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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 29 September 2013

Third Sunday after the

THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “if anyone says to you, ‘Look!
Here is the Messiah!” or ‘There he is!’
do not believe it.

For false messiahs and false prophets will
appear and produce great signs and
omens, to lead astray, if possible, even the
elect. Take note, | have told you
beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look!
He is in the wilderness,” do not go out.

If they say, ‘Look! He is in the inner
rooms,” do not believe it. For as the light-
ning comes from the east and flashes as
far as the west, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is,
there the vultures will gather.
“Immediately after the suffering of those
days the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the stars will
fall from heaven, and the powers of
heaven will be shaken. Then the sign of
the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven’ with power and
great glory. And he will send out his angels
with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.

Mt 24:23-31

Issue 49

Gloriousy Crosy

Next Sunday’s Readings
1Thess5:1-11
Mt24:45-51

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK

| Lord Jesus, Mathew your disciple spoke of signs which signify the end
I times of this world. He spoke of the many false prophets that will come in

your name .

Help us Lord not to be consumed by the stresses of this world, which will I
distance ourselves from your holy presence. May we only be recharged
by your loving words and by staying close to you, so that when the end
Itimes approach, we will not be deceived and led astray by the prince of
darkness. For when you return, your glory will shine from every angle of I Want to receive the Newsletter by email,

Ithis world and be seen by all mankind. Amen.

Nina SakrI

www.olol.org.au

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me,
and observe those who live according to
the example you have in us. For many live
as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have
often told you of them, and now | tell you
even with tears. Their end is destruction;
their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly
things.

But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is
from there that we are expecting a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will
transform the body of our humiliation that
it may be conformed to the body of his
glory, by the power that also enables him
to make all things subject to himself.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom
| love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my

beloved.
Phil 3:17-4:1
“Raising Amazing Children”
“Don’t Just Try... Train!”
2 Cd’s by Matthew Kelly available at the
Giftshop, $5 each

Newsletter Sponsor

Merrylands Medclinic &

Specialist Centre
244 Pitt Street Merrylands NSW 2160
Immunisations, Family Planning and Care
Plans. X-Ray/Ultrasound & Pathology.
Multilingual Langxagt?s spoken including
rabic.

a
Ph: 9682 3972

if so send your request to
newsletter@olol.org.au

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This First Friday of the month 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




The coming of the Son of Man is mentioned in the Gospels. Often we hear 8
the question being asked, ‘When will God come again?’ or ‘When is the
last day?’ Let us examine what all this is about.

Firstly — one needs to understand that God has always existed and will ©
always be. The concept of time, of when and where, of days and years, is a
human concept. God is always with us and throughout time.

Secondly — in the fullness of time God became human (while also remain-
ing divine). God lived among us and we know him as Jesus.

Thirdly — during his human life, Jesus spoke much of the coming Kingdom of God. This is under-
stood to mean the establishment of God’s reign on earth, through justice, mercy and love. This
has already begun.

Fourthly — Paul in his letters writes of the Parousia or second coming. In his earlier letter to the
Thessalonians, it was apparent that the believers were expecting Christ to return very soon.
However with the passing of time, this second coming made way for a greater focus on living in
this world while preparing for the second coming.

Fifthly — today we continue to live in the hope of Christ and with the understanding that we are
to make the most of this life, as Jesus called us to (Jn 10:10), rather than be focussed only on a
second coming or after life.

Sixthly — the second coming is also closely tied in with our death for it is then that we come
once again face to face with God.

So until the second coming we are invited to take an active role in this world and work towards
the Kingdom of God here in our midst. Amen

Dear Parishioners,

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

d | "the spiritual one" - in Syriac,
I Ruhanan. He was born at

i

| Euthymus. He became the

Ruhana is the Syriac name for
Saint Cyriacus who was called

Corinth in the year 446 and
became a monk in Palestine
under the direction of Saint

superior of his monastery and
was a model for all because of
his piety, wisdom and
exhortations.

St Cyriacus rendered great
help to the Church in the
struggle with the spreading
heresy of the Origenists. By
prayer and by word, he
brought the wayward back to
the true path, and strength-
ened the Orthodox in their
faith.

“E STUDY PROGRAM AND A GREAT MOVIE”

Greetings after the first week of school holidays. Hopefully the holidays are a time when you and your family

make some extra slow down time to be with and enjoy each other.

For all the Year 12 HSC students we know these holidays will not be all about rest and a break but about pre-
paring for your exams. | am sure that you will have the prayers of your parents and family, as well as my
prayers with all the priests as we pray for you during our Masses. We pray that you will experience God’s

strength and guidance as you commit to your ‘E’ study program.

