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Second Sunday after Epiphany

THE GOSPEL

The next day John again was standing with
two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the
Lamb of God!”
The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and
saw them following, he said to them, “What
are you looking for?” They said to him,
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher),
“where are you staying?” He said to them,
“Come and see.” They came and saw where
he was staying, and they remained with him
that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. One of the two who heard John
speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You
are to be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter).

Jn 1:35-42

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

| us from death to life, we pray that in our
i afflictions and trials, we do not forget that
| you will never abandon your children.

|
|
|
: . . . |
I In you there is life, and in you there is i
| consolation. May we embrace our faith in the i
| midst of all the turmoil that surrounds us, for -
i in you is our hope and our salvation. :
|
|
|
|

i We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
I who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
| Spirit, one God forever, Amen.

i By Salwa Elias

Next Sunday’s Readings

Sunday of the Priests
1Tim4:6-16
Lk 12 :42-48

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK

“Our
baptism has
changed us,

given us a
new and
glorious

hope”

Pope Francis

www.olol.org.au

THE EPISTLE

We do not proclaim ourselves; we
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. But we have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and
does not come from us. We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not de-
stroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be made visible in our bodies.
For while we live, we are always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that
the life of Jesus may be made visible in our
mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but
life in you. But just as we have the same
spirit of faith that is in accordance with
Scripture — “I believed, and so | spoke”
— we also believe, and so we speak,
because we know that the one who raised
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus,
and will bring us with you into his pres-
ence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so
that grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the
glory of God.

2 Cor 4: 5-15

Wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
subscribe online at www.olol.org.au\newsletter

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

AP.s FrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105




B We commenced the Season of the
Epiphany with an account of Jesus’
-y baptism. This marked the

"% commencement of his ministry. In
today’s Gospel Reading we begin to
see Jesus at work, inviting people to
spend time with him.

= Two disciples whose curiosity has

are you staying?’v38. Why would one
ask about a person’s place of
residence? It could be to discern what type of background a person comes
from —is it the affluent East side or are they a Westie! Yet more so, when
one enquires into the place of another, it suggests more than a passing
interest. It is a desire to linger around and be with this person.

Jesus does not hesitate to show the two disciples. He has time for people
and their curiosity. It was one of his many positive characteristics. It is
something we can take on board today, in a time of rush and arousing
suspicion of strangers. Do we have time to stop for a conversation and a
spiritual encounter with another?

Interestingly we are not told where the two disciples went with Jesus but
simply that ‘they came and saw where he was staying’v39. It is of no real
consequence what our place of residence looks like. It is hospitality that
matters as we read, ‘they remained with him that day’v39. People were
drawn to be with him not because of any wealth or beauty, but by his
acceptance and the time he willingly gave to each person. This is despite
the fact that even Jesus said in Lk 9:58, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’

Jesus was a man present for others and one who could make another feel
at ease. So don’t be afraid to approach Jesus and there find rest for your
weary souls. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Shepherd’s Covner

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Light fromthe Word - Come Home

. been piqued by Jesus, ask him, ‘where

FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF ST PETER
IN ROME
18 JANUARY

conferred by
Christ on Saint
Peter, and
continued in an
unbroken line
down to the
present Pope.

We celebrate
the unity of the
Church,
founded upon

LY 8 the Apostle,
L — . and renew our

e assent to the

Magisterium of the Roman Pontiff, extended
both to truths which are solemnly defined
ex cathedra (by papal infallibility), and to all
the acts of the ordinary Magisterium.

The feast of the Chair of Saint Peter at Rome
has been celebrated from the early days of
the Christian era on 18 January, in
commemoration of the day when Saint Peter
held his first service in Rome. The feast of the
Chair of Saint Peter at Antioch,
commemorating his foundation of the See of
Antioch, has also been long celebrated at
Rome, on 22 February.

Charbel Dib

In this week’s Gospel we find the disciples Andrew and Simon Peter asking our Lord a question that we in one way or
another also find ourselves asking: “Teacher, where are you staying?” We especially ask this question when we are
desperately seeking Christ in light of a tragedy, illness or loss or when we feel lost. However, it is a very important question
that we should be asking ourselves not just in the times that we are feeling down but all the time. We need to ask
ourselves this question on three levels. Firstly, where is Christ staying in “my” personal life? Secondly, where is Christ
staying in “my” family life? And thirdly, where is Christ staying in “my” parish life?

