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Second, Sunday of the
THE GOSPEL of THE EPISTLE
As Jesus came out of the temple and was going Glomwcm If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are

of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ
has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died. For since death came
through a human being, the resurrection of the
dead has also come through a human being; for as
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed
every ruler and every authority and power. For he
must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
For “God has put all things in subjection under his
feet.” But when it says, “All things are putin
subjection,” it is plain that this does not include the

away, his disciples came to point out to him the
buildings of the temple. Then he asked them, “You
see all these, do you not? Truly | tell you, not one
stone will be left here upon another; all will be
thrown down.” When he was sitting on the Mount
of Olives, the disciples came to him privately,
saying, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be
the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
Jesus answered them, “Beware that no one leads
you astray. For many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am the Messiah!” and they will lead many astray.
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see
that you are not alarmed; for this must take place,
but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there
will be famines and earthquakes in various places:
all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.

“Then they will hand you over to be tortured and Next Sunday’s Readings  one who put all things in subjection under him.
will put you to death, and you will be hated by all Phil 3:17-4:1 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son
nations because of my name. Then many will fall Mt 24:23-31 himself will also be subjected to the one who put
away, and they will betray one another and hate all things in subjection under him, so that God may
one another. And many false prophets will arise QUOTE OF THE be all in all. Otherwise, what will those people do
and lead many astray. And because of the increase WEEK who receive baptism on behalf of the dead? If the

of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. But
the one who endures to the end will be saved. And
this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the world, as a testimony to all the
nations; and then the end will come.

dead are not raised at all, why are people baptised
on their behalf? And why are we putting ourselves
in danger every hour? | die every day! That is as
certain, brothers and sisters, as my boasting of you
— a boast that | make in Christ Jesus our Lord. If
with merely human hopes | fought with wild
animals at Ephesus, what would | have gained by
it? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die.” Do not be deceived: “Bad

Mt 24:1-14
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Dear_Jesus, I company ruins good morals.” Come to a sober and
In this season of the Holy Cross, we are right mind, and sin no more; for some people have
I continually reminded of the saving and I . aith Talks " ° no knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.
redemptive power of your Cross. “The Problem of Suffering 1 Cor 15:19-34
|We ask Lord that the Cross always be our Wed %? ?Sﬁgga8ﬁgi12'<a_led by
refuge and our strength. We pray that we may | “ible; Literal or Figurative?” Newsletter Sponsor
be transformed into true witnesses of your I Fri 27 Sept @ 8pm, led by [ lini
|Cross, We askthatthe Love thatthe Cross |, Miertomes | Merrylands Hedclinic &
ety . || Saturday Morning | s pRRECIONEL CINES 21
|We pray Lord that your Cross and your i Mass is now i| Immunisations, Family Planning and Care

IChurch may be the sign of Hope for all people | 7:30am (not 8:00am) Plans. X-Ray/Ultrasound & Pathology.

and on that day of your second coming when - Froe Buildersi Multilingual Langxl?%eig.spoken including

|the Light of your Cross shines brighter than | Seminar & Dinner Ph: 96a82 3972
the sun, may we be worthy to stand in your I This Wed. 25 Sept at OLOL

presence as a people who embraced the Hall from 4:30pm for all

Want to receive the Newsletter by email,

| loving message of your Holy Cross. Amen ,  250clated L%E%Bﬁliﬂg? & if so send your request to
Charbel Dib | - To book contact Josephine newsletter@olol.org.au
L o Ty 0433826661

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




This Sunday’s Gospel passage depicts a world in conflict, war and despair.
So why then did God come among us?

Jesus lived in a time of Roman persecution and uprisings. In today’s
passage Jesus describes the times when, ‘nation will rise against nation . . .
there will be famines and earthquakes’v7. Today we see the continuation
of this in a world where many are malnourished, continual conflicts in the =5
Middle East, violence on the streets in Western Sydney and looming global = _———
environmental catastrophes. In such a state of chaos one may well ask, ’Where is God?’ In fact
why did Jesus live among us if all we have inherited is a world in anguish?

There is no simple answer to the misery that exists. We are not denying the great wonders and
beauty that exist, but the truth remains, that we need to acknowledge there is hatred,
lawlessness and injustice.

God created a world that was indeed very good but God also created us to be in the image of
God. Yet all too often we choose to be very human. The disappointments of the world are often
a result of our own failings to live up to God’s image. The attitude towards the world is a
reflection of our own attitude towards life. How we choose to live determines to a degree the
state of society around us. Yes, there will always be issues in life on both a local and global scale
but the question for us is how we contribute to the state of affairs.