By the way, | heard that an ‘E’ for EFFECTIVE study program includes: Exercise regularly and Eat healthy. |
would add 5 other ‘E’s to your E study program — Ever trusting in God, Environment for study - quiet and
without distraction, Efficient use of time - don’t waste time, Ease-up-time - time to rest, relax and be with
family and an Early start to the plan, every day. Leave out one of these and your plan becomes less effective.

Actually these 7 ‘E’s are good for our daily life whether we are studying for exams or not. We can apply them

to our daily living and work lives.

Also, in speaking of holidays and down time, a good family movie to
watch together is the movie ‘42’. The film is about Jackie Robinson, the
first African American Negro to play major league basketball in America in
the late 1940s — a time where there was still segregation and great racial
prejudice.

Try and watch the movie this week on DVD and | will talk further about its g

inspiring message for us during the Season of the Holy Cross.
Mons Shora Maree

The Cross of Suffering & Discipleship....

otal love of God in Jesus (Suffering & Sacrifice)

ruth for my life

ransforms - Heals & Forgives

oday is the time to commit to be a Disciple carrying my Cross
rust his love

wo Commands - Love God and neighbour

hanksgiving - for abundant grace.

to the Cross of Light ,Triumph & Eternal Life.

$100
per
couple

For registrations e
call Josephine 0433

Includes breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon tea

Child care available if NEEDED for children over 5yrs @ $30each

OLOL Family Committee invites you to attend the

MARRIEDSGISEEPR | - S REMR EAT DAY
"Your Marriage in &
Guest Speakeg

Stm’(lj 1
an Messmore

Sunday
17 Nov

2013
9am-5pm

661 (btw 10am-5pm)



St Padre Pio

September 23rd/

Cyril, the author of the Life of
St Cyriacus, and a monk of the
Lavra of St Euthymius, was a
witness when St Cyriacus
predicted the impending death
of the chief heretics Nonos and
Leontius, and soon the heresy
would cease to spread.

He died at the age of 107.
Certain Maronite calendars
refer to him as Ruhana, "the
singer." Many churches and
monasteries in Lebanon are
dedicated to him. May his
prayers protect us. Amen.

The Ninth Commandment forbids the intentional
desire and longing for immoral sexuality. To sin
in the heart, Jesus says, is to lust after a woman
or a man in your heart with the desire and will to
have immoral sex with them. Just as human life
is a gift from God and needs to be respected,
defended, and protected, so, too, is human
sexuality. Catholicism regards human sexuality
as a divine gift, so it’s considered sacred in the
proper context — marriage. Any act outside of
marriage is considered a sin against this

commandment.

So many times we see and hear
of people who discourage their children
from religious life. The excuses are many and generally
stem from the selfishness of the parents in over-protecting their
children or from the general naivety of our society. “Who will carry on
the family name?”, “who will bare my long awaited grandchildren?”,
“who will inherit my wealth?”, “why should you give up your free-
dom?”, “why should you give up your career?” and so on are just a

small number of excuses that parents and society in general come up -
with to hinder people from discerning the priesthood or any sort of -
religious life. Often the child is rejected by his/her family, peers and

friends. If God is the one that is calling us to religious life, why is socie-

ty so afraid of this call?

Society is afraid of this call because it has become a selfish and materi-

alistic entity that puts a value — a material value not a moral value on

everything, even God’s call. In St Paul’s letter to the Phillippians this week, he says that the
minds of people who live as the enemies of the cross are set on “earthly things”. Matthew’s
Gospel this week also warns us against “false messiahs” and “false prophets”. Did you ever
consider that materialism and capitalism could very well be one of these? For some reason,
too many people believe that becoming a priest, nun or monk will not bring happiness and
satisfaction to their son or daughter. Will becoming very wealthy bring them the happiness
and satisfaction that they are looking for?

Parents have a key role in nurturing their child’s vocation. From the day they are born, par-
ents need to be setting a good Catholic Maronite foundation in the upbringing of their child
because as St Paul states “but our citizenship is in heaven” and not on earth. Yes, we know
exactly how to do this, but are we really doing it? There is no doubt that we love our children
very much and will strive to protect them from all evil, however we should stop protecting
them from God’s call. Instead, we should always speak of religious vocations as a life option;
we should support and encourage them if it is truly their calling; and we should pray for them
and their vocation as much as we can. As people who wish to “stay firm in the Lord”, is there
anything more satisfying than becoming one of His disciples? Think of all the lives that will be
touched, saved, loved and helped by your son or daughter. Think beyond the family name,
inheritance, grandchildren and so on. Your son or daughter will be spreading the word of God
and his infinite love. They will be also serving the people of God. Isn’t this of more value than
all of the riches that this capitalistic world has to offer?