On a personal level we need to find where Jesus is staying in our words, in our actions, in our working life, in our prayer life
and in the inner depth of our souls and our faith life. On a family level we need to find where Jesus is staying in our
relationship with our spouse, with our children, in our communication with one another and in our family prayer life. On a
parish level we need to find where Jesus is staying in our communion and unity with one another, in our co-operation and
collaboration with one another and especially in our worship and prayer life together.

Between Christmas and New Years, | was privileged to join a group of families from our parish in a spiritual camp whose
theme was “For His Love is Never Ending.” Together with them, we sought to find Christ and revitalise His presence in our

lives; personal, family and parish. The spiritual camp
allowed each one of us on a personal, family and
parish level to seek Christ, find out where He is
staying on all levels and follow Him and reside with
Him. This was a wonderful experience in which we
lived the joy of God’s never ending love together as
a family. We came to understand the mystery of His
human nature and how we can be like Him so that |
our love too, can also be never ending.

In the near future, we are planning as a parish to
build on this wonderful experience and prepare
many events and activities including spiritual days
and camps for our families because it is in our
families that we will find where Jesus is staying. It is
in our wider parish family that we will seek Him,
follow Him and then stay with Him so that we can
find the never ending love that He is.

Fr Tony Sarkis
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Baptismw - The connection between Baptism, Salvation and the Church

During this glorious Season of the Epiphany of our Lord, we
have been reflecting on our own baptism. Last week we
reflected on Baptism being more than just membership into
the church, but rather an incorporation into the Body of
Christ and a communion of the People of God. This week we
shall look at the necessity of baFtism for salvation and the
place of baptism in the ecclesiology of the Catholic Church.

Salvation

Is baptism necessary for salvation? The Council of Trent
affirmed the view that the sacraments and especially
baptism as being essential within the Christian process of
salvation focusing on the inherent connection between the
salvific work of Christ and its celebration in this sacrament.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus explicitly tells us that “no one
can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water
and spirit.” (John 3:5) Mark’s Gospel goes further to say that
“the one who believes and is baptised will be saved, but the
one who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)
Therefore both faith and baptism are pre-requisites for
salvation. In fact it could be stated that Baptismis a
celebration of faith in both words and gestures. It is the way
in which our faith is professed.

Salvation is unconditionally offered as a means of God’s
grace through the physical and tan%ble means of baptism.

It is the unity with Jesus, in his death and resurrection, and
the communion with the faithful that really make baptism “a
saving event and not a mere memorial” or spectacle.

The question of the necessity of baptism for salvation has
been debated greatly and continues to be. However, the
Second Vatican Council said on this point that those who are
seeking God and who are inwardly striving toward that
which constitutes baptism will also receive salvation. In
other words, they already represent an inward participation
in baptism, in Christ and in the Church. Again the
incorporation into Christ and the formation into God’s peo-
ple are clear in both the saving act of baptism and at anoth-
er level in the pursuit of the graces of baptism.

The Church

Vatican Il through the dogmatic constitution on the Church,
Lumen Gentium, tells us that the Church itself, in Christ, is a
kind of sacrament of intimate union with God and of the
unity of all humankind; that is, she is a sign and instrument
of such union and unity. Baptism manifests and embodies
this communion both with God and with humankind.
Through baptism “in Christ” the Church revolves around the
Christocentric dimension of her sacramental nature and it is

through her universal
mission that she unites
her people with God. This
is affirmed in article 11 of
the same constitution
with the ongoing theme
of incorporation.

Baptism is considered to
be the door of the
Church. In the hierarchy
of the sacraments it is
placed first and without it
reception of the other six sacraments is impossible. It is first
therefore in order and in importance. Together with
Confirmation and the Eucharist, it forms the first three
sacraments of initiation — initiation into Christ and initiation
into the Church. Thus baptism can only be received through
the Church. Pope Francis tells us in his encyclical letter
Lumen Fidei that baptism makes us see that faith is not the
accomplishment of individualistic actions on their own,
rather faith is something that is received by entering into an
ecclesial communion which transmits God’s graces. Those
who are baptised are commended to a new life in the
Church and thus this new life is received from the Church in
Jesus Christ as a gift from God.

