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Sunday of the Paralytic

THE GOSPEL

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after
some days, it was reported that he was at
home. So many gathered around that there
was no longer room for them, not even in
front of the door; and he was speaking the
word to them. Then some people came, bring-
ing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of
them. And when they could not bring him to
Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the
roof above him; and after having dug through
it, they let down the mat on which the para-
lytic lay.

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the para-
Iytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in
their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this
way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but
God alone?”

At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they
were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you
raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up and take your
mat and walk’? But so that you may know that
the Son of Man has authority on earth to for-
give sins” — he said to the paralytic — “l say to
you, stand up, take your mat and go to your
home.” And he stood up, and immediately
took the mat and went out before all of them;
so that they were all amazed and glorified
God, saying, “We have never seen anything
like this!”

Lk 15: 11 - 32

Next Sunday’s Readings
Sunday of the Blind
2Cor 10: 1-7
Mk 10: 46-52

FRIDAYS OF LENT
OLOL Church
6:00pm Stations of the
Cross, Evening Prayer and
Ziyeh of the Cross (Ar/Eng)
8:00pm Stations and Ziyeh
of the Cross followed by
Rosary- English
St Joseph’s - Auburn
6:30pm Stations of the
Cross, Evening Prayer and
Ziyeh of the Cross (Ar/Eng)

THE EPISTLE

The sins of some people are conspicuous and
precede them to judgment, while the sins of
others follow them there. So also good works
are conspicuous; and even when they are not,
they cannot remain hidden. Let all who are
under the yoke of slavery regard their masters
as worthy of all honour, so that the name of
God and the teaching may not be blas-
phemed. Those who have believing  masters
must not be disrespectful to them on the
ground that they are members of the church;
rather they must serve them all the more,
since those who benefit by their service are
believers and beloved. Teach and urge these
duties.

Whoever teaches otherwise and does not
agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the teaching that is in accordance
with godliness, is conceited, understanding
nothing, and has a morbid craving for contro-
versy and for disputes about words. From
these come envy, dissension, slander, base
suspicions, and wrangling among those who
are depraved in mind and bereft of the truth,
imagining that godliness is a means of gain.

2Cor: 13: 5-13

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if so
send your request to
newsletter@olol.org.au

Month of May
Home Visits

to book call the office
96892899

Lord,
The faith of the paralytic man and his friends
was so strong that they overcame all obstacles I
to get to you. Grant us the same strength in

|faith so that we can be just like them and over- I
come the obstacles of out day to day lives so

I that we too can not only climb houses and I
roofs but so that we can climb mountains to get
to you. During our Lenten journey, help us to
understand exactly what you meant went you
said to the paralytic “your sins are forgiv-
en....take your mat and go to your home.”
Amen

Danny Nouh l

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS .

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Friday 4 April from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




T i from the Word Buiding Cravacier

We are well into Lent, and in this time
® of deeper listening, we become more
&8 receptive of God in our lives and more
desirous to be in God's image.
» Today’s reading is taken from the First
¥ Letter to Timothy. This letter was not
o written by Paul but was composed
many years after his death. Its style
and teaching are quite different to
Paul’s writings. Yet the Reading today
has a message well worth heeding. We read, ‘The sins of some people are conspic-
uous and precede them to judgment. . . So also good works are conspicuous; and
even when they are not, they cannot remain hidden’v24-25.

=

Have you ever come across a person and you sensed goodness in them? Or been
in the presence of another and you felt very uncomfortable? The fact is we cannot
mask the truth about ourselves. The lives we live, the choices we make, have great
bearing on our character.

If we seek to pursue temptation and turn away from God there arises in us ‘envy,
dissension, slander, base suspicions, and wrangling’v4-5. Those, in contrast, who
choose to be the salt of the earth and a light to the world, will pass through life at
peace with themselves and others.

So this Lent, as we strive to draw nearer to God, we will discover our attitude im-
proves and our character will become more pleasant in the eyes of others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
Shepherd’s Corner

Dear Parishioners,

Last years 2013 Dux of Our Lady of Lebanon College (now renamed Maronite
College of the Holy Family) George Chamoun, also an active parishioner with
his family began his acceptance speech in front of the College Community and
his Family with the following words. He began by saying:

“St Paul said “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil 4:13)
Good morning Monsignor Shora, Fr Tony, Sr Margaret, Sr Irene, Sr Marlene,
Sisters, Teachers, Staff, Parents and Students.

| must start by saying that it is a great honour to be called Dux of Our Lady of
Lebanon College for 2013, and in fact the last Dux under the old school name. |
am privileged to count myself amongst the prestigious list of 22 Duxes before
me. The journey to this position was long with many obstacles, and | could not
have done it on my own. The first person | owe my achievements, my success,
my family, my friends and my life to, is Jesus Christ who lived as the ultimate
role model and who died to give us eternal life.”

| felt so proud as a College Chaplain and Priest to hear such strong words of
faith from a young man, words that were a powerful witness to all the young
Students before him. | can imagine how proud his family, the Sisters and the
Teachers would have been also.

