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Fretntion o the Glorius Crow

For the message about the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For itis
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where
is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom,
God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both

Now among those who went up to worship at
the festival were some Greeks. They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”

Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew
and Philip went and told Jesus.

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, | tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit.

Those who love their life lose it, and those
who hate their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow
me, and where | am, there will my servant be
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will
honour.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should |

Next Sunday’s Readings
1Cor15:19-34

say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it Mt24:1-14 Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
is for this reason that | have come to this hour. : the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came QUOTE OF THE wiser than human wisdom, and God’s

from heaven, WEEK weakness is stronger than human strength.

“I' have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.”
The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder.

Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your
sake, not for mine.

Now is the judgment of this world;

now the ruler of this world will be driven out.
And |, when | am lifted up from the earth,

will draw all people to myself.”

1Cor1:18-25
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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




A]_TATION o

On the 14th September the Church celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation
of the Glorious Cross and for us Maronites, we enter into the last season
of the liturgical cycle. The season of the cross extends over 7 weeks.

In the Gospel passage Jesus talks about his impending death in hopeful
and determined language. He knows what his purpose is and he will
complete what he has set his mind on. Jesus knows he has come for a
great purpose, he knows his importance and will commit to it fully, knowing ‘The hour has come
for the Son of Man to be glorified’v23. It is a passion for life that gives us wings to soar. It is
commitment to a cause that gives us meaning in life. It is in possessing deep love for life that
makes us stronger than we ever imagined we could be.

There is in each one of us a raging passion, a tenacious hold on life, a powerful drive to be, and
to be the best we were meant to be. Jesus knew who he fully was and in becoming the person
he was called to be he became one that drew others into his charisma, including the Greeks in
today’s Gospel who ‘came to see’v23.

When we know our worth, discover our abilities, pursue our deepest passions, allow our
hungers to motivate us, we become transforming people in a world that needs people who dare
dream and hope, as Jesus realised when he said, ‘And when | am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all people to myself'v32. Are we such people who can carry the Cross of the world on our
shoulders and walk toward victory no matter what the cost? Amen.

Dear Parishioners,

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

These holy Martyrs dwelt in Italy in
the reign of Hadrian (117-138). They
came of a rich and devout family
and their mother Sophia brought
them up in the Faith, Hope and Love
of the names she had given them.
Word of their admirable manner of
life reached the Emperor who,
hearing they were in Rome, sent
soldiers to bring them before him.
Considering their tender years, he
was amazed at how steadfast in the
faith Sophia’s daughters were, and
thinking it was only by supporting
one another that they were able to
hold their own against him, he put
them to the question separately.

Pistis (Faith), who was twelve years
old, was brought in first. She boldly
dismissed the tyrant’s flatteries and
deprecated his shameless deeds
and vain plots against the
Christians. The infuriated Emperor
had her stripped, mercilessly beaten
and her breasts torn off, whence
milk not blood flowed forth. The
other tortures she endured were to
no avail, for she was Erotected by
the power of God. When, at last,
they came to strike off her head,
Sophia encouraged her to accept
with joy the death that would unite
her to Christ.

“ BUSINESS AS USUAL? NOT WITH THE CROSS ”

In this last week a major issue was more heavily highlighted to me in the two different meetings; one
meeting was with a group of young committed family men and another, a group of youth in our Bible Talk on
Wednesday Night.

The major issue that both groups raised was that of the overwhelming ‘hostility’ there is towards our
Christian faith, in the workplace, universities, TAFE’s and also on the social scene. They also added they
experience this ‘hostility’ from members of our community. One young man mentioned a Maronite cousin
said to him “Why are you going to Bible Discussion? What, you want to become a priest?”

These fathers and young people have careers in various industries: building, teaching, law and all studied at
different universities and TAFE’s, they explained to me what it is like out there: how people look at you funny
if you bless yourself before you eat or you mention something about faith values and the Church.

You might ask why this might not be obvious to me as a priest. Well, we rarely get the chance to visit
parishioners at their work on building sites or at their office or university or TAFE. We visit people in their
homes, see them at Church or in the hospitals. So it can be easy for us to lose touch with what is happening
in thee environments and what our parishioners have to face. | thank all those who take the time to attend
what the Parish has to offer and for sharing their experiences and giving their feedback.