God came among us not to sugar coat life and simplify our experiences. God came into the
midst of the upheaval to lead us to the possibility of living life to the fullest. We are not invited
into the cycle of destruction, but rather to be healers of a wounded world. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Dear Parishioners,

| half of his life in the
| confessional. He spent over 12
““A hours a day hearing the

~ | because they heard his words
~| changed lives and souls—but

We could say St Padre Pio lived

confessions of thousands who
came to him. They came

he was merely a sharp
instrument in the Lord’s hand.
He cut and wounded with
precision, as a surgeon does
who wounds in order to heal.
He got into the depths of souls
and rooted out the hidden
“cancers” to bring about radical
reform and conversion in
peoples’ lives. He had the gift
of reading souls, knowing if
penitents were sincere and
throwing them out if they were
not; needless to say, they came
back with true sorrow.

“ BUSINESS AS USUAL? NOT WITH THE CROSS ”

When we face hostility from others towards our Faith and the Church in our workplace it can be very chal-
lenging. How do we respond and even reach out to those who maybe hostile or fallen away from their faith

and their church?

The following powerful 7 responses, which have their source in Jesus, the Scriptures and the Churches Tradi-

tion are given to us in the Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 821.

It says for us to adequately respond to the call of Jesus towards unity and bringing others closer to Him as a

church and members of the church we are called to do the following.

1 - We are called as a Church community to Permanent Renewal in greater faithfulness to our Christian
Calling. This Renewal is the driving-force of attracting people back to Christ.

2 - Each member of the Church is to strive to deeper conversion of heart to try and live a holier life ac-
cording to the Gospel for it is the unfaithfulness of the members to Christ's gift which causes divisions;

3 - Prayer in common, because "change of heart and holiness of life, along with public and private prayer
for the unity of Christians, should be regarded as the soul of the whole ecumenical movement, and

merits the name 'spiritual ecumenism;"'282

4 - Fraternal knowledge of each other;283 this is where we listen to understand the experience of those
who are hostile or outside the church, for this is the beginning of being an instrument leading them to

the fullness of Christ’s Church.
5 - Ecumenical formation of the faithful and especially of priests;284

6 - Dialogue among theologians and meetings among Christians of the different churches and

communities; 285
7 - Collaboration among Christians in doing charitable works.286 "

These principles are a great guide for us in our interactions with non-Catholics in the workplace.

The Cross of Suffering and Discipleship.

otal love of God in Jesus (Suffering & Sacrifice)

ruth for my life

ransforms - Heals & Forgives

oday is the time to commit to be a Disciple carrying my Cross
rust his love

wo Commands - Love God and neighbour

hanksgiving - for abundant grace.

to the Cross of Light and Triumph
/Crowning & Eternal Life.

$100
per
couple

call Josephine 0433 826 661 " (btw 1 Oam 5pm )]
Includes breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon tea
Child care available if NEEDED for children over 5yrs @ $30each

Mons Shora Maree

OLOL Family Committee invites you to attend the

MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT DAY
"Your Marriage in &
Guest Speakeg

starg !
an essggre

Sunday
17 Nov

2013
9am-5pm




St Padure Pio
September 23rd/

Wouldn't it be great if we had
20/20 vision when it came to “seeing” God’s
will? Well, this perfect sight isn’t completely out of our
reach.

Optometrists sometimes suggest special eye exercises to
strengthen our sight and prevent it from worsening. Christ the
Divine Physician prescribes a divine exercise to keep our spiritual
sight healthy and fixed on Him — Confession. We hear in our by :
Maronite liturgy frequent reference to having a “pure conscience”. nt Y 11
in confession. | What is it, what are its benefits, and how do | have one?

. . . “A pure conscience is one that sees clearly, we may say instinctively, what should be done in
started to believe in confession a given situation and how to do it. The opposite of a pure conscience is a dull or desensitised
only after | went to Padre Pio. conscience. The sacrament of Penance, by the action of the Holy Spirit and his gift of counsel,
The first time | confessed to purifies our mind to recognize God’s will in every circumstance of our life, instantly and
. ) almost without reflection, and to know exactly what the Lord wants us to do.” (Fr John
him, he told me what sins | had Hardon)
committed.” When it comes down to it, the measure of our love for God is the measure of how willing we
We can “read our own souls” if | areto change for Him, to change into Him out of love for Him. The glorious cross is a
. . reminder to “lay down our life” so that we rise with Christ above our human weaknesses by
we listen to our consciences dying to our bad habits: our selfishness, greed, pride, jealousy, anger, laziness, gluttony,
and ask: “Lord, how have | sensuality. On the natural level, changing habits would be a tiresome chore if it were simply a
failed in following your will”. matter of will-power—repeating “I’'m not going to get angry” ten times over may work for a

while but it is purely God’s grace in the sacraments that is the source and sustenance of our
Always remember that He good intentions.
stretches out His arm of mercy Frequent confession helps us conform our lives to Christ and strengthens us in choosing his
in the confessional, waiting for will in everything, simply out of love for Him. As our love is strengthened, discovering His call
’ becomes a journey of love rather than one of fear or anxiety since, “There is no fear in love,
us to grab hold! but perfect love drives out fear” (1 Jn 4:18) Danny Nouh

