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First Sunday after Epiphany

THE GOSPEL

The next day John saw Jesus coming
towards him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!” This is he of whom | said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” | myself
did not know him; but | came baptising
with water for this reason that he might
be revealed to Israel.” And John testified
“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it remained on him. |
myself did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptise with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who baptises with
the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen
and have testified that this is the Son of

God.”
JIn1:29-34

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

I'Lamb of God, as you take away the sins of the :
j world, may you wash away our sins and

| baptise us with the spiritual waters of your
i unconditional love. Just like John, allow our
I'hearts to experience the Holy Spirit that

| came down as a dove from Your Father’s

i Heavenly Kingdom in order for His Word to

| be testified by us, your sinful servants.

: May we, like you, be pleasing to Your Father
j so that we can truly become like You. Amen

By Joseph Wehbe

Next Sunday’s Readings
2Cor4:5-15
Jnl1:35-42

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK

“Tust like the
recasting of gold|
makes it pure
and new once
move, the Holy
Spirit also,
recasts the soul
through
Baptism.”

St JoAn Chrysostom

THE EPISTLE

| myself, Paul, appeal to you by the
meekness and gentleness of Christ - 1 who am
humble when face to face with you, but bold
toward you when | am away! - | ask that when
| am present | need not show boldness by
daring to oppose those who think we are
acting according to human standards. Indeed,
we live as human beings, but we do not wage
war according to human standards; for the
weapons of our warfare are not merely
human, but they have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments
and every proud obstacle raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive to obey Christ. We are ready to punish
every disobedience when your disobedience is
complete. Look at what is before your eyes. If
you are confident that you belong to Christ,
remind yourself of this, that just as you belong
to Christ, so also do we. Now, even if | boast a
little too much of our authority, which the
Lord gave for building you up and not for
tearing you down, | will not be ashamed of it. |
do not want to seem as though | am trying to
frighten you with my letters. For they say, “His
letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech
contemptible.” Let such people understand
that what we say by letter when absent, we
will also do when present.

2Cor10:1- 11

Wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
subscribe online at www.olol.org.au\newsletter

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am
St Raymond’s Parish (St. Joseph the Worker Church, Auburn South): Sunday 10.30am (Ar/Eng) Fr Sam 0417171737

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715




Light fromthe Word - Jesus is God

In this Season of the Epiphany
the greatness of Jesus is re-

vealed. He is one who has the
Spirit of God and is the Son of
God who has come to save us.

John declares, ‘Here is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin
of the world’v29. John attributes
a universal value to Jesus using a
Jewish symbol. In Exod 12:5-6,
we read about the Passover,
‘Your lamb shall be without
blemish . .. then the whole as-
sembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it.” The blood of
the lamb would save Israel from death. However when John
the Baptist proclaims Jesus as the Lamb of God, he adds that
Jesus would save the world, not just the Jews.

Again John says, ‘after me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.’ Jesus, the Son of God, has al-
ways been divine and will always remain divine as we read at
the very beginning of the Gospel, ‘In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God’1:1. John the Baptist recognises in Jesus not just another
person, but God among us.

Finally John testifies, ‘| saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove and it remained on him’v32. This has allusions to
the beginning of time ‘when God created the heavens and the
earth . . . while the Spirit of God swept over the face of the
waters’ (Gen 1:1-2). Again John is proclaiming that this Jesus
who stands before him is one whom has divine origins.

In the Season of the Epiphany, we recall Jesus’ baptism, John's
proclamation, and our invitation at baptism to live in the Spirit
of God and like children of God as Jesus showed us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the Sins of the
World!

Have we really thought about these words of John the
Baptist? Have we stopped to think of the implications that
these words have on our lives?

If we did, both you and | would be different people.

The idea of the Lamb being offered as a sacrifice is an old
Jewish custom when they were being delivered from slav-
ery into freedom. It was the blood of the lamb that was
posted on the doorsteps of the Jews that saved their first
born sons from being killed by the Angel of Death in the
10th and final plague to hit the lands of Egypt.

And then we have John, the bridge between the Old and
the New, who proclaims Christ to be the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. The Lamb, by whose
blood we were saved from slavery to sin into the freedom
of eternal life and salvation.

