TheGood News fromYour Parishv

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Issue 15

Sunday 1 February 2015

www.olol.org.au

Sunday of the Righteous and Just

THE GOSPEL

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me
clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, |
was in prison and you visited me.” Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just
as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; for | was hungry and you gave me no
food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.” Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then
he will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as
you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.” And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

Mt25:31-46

Next Sunday’s Readings

Sunday of the
Faithful Departed

1Thess 5:1-11

THE EPISTLE

You have not come to something that can be
touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a
trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be
spoken to them. (For they could not endure
the order that was given, “If even an animal
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight
that Moses said, “l tremble with fear.”)

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in
festal gathering, and to the assembly of the
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word
than the blood of Abel.

Lk 16:19 - 31 Heb12:18-24
QUOTE OF THE
WEEK PRAYER OF THE WEEK
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Fr Paul Joseph Joubeir

! Dear Lord, '

- Our loving God sees the very depths and core |
of our being... He alone knows the inmost|
!/ongings and desires of our hearts. "God sees |
'me". I'pray that | may not judge my brothers |
l'and sisters, but that | may see their hearts, |
I'their longing, as God sees me....that | may|
l'love all as God loves me...that | may see not |
| with the eyes of the world, but with the eyes |
I of Christ when | look at others...that | may |
| forgive as God has forgiven me. Amen. :
Salwa Elias

Wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
subscribe online at www.olol.org.au\newsletter

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Friday 5 Feb from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




An eternally relevant parable greets us this
Sunday as we commemorate the Week of the
Righteous and Just. It is a parable about social
justice, an issue that speaks volumes about
our character.

‘For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, |
was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was
naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick
and you took care of me, | was in prison and
you visited me’v35-36. Throughout the
Scriptures we hear the call to care for the less
fortunate, the foreigner, the widow and the orphan and to be
compassionate and merciful as God is.

We are nearing the Lenten Season and today’s Gospel is a timely reminder
to do something positive for one another over Lent than merely giving up
chocolate. If we cast our glance a little further we will notice there are
many calling out for help.

In today’s world we have millions dying of starvation, many who are
homeless, refugees with nowhere to go, victims of the horrors of war,
those suffering mental trauma or addictions, others experiencing domestic
violence, people dying of cancer and other illnesses, partners going
through a bitter divorce, children neglected, human rights abused, women
raped, violent attacks on minorities, lonely individuals etc. If we don’t lift a
finger to help, then who will?

In the parable these who failed to have a social justice conscience were
perhaps ordinary people like us, who are so busy getting on with their own
lives and comfort, they failed to notice the suffering in the world
surrounding them. We need to awaken from our self-centeredness and
allow our hearts to be moved with compassion for others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Shepherd’s Covner

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

If we turn on our televisions to any channel, there is no doubt that we will see a
commercial seeking financial aid and support for the needy around the world. They
show us firsthand the devastating reality in which the less fortunate live and they

use children to appeal to our emotions.

Some of us may completely ignore and flick the channel whilst some of us may feel
some compassion towards the plight of the needy. Whatever it is that we do, there
is no running away or hiding from the fact that we have brothers and sisters in the

world who are in serious need of our help.

In order to achieve the Kingdom of God here on earth, we must act. We must do our

part to try and assist those in need. How can this be done?

C oLy £~ £ [ 99-

SAINT VERONICA
4 FEBRUARY

The woman of Jerusalem who wiped the face
of Christ with a veil while he was on the way
to Calvary. According to tradition, the cloth
was imprinted with the image of Christ's
face." Although, there is no scriptural
reference to this event, the legend of
Veronica became one of the most popular
in Christian lore and the veil one of the
beloved relics in the Church. According to
tradition, Veronica bore the relic away from
the Holy Land, and used it to cure

Emperor Tiberius of some illness.

