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Sunday 20 October 2013

THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according
to his ability. Then he went away. The one who
had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more
talents.

In the same way, the one who had the two
talents made two more talents. But the one who
had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time, the master of those slaves
came and settled accounts with them. Then the
one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying:
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents.

Issue 52

Next Sunday’s Readings
Rom12:9-21

See, | have made five more talents.’ Mt 25:31-46
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in QUOTE OF THE

a few things, | will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’

And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying: ‘Master, you handed over to me
two talents. See, | have made two more talents.’
His master said to him: “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, | will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’

Then the one who had received the one talent
also came forward, saying: ‘Master, | knew that
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; So | was afraid, and | went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.” But his master replied: ‘You wicked and

od at the end of

gle bit of talent le

and could say,

used everythin
you gave me’.”

lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where| = — — — — — —
| Lord Jesus, You gave each one of us special talents, knowing that |

we are able to work with them and make them grow. Allow us |

to trust in You and in ourselves and be wise in the way we use

I them with loyalty and trust, so that we may inspire others to
share their talents and not be afraid to hide them. Amen I

did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter?
Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return | would have I
received what was my own with interest. So take
the talent from him, and give it to the one with
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more
will be given, and they will have an abundance; I
but from those who have nothing, even what

they have will be taken away. As for this |
worthless slave, throw him into the outer
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My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgression, you who have received the
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit
of gentleness. Take care that you
yourselves are not tempted. Bear one
another’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who
are nothing think they are something, they
deceive themselves.

All must test their own work; then that
work, rather than their neighbour’s work,
will become a cause for pride. For all must
carry their own loads. Those who are
taught the word must share in all good
things with their teacher.

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked,
for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow
to your own flesh, you will reap corruption
from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit,
you will reap eternal life from the Spirit.
So let us not grow weary in doing what is
right, for we will reap at harvest time, if
we do not give up. So then, whenever we
have an opportunity, let us work for the
good of all, and especially for those of the

family of faith.
Gal6:1-10

Michel Gittany

darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’ Mt 25 : 14 - 30

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if so send your request to
newsletter@olol.org.au

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.
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In the parable of the talents there are key phrases that come
to our attention. Let us take a further look at some of these.

The Master of the parable ‘gave’v15 his money to three slaves |
to make use of. Interestingly on his return, two of these slaves
state that the master ‘handed over’v20, 22 to them the 2
money. Only the last servant does not acknowledge this giving
or receiving. The idea here of giving, or handing over to
another is important because as the parable unfolds we begin \
to see that how we acknowledge what is given to us determines our response
to it. For the first two slaves, this giving was important, as the Master publicly
acknowledged his trust in them and they in return reciprocated the giving by
upholding the responsibility given to them. In contrast the last slave never
mentions ‘receiving’ or being ‘handed over’ any wealth or responsibility. His
lack of appreciation resulted in a wasted opportunity.

The second focus point of this parable is the term, ‘after a long time’v19. It is
evident that effort and reaping rewards takes time. The three slaves have ample
time to make the most of their situation which acknowledges the encounters
with failure, struggle, questions, testing and success. When effort and
commitment is given to the task at hand, eventually there will come a time of
fortune. The Master provided the talents and the time in order for his servants
to achieve. The one that did not, had only excuses and blame to show for his
lack of effort.

So today’s parable challenges us to take a better look at what we have been
given, acknowledge it and then using it, turn our current situation in life into
something more promising. We have a life time to do this, with God’s patient
blessings. Amen

“CONSOLATION, CROSS & PRAYER”

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Dear Parishioners,

In his homily to seminarians, novices and those discerning their vocation on 7 July
2013, Pope Francis talks about three elements which are crucial reference points of
Christian mission. These are the joy of consolation, the Cross and prayer.

The Joy of Consolation

The Holy Pontiff speaks about God’s consolation and compares it to a mother’s
caress saying: “as when a mother takes her child upon her knee and caresses him or
her: so the Lord will do and does with us.” He then goes on to say that if we
experience this consolation, we must then go out and pass it on to others. And
what joy it is to bring God’s consolation to others!

The Cross

The second point that the Pope talks about is conforming ourselves to the logic of the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ—the logic of Love. “It is the Cross, and always the Cross
with Christ, which guarantees the fruitfulness of our mission And it is from the Cross,
the supreme act of mercy and love, that we are reborn as a “new creation””.