What then does it mean for us? In simple words, it means
that if we truly desire to live in eternity with God, then it is
ours for the taking. The ransom has already been paid.
Think about it carefully ... let it sink ... eternal life with God
in Heaven is ours for the taking. Once you gather yourself
after being confronted with such profoundness of truth,
listen to the words of Saint Paul together with John the
Baptist telling you: “Look at what is before your eyes. Here
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
But what must we do to inherit this great gift? Firstly, we
must testify and proclaim Christ as Lord. Secondly, like
Andrew and Simon and the other twelve, we must follow.
Then we are called to action. Which of these command-
ments is the greatest asked the lawyer: “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. You shall love your neighbour as
yourself” (Mt 22: 37-38) Love is the key to everything. It is
love that God showed when He sent His Son into the
world. It is love when Christ healed, cured, treated & for-
gave. It is love when Christ gave himself up freely for our
salvation. It is love for each other, through our actions and
our words that will save us. Amen

By Dory Zaouk

In this Glorious Season of the Epiphany of our Lord, each one of us is called individually by name so that we can be
immersed in the knowledge of Jesus Christ and uncover the splendour of living with Him through the celebration of the
sacraments and especially the sacrament of baptism. During this Season we renew the effects of our own baptism and
from it we gain repentance, freedom, renewal, salvation and holiness.

When we acknowledge our sins and mistakes and are truly sorry for them we are freed

from the heaviness that their weight places on us. It can be compared to the feeling

that we get when we immerse our heads in water and as we lift our head from the

water there is a great grasp for breath, a sigh of relief, a loud “aaahhhh”. It is as if we

have been saved from drowning in the waters of this earth and a great load has been

removed. This freedom comes from God who has given us the liberty to choose

between right and wrong and in turn leads to renewal. To renew oneself is not easy! It

is very difficult to rid ourselves of old habits, attitudes and feelings and it is much

easier said than done. However when we renew ourselves in the knowledge of Christ’s

love and allow it to work in our lives, this is when we are filled with the self awareness of our faults and work hard to
rectify them. Offcourse the ultimate reward in achieving this is salvation and holiness which can only come through Christ.

Just as we renew the effects of baptism in our own lives and families, we must also work hard to renew its effects in our
parish life. Each one of us is called to acknowledge our faults and mistakes and re-immerse ourselves in the life giving
waters of the Jordan which is our parish. It is here that we are called as disciples to cooperate in the mission of the church
according to the charisms and gifts with which we have been endowed by the Holy and Life Giving Spirit. Let us all work
together hand in hand in the knowledge of our Lord’s everlasting love so that we, our children and the generations that will

follow, can truly reap the benefits of our actions.

Fr Tony Sarkis
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Baptismw - More than just a Membership!

The feast of the Epiphany reminds us not only of the baptism
of our Lord by John the Baptist but also of our own baptism.
In the society which we live in today, many people consider
baptism to be a pass or a ticket to becoming a member of the
Church. They dress up in the finest clothes, eat and drink the
finest food and sing and dance the night (or day) away in cel-
ebration of this new membership. Photographers, decorated
boxes, expensive gowns and so on mark this special occasion.
In light of all this, we need to ask the question: is baptism just
the means by which people gain exclusive membership into
the Church or is there more at play here?

The Catholic Church teaches that “through baptism men and
women are incorporated into Christ and are formed into
God'’s people”, and this clearly shows that there definitely is
more at play. Two key words to the fundamental under-
standing of this statement are “incorporated” and “formed”.
The term “incorporated” means to be “combined in one
body; made part of” (Dictionary.com) while the term
“formed” means to “bring together parts or combine to cre-
ate something” (Dictionary.com). Aﬁplying these definitions
to the above statement we can re-phrase it to read: through
baptism men and women are combined and made part of the
one Body of Christ and are brought together or combined to
create the People of God. AIthou%]h the terms may be under-
stood to have a similar meaning they actually give rise to and
unfold two images of the Church that have been very promi-
nent in modern Catholic ecclesiology — the Body of Christ and
the People of God.

According to New Testament narratives, Jesus’ baptism was
fundamental to all Christian baptisms. They all give an
account of the event in varying detail and portray it as an
important moment in the ministry of Jesus, each giving rise to
a particular theological perspective. Regardless of each of the
theological perspectives, if we look at the act of Jesus being
baptised by John (even though he did not need to be
baptised) we find that the act itself gives a new meaning to
the baptism of repentance that John was proclaiming. Jesus
adds two dimensions, a dimension of incorporation which St
Jerome defines as: “In entering into the waters of the Jordan,
Jesus immersed all of humanity”, and a dimension of filiation
through the phrase “This is my beloved Son” (Mark 1:11).
Thus all of humanity becomes incorporated in Christ an
filiated with God the Father as his children.

ment.

group.