The veil was subsequently seen in Rome in
the eighth century, and was translated to

St. Peter's in 1297 by command of Pope
Boniface VIII. Nothing is known about
Veronica, although the apocryphal Acts of
Pilate identify her with

the woman mentioned in the Gospel

of Matthew who suffered from an issue of
blood. Her name is probably derived from
Veronica, as was reported by Giraldus
Cambrensis. The term was thus a convenient
appellation to denote the genuine relic of
Veronica's veil and so differentiate from the
other similar relics, such as those kept in
Milan. The relic is still preserved in

St. Peter's, and the memory of Veronica's act
of charity is commemorated in the Stations
of the Cross.

Veronica is honoured with a feast day. Her
symbol is the veil bearing the face
of Christ and the Crown of Thorns.

Charbel Dib

Let us examine our family life first: Do we think about the less fortunate? Do we truly teach our children to think about
those who are less fortunate? On many occasions | have been invited to a variety of functions and being Lebanese doesn’t
really help. We tend to over-cater, resulting in food being wasted. There are times also, when we overfill our own plates
and we are unable to eat what is before us. Eating is important! It is vital that we eat so that our bodies may receive the
proper nutrition it needs for our normal day-to-day functioning. However, we must truly be mindful of trying our best so

that no food goes to waste.

Taking this to a deeper level, let us examine our attitude to life: Do we understand and appreciate that we all share in a
common humanity? Do we teach our kids to share? Being a human does not mean | am to be SELFISH. Yes, we are all
unique in our rightful ways but nevertheless, we are all a part of this world. What affects our brothers and sisters across
the globe, ultimately affects us also. We have seen this happen many times: when war breaks out in Lebanon, we feel

saddened and hurt.

This brings us to our spiritual life: Do we understand that we are all God’s creation? Do we truly feed ourselves and our
children the Word of God which is to LOVE? The world in which we live is slowly losing this great core value. We no longer
love our neighbour as Christ taught and showed us. We have become so individualistic and selfish, that there is no room to
love. On a daily basis | see and hear about families falling apart, brothers not talking to each other over petty things,
children arguing with their parents because they feel as though they are hard done by. Why do these troubles occur? The
answer is simply because we have lost the image of the Loving Christ, thus resulting in us no longer knowing what it means

to love.

So this week, as we celebrate and commemorate the Righteous and the Just, let us remember why they are called by such
a title: it is because they do ordinary things with immense and immeasurable love, trusting in the power of God who is
nothinﬁ but love. Let us teach ourselves and our children the true meaning of being human, of being a child of God and let

us work together to make reality the Kingdom of God here on Earth. Amen

Fr Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week

This week’s Gospel is perhaps one of the most memorised Gospels. It
attracts people for many different reasons but perhaps one of the biggest
reasons it does appeal to most, is because it speaks about final judgement
and how Christ shall separate the sheep from the goats.

Feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, welcoming strangers,
clothing the naked, caring for the sick and visiting those in prison; these all
seem like straightforward and easy things to do and they are indeed easy to
do.

However, it is not the deed but the manner in which the deed is done. This
is what is vital to the success of our actions and the determining factor
whether we are sheep or goats.

How is this so? Have a good read and reflect on St Paul’s letter to the
Corinthians (1 Cor 13:1-13). In his Epistle, St Paul writes of doing great and
wondrous things but emphasises that without LOVE, he is NOTHING.

When Christ was asked about which of the commandments was the great-
est He says: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
so)ul and with all your mind and love your neighbour as yourself." (Mt 22:-36-
37

This is what we celebrate this week; those men and women (the Righteous
and the Just) who displayed love in all their actions. They saw the face of Jesus in each person who was in need: the sick,
the hungry, the imprisoned, the thirsty, the stranger and the naked. They tended to their needs with deep love and they
knew that by taking care of those in need, they were also doing this for Christ.

So what is in it for you and me? Understandably, we all would like to reach Heaven. We all want to be sheep who are
called to stand at the right hand of Christ. If Heaven is your destination, love one another and assist those who are in need.
It doesn’t necessarily need to be a beggar on the street or a person in prison, look into your own families and homes, there
are so many who are in need of Christ and the only way to do this is to bring Him to them, through our love and support.

