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THE GOSPEL

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son.

Her neighbours and relatives heard that the
Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and
they rejoiced with her.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the
child, and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father.

But his mother said, “No; he is to be called
John.”

They said to her, “None of your relatives has
this name.”

Then they began motioning to his father to
find out what name he wanted to give him.
He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His
name is John.” And all of them were amazed.
Immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue freed, and he began to speak,

praising God.

Fear came over all their neighbors, and all the-
se things were talked about throughout the
entire hill country of Judea. All who heard
them pondered them and said, “What then
will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand
of the Lord was with him. Luke 1: 57 - 66

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

. The fulfilment of Your promise to Zechariah and .

I Elizabeth has become a reality. An aged, barren *
woman has given birth to a son and his name is

. John. You have truly filled his parents and all

I those who witnessed his birth, with immense
and indescribable happiness. Who is able to

. fathom Your majesty? Who is able to question

I Your truth?
Grant us true happiness that we seek in our

- lives, through fulfilling Your calling. May we

I always rejoice in Your Glory and abundant

! graces. Send us the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of

. Wisdom, so that we too, may be able to ponder .

I over Your works and believe in Your

! unfathomable mercy and salvation.

.Amen Dory Zaouk .

Issue 6

Next Sunday’s Readings

Eph3:1-13
Mt 1:18-25

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK

“It is during
our darkest
moments that
we must focus to

see the light.”

Avristotle Onassis

(Carols by Candlelight

“Light in the Darkness”

Fri 19 Dec 7.30pm
Church Grounds
with Live Nativity & our
Church Choirs
Families & all age groups
welcome

www.olol.org.au

THE EPISTLE

Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the
law, will you not listen to the law? For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a
slave woman and the other by a free
woman. One, the child of the slave, was born
according to the flesh; the other, the child of
the free woman, was born through the
promise. Now this is an allegory: these
women are two covenants. One woman, in
fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing
children for slavery.

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for
she is in slavery with her children. But the
other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem
above; she is free, and she is our mother.

For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one,
you who bear no children, burst into song
and shout, you who endure no birth pangs;
for the children of the desolate woman are
more numerous than the children of the one
who is married.”

Now you, my friends, are children of the
promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time
the child who was born according to the
flesh persecuted the child who was born
according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But
what does the scripture say? “Drive out the
slave and her child; for the child of the slave
will not share the inheritance with the child
of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are
children, not of the slave but of the free
woman. For freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery.

Gal 4:21-5:1

“O Come Let us Adore Him”

Christmas Adoration to the New Born King
with Carols: Thursday 18 December 8.00pm.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 11am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) 10.30am starting on Christmas Day

6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna 0435 764 824.




What is in a name? This is the question we ask, as
we enter deeper into the preparation for
Christmas, with this Sunday’s Gospel of the Birth
of John the Baptist. For Zechariah and Elizabeth,
the naming of their child would mean going
against tradition.

It was customary to name the first male son after
the father. In many cultures today there is still the
practice of naming a child after a grandparent.
However Zechariah and Elizabeth break that
custom, naming their son John, meaning the
grace or mercy of the Lord. This action
emphasises the freedom of individuals.

We are all unique and called by God in different ways and sometimes it is
necessary to break away from old understanding and to challenge the
past, in order for the new to break in. We see new life happening when
Zechariah names the child John, going against all expectations,
‘immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began
to speak, praising God’v64. God calls us to new beginnings, to trust in the
future, to break away from what keeps us tied to old tired ways.

The birth of John is a reminder that every person is born with a bigger
purpose than what our limited thinking wants to confine them to. As the
name John suggests, we are all born through God’s grace, and to be
faithful to this, we must live life much more than simply following
tradition and customs. We don’t just bear the name and story of those
before us. We create a new name for ourselves, a weave a new story,
through the grace of God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Shepherd’s Covner -

Dear Parishioners,

As we continue our journey towards Christmas, following the shining star of Bethlehem which leads us
to our Saviour and Prince of Peace, let us reflect on its radiance and the hope that it transmits in a time
when it seems that there is very little hope in our struggling world. It is very fitting that we reflect on
the this hope today. United as one Church, we take part in the Day of Solidarity with the Christians of
the Middle East, as announced by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. The injustice that is tak-
ing place in the Middle East is a tragedy that is unfolding in before our eyes. We are each called to do

ST DANIEL THE STYLITE
11 DECEMBER

Daniel was born in Syria in 409 and be-
came a monk in nearby Samosata on the
Upper Euphrates.