Prayer
The third element is prayer. The Holy Father explains to us that if a person is born of

prayer then he or she will find in prayer “the light and strength of their actions.” He
goes on to say that our Christian mission will be fruitless if we do not link it with our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Many times in our life we lose sight of these
three elements because we are consumed
with the noise that surrounds us. If we think
about our lives for one moment and how it
can be turned around due to illness, death or
misfortune we will realise that the Pope is
calling us to find joy, hope and love in
carrying our cross through prayer. Itis
through His Cross that we will find
consolation and be united with Him.

Fr Tony Sarkis

St Artemius of Antioch was a
veteran of the army of
Constantine the Great who was
made imperial prefect of Egypt.
The Eastern Churches name him
Mar Chalitta, because the name
in Syriac derives from the word
Commander or leader. George
the Cappadocian had been
intruded upon the episcopal
throne of Alexandria by the
Arian emperor Constantius, St.
Athanasius had fled, and it was
the duty of Challita to find him,
which he endeavoured to do
with great zeal among the
monasteries and hermitages of
the Egyptian desert. Challita also
fought against paganism,
destroying temples and images,
so that when Julian the Apostate
became emperor the persecutor
was in turn, persecuted. Many
accusations against Challita were
made to the emperor, among
others, that of breaking up idols;
he was accordingly deprived of
his property, and beheaded in
the year 362. Whether the
Challita whose healing shrine
was a great center of devotion at
Constantinople, was identical
with this Challita, the prefect of
Alexandria put to death by Julian
the Apostate, does not seem to
be entirely clear. But the Greek
life printed in the Acta
Sanctorum, which is based
ultimately upon the Arian
chronicler Philostorgius, quite
definitely assumes this. It also
states that the emperor
Constantius || commissioned
Challita to convey the refuted
relics of St. Andrew the Apostle
and St. Luke the Evangelist, from
Achaia to Constantinople.




ArtécleoftheWeek/ FOSTERING VOCATIONS WITH MARY THE MOTHER OF VOCATIONS

«. One of the distinguishing features of our Maronite Catholic Church is our love and devotion
to Our Lady. The Marian atmosphere in a family is the best foundation for a Catholic
upbringing. Our Maronite Church helps us to see that the Blessed Virgin is interested in

B especially mediating certain graces: one of them is the grace of the Priesthood and Religious

Life. Without this, the Church cannot fulfil its mission. Mary gave to the Church its first
Priest: Jesus Christ. She is the temple where the Supreme and Eternal Priest was
consecrated. Mary’s family gave to Christ the physical space for His priestly vocation.

Therefore, if we want “Vocations” to come from our families, we must cultivate that Marian
spirit in our homes. We are reminded many times in our own lives from when we are born;
our mothers immediately offer us and consecrate our lives to the Virgin so that Our Lady
could take care of us on our life’s journey. When we are in trouble or in need of help, we all
call out “Ya 3adra”. Let us also offer our young people to Our Lady and, if it be her will,
consecrate them to the Priesthood or the Religious Life.

As a family we can foster vocations within our own homes by prayer. In this month of the
Holy Rosary, let us pray the rosary with our children and add to each mystery an eleventh
Hail Mary, asking for religious vocations from among our children. You never know, God

may hear your prayers and bless your family with a religious sister or even a priest.

There was a town of about 5,500 inhabitants in Lebanon. In the last decades, 500 vocations came forth. What is the secret
of that unheard of fruitfulness? In this town, the mothers gathered every Sunday and said a simple prayer. They prayed to
God that each family would be blessed with a religious vocation. At the same time, they made a commitment to live with
their families a Christian life and to educate their children in this spirit. There we see the result of this simple act. The desire

must be accompanied with a current of prayer.
Mary Mother of all Vocations, pray for us.