One man
recounts: “l had
been going to
church every
Sunday but | had
no strong belief

Childvrewwsy Corner

Welcome to the second g "You Shall Not Bear
Sunday in the Season of ‘ : s
Letyour  the Glorious Cross. False Witness Against

= homes flower Welcome to the house of
l this spring! the Father, where you are
loved and cared for so
much. This week we are
looking at commandment
number 8. The eighth
commandment states
Soring is | . . that: “You shall not
pring is in the air. Flowers are blooming under the bear false witness against your neighbour.”
rain and sunshine and likewise, when you allow God  You may be asking “but who is my neighbour?” I have told
to ‘reign’ in your homes and the Son to be its centre, you that your neighbour is everyone around you. So how
grace will flourish. Here are some tips on how to let does this commandment apply to you?
God's ‘reian’ pour down and Christ’s ravs in! Of This commandment should remind you of the value of
0 gn'p / rays in: truth. It should also challenge you to be honest. It also
course, these suggestions should be implemented  tells you that you should avoid telling lies about other

gently and prudently: people. It calls you to stand up for what is good and right.
) ) . . In order to do this, you need to be well-informed people so
e  Begin praying as a family and reading from that you may make wise judgement about what is good
Scripture daily. The family Rosary is a powerful and what is right.
prayer. You can learn these from so many different places that you
. Make the Sacraments a regular celebration —  already go to. They include: the Church and listening to

«  Participate in the lay activities of your parish gj school ‘l’("ith yotl_,lr teahchers anctl:l in ytolgr grouSp OIE 1t:|r']iends.
. . ways ask questions when you do not know. Seek the
;ﬁ??;lﬁg'igyuind speak respectfully of priests help and guidance of those around you whom you trust.

> o ] And always remember this rule: “Do unto others as you

Make worshiping God a priority. Never miss  \would have done unto you.” Therefore, if you don't like
Mass because of visitors or being on holidays. people making up lies about you or lying to you, then don't

. : . . : do it to them. It is as simple as that. Treat your neighbour

When dlscussmg career chomgs with you.r children, as you want to be treated.

help them consider how God might be calling them. 1 pray that you enjoy the school holidays. Make sure that

you stay safe and that you attend Mass every week. It is a

holiday from school not from the Church.

I love you with all my life. Your brother Jesus

Danny Nouh




ﬂ Feast Week Highlights cont.

Marriage Prep Session on Communication led by Emotional States & their Difficulties, talk led by psychologist
psychologist Lillian Mawad Nada Coorey last Wednesday Night
. Jam—

-

The Role of Women in the Bible: Tackling the Difficult Texts, Fersen Bus Trip & Visit to St Nehmtallah
talk led by Dr Robert Tilley on Friday Night Centre at Appin for Mass, Lunch & Activities
T S ===

Family of the Divine Word formation talk for the Year of Faith on
“We Believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church” led by
Mons Shora Maree on Saturday morning

———
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Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page>
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals and families a week through print and electronic media.
For $500 you can promote your business on our Buisness Network Page for the whole month.
For details email events@olol.org.au or call Joe on 0400 444 999.
Proceeds assist with the monthly $4500 printing costs of our full colour newsletter.
Toner & Copier: $3900, Staples:5300, Paper: $250, Staff Wages:S$ 350

Would you like to
Advertise here for a
Month?
Only $500

CHU%EIIEE%%FE & Would you like to
Open everyday. : c Open everyday. :
Catering : Advertise here for a Foon 3;‘:15'121%
g{rc;eifasballée : Month? : available.

. : Phone:
sEas TS0 ; Only $500 i 8808 1550



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3b6317ce27074f43ac154740acfbeebc&URL=mailto%3aevents%40olol.org.au

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

ES

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES Eoan) il

Sunday 22 September: Second Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am Living & departed of Karm EIl Moher for the feast of St Moura
5:00pm 1 Yr Edwar Shahine Karam from Zgharta

Monday 23 September: St Padre Pio
10:30am Funeral Atour Awtel Moussa widow of Raymond Arash from Kfarsghab
5:00pm Mariam Y oussef Kamal from Ardeh (died in Lebanon)

Friday 27 September: St Vincent De Paul
6:00pm Wadad Youssef BouMelhem from Imar (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 28 September:
6:00pm 40 Day Hanna Bakhous Khoury Yazbek from Aslout