Gibran Khalil Gibran once wrote “Your children are not your children. They are the sons and
daughters of life’s longing for itself. They come through you, but not from you, and though
they are with you yet they belong not to you”. So who are you to stop your child from listen-

ing to the call of our God? Danny Nouh
The Ninth- Commandment )
| The Ninth Commandment [ 01010000 Comer

Hello my dearest brothers and sisters. It
gives me so much joy to see you with
your families praying.

Continuing with our commandments,
this week we are focusing on the ninth
commandment: “You shall not covet
your neighbour’s wife”.

You may be thinking ‘well I am safe be-
cause this does not apply to me as I am
not married’ or ‘I am too young to be

.f-‘{:\ o &

As devout Maronite Catholics, we must always remember and
teach our children to treat marriage as a precious sacrament

which is to be guarded, respected, and honoured in our lives and

churches always. Holy matrimony is a loving union between a

male and female and never a union of same sex couples as God

has commanded since the beginning of time. Marriage is a
special gift from God who established the institution of Holy
matrimony whereby a man and a woman give themselves in
complete unity to one another, becoming one as Christ said in

the Gospel of Matthew, "He answered, "have you not read that

He who made them from the beginning made them male and
female”, and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father

and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become

one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let no man put asun-
der"“[Matt19 4:6].

Therefore, we as Maronite Catholics must protect our Lord’s

thinking about this.’

In fact it is very important to every person, no matter
how old you may be. Why?

Well, this commandment goes beyond just the ‘oh my
neighbour’s wife is sexy, I wish I could marry her.’
This commandment teaches you to be disciplined in
not desiring anything that anybody has. It also places
a great importance on the Sacrament of Marriage and
on the couple who are promising themselves to each
other before God and the community of witnesses.

It teaches you that promises made before God are to
be treated with respect and honour.

It also teaches you to be pure in thought, word and

sacred institution of this Holy Sacrament of marriage against the
vile and evils of the times of today where governments are trying
to put forth bills and decrees to allow same sex marriage. We
must be firm against allowing our children to live with each other
in sin. We must be steadfast in teaching our children the
importance of chastity and purity. We must all stand up and
defend what God willed from the beginning to the end by being
good examples and showing them how much we as parents love
one-another and are truly unified as one in the way that God

intended.

deed. It is a good thing to spend some time with your
parents talking about this commandment, as it will
surely help you when you grow up.

And always remember, if mum or dad can’t answer
your questions, go and see one of the priests who will
be more than glad to help you.

Enjoy the rest of your holidays.

Danny Nouh Your brother Jesus




ﬂ Parish Camera

Teens Day Out at Church

273 Teens waiting on their Day Out at Church on the theme "The Unknown" to unfold. They were led by the Net team to reflect on
their gifts and talents known and unknown and ask how God will call them to use them in their life vocation. Then they had Dinner
and the first Teens Roof top Dance on the OLOL Centre.

Builders’ Seminar

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becomingZ gart_of our Newsletter Community Business Network Page? _
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals and families a week through print and electronic media.
For $500 you can promote your business on our Buisness Network Page for the whole month.

For details email eventsolol.or._au_or call Joe on 0400 444 999.

Proceeds assist with the monthly $4500 printing costs of our full colour newsletter.

Toner & Copier: $3900, Staples:5300, Paper: $250, Staff Wages:S$ 350

Would you like to

Advertise here for a
Month?

Only $500

CH CAFE
BAKERY

Would you like to

B
: i O day.
Catering : Advertise here for a 5 Categﬁilgevery ay

Open everyday.

orders are : Month? : orders are

available.
Phone:
8898 1550

Only $500

available.
Phone:
8898 1550



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3b6317ce27074f43ac154740acfbeebc&URL=mailto%3aevents%40olol.org.au