Our Journey and Chase for the Day of the Resurrection in this Season of Great
Lent is to live daily trusting and dependent on Christ Jesus in all that we are and
do to be able to experience his divine power in our lives in all that we face.

Thank God, as well as young George there are so many others in our Parish |

ENCOURAGING OUR CHILDREN TO SPEAK
WITH CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST

am so proud of in the way they are humbly and courageously living their faith
trusting and growing closer to Our Lord and sharing in his mission in their par-
ish and in their families and the wider Community. In the way we are living our
faith daily are we lead-
‘ ing our children to be
~ able to speak as young
George spoke confi-
i dent in the presence of
God with us in Christ
§ who strengthens us
and died to give us
Eternal LIFE.

Mons Shora Maree

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“When you forgive, you in no way change the past - but you sure do
change the future.” Anonymous

Saint of the Week/

ST MARY OF EGYPT

Born about
344; died
about 421.
At the early
age of twelve
Mary left her
home and
came to Al-
exandria,
where for
upwards of
seventeen
years she led
a life of pub-
lic prostitu-
tion. At the
end of that time, on the occasion of a pil-
grimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, she embarked
for Palestine, not however with the inten-
tion of making the pilgrimage, but in the
hope that life on board ship would afford
her new and abundant opportunities of
gratifying an insatiable lust. Arrived in Jeru-
salem she persisted in her shameless life,
and on the Feast of the Exaltation of the
Cross joined the crowds towards the
church where the sacred relic was venerat-
ed, hoping to meet in the gathering some
new victims whom she might allure into
sin. And now came the turning-point in her
career. When she reached the church door,
she suddenly felt herself repelled by some
secret force, and having vainly attempted
three or four times to enter, she retired to
a corner of the churchyard, and was struck
with remorse for her wicked life, which she
recognized as the cause of her exclusion
from the church. Bursting into bitter tears
and beating her breast, she began to be-
wail her sins. Just then her eyes fell upon a
statue of the Blessed Virgin above the spot
where she was standing, and in deep faith
and humility of heart she besought Our
Lady for help, and permission to enter the
church and venerate the sacred wood on
which Jesus had suffered, promising that if
her request were granted, she would then
renounce forever the world and its ways,
and forthwith depart whithersoever Our
Lady might lead her. Encouraged by prayer
and counting on the mercy of the Mother
of God, she once more approached the
door of the church, and this time succeed-
ed in entering without the slightest difficul-
ty. Having adored the Holy Cross and kissed
the pavement of the church, she returned
to Our Lady's statue, and while praying
there for guidance as to her future course,
she seemed to hear a voice from afar tell-
ing her that if she crossed the Jordan, she
would find rest. That same evening Mary
reached the Jordan and received Holy Com-
munion in a church dedicated to the Bap-
tist, and the day following crossed the river
and wandered eastward into the desert
that stretches towards Arabia.

The saint's life was written not very long
after her death by one who states that he
learned the details from the monks of the
monastery to which Zosimus (a close friend
of Mary) had belonged.
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This week we stop and reflect on the healing of the Paralysed man.

In this week’s healing miracle of the Paralysed man we hear of a big crowd coming
to see Jesus and He was speaking the Word of God to them. Most of the people
around him were there to hear the Good News of Salvation and to have joy come
back into their lives; the joy that they can only find in Jesus.

While Jesus was teaching the crowd, a group of men, carrying a paralysed man try
to bring him to Jesus but they can’t get through. Filled with the faith that Jesus can
heal this cripple, they go to the roof, dig through it and lower him from there.
They actively search for Christ. They seek him in the very depth of the house.
Jesus sees the faith of these men and heals the one who is sick. Jesus gives them
what they are looking for: true joy. Once again this man who is paralysed is able to
walk freely without having people carry him around. Jesus has restored his free-

dom thus giving him back his joy. “Your sins are forgiven” is what Jesus tells him.
He lifts a heavy burden off his shoulders and off his heart.
In this healing Gospel, we witness the healing faith of a group of believers: 4 men sharing in the suffering of
the paralysed man. 4 men who truly believed that Christ could cure him and make him walk again. He couldn’t
do it alone as he cannot walk, but with the assistance of the men he was able to achieve healing.
Team work in our lives is also important. As a family, brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, Parishioners
and Priests, we are called to work together as one body, as one team to bring salvation to all. To bring joy to
those who have lost it. We are all called to help others in carrying their cross. We are called to bring the sick

to Christ, so that His healing may be on all of us.

My dearest brothers and sisters in Christ, it is our duty as Children of God to help those around us. It can be
through a simple smile, a helping handing, forgiving those who have hurt us or even by donating to the poor.
This is our Lenten journey: to bring to Christ ourselves and all those who cannot come to Him so that He may

restore in our lives the joy that is everlasting. Amen

Fr Tony Sarkis

This week that passed marked the midpointin e
the Season of Great Lent. It is a great and im-
portant stage for us. Reaching halfway gives

us the chance to stop, take a good look at our- {1 :
selves and plan for the remainder of the jour- A
ney ahead. Al

And at this midpoint, a beautiful Gospel greets

Childvews Covrner

Welcome my dearest little brothers and sisters.
Welcome to the fifth Sunday in the Season of
Great Lent.