This week, as we keep in our prayers all the Righteous and the Just, let us learn from their wonderful examples and let us
ask ourselves: Do we want to be sheep or are we planning to be goats? The end is determined by us, therefore choose
wisely.

Dory Zaouk

Let ws help yow cawry your Cross!

Do you have someone who is sick? Do you need us to pray for them? Contact us to dedicate a Rosary or Divine Mercy to
your intention on a weeknight at the Parish. Your family and friends can join us. We will keep names confidential and avoid
photographs at your request.

To dedicate the Divine Mercy for your intention on a Friday night contact Cindy at cindy@designcorp.com.au or 0412 787 980.

To dedicate the Rosary to your intention on any other week night contact Rob at Rob Mourad@hotmail.com or 0404 066 877.

How lucky are we?

Last Sunday, the Sunday of the Priests in our Maronite &
Church, | was away on a holiday with my family. As we |
always do, we searched for the nearest Catholic '
Church to attend Mass, so we went to St Joseph
Catholic Church in Cessnock, Hunter Valley. We
started the Mass and to our surprise the Mass was
conducted by a lay person with the Eucharist having
been consecrated the day before by the priest. They s
only have one priest serving four different parishes ﬁé :H‘
and he can't be at all churches every Sunday. -

This made me think, how blessed are we to have a parish like Our Lady of Lebanon. We have at least three daily Masses,
and six Masses on Sundays. We can see a priest almost any time we need to. Unfortunately we sometimes take all this for
granted!

The reason | am writing this article is to say sorry. First to our Lord who has been looking after us and has provided us
with such a parish and all the facilities we have. Second to our priests, because if things are not done our way, we start to
complain between each other without telling them directly what is annoying us.

To our priests, | would like to say thank you, because you accepted God's call to you and most of you left your families
behind and came to Australia to provide us with this important ministry that is needed to save and help us on the way
towards eternity.

| would also like to apologise for every time | spoke about you and didn't speak directly to you.
Again, | proclaim that the parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon are so blessed to have you as spiritual leaders.
Joe Ayoub


mailto:cindy@designcorp.com.au
mailto:Rob_Mourad@hotmail.com

Parish Camera

Family of the Divine Word talk led by
Fr Maroun Moussa last Tuesday night

Adoration of Our Lord every Thursday

Maronite Lawyers Guild Mass for Feast night at 8.00pm

of St Ephrem and opening of the Law Year

TRt g Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation are
available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of the
Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: contact Lisa 96892899.

310 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

$5 a week

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,178,511 Units $1,627,181 Property $38,849

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter Community Business Net-

G EO RG E KH OU ZAM E The Newsletter reaches over %?)Bkinzl?\%gaals a week through print and

CATERING AND EVENTS

online media.
EST SYDNEY 1985 For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network Page for the
whole month.
. . For details call Joe on
private events weddings corporate events 0400 444 999.

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

I

say) cilual B

Sunday 1 February 2015 —Sunday of the Righteous & the Just

930am 40 DayMaroun Saad from Toula
11.00am 1 YearJamile Matta from Sebel widow of the late Roumanos Isaac
from Hadchit

5.00pm 40 Day for Karim Youssef Kesrwani from Jezzine
7.00pm  Diana Saleh wife of David Kasal from Basloukit (died in Adelaide)
2 - Entrance of our Lord into the Temple—Rite of Blessing of Candlles
Masses celebrated at 7.00am, 8.45am and 6.00pm
6.00pm  Souad Mkhael Maroun Douaihie from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)
Wednesday 4 February
7.00pm  Kobra Qazi wife of Mustafa Qazi from Mahabad Iran
Friday 6 February
7.30pm Kamal Hachem from Hasbaya EI Maten (Celebrated by
her nephew Fr Sami Chaaya LM)
Saturday 7 February
6.00pm 40 Day Youssef Ibrahim Baissari from Beit Millat
Sunday 8 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed
800am Leila Ibrahim Sassine from Kfarakka
9.30am 40 Day Bishop Estephan Hictor Doueihi from Zgharta
11.00am 1 Year Lamia Nehmetallah Manassa from Kfarfou
5.00pm  1Year Anthony Daniel Salame from Hadath El Jebbeh
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