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 29 September: Third Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am 1 Yr Sarkis Nicola Hobeiche from Kfarhawra
11:00am 40 Day Hasna Sayed Sarkis Ndayra from Zgharta
5:00pm 40 Peter Philippe Alfonse from Diman
St Joseph - Auburn 11:00am Adib Rizkallah Dib from El Hidd - Akar
Tuesday 1 October:
7:15pm Elias Gerges Rizk from Darb Ishtar
Friday 4 October:
6:00pm Toufic Makhlouf & his Sister Mariana Touma from Bekaakafra
Saturday S October:
6:00pm 1 Yr Lodi Trad from Barhelyoun
Sunday 29 September: Third Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am Living & Departed of Harf Mizyara for the Feast of St
Sarkis & Bakhous
5:00pm Living & Departed of Kfardlakous for the Feast of St
Sarkis & Bakhous
St Joseph - Auburn 11:00am 40 Day Michael Jalil Anjoul Hadchit

i

Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Maronite Services

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 1 Oct. @ 8:00pm
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronite Historg Course
Starting Tues 15 Oct - Tues 19 Nov. at St Joseph Croydon. Six week
course, cost $95. Bookings contact Fr Yuhanna 0435764824

Married Couples Retreat Day “Your Marriage in God's Story”
Sun 17 Nov 9am-5pm @ Peter Canisius House, 102 Mona Vale Rd,
Pymble. Led by Mons Shora & Dr Ryan Messmore. Tickets $100 per
couple, incl. Breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon Tea. Childcare
available for children over 5 years, $30 each.
Reg: couplesretreat@optusnet.com.au or Josephine 0433826661.

Youth Drop in Recreation Room All Day — 10pm
Library & Study Centre All Day — 10pm

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Retreat Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. @ Randwick. Details to follow. MConnected@olol.org.au

Psychologist Nada Coorey for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and Anxie-
ty/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/ Parenting.
Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Are you experiencing conflict at home?
The Maronite outh and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people

from 12-18 years of age and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Youth

Blood Donation Mon 10 October @ 5:45pm, Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 29 September, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: Tues 1 October @ 8:00pm

“A Collage of the Saints” Faith Talk
Fri 18 Oct @ 8pm, led by Fr Paul Rowse
_ N Spring val Dinner Dance”
Fri 4 Oct “Grand Westella” Featuring Lebanese Band & DJ. Meza,
Dinner, Drinks. Tickets $70. No Auction.
To book call Sid Daher 0403336223 or Joelle Frangi 0410481461,
To Sponsor contact Msgr Shora 0418969844 or Maroun Draybi 0410656099.

“WYD Sleepout & Testimony”
Sat 5 Oct. $40 includes dinner and brekky. Contact Joanne 0427503008

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services This Service has been operating for
over 25 years right here at Our Lady of Lebanon Church.
MNF Services offers a method of Natural Family Planningi that is
suitable for all stages of your Married-fertile life and is in line with
the Church’s Teaching.
Prepare yourself for pregnancy, to space out your children, for
breastfeeding and also for menopause.
We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further information, please contact the Co-ordinator Leila
Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Teens (School Holidays)

call Kim Moussa 0424658190
)l Ul Olbliug wleloi>]

Teens Camp Fri4 - Sun 6 Oct. @ St Joseph’s Conference
Centre Bringelly. Cost $150pp. Contact Tony 0401364335

Children's Events (School Holidays)

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:00am in CPYC

Seniors
‘ Mass & Lunch: Tues 1 Oct. @ 10:30am , Mass followed by Lunch ‘

People with Disability
‘ Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm
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General Notices

Health & Wellness
Thurs 3 Oct. @ 7:30pm @ St Charbel’s Church, Highclere Ave

White Stone Talk
white J\stone
Punchbowl. With Guest Speaker Patricia Armao. Cost $5.00 @ .

OLOL College Dinner Dance celebrating 40 years
Sat 19 Oct gﬂ Grand Westella for past and present staff, students,
parents and friends. Tickets $60. to book contact Georgette or to

sponsor contact Ramona 9633 6600.
As of 2014 Our Lad¥ of Lebanon College will be known as
Maronite College of the Holy Family (MCHF) Parramatta

7pm Homilies are now back on the OLOL website
_Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your hame on an sms to 0404057777.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

M Lord, may all the faithful de%a;rted whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your

//}”’ Lovmg embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
] 4 (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Michael Jalil Anjoul (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Wadieh Said Boustani, Soubhi &
q Saydeh Bazouni & family (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chedlac Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, Christine Constantine (D) Hanna
*} & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Tannous & Chemounie El Hossen, Youssef & Hanneh El Hossen & Family (F) (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George,

Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul
Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family, (I) Tansa & Thouraya Ishac & family, Julia & Tony Ishac & family (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, (L) Boulous Laoulach (M)
Lichaa Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun & wife Ghsoun (N) Badwi Jamil
Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila
Touma, Karim Tannous & Family (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family
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