From this feedback, therefore, for the Season of the Glorious Cross, in the upcoming weeks, | am going to
focus my homilies on the theme of Christ, the power of His Cross and my faith in the study and workplace.
See below why the summary diagram from Bible & Faith Discussion on Wednesday Night with the 7 “T” of
the Cross. Meditate on these 7 “T” words this week on the truth & power of the Cross to better witness to

our faith in your workplace.
Mons Shora Maree

The Cross of Suffering and Discipleship....

OLOL Family Committee invites you to attend the

MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT DAY
"Your Marriage in Godlis Story’
Guest Speakeg

otal love of God in Jesus (Suffering & Sacrifice)

ruth for my life

ransforms - Heals & Forgives

oday is the time to commit to be a Disciple carrying my Cross
rust his love

wo Commands - Love God and neighbour

hanksgiving - for abundant grace.

an | essgpr €

to the Cross of Light and Triumph
/Crowning & Eternal Life.

o oo Sunday
17 Nov
2013

9am-5pm

For registrations lesretreat@optusnet.com.
call Josephine 0433 826 661 (btw 10am-5pm)
Includes breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon tea
Child care available if NEEDED for children over 5yrs @ $30each

$100
per
couple




SAINT SOPHIA
AND HER THREE DAUGHTERS

FAITH, HOPE AND AGAPE
17§

Elpis (Hope), who
was ten years old,
was brought in next.
Confessing Christ as
steadfastly as her
sister, shewas
beaten and cast into
a raging furnace, but
its fire went out on
touching her, in
whom love of God

burnt with a fiercer

flame than material

fire. After many other tortures, she

EOOGdIgd by the sword, giving thanks
o God.

Agape (Love), the third of the sisters,
was then summoned before the
Emperor whom anger had maddened.
She was only nine years old but of the

The Maronite Liturgical year

is coming to an end. In the liturgical cy-

cle we have lived the seasons of Christ’s birth, death

and resurrection. In this final season, the Season of the
Glorious Cross, we celebrate. We prepare and pray to Christ -
“May we find refuge in the shadow of your cross on the great
day of your second coming.” (Prayer of Forgiveness).

The season begins with the Exaltation of the Cross, and the
liturgy is one of great joy , we hear:

“O Christ our God, by your precious cross you have given us
perfect salvation and made us worthy to celebrate this feast
with hymns of praise.”

The cross, which previously was a sign of pain, suffering and
death, has become salvation, and for us “it is the power of

God”. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.

During the hymn at the Prayer of Forgiveness we also learn something about the
origins of the feast. The cross of Christ “had been lost but then was found through

C

s
fi
s

8
a

same steadfast mind as her sisters.
She was hung on a Eallows and

broken by the bonds. She was then
thrown into a furnace, from which

overwhelmed by earthly sorrow, she
ater at their tomb.

Saint Helen’s love and zeal.”

hained so tightly that her limbs were

he was delivered by an angel, and
nally, beheaded. Sophia rejoiced in

irit to see her daughters so
oriously making their way to the
bodes of the righteous but,

ave back her soul to God a few days

The Power of the Cross in our Families

For us Catholics, the Cross is the most important symbol

of our faith. It is our life and our salvation and it is

ever-present in everything that we do. As Maronites we

say “In the Name of the Cross” or “Ism Alsalib” as it is

more commonly known practically every time we bless

our food or our children or are faced with difficult

situations. When we have lost something, we call on the

name of the Cross to help us find it. When we are afraid

of something, we call on the name of the Cross to help

us. The power of the cross breaks the force of the devil

and the evil spirits. Therefore the Cross is not just the

most important symbol of our faith, but also the most

powerful symbol.

As parents we need to teach our children to put their faith and hope in
the Cross. We also need to teach them how to respect and be proud of
the Cross. This can be achieved in many ways. Here are some
examples:

1.