0411 752 993.

please SMS Juliette Ayoub on 0403 133 502.

Today, | would like to put this call to every man in this parish. Your family
needs you to lead it to holiness so do not hesitate to come and join us in this

For more information do not hesitate to contact me (Joe Ayoub) on

For Ladies, there is also a Faith Formation group which is held on alternate
nights. If you would like to join the Women ‘s Faith Formation,

Saint Paul however who is
primarily concerned with
Christian living tells us
that the true baptism of
Jesus lays in his death and
resurrection. In his letter
to the Romans, Saint Paul
tells us that:

“We were therefore buried
with him through baptism
into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like
his.” (Rom 6:4-5)

Saint Paul builds up his doctrine of salvation in previous
chapters of his writings and pivotally exclaims here that
through our baptism we are being incorporated into Christ’s
death and resurrection. We die to our sinfulness and are
raised to new life. We become a new creation and God’s
adopted children.

Therefore, incorporation and communion, rather than
membership are more fruitful concepts with which to think
about affiliation with the Church through baptism. Through
baptism we are “combined in the one body; and made part
of” Christ. Through baptism we are “brought together and
combined to create” God’s people. We die with him and are
raised with him. We are %ranted forgiveness of sin and
become worthy of the salvation of his Father through him.

| was fortunate enough to assist in the celebration of this
sacrament over the weekend. There were six children being
baptised and over 400 people in attendance wearing the
finest clothes and probably looking forward to eating and
drinking the finest food at the party afterwards. There were
photographers, decorated boxes and so on. One thing that
was missing however was the active participation in the Rite.
Very few responded and even fewer seemed to be praying. It
made me question whether they really understood what was
going on or were they just attending an inauguration of a new
member into the Church?

By Danny Nouh

A Call to Holiness - Facth Formaition

only be true by leading my family to heaven. This is the true meaning of fa-
thers' and husbands' call.

| main task that God created us for. Knowing our weaknesses, a group of men

| gathered in this parish and started working on our own spiritual formation,
seeking to know our lord more so we can transfer His image as a loving Father
. to our children. From this need, came the men's faith formation group.

" We meet once a month, listen to a topic purely about the Catholic faith inter-
preted in a way of living, so it is how to put the teaching of the Church in
practice in our daily life.

We have Dr. Manuel Cusi as our speaker. During our meetings we get to share our weaknesses and our way of improve-

From this group, many of us became more committed to working in the church, knowing that the only way we can get our
children to come to church is to lead them there and show them the happiness we get from being faithful people.

By Joe Ayoub




Feast of the Glorious Epiphany Mass
and the Rite of Blessing of the Water
celebrated at 10pm on the Eve of the
Epiphany

Young and old making great
use of the facilities in the
Community, Youth and
Pastoral Centre.

Rt i Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation are
available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of the
Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: contact Lisa 96892899.

361 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

$5 a week

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,178,511 Units $1,627,181 Property $38,849

Community Business Network Page

Are you seeking help with your online business2

( L B S Stop Paying Too Much!! S !S !Orsz 5 !';'Ors

Business Growth Expert

GCHEMIST
- N obile Apps nline Marketing raphics
WAREROUSE
Al D’ SCOUNT e Ot OL ekttt TR
R, 0286778873
; v CHEMIST
£ lina@linashookkeeping.com.au (]
EASTWOOD - EPPING PUNCHINELLO' S
PARRAMATTA - PENNANT HILLS PARTY tHIPE ForL

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter Community Business Network Page?
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals a week through print and online media.
For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network Page for the whole month.

For details call Joe on O355 77 585 585

0400 444 999. mpbwchmefbgmm

Everything for yvour kids party needs_ B
wisit our website or call
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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Sunday 11 January 2015 - 1st Sunday after Epiphany
11.00am Samuel Mikhael Toppalian from Kfardlakous
5.00pm Linda Semaan Assaad from Kertada

Friday 16 January:
6.00pm 40 Day Antonios Khodeir from Bann

Saturday 17 January:
6.00pm  1year Antoun Abboud from Basloukit

Sunday 18 January: 2™ Sunday after Epiphany
11.00am 40 Day Raymond Chafic Hanna from Hadath El Jebbeh
5.00pm 40 Day Antoine Gerges Boulos Antoun from Zgharta

g s S aal) s S gl 11 aaY)

