love for us was made manifest through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Today you call many to spread your message of
love to the world's darkest corners, but only very few are chosen. Bless your chosen ones O Lord, with endurance and
perseverance in love, that they may be one with you, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Fr Tony Sarkis
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\ ' Congratulations to the Maronite College of
<= the Holy Family (MCHF) which celebrated

the excellent HSC results with a Mass presided over
by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay and
College Chaplain Fr Tony Sarkis. Some of the great
results achieved by our students included: Stephanie
Hatem 97.50; Marina Sabat 95.05; Jackie Zaiter
94.95. The College saw a total of 64.62% of students
accepted into University of Sydney, University of
Technology Sydney, Australian Catholic University
and Macquarie University. Students have been ac-
cepted into Bachelors of Engineering, Medical
Sciences, Property Administration, Sports Science,
Radiography, Laws, Occupational Therapy, Applied
Finance and Economics and Education among others.
36% of the students are pursuing courses at Colleges
and Tafe.

MCHF will be having an Open day in the Secondary
department on 24th March from 9-10:30am and
2-3pm. All are welcome to come and see the great
work achieved by staff and students.

Article of the Week - Purgatory

| don't know about you, but the way so many people speak

about purgatory makes me so scared and terrified. Some intend

and insist to remind us about the fire and pain in purgatory. As

if the pain in this life is not enough, some even have said to me

that the pain of purgatory and the fires are more intense than

F\hat of hell and they conclude "but it's okay, you will end up in
eaven".

Others remind me, as if they are looking at some sort of check-
list, that this particular sin corresponds to certain hours in this
"place" called purgatory. And even some give you an
impression that this suffering can go forever and then, if God is
not happy with you and you don't pass the test, then he will
send you to hell.

| don't want to write an article to defend the Church’s teaching
on purgatory. | agree with the Church. | also understand that
some of these beliefs have been influenced by private
revelations and visions, but | must say that | really struggle with
these analogies.

So be patient with me as | try to clarify and perhaps provide a
better analogy (although still limited) about this "state" or
"condition" and not a physical place the Church calls purgatory
- A new way to look at the transformative nature of purgatory.
For this, | will refer to Pope Benedict's Encyclical, "Spe Salvi".

The word purgatory means to make clean or purify and accord-
ing to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, it is a "purification,
so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of
heaven," which is experienced by those "who die in God's grace
and friendship, but still imperfectly purified" (CCC 1030).

Purgatory, therefore, is a state of preparation for heaven so
that we "become fully open to receiving God and able to take
our place at the table of the eternal marriage-feast" (Benedict
XVI).

The Pope Emeritus continues and gives us an analogy. He
writes: "Some recent theologians are of the opinion that the
fire (in purgatory) which both burns and saves is Christ himself,
the Judge and Saviour. The encounter with him is the decisive
act of judgement. Before his gaze all falsehood melts away. This
encounter with him, as it burns us, transforms and frees us,
allowing us to become truly ourselves. All that we build during
our lives can prove to be mere straw, pure bluster, and it
collapses".

But one must ask, what is so painful
about this? Pope Benedict continues and
writes: "Yet in the pain of this encounter,
when the impurity and sickness of our
lives become evident to us, there lies
salvation. His gaze, the touch of his heart
heals us through an undeniably painful

transformation 'as through fire'.

This pain is the pain of love. Benedict
calls it "a blessed pain, in which the holy
power of his love sears through us like a flame, enabling us to
become totally ourselves and thus totally of God... The pain of
love becomes our salvation and our joy."

What about the question of time, how long? The Pope Emeritus
writes: "It is clear that we cannot calculate the “duration” of
this transforming burning in terms of the chronological
measurements of this world. The transforming “moment” of
this encounter eludes earthly time-reckoning".

| beg of you to read this again. Such deep insights. Let me
humbly simplify and provide a limited analogy from our
everyday life. Have you ever hurt someone deeply? Someone
who sacrificed so much for you and loves you, have you been
unfaithful to them? Have you ever let your mum, dad, brother,
sister, husband, wife or friend, down so badly?

And if this did happen, have you stood in front of them so
ashamed wanting to say sorry and you could not even look
them in the eye? Just imagine, if this happened to you, how
would you feel? The pain and shame?

This is just an example, as we stand in front of Christ, ashamed
of our sins. The pain of realising that | have let down the one
who gave his life away for me and | have not had the time or
was too hardened of heart on earth, to say sorry. Or | did not
have time to make up for the mistake (I did not do Penance).
How ashamed must one feel? How painful it is?

This is the Blessed pain of purgatory. Let us not be afraid. It is
God, our Father, who will be our judge. My dad will judge me!
Justly but mercifully! And his Son who gave His life for me will
help me prepare for this moment and His Spirit will be with me.