The life long journey of faith begins with baptism and
develops through family up-bringing, catechetical
instruction, the reception of other sacraments and life
within the communion of the Church. From this we can see
that it is not only the family who are responsible for the
baptised person, but the entire parish congregation, that is
the Church. In fact, the whole program of religious
education and parish formation stems out of the parish’s
baptismal responsibilities which in turn gives the parish its
identity.

Unfortunately in recent times in this secular age, this
ecclesial dimension of baptism has been underplayed by the
debate on infant baptism, membership into the Church,
same-sex marriages and the like. It is up to each one of us to
ensure that the restoration and the revitalisation of the
ecclesial dimension of baptism as a necessity in the face of
the social challenges that exist today between Catholic faith
and secular society. More emphasis needs to be placed on
the role of the Church in the development of a faith filled
communitg. The Church has a responsibility in the on-going
life of the baptised to live baptismally.

Danny Nouh

Thiy is the Lamb- of God/

“Come and see” he said to them. They came and they saw.

missed it.
His warm love?

this ver
everywhere an

should walk towards Him.

Often in our lives — and | speak from my own personal experiences — we ask Jesus
same guestion: “Where are you staying?” We look for the Lord

we end up disappointed when we do not locate Him. It is probably
a wiser question if we ask ourselves “Where am | keeping you Jesus?” because
more often than not, it is not Christ who is misplaced, but ourselves who are lost.
Keep your eyes and heart on the target, Christ should be at the centre and we

As we journey through this Second Sunday after the Epiphany, let us keep in our
prayers all those who have dedicated their lives to the Lord: all the Priests and
Religious, who have accepted the gentle invitation of Christ to follow Him. We ask
that the Lord continues to work through them bringing us closer to Him, so that
with Andrew we may exclaim: “We have found the Messiah!”

“Here is the Lamb of God” (Jn 1:28) This is the second time we
hear John the Baptist revealing the identity of Christ. However, in
this week’s Gospel, one thing is different: something stirs in the
hearts of those who hear of this revelation and they want to follow Christ.

As | draw very close to entering Seminary life, | could not help but identify myself with this Gospel passage and in
particular, with Andrew and Simon Peter, both whom chose to follow Christ.

Andrew and Simon Peter trusted in something that John had spoken of. They trusted that God still loved them and that
He would send to them a saviour. They left all they knew and followed Christ. “Where are you staying?” they asked Him,

This is the same for me too. This is the calling. | heard the voice of Christ asking “come and see where | am staying” and |
trusted in what | heard and | decided to follow. It was the gentleness of the invitation that enticed me. It was not forceful
or rude; it was not demanding or intrusive. It was so gentle that if | was not paying attention, | would have definitely

This is the appeal of Christ. He comes with such gentleness to enter our lives. He comes with such love to enter our
hearts. But are we willing to listen? Are we willing to allow Jesus to touch us with His gentleness and to embrace us with

Dory Zaouk
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Fexsen Camp 2015
“Call of Duty” - What are you called to be?
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S

MaroniteCare COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE Planned Givi

Rt i Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation are
available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of the
Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: contact Lisa 96892899.

369 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

\

$5 a week

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,178,511 Units $1,627,181 Property $38,849

Community Business Network Page

( B Stop Paying Too Much!! [ ';".rs
" Il I- “ﬂ I g Business Growth Expert
LINA'S BOOKKEEPING SERVICES J - [ I Branding | Google Adwords |
WAREHOUSE
- - www.adcreators.com.au 1300 670 998

Mobile Apps | Online Marketing | Graphics
Mention this AD for a discount advice i
D’SCOUNT and help OLOL receive 20% OFF the profit
% 028677 8873
CHEMIST
£ lina@linashookkeeping.com.au
EASTWOOD - EPPING
PARRAMATTA - PENNANT HILLS
Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter Community Business Network Page? : - ——
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals a week through print and online media. Everything for your kids party needs
For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network Page for the whole month. —

For details call Joe on
0400 444 999.
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

%N
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Sunday 18 January: 2™ Sunday after Epiphan

11.00am 40 Day Raymond Chafic Hanna from Hadath El
Jebbeh

5.00pm 40 Day Antoine Gerges Boulos Antoun from Zgharta

Saturday 24 January:

6.00pm 40 Day Boutros Said Kazzi from Jieh

7.30pm  Antoun Merched Raad from Briset (livingin Daher EI-Ain)