Sunday 29 September: Third Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am 1 Yr Sarkis Nicola Hobeiche from Kfarhawra
11:00am 40 Day Hasna Sayed Sarkis Ndayra from Zgharta
5:00pm 40 Peter Philippe Alfonse from Diman

i

Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Maronite Services

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 1 Oct. @ 8:00pm
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronite Historg Course
Starting Tues 15 Oct - Tues 19 Nov. at St Joseph Croydon. Six week
course, cost $95. Bookings contact Fr Yuhanna 0435764824

Married Couples Retreat Day “Your Marriage in God's Story”
Sun 17 Nov 9am-5pm @ Peter Canisius House, 102 Mona Vale Rd,
Pymble. Led by Mons Shora & Dr Ryan Messmore. Tickets $100 per
couple, incl. Breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon Tea. Childcare
available for children over 5 years, $30 each.
Reg: couplesretreat@optusnet.com.au or Josephine 0433826661.

Youth Drop in Recreation Room All Day — 10pm
Library & Study Centre All Day — 10pm

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Retreat Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. @ Randwick. Details to follow. MConnected@olol.org.au

Psychologist Nada Coorey for confidential counselling at Centre or at
Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and Anxiety/Panic
Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/ Parenting.

Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Are you experiencing conflict at home? .
The Maronite outh and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people
from 12-18 years of age and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi; 0433217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Youth

Blood Donation Mon 10 October @ 5:45pm, Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 29 September, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: Tues 1 October @ 8:00pm

“The Problem of Suffering” Faith Talk
Wed 25 Sept @ 8pm, after 7pm English Mass, led by Fr Yuhanna Azize

“Bible: Literal or Figurative?” Faith Talk
Fri 27 Sept @ 8pm, led by Mr Peter Holmes

_ N Spring val Dinner Dance”
Fri 4 Oct “Grand Westella” Featuring Lebanese Band & DJ. Meza,
Dinner, Drinks. Tickets $70. No Auction.
To book call Sid Daher 0403336223 or Joelle Frarlu:?l 0410481461,
To Sponsor contact Msgr Shora 0418969844 or Maroun Draybi 0410656099.

“WYD Sleepout & Testimony”
Sat 5 Oct. $40 includes dinner and brekky. Contact Joanne 0427503008

Leila: 0423 207 905
Services

Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Natural Fertili

21+ & Interested in being a mentor contact Serge: 0406060445,
serge@thefofproject.com.au or Natalie: natalie@gmail.com
For more information, log on to http://www.thefofproject.com.au

call Kim Moussa 0424658190
axc,)l Ul Olbliug wleloi>]

Teens (School Holidays)

Teens Day Out (During School HoIida,ysé)
Tues 24 Sept. 4-9pm. Theme, “The Unknown"” Entry $25pp.
Include dinner & Entertainment. Contact Tony 040136433

Teens Camp Fri 4 - Sun 6 Oct. @ St Joseph’s Conference
Centre Bringelly. Cost $150pp. Contact Tony 0401364335
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Children's Events (School Holidays)

White Stone Talk
white J\stone
@
General Notices

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:00am in CPYC

Seniors
‘ Mass & Lunch: Tues 1 Oct. @ 10:30am , Mass followed by Lunch ‘

People with Disability
‘ Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm ‘

Health & Wellness
Thurs 3 Oct. @ 7:30pm @ St Charbel's Church, Highclere Ave
Punchbowl. With Guest Speaker Patricia Armao. Cost $5.00
Free Builders’ Seminar & Dinner
Wed. 25 Sept at OLOL Hall from 4:30pm for all associated with Building &
receive 4CPD points. To book contact Josephine 0433826661
OLOL College Dinner Dance celebrating 40 years
Sat 19 Oct gb Grand Westella for past and present staff, students,
parents and friends. Tickets $60. to book contact Georgette or to
sponsor contact Ramona 9633 6600.
As of 2014 Our Lad¥ of Lebanon College will be known as
Maronite College of the Holy Family (MCHF) Parramatta
7pm Homilies are now back on the OLOL website
Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your
Loving embrace for all eternllgy especially those we Pray for:

| (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Michael Jalil Anjoul (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Wadieh Said Boustani, Soubhi &

q Saydeh Bazouni & family (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, Christine Constantine (D) Hanna

:} ' | & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Tannous & Chemounie El Hossen, Youssef & Hanneh El Hossen & Family (F) (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George,

Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul

Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family, (I) Tansa & Thouraya Ishac & family, Julia & Tony Ishac & family (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, (L) Boulous Laoulach (M)

Lichaa Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun & wife Ghsoun (N) Badwi Jamil

Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila
Touma, Karim Tannous & Family (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family
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