Pavent'y Corner

The religious education of
children is paramount to
their faith formation.
However in teaching our
children the facts about our
religion we sometimes
overlook to teach them how
to appreciate, partake in and
fall in love with our Divine
Liturgy. The Catholic Divine
Liturgy or Mass (regardless of Rite) is a precious gift that Our
Lord Jesus Christ instituted himself and the Apostles and
thereafter the Fathers of the Church developed into a
beautifully rich expression of worship, thanksgiving, prayer
and adoration. The poetry and symbolism which the Liturgy
contains encapsulates the eternal love of the bride (the
Church) to her bridegroom (Jesus Christ). It is disappointing
therefore to see how children fail to see and appreciate this
richness by their lack of participation. Going to church at
times becomes a regular Sunday chore that they have to
complete until they lose interest and stop going completely
when they reach a mature age. Unfortunately the blame lies
with the parents! Too often we see parents themselves not
interested in the sacred events that take place on the altar.
They do not sing or respond, they come late and leave early,
read the newsletter and worst of all they do not partake in
the sacraments. This offcourse influences the child to do the
same and the ones who are supposed to be the best
example for their children become the ones who lead their
children away from the Church and subsequently away from
Christ. To prevent this, we as parents must be the best
examples. We need to participate more, respond and show
our children how much we love partaking in the most divine
sacrament of all. We need to teach them how to open their
ears (to listen), open the mouths (to respond and
participate) and most importantly open their hearts to let
Jesus in. We all know how to do this, so what are we waiting
for?

Danny Nouh
Diyinz Lidiipeyy
Chidrewy Corner
& My beloved brothers and

I\ sisters,
» Welcome to the 6™
% Sunday in the Season of
the Glorious Cross.
This week T would like
you to put all your
efforts into participating
in the Divine Liturgy (Mass) with great faith
and love. Every Sunday you come to my
Father's house and ceregra‘re with me this
wonderful sacrament. T am very pleased to see
Eou every week. Sometimes I see that you may
e a little embarrassed to sing the hymns and
respond to the prayers. There is no need to be
embarrassed or shy! T would love to hear your
beautiful angelic voices. It is so important
that during the Divine Liturgy you open up your
ears to listen to the Word glgod open up
your mouths to sing and respond and most of
all open up your hearts and let me in. By
participating in the Divine Liturgy, you will be
partaking in the highest form o? prayer. You
will also be good examples for your brothers,
sisters, cousins and friends. Remember that
wherever you are I will always be with you.
I hope that you have a blessed week and
remember what I have said to you today.
Your brother Jesus

Pha
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Sodality Trip to St Rafga’s Parish - Austral

OLOL Family Committee invites you to attend the SAT: 23 NMD]B @ ]pM
MARRIEDEGHEEE | ES RESR EAT DAY | WHseied,orccnt

" = % ' " Our Lady of Lebanon Church
YO Uk Marrea g € Ly C; 3 s Sto V(’d 40 Alice St, Harris Park 2150

Guest Spot gl giyer Mesemers 95 e
N _ $06/ Farl. e, A

BUY ONI.INE NOW:
u/mermid

.
Place: Peter Canisius House 102 Mona Vale Rd Pymble
For registrations E:couplesretreat@optusnet.com.au or
call Josephine 0433 826 661 (btw 10am-5pm)
Includes breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon tea Enquiries:
Child care available if NEEDED for children over 5yrs @ $30each = Josette: 0447 777 703 »

CHURCI-I CAFE & BAKERY
C({pen everyday. 5
atering orders are :
S I 5 available. g : AK A
: Phone: WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU
: 88981550
Trade. Supply. & l.llllll.llls- :
ROLLS ROYCE « ASTON MARTIN * BENTLEY
FERRARI » HARLEY DAVIDSON * LAMBORGHINI Would you like to
B“(IEJ %Eégkﬁﬁm E Advertise here for a Month? | [EEEEIERREERIEEPRRrES
A oa0a vz Only $500 ph 1300 317 317
WEDDINGS - AIRPORTTRANSFERS
SPECIAL EVENTS - CORPORATE

Interested in becomin rt.of our Newsletter Communl
The News?etter reaches overgzggo indivi ua S andt am| ies a wee r|nt and ele ro?nc media.
0 you can promote your business on our Buisnes, the whole month.