He learned of St. Simeon Stylites the Elder,
living on a pillar at Antioch and got to see
him twice. At the age of forty-two, Daniel
decided that he too wanted to become a
stylite and live on a pillar at a spot near
Constantinople. Therefore, Emperor Leo |,
built a series of pillars with a platform on
top for him, and Daniel was ordained
there by St. Gennadius.

The saint quickly became an attraction for
the people. He celebrated the Eucharist on
his pillar, preached sermons, dispensed
spiritual advice, and cured the sick who
were brought up to him.

Daniel lived his particular type of pillar
spirituality. He came down from his perch
only once in thirty-three years - to turn
Emperor Baliscus away from backing the
heresy of Monophysitism.

Daniel died in 493.

Charbel Dib

our little part in standing by the lands and cultures from which our faith and heritage have emerged.
Whether it is through prayer or through our time and resources, we must not turn a blind eye to this tragedy.

And the Star of Bethlehem which sparkled in the skies of the Middle East over 2000 years ago, is such a timely example of
the way in which our God and Creator always leads us from the darkness into the light. The star not only leads us to our
Lord Jesus Christ but it also signifies his presence in our lives because He is the Light. As we prepare for His birth, let us
ponder on the following reflections (by Sr Joyce Rupp) this week and in the weeks to come and allow the Star of our Lord to

truly help us welcome him into our hearts.

“Let the Star of Hope blaze through discouragement, doubt, and disgruntledness.”

“Let the Star of Kindness radiate through what you think, feel and do today.”

“Let the Star of Laughter sparkle in your eyes and in your smile.”

“Let the Star of Forgiveness draw you nearer to those with whom you are alienated.”
“Let the Star of Joy dance in the corners of your heart that have forgotten to sing.”

“Let the Star of Patience permeate that which you find difficult and irritable.”

“Let the Star of Justice lead you to speak out in order to change an injustice today.”

“Let the Star of Compassion draw into the world’s wide expanse of suffering.”

“Let the Star of Faith beam through you by what you say and do.”

“Let the Star of Love shine through you to the persons you would rather avoid.”

“Let the Star of Peace be a ray of steadfast calmness and tranquillity within you.”
Finally, Let the Light of our Lord Jesus Christ’s humility beam through the darkness of this world and enter into your lives

now and always.
Amen

Father Tony Sarkis
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& John the Baptist was the child of Zechariah (a priest in the

= Temple of Jerusalem) and Elizabeth (Mary’s cousin). He was a
miracle child whose birth was the first of the Announcements
#] in the Maronite Season of Advent. He lived as a hermit in
 the desert of Judea until about A.D. 27. When he was thirty, he
_,';: began to preach on the banks of the Jordan River, against the

— | evils of the times and called people to repent, baptising them
telling them that “the Kingdom of Heaven is close at

= hand" (Mt 4:17). John had a very large following and some
even wondered whether he was the Messiah.

According to the Gospel of Matthew, it states that as John was baptising, Jesus
came from Galilee wanting to be baptised also and John tried to refuse to do so
saying: “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” (Mt 3:14) And
after John had baptised Jesus, “the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” (Mt 3: 16-17) This was the
moment that John had witnessed the revelation of Christ and from thereon in
began to proclaim Christ as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world” (Jn 1:29)

Fearful of his great power with the people, Herod Antipas, had him arrested and
imprisoned when John denounced his adulterous and incestuous marriage with
Herodias, wife of his half-brother Philip. John was beheaded at the request of
Salome, daughter of Herodias, who asked for his head at the request of her
mother.

John the Baptist is presented as the last of the Old Testament prophets who was
to pave and make straight the path for Christ, making him the precursor to the
Messiah. His feast day is June 24th and the feast for his beheading is August 29th.
By Dory Zaouk

Christmas Novena in English

Fri 19 Dec —6.45pm

Sat 20 Dec — 8.00pm

Sunday 21 Dec — 6.30pm
Monday 22 December — 8pm
Tuesday 23 December — 8pm

Times are as follows:

Mon 15 Dec - 8pm

Tue 16 Dec—8pm

Wed 17 Dec — with 7pm English Mass
Thur 18 Dec — 8:00pm-With Adoration

Christmas Tree Intentions

Profiles of the Christmas Chawactery The jowrney to- Christmas
John the Baptist Swearing

This year we have kept the Christmas tree inside the
Church free for your intentions. Cards will be
available at all Masses from this Sunday to write
your intentions (you can remain anonymous) and
we will hang them on the tree and we will pray for
those intentions at Christmas Masses, the Christmas
Novena, Adoration, Rosary and Divine Mercy.

i'.4'r. wt Jnlentiani

If you are unable to make it to our Parish and want

us to pray for a specific intention, leave a comment

on our Facebook page and we will write it for you.
Media Committee

Christmas Adoration
“O come let us adore Him”
Adoration to the New Born King with Carols: Thursday 18 December at 8.00pm.