Sunday 25 January: Sunday of the Priests

11.00am 40 Day Assaad Mtanios Khoudeir from Bane
5.00pm 40 Day Hanna Elias Chalouhi from Darbechtar
St Patrick’s Mass Centre, Guildford

6.00pm Charlotte Chebat Ramia from Mazrat Teffeh
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

3

(died in USA)
Parish Groups and Committees

\ Pastoral Council Meeting 4 February 7.30pm

Family & Adult Events

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

“Pope Francis’ Letter: Consecrated Life"
s ySall Blal) G b LLY ALy’
Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Sr Rose Therese by FDW
Tues 20 Jan 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

Library & Study Centre o%:en 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

N __ Family Brunch )
Families are invited to join us for the family brunch
. 1 Feb after 9.30 Mass in CYPC
Ttis a great way to get to know cthers in the Parish. Feel free to bring a plate to share.

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.

. Ffai_ﬁ? Formation for Married Men & Women .
Married Men faith formation meetings run once a month ?n Monday _nllcﬁ;htS
at 7.30pm (February to November%. Married wom8n aith formatiol
. happens on a separaté Monday at 7.30pm. )
If interested, please register to receive meetln?adates argd topics by sending

> .

_ MS of %our name and emai ess 10;
Juliette Ayoub 0403 133 502 (Womeng & Joe Ayoub 0411 752 993 (men)

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Mobile: 0434642509 Phone: 88409475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.

Teens Events

‘ Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Resumes after school holidays

Youth Events

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit No Visit in January contact Josette 0447777703
Youth Meeting: TBA contact Maroun 0410656099

Seniors Events

For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474,

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors will take place every fortnight and will include
board games, knitting, painting, cooking, watching movies, etc. If
5ou wish to bring a parent or ?rand arent, Blease call Elias Doro on
414 495 955 or the parish office 9689-2899.

Diocesan Notices

General Parish Notices

“Bible Basics”-English Bible Study Talks
Learn about the Bible in easy stages. No experience necessary.
Mondays 7.00pm to 8.00pm Starting 2 February
Youth Discussion Room — Level 1
For info and to book call Fr Yuhanna Azize
0435 764 824 or 9689 2899

Feast of Saint Ephrem & Opening of the Law Year
The Maronite Lawyers Guild invites Lawyers, Law Students their
families and friends to Mass celebrated bg
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Wed 28 Jan at 7.00pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
Followed by refreshments in the Seniors Room
Contact Fr Azize at yuhanna@maronite.com.au or 0435 764 824

Classes for First Holy Communion 2015
will start on Wed 4 February from 5pm to 6.30pm

Second Plate Collection - Sunday of the Priests
The second plate collection in all Masses next Saturday and Sunday
24 & 25 January 2015
will be dedicated to the CIergK Fund in our Maronite Eparchy.
Your support is kindly appreciated.

2015 OLOL Parish Pilgzrimage
2 June to 20 June 2015 .
Cathedrals and Churches of Europe including Rome, Cascia, Padua,
Assisi, Florence, Venice, Turin, Nice, Cannes, Lordes, Paris and
more with option to Beirut (extra). Cost $7,250 2p. Lebanon option
$7,750 . If interested, send an e-mail to Fr Pierre or Tina at
frpierre@hotmail.com or tinasalame@hotmail.com

Social Media

/) &\ Maronite Catholic Parish

Visit us at olol.org.au

Daily Bible verses to your mobile

To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your
Loving embrace for all etermt* especially those we Pray for: _

&A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, Deceased of Azar Family, (B)Raymond, Hanne

Charbel Bazouni, ( C) Boutros El Khoury Chalhoub, his eife Asma & son Youssef, (Gg Colleen

Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Khoury Ge-
brael Family (H) Milia Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, (II\)I K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Deceased of Khour Fami%:y, () (L) Pe-
| ter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Ar-
thur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef &
" Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Moussa Youssef Mikhael Moussa
o & his wife Marie, Alichaa & Youssef Malkoun, (N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia
Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, ( R) Merched
Raad & his wife Marine & son Youssef, (S) Deceased of Simon Family, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John Saad

& his wife Mazie, Dora Stanton, Jamilee Stanton, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Dib Youssef
Saliba, Souls in Purgatory (T) (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe, (Y) (Z)
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