The sign of the cross should always be carried out with great
reverence and respect. We should always make the sign of the cross
fully, completely and with great love (touching our forehead, then
our stomach, left shoulder and right shoulder). It is not a wave in the
air or a beating of our chest.
The Crucifix should be placed in every room, especially bedrooms. If
possible, it should be put on top of the door. Our love and faith in
the crucifix will protect us and our children from all evil. It will also
remind us and our children of Jesus’ great love for us.
We should always bless our children with the sign of the cross -
before they go to sleep, before going to school or before embarking
on a journey. Remember that God has delegated to parents this
great gift of blessing their children.
When wearing the Cross as jewelry, we should always wear it with
great respect. We should not use the cross as a fashion statement or
to show-off. We should not compete with each-other regarding the
size of the biggest golden cross. Remember, that wearing a small
humble wooden cross around our necks with faith is better than
wearing a 15 cm, 24 carats golden cross without faith and
reverence.
Continue to call on the cross in everything that we say and do.
When we are need, we should not go to the superstitious remedies
that we are accustomed to like palm reading, “sub irsasa”, going to
people who think that they are mystics and can heal. Rather call on
the Cross and all your problems will be solved. All it takes is a little
faith, hope and love combined with the power of the Cross.
Lastly, always follow in the footsteps of Blessed John Paul Il and pray
at the foot of the Cross in the same way that Our Lady did.

Danny Nouh

Saint Helen was born in Edessa about 250AD. She converted to Christianity and was
the mother of the Emporor Constantine who became the first Christian Emperor of
Rome. She is credited with building many churches and helping the poor. On a
pilgrimage to the holy land she found the True Cross of Jesus.

Lord, we pray that like St Helen, your cross of salvation, peace and security is
revealed to us and that in it we find refuge.

The Holy Cross

Theresa Simon
Childvewy Corner

Again and again and always, welcome
to our Father’s house. It is truly a
blessing to see each of you at Mass,
praying together as one family.
This week the Church enters into the
Season of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross. It is the last season before the
renewal and consecration of the
Church and the preparation for
Christmas.
The Cross is a very important sign
and symbol. It is on the Cross that I
gave up my life and gave you eternal life. It is
on the Cross where I brought all people to
me and the Father and showed them how
much we loved them.
The Cross should have a very important place
in your life. The Cross is a powerful weapon
against evil. It scares away all evil and
blesses the person who is wearing it or signs
themself. Every Christian house, especially
your own homes, should at least have one
Cross placed somewhere where everyone can
see it. If you like, you can also ask mum or
dad to put one for you in your room. That
way you can always see me.
This week and always, make sure that you
sign yourself with the Cross when:
You wake up in the morning
Before and after meals
Before bed time
Whenever you feel scared or you need
strength.
And never ever be embarrassed to do the
sign of the Cross in front of others. Be proud
that you love me and that I love you.

Your brother Jesus




ﬂ Feast Week Highlights cont.

Last Sunday Night's Youth Karaoke & Chicken Night Pastoral Council Meeting on Tuesday Night Reflecting on Feast Week
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Youth Bible Talk Wednesday Night on the topic Cros
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Procession of the Cross on Friday Night for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Glorious Cross

Community Business Network Page

Would you like to

Advertise here for a
Month?

Only $500

i B
Open everyday. Would you like to Open everyday.

Caterin : . i Caterin
orders alge : Advertise here for a : orders age

available. : Month? ! available.
Phone: : : Phone:
8898 1550 : Only $500 : 88981550

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page? _ _
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals and families a week through print and electronic media.
For $500 you can promote your business on our Buisness Network Page for the whole month.
For details email eventsolol.or._au_or call Joe on 0400 444 999.
Proceeds assist with the monthly $4500 printing costs of our full colour newsletter.
Toner & Copier: $3900, Staples:5300, Paper: $250, Staff Wages:$ 350
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 15 September: Feast of the Glorious Cross & 1st Sunday after the Glorious Cross
8:00am Hanna Boutros Fayad from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)
11:00am 1 Yr Hassib Assia Younan & his wife

Josephine Maroun from Wadi Qannoubine
5:00pm 1 Yr Antoun Moukbil Sahyoun from Kfarfou

St Joseph - Auburn 11:00am Mirka Volska wife of Veshke

Volski from Poland

Monday 16 September

6:00pm Rafika Elias Francis from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)
Friday 20 September

6:00pm 40 Day Soubheyeh Eid Semaan from Hadchit
Saturday 21 September

6:00pm 40 Day Y oussef Boutros Ghaleb from Mazrat EINaher
Sunday 22 September: Second Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am Living & departed of Karm EI Moher for the feast of

St Moura
5:00pm 1 Yr Edwar Shahine Karam from Zgharta

i

Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Maronite Services

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 1 Oct. @ 8:00pm
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Married Couples Retreat Day “Your Marriage in God’s Story”
Sun 17 Nov 9am-5pm @ Peter Canisius House, 102 Mona Vale Rd,
Pymble. Led by Mons Shora & Dr Ryan Messmore. Tickets $100 per
couple, incl. Breakfast, lunch, morning/afternoon Tea. Childcare
available for children over 5 years, $30 each.
Reg: couplesretreat@optusnet.com.au or Josephine 0433826661.