Carols by Candlelight

“Light in the Darkness”

Friday 19 December at 7.30pm
Church Grounds
Family and Adult Choirs with Live Christmas Nativity with Animals

Families & all age groups welcome

Thankfully | managed to get through this
week without much abuse regarding the
“arghile”. This week | would like to focus
on swearing. | think swearing affects
people in many different ways. The
excessive use of it in our Australian and
Lebanese societies renders us
indifferent at times to the damage that
it causes. It becomes natural for us to
slip in the “f” word a few times in each
sentence, not to mention the “s” words
and the “c” words and so on and so
forth. It is as if a conversation cannot be
had without recourse to these words as
a sort of placeholder for actual thought.
In our Lebanese culture, there is also a
tendency to use the Lord’s name in vain.
I’m sure many of you will have heard
“Rabak” used very much in a context
which does not befit the Lord in any
way, shape or form. This undoubtedly is
a sin. In fact, any kind of swearing is a
sin. For those who would like to deny
this, you are living in denial.

Our Lord tells us in the Gospel of
Matthew (12:36) "/ tell you, on the day
of judgment men will render account for
every careless word they utter." This
vulgar language is not only offensive to
the Lord and our brothers and sisters
but can also be very hurtful and harmful.
I’'m sure you’ve been in many situations
where such language has resulted in
many serious repercussions.
Unfortunately, we live in an age where
people think that it is very amusing
when a two year old child swears at his
mother or father. In fact, not only is
swearing used in conversations in front
of them, but they are actually
encouraged to swear so that it can
provide some sort of humour. Is this the
right example that we should be setting
for our children? A child who is taught
to swear as a youngster will carry this
habit with him or her for the rest of
their lives. Not only is this bad for their
morals, but it also affects their
vocabulary and the way in which they
communicate with others.

St Paul instructs us in his Letter to the
Ephesians (5:4) to “Let there be no
filthiness, nor silly talk, nor levity, which
are not fitting; but instead let there be
thanksgiving.” Instead of teaching our
children to swear, we could teach them
how to pray or how to say loving things
to one another. We could teach them
how to praise and encourage one
another. Others do not deliberately
teach their children how to swear and
always ensure that they are punished
when they do, however they themselves
continue to exercise this verbal garbage.
Therefore the best way to teach our
children is for us to be good examples in
front of them. As we continue our
journey to Bethlehem, let us think about
the things that we say because our
words can truly be the “light that comes
out of the darkness” of our mouths.

By Danny Nouh
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Therese Simon led the English Faith talk discussion titled “A People of Life and
a People for Life” on Wednesday night after the 7pm Mass.

A Beautiful photo taken from the Traffic Controllers Christmas Party. The traffic
controllers always look after our safety and convenience. We thank them for

everything that they do for our Parish. A big thank you to Emily Dib for . -
MaroniteCare COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE Planned Giving Target

Rt i Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation are
$5 a week available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of the
Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office.
S ' For Enquiries: contact Lisa 96892899.
366 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,269,118 Units $1,628,150 Property $68,208

i Stop Paying Too Much!?

e I CHEMIST

Callus / Coms / Ingrown Toe Nads = . =  App line Markefing aphics
B WAREROUSE

Orthotics & Custom nnersoles

9637 3227 DISCOUNT ity THE
g CHEMIST

o) ! - = ]
~e EASTWOOD - EPPING PUNCHINELLO' S

PARRAMATTA - PENNANT HILLS LTy HHEE foL

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter Community Business Network Page? ) I
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals a week through print and online media. Fyeryiiung Tor your kids party needs
For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network Page for the whole month. T
For details call Joe on
0400 444 999.