This is indeed the blessed pain, the pain of hope, the
transformative pain of purgatory.
Nehme Khattar



Bible Basic Course started last Monday led by
Fr Yuhanna Azize

Family of the Divine
Word discussion on
Tuesday night led by
Fr Tadros.

Youth Meeting last
Wednesday night followed
by a Youth BBQ.

TRt g Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation are #
available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of the
Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: contact Lisa 96892899.

310 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

$5 a week

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,178,511 Units $1,627,181 Property $38,849 -

Community Business Network Pag

Interested in becoming part of our
Newsletter Community Business

CATERING AND EVENTS < LBS Network Page?
GEORGEKHOUZAME edLSlisetier feaches over 2000

online media.

EST SYDNEY 1985

For $500 you can promote your business

private events weddings corporate events AT on our Business Network Page for the
%, 0286778873 who_Ie month.
; For details call Joe on
0421 468718 0400 444 999.

& lina@linasbookkeeping.com.au

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

I

say) cilual B

Sunday 8 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed

8.00am Leila Ibrahim Sassine from Kfarakka

9.30am 40 Day Bishop Estephan Hictor Doueihi from Zgharta
11.00am 1 Year Lamia Nehmetallah Manassa from Kfarfou
5.00pm 1 Year Anthony Daniel Salame from Hadath El Jebbeh
Monday 9th February —Feast Day of St. Maroun

Masses celebrated at 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

6:00pm  Habib Youssef Taouk from Becharre (died in Lebanon)
Tuesday 10th February

6:00pm  Paul Kabalan El Bayeh from Kfardleos (died in USA)

Thursday 12th February
6:00pm 1 Year Mikhail Jabbour and his wife Najla

Saturday 14th February

6:00pm 40 Day Joseph Antonios Aboud from Kfersghab

Sunday 15th February - Cana Sunday: Entrance into the Great Lent

11:00am 40 Day Said Badooui Zaiter from Bann

3:00pm 40 Day Kawkab El Khoury from Hadchit widow of the late
Raymond Esber from Kfersghab

5:00pm 1 Year Camil Shalala from Beit Shelala

St Patrick’s Mass Centre, Guildford

6.00pm 40 Day Youssef Habkouk from Bane
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

ZY

Parish Groups and Committees

\ Pastoral Council Meeting 11 February 8pm

Family & Adult Events

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre ogan 10am — 10pm

“The fru|t of Repentance

dugl) §ya
Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Fr Claude Rizk b
Tues 10 Feb 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYP

FDW

for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 26 103

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Resumes after school holidays

Youth Events

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

gglsh Faith Discussion
Led by Sr Marla Marie Lucas
Wed 18 Feb at 8.00pm
After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC—ALL WELCOME

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit 22 Feb contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting: TBA contact Maroun 0410656099

Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

“The Call” - MYO Retreat
6th to 8th March - Benedict Retreat Centre
Cost $200 includes accommodation, meals and sessions.
To register or for more information
contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Diocesan Notices

General Parish Notices

OLOL Annual Charity Golf Day
Fri 20 March 2015
Cumberland Country Golf Club, Greystanes
The cost is $250 per player which includes Green Fees, Breakfast,
Drinks on Course, Lunch, Golf Carts & Presentation. Corporate pack-
ages available for $1500. To register, contact:
Ray Wehbe on 0414 833 007 or RWehbe@betterbuildings.com.au
Tina on 0448 247 336 or tinasalame@hotmail.com
Jade on 0411 833 254 or jade.elchoueifati@gmail.com
Ray Haddad on 0412 478 363 or raymond@camdev.com.au

“Here I am Lord, Send Me”
Spiritual Retreat for all men who are considering a vocation to the
diocesab priesthood or permanent diaconate
Fri 20- Sun 22 February 2015
Mount Carmel Retreat Centre - Varroville
For info and to register call Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
or e-mail Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.

“A Night of Hope” - Whitestone’s First Gala Dinner
Sunday 1 March from 6.30pm to 11pm
At the Imperial Paradiso - Fairfield
Ticket cost $150 pp or $1500 for a table of ten, including entertain-
ment and unlimited food and drinks. The money raised will go to-
wards the addiction recovery centre. For more queries or to buy
tickets, please contact
Daniella 0450 434 776 or George 0499 555 544
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your
Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
k)hn and Wadel (A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, Al Wedd Fam1 (]\3}?}
aymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Isaac Baysarl, Nora Ba_?rsan Baysari Fami J’ é adiha
Draybi, Hasib Diab (E) (F) %_[G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Maji eorqe Youssef
Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice &
- Martha Jamil Haddad, (I) aim Khattar & George Khattar, (J) (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie,
Youssef Lichaa, Boulos Laulach M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses,
' Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun,
Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile él\B amil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, gR) Milia
Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymon Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Raad Fami vy
Sadde Sadde, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John Saad & his wife Mazie, Matilda Abboud Sadek,
Souls in Purgatory (T) (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, X) @
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