Youth Drop in Recreation Room All Day — 10pm
Library & Study Centre All Day — 10pm

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Spiritual Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. @ Randwick. Details to follow. MConnected@olol.org.au

Youth

Psychologist Nada Coorey for confidential counselling at Centre or at
Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and Anxiety/Panic
Attacks, Relationship difficulties and amwI Parenting.

Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Are you experiencing conflict at home? .
The Maronite outh and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people
from 12-18 years of age and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi; 0433217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Blood Donation Mon 16 Segtember @ 5:45pm, Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 29 September, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: Tues 1 October @ 8:00pm

Maronite History Course
Starting Tues 15 Oct - Tues 19 Nov. at St Joseph Croydon. Six week
course, cost $95. Bookings contact Fr Yuhanna 0435764824

“The Role of Women in the Bible: Tackling the Difficult
Texts” Faith Bible Discussion Talk
Fri 20 Sept @ 8pm, led by Dr Robert Tilley

“Annual 3 Day Silent Retreat” @ Mt Carmel Retreat Centre
Thurs 26 Sept 8pm - Sun 29 Sept Deposits required. Waiting list call Joe 0400444999,

. " SE)ring val Dinner Dance”
Fri 4 Oct “Grand Westella” Featuring Lebanese Band & DJ. Meza,
Dinner, Drinks. Tickets $70. No Auction.
To book call Sid Daher 0403336223 or Joelle Frarlu:?l 0410481461,
To Sponsor contact Msgr Shora 0418969844 or Maroun Draybi 0410656099.

“WYD Sleepout & Testimony”
Sat 5 Oct. $40 includes dinner and brekky. Contact Joanne 0427503008

Leila: 0423 207 905
Services

Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Natural Fertili

21+ & Interested in being a mentor contact Serge: 0406060445,
serge@thefofproject.com.au or Natalie: natalie@gmail.com
For more information, log on to http://www.thefofproject.com.au

call Kim Moussa 0424658190
axc,)l Ul Olbliug wleloi>]

Teens (School Holidays)

Teens Camp Fri 4 - Sun 6 Oct. @ St Joseph’s Conference
Centre Bringelly. Cost $150pp. Contact Tony 0401364335

Teens Day Out (During School HoIida,ysé)
Tues 24 Sept. 4-9pm. Theme, “The Unknown” Entry $25pp.
Include dinner & Entertainment. Contact Tony 040136433
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Children's Events (School Holidays)

White Stone Talk whiRtore
Emotional States & their Effects: g
Their difficulties & Suitable interventions
Wed 18 Sept. @ 7:30Fm @ OLOL CYPC presented by Nada Coorey.
The talk will focus on wha some_}/oung people go through & how emotional &
mental issues may manifest. Such as anxiety and self harm.
General Notices

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:00am in CPYC

Seniors

Mass & Lunch: Tues 1 Oct. @ 10:30am , Mass followed by Lunch ‘

People with Disability

Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm ‘

Free Builders’ Seminar & Dinner

Wed. 25 Sept at OLOL Hall from 4:30pm for all associated with Building &
receive 4CPD points. To book contact Josephine 0433826661

OLOL College Dinner Dance celebrating 40 years
Sat 19 Oct é@ Grand Westella for past and present staff, students,
parents and friends. Tickets $60. to book contact Georgette or to

sponsor contact Ramona 9633 6600.
As of 2014 Our Lady of Lebanon College will be known as
Maronite College of the Holy Family (MCHF) Parramatta

7pm Homilies are now back on the OLOL website
_Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your hame on an sms to 0404057777.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

% Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your
Loving embrace for all eterm@y especially those we Pray for:

(A) Fr Elias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Rizk Boutros & wife (C) Maroun Chediac,
Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, Christine Constantine (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Khalil & Marina
Essey (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad,
Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Azize Hana (l) Khalil & Marina Issa (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Salwa
Yaacoub Nassim Khawaja & Husband (M) Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, Fayez Melhem (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Adel
Massih NAoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S) Chafika Sara, Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory,
(T) Leila Touma, Bernadette Tanna, Kamel & Gherra Tanna (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Y) Nakhle Yammine & Family (Z) Maroun John Zaouk
and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family
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