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 7 December 2014 - Birth of John the Baptist
11.00am Mass for International Day for People with disability
5.00pm 40 Day George Dib Ters from Fouwar - Zgharta

St Joseph the Worker, Auburn
11.00am [skandar Saade Mouawad from Serhel

St Patrick’s, Guildford

6.00pm Saideh Abboud widow of Akel Chbat from Mazret El
Teffeh (died in Lebanon)

Monday 8 December

10.00am Funeral Antoun Gerges Boulos Antoun from Zgharta

Wednesday 10 December

5.30pm 40 Day Hanneh Katrib widow of Haress Yaacoub from
Karm El Mohr (died in Lebanon

7.00pm 1 Year Chawki Mkhael Karam from Kobayat

Friday 12 December

6.00pm T Year Youssef Francis El Takchi from Blouza

Saturday 13 December ) ) )

6.00pm Najla Saleh widow of Antonious Milan from Basloukit

Sunday 14 December 2014 - Revelation to Joseph - Feast of St Nematallah

T1.00am [ Year Wajih Boutros Dahdah from Zgharta

5.00pm Sister Monique Abboud from Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon)

Parish Groups and Committees

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

‘ Pastoral Council Meeting TBA

Family & Adult Events

“The Promise of God for Salvation”
Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Fr Tony Sarkis bg FDW
Tues 9 Dec 7.30pm in the Seniors Room—CYP!

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4pm-6pm

A Night on the Red Carpet - Teens Christmas Dinner
Friday 12 Dec - 7.30 to 11.30pm in the Cathedral Hall
Cost: $30p/p for group of 10 or $35p/p individually
Dress: Formal. Includes Dinner, Entertainment & lots of prizes
Contact Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 for enquiries

Youth Events

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit 21 Dec 2014 contact Josette 0447777703
Youth Meeting: TBA contact Maroun 0410656099

Christmas & Pre New Years Eve Pa
Tuesday 30 Dec —at 7.30 in the Cathedral Hal
Cost: $25p/p includes Dinner & Entertainment

Contact Joelle Frangi 0410 481 461 for enquiries
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Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre o;é:en 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
the Community at her Private Practice . Areas of Specialisation
include Depression and Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationships and
Family/Parenting. Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Amanda Nassif: 0433 217 063
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

2015 Youth Harbour Cruise
Saturday 17 Jan 2015 at 7pm
Cost: $60p/p includes Buffet Dinner & 2 levels of Entertainment
Contact Maroun Draybi 0410 656 099 for enquiries

Seniors Events

Help Support a bro this Movember by growing a mo and
raising money that will help men who are faced with

y mental health issues. .

&  To make a donation use the BPay details below:

BSB: ACCT: Description:
contact Joe on 0406 111 401 or Mick on 0405 323 360

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors will take place every fortnight and will include
board games, knitting, painting, cooking, watching movies, etc. If
Xou wish to bring a parent or 1=(rqrand arent, Blease call Elias Doro on
414 495 955 or the parish office 9689-2899.

Diocesan Notices

General Parish Notices

2015 OLOL Parish Pilgrimage
2 June to 20 June 2015
Cathedrals and Churches of Europe including Rome, Cascia, Padua,
Assisi, Florence, Venice, Turin, Nice, Cannes, Lordes, Paris and
more with option to Beirut (extra). Cost $7,250 pp. Lebanon option
$7,750 . If interested, send an e-mail to Fr Pierre or Tina at
frpierre@hotmail.com or tinasalame@hotmail.com

Maronites on a Mission - Annual Fundraising Dinner
12 Dec 2014 at The Bellevue Bankstown
Tickets are $90 per person and $85 for a table of 10.

Funds raised will go towards funding Maronites on Mission food
runs and home visit initiatives for the whole year and the upcoming
trip to the Philippines in January 2015.

For more details visit the Maronites on Mission Facebook page or
contact Hannan Hanna on 0415 596 441.

) Visit us at olol.org.au
// \\ Maronite Catholic Parish

_ Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.

New Parishes
Congratulations to our Eparchy on the announcement of two new parishes:

St Raymond’s Parish, Auburn: Parish Priest Fr Sam Wehbe
Suburbs of St Raymond’s Parish include: Auburn, Lidcombe, Berala,
RePents Park, Potts Hill, Chullora, Birrong, Sefton, Bass Hill, Chester
Hill, Villawood, Granville South and Guildford South.

St Charbel’s Parish, Perth: Parish Priest Fr Youssef Abouzeid
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your
Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, (B)
Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Asaad Gerges Boustani, Elias Becharra(C) (D) (E)(F) (G)
Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son
Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, (I) (K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, (])
(L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, (M)Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family,
. Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef &
Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Alichaa & Youssef Malkoun,
Chahade Maroun, George Maroun, Baby Maria Maroun, Charbel Maroun and all the departed from
the Maroun Family (N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi
Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine , Joseph John
Saad & his wife Mazie, Souls in Purgatory (T) (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, (Y) (Z)
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