M
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Parish Groups and Committees

‘ Pastoral Council Meeting 4 February 7.30pm

Family & Adult Events

“The Spirit Confirms Us”
) ) “1..'.,.. CJ‘)S‘”
Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Fr Tadros by FDW
Tues 3 Feb 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

. ... Family Brunch .
Families are invited t09]om us for the family brunch
. Feb after 9.30 Mass in CYPC |
Ttis a great way to get to know others in the Parish. Feel free to bring a plate to share.

Faith Formation for Married Men & Women
_ Starts in February. SMS your name and email address to:
Juliette Ayoub 0403 133 502 (women) & Joe Ayoub 0411 752 993 (men)

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Resumes 7 February at 9.30am

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm

Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Resumes after school holidays

Youth Events

“The Rich Young Man”
Led by Sr Rose Calabretta
Wed 4 Feb at 8.00pm
After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC—ALL WELCOME

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998

Nursing Home Visit No Visit in January contact Therese 0431792205

Youth Meeting: 3 February 8pm contact Maroun 0410656099
CYPC L1 Mackillop Room followed by BBQ

Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre o;gan 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911

Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474,

Diocesan Notices

“The Call” - MYO Retreat
6th to 8th March - Benedict Retreat Centre
Cost $200 includes accommodation, meals and sessions.
To register or for more information
contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045

“Here I am Lord, Send Me”
Spiritual Retreat for all men who are considering a vocation to the
diocesab priesthood or permanent diaconate
Fri 20- Sun 22 February 2015
Mount Carmel Retreat Centre - Varroville
For info and to register call Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
or e-mail Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

General Parish Notices

Classes for First Holy Communion 2015
will start on Wed 4 February from 5pm to 6.30pm

2015 OLOL Parish Pilgrimage
2 June to 20 June 2015 - Registrations close 25 Feb
Cathedrals and Churches of Europe including Rome, Cascia, Padua,
Assisi, Florence, Venice, Turin, Nice, Cannes, Lordes, Paris and
more with option to Beirut (extra). Cost $7,250 pp. Lebanon option
$7,750 . If interested, send an e-mail to Fr Pierre or Tina at
tinasalame@hotmail.com

“Bible Basics"-English Bible Study Talks
Learn about the Bible in easy stages. No experience necessary.
Mondays 7.00pm to 8.00pm Starting 2 February
Youth Discussion Room — Level 1
For info and to book call Fr Yuhanna Azize
0435 764 824 or 9689 2899

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.

/) &\ Maronite Catholic Parish

Visit us at olol.org.au
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving em-
brace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: . .
A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, Deceased of Azar Family, Nicholas Youssef Tannous Abdul
had, Georgious Youssef Abdul Ahad, Michel Anjoul (B)Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Sobhi & Saadie
Bazouni Bazouni & their children & grandchildren (C&)( outros El Khoury Chalhoub, his wife Asma & son Youssef,
Tanous & Chmouni El Hesn, Youssel & Hani El Hesn & their children and grandchildren(G{ Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Khoury Gebrae FamilPr éH)
| Milia Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, (I) Tansa
& Souraya Ishac & their children & grandchildren, Julia & Tony Ishac K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Deceased
| of Khoury Family, g) (L% Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, Boulos Laulach (M) Anthony Mamah
~ | Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi,
Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Moussa Youssef Mikhael Moussa &
his wife Marie, Alichaa & Youssef Malkoun, (N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou Raidan,
Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, (R) Merched Raad & his wife Marine & son Youssef, (S)
Deceased of Simon Family, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John Saad & his wife Mazie, Dora Stanton, Jamilee Stanton, Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Dib Youssef Saliba, Father Boutros Sam and his wife Barbara, Souls in Purgatory (T) (W)
Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe, (Y) (2)
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