For details email events@olol.org.au or caT oe o ?g ‘1
Proceeds assist with the monthly rinting costs of our ull colour newsletter
Toner & Copier: $3900, Staples:$300, Paper: $250, Staff Wages:S 350

Rum ess Network Page



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3b6317ce27074f43ac154740acfbeebc&URL=mailto%3aevents%40olol.org.au

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 20 October: Sixth Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am Living & departed of Knat for the Feast of St Challita
5:00pm 1 Yr Boutros Sassine from Karem Sadeh

St Joseph - Auburn 11:00am 40 Day Hanna Antoun Matta from

Rishmaya—Aliyeh Jabal Lebnan

Monday 21 October:
10:00am Funeral Rosa Tony Alsaydeh Tawk from Becharee
6:00pm Nawal George Moussa from Daher ElAin (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 26 October:
6:00pm 1 Yr George Hanna Wakim from Zgharta

Sunday 27 October: Seventh Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am Living & departed of Danny Kamil Chamoun & his

family & the President Kamil Chamoun & wife Zalpha
5:00pm 40 Day Hanna Caysar Beani from Barsa - Koura
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Parish Groups and Committees

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 12 November @ 7:30pm
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Charity Luncheon on Melbourne Cup Day
Tues 5 Nov. for the New Nursing Home. Details to follow.
Married Couples Retreat Day “Your Marriage in God's Story”
Sun 17 Nov 9am-5pm @ Peter Canisius House, 102 Mona Vale Rd,
Pymble. Led by Mons Shora & Dr Ryan Messmore. Tickets $100 per
couple, incl. Breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon Tea. Childcare
available for children over 5 years, $30 each.
Reg: couplesretreat@optusnet.com.au or Josephine 0433826661.
Carols by Candlelight Fri 13 Dec. Details to follow.

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Lunch at Crinitis Darling Harbour
Sun 17 Nov., $45 set Menu excluding drinks. Book through Rafic
0408358497- éeorge 0411069369 or email MConnected@olol.org.au
Spiritual Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. 10-3pm @ Centre for Christians, 14 Frances St.,
Randwick. Book with Sr Margaret 0412588045

Youth
Blood Donation Thurs 24 October @ 5:45pm, Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 27 October, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

"10 amazing things Catholics take for Granted” Faith Discussion
Wed 23 Oct @ 8pm, after 7pm English Mass, led by Peter Holmes

“A Collage of the Saints” Faith Talk
Fri 25 Oct @ 8pm, led by Fr Paul Rowse

Teens

Teens Faith Discussion Saturdays 4-6pm

Children's Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:00am in CPYC

Seniors

“"Returning to Our Roots” : Lebanese Heritage Expo.
Friday 8 November till Monday 11 November.
All welcome, especially the Youth. Details to follow.

People with Disability

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room All Day — 10pm
Library & Study Centre All Day — 10pm

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Psychologist Nada Coorey for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and Anxie-
ty/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/ Parenting.
Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Are you experiencing conflict at home?

The Maronite outh and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people
from 12-18 years of age and their families.

Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services This Service has been operating for
over 25 years right here at Our Lady of Lebanon Church.
MNF Services offers a method of Natural Family Planning that is
suitable for all stages of your Married-fertile life and is in line with
the Church'’s Teaching.
Prepare yourself for pregnancy, to space out your children, for
breastfeeding and also for menopause.
We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further information, please contact the Co-ordinator Leila
Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190
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Anta Akhi - Lebanon, Fundraising Dinner
Friday 15 Nov. 7:30pm @ The Grand Royale, Granville. Tickets $70
include Mezza, Dinner, Drinks & AMW Entertainment. To book
Joseph 0405122064 - Therese 0433350590
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

7pm Homilies are now back on the OLOL website
_Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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i Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held | 1y Memoriam & Thanks...
securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Raymond Anjoul, Antoine Azar & family (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, (C)
Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (E)Hanane, Wahibeh, Mounir,
El Bazouni, Raymond Eid (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis
Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Chafika, Sara, George Hawi, Tansa, Diby, Diab Hawi. Wadiaa,
Youssef Hady (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Mikhayel Badwi Khoury & wife Hanneh, Afifeh Khoury, Bassam & Charbel Khoury (L) Boulous Laoulach (M) Lichaa

to the Family of
Gabriel Coorey - $315
who requested in Lieu of flowers
donations be towards the OLOL
Community Youth & Pastoral Centre.
Our thanks to all who donated in
response. Be assured of our

Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & |  continuing prayers for your departed
Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T)Leila | family member. May he rest in peace.

Touma (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family, Fadel Zahoul wife Hawa & son Tony

Msgr Shora Maree & all the Priests
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