B oM HE G gl dilde disalas psapall - 11:00

O ) e ol Aag) Gl Acalla i e el lees ld Aagnpddl 5:00
(0l 3 a5 )

S (1938 16 Azaal)
Ok ge opad Gusishil mhs asmal Oyl 6.00

S il 17 cudl
il (0 35 (sl ampall Ldl 6.00

) sy SEY aal) : SBD (gl 18 aad)
all Con e U 38 say sl s 11.00
B e Oshail Gl e Olsbail gyl ) 5.00

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

3

Parish Groups and Committees

‘ Pastoral Council Meeting 4 February 7.30pm

Family & Adult Events

~ Faith Formation for Married Men & Women
Married Men faith formation meetings run once a month on Monday
nights at 7.30pm (February to November). Married women faith
_formation happens on a separate Monday at 7.30pm. .
The aim is to enrich faith and spiritual life on a personal and family
level. Meetings conclude at 9pm. If interested, please register to
receive meeting dates and topics by sending SMS of your nhame and
] email address to: ) ]
Juliette Ayoub 0403 133 502 (for women faith formation)
Joe Ayou 0411 752 993 (for men faith formation)

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

‘ Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Resumes after school holidays

Youth Events

Blood Donation contact vy[na 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit No Visit in January contact Josette 0447777703
Youth Meeting: TBA contact Maroun 0410656099

Youth 2015 Harbour Cruise
_ Saturday 17 Jan 2015 at 7pm .
Cost: $60p/<|:3 includes Buffet Dinner & 2 levels of Entertainment
ontact Joanna Michael on 0447 442 940
or John Claude Tadros on 0422 643 203 for enquiries

Seniors Events

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors will take place every fortnight and will include
board games, knitting, painting, cooking, watching movies, etc. If
5ou wish to bring a parent or ?rand arent, Blease call Elias Doro on
414 495 955 or the parish office 9689-2899.

Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre o%:en 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434642509 Phone: 88409475.

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911

Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Diocesan Notices

General Parish Notices

“Bible Basics”-English Bible Study Talks
Learn about the Bible in easy stages. No experience necessary.
Mondays 7.00pm to 8.00pm Starting 2 February
Youth Discussion Room — Level 1
For info and to book call Fr Yuhanna Azize
0435 764 824 or 9689 2899

Feast of Saint Ephrem & Opening of the Law Year
The Maronite Lawyers Guild invites Lawyers, Law Students their
families and friends to Mass celebrated bg
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Wed 28 Jan at 7.00pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
Followed by refreshments in the Seniors Room
Contact Fr Azize at yuhanna@maronite.com.au or 0435 764 824

Classes for First Holy Communion 2015
will start on Wed 4 February from 5pm to 6.30pm

2015 OLOL Parish Pilgzrimage
2 June to 20 June 2015 .
Cathedrals and Churches of Europe including Rome, Cascia, Padua,
Assisi, Florence, Venice, Turin, Nice, Cannes, Lordes, Paris and
more with option to Beirut (extra). Cost $7,250 2p. Lebanon option
$7,750 . If interested, send an e-mail to Fr Pierre or Tina at
frpierre@hotmail.com or tinasalame@hotmail.com

Regtlstratlon of Marriages and Children in Lebanon by appoint-
ment. Mon 9am-3pm and Sat 9am-12pm or call = Fr Pierre Diocesan Co-,
ordinator on 0411 735 258 or Maronite Foundation 9787 9930 or Maronite
Diocesan Research Centre 0449 251 934.
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Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your
Loving embrace for all etermt* especially those we Pray for: .
A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, Deceased of Azar Family, (B)Raymond, Hanne
Charbel Bazouni, ( C) Boutros EIl Khouré Chalhoub, his eife Asma & son Youssef, (Gg Colleen
Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, (H) Milia Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and
son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, (IK/[K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar,
¥ Deceased of Khoury Family, (J) (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, (M) Anthony
' Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra
Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife
| Jamile, Moussa Youssef Mikhael Moussa & his wife Marie, Alichaa & Youssef Malkoun, (N) Jamil,
Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour
Romanos & son Joseph, (R) Merched Raad & his wife Marine & son Youssef, (S) Deceased of Simon
Family, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John Saad & his wife Mazie, Dora Stanton, Jamilee Stanton, Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Souls in Purgatory (T) (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe, (Y) (Z)
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