O

| A () Today in the Gospel you hear how a group of
-T:'Jr-;ﬁ men came to Jesus brining with them a paralysed
ol man who needed to be healed.

This week’s Gospel has important lessons for

us. The Gospel of immense love and for-
giveness. The Gospel of the joy that awaits us when we re-
turn safely back to our God.

There are great lessons for us to learn from here:
eDo we live our lives with great love?
Do we show this love to our spouse, children and
extended family?
eHow often do | go to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation?
eDo | hold grudges when people do wrong by me?
eDo | show mercy when people around me make
errors?
This is a really important moment to take some time to sit
with yourself and assess your life.
eWhere do you want to go?
eHow will you get there?
els God at the centre of your life?
els God at the centre of your family life?

Teach your children through example, in word and in deed,
the immense and endless love that God the Father has for

them. Teach them when mistakes are made it is ok as long

as they work on trying not to re-commit the same mistake

again.

you. This Gospel is all about teamwork and help-
ing each other. Like the four men who brought the crippled
man to me for healing, you too are called to help those
around you to grow in faith and love.

How can this be done? There are simple and effective ways
which | will share with you.

You can start by being nicer to people around you. Show
them that you care about them by talking to them, smiling
at them, greeting them with kindness. This can be especially
effective for those who are left out at school because they
are different. Be their friend! Show them that | am in you
and that both you and | care about them.

Some more ways you can help others, is by donating to the
poor. You have Project Compassion boxes at home during
Lent so give up some of your loose change and place it in
the box. In this way you will be doing your charity work and
assisting those who need your help.

Perhaps you can also help more around the house. Ask
mum or dad what things you can help with.

Talk less in class and focus on the teacher and the lessons
they are teaching you.

When you are at Church, try not to get distracted but focus
on me and the Priest. | hope that you will listen and use
some of these beautiful ways we can help out other people.
Love always Your Brother Jesus
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Faith and Bible Discussion “stand up, take your mat and go” Fr Claude Rizk’s Bible talk to the Family of the Divine
led by Father Sam Wehbe Word.

Pastoral Council Meeting to plan
and prepare for Holy Week and
Easter.

ichi Sl Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

e .:3{'?;"1-';';!5@ aregavailable_at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to

$5 aweek ZEEAEE.  one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
v TR Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.

Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

340 Parishioners committed

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,504,186 Units Loan $1,638,200 Property Loan $154,469

Community Business Network Page 5 m y_
, {\.‘x

Merrylands Medclinic & Specialist Centre Ly
244 Pitt St Merrylands NSW 2160 Triple M5k PESTCONTROL
Immunisations, Family Planning and Care Plans. AF  Domestic | Commercial | Industral
X-Ray/Ultrasound & Pathology. Cockroaches, Spiders, Bird control, Bees & Wasps, Fleas,
Multilingual Languages spoken including Arabic. Rats & Mice, Possums, Termites & Ants

® Termite inspection ® Timber pest inspection
FAYEZ: 0419 258 024 PHONE: 9885 1167

Ph: 9682 3972

Email: triplempestcontrol@gmail.com

AKA

WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU

Download the App for your . .
@ phone today (OLOL) » Google play

Cari = - _ |City Personal Use &

= online ® Business Finance
Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. ar o a

1300 657 115
1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150 W

www.carloancityonline.com.au

foodworldwide

A

))& Visit us at olol.oxg.au
Maronite Catholic Parish




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

ES

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 30 March: Sunday of the Paralytic

5:00pm 40 days Youssef Badwi Raffoul from Haref Mizyara and
geneze for his daughter Takla died in Lebanon

Tuesday 1 April:

6:00pm The Martyr in the General Security in Lebanon Boutros
Anwar El Bayeh from Kfardlakus— Beit El Bayeh died in Lebanon
Tuesday 1 April:

6:00pm Hanna Elias Habib Bou Rizk from Mizyara (lived in
Sakhra)

Saturday S April:

6:00pm 1 year Norm Youssef Azar from Wadi Quanoubine
Sunday 6 April: Sunday of the Blind

11.00am 40 days Elias Sarkis Soueid from Zgarteghrine

5:00pm 40 days Nimer Said Abi Merhi from Khinshara

11:00am St Joseph the Worker—Auburn 1 year Karma Sarkis
Karam wife of Antonious Roumanos Khattar from Hadchit

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 1 April 2014 @ 8:00pm
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Anyone wls_hlngvto borrow spiritual/ rellﬂlou'_s books from the Library
of the Divine Word Family please contact Jennifer Farah:0401 694 589

Adult Arabic Course: Mon 7pm for info call 9689 2899
Children

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens

‘ Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Sat 4pm—6pm

Youth

Blood Donation Thurs 17 April @ 6pm_contact Myrna 0421677998
NursmIq Home Visit 27 April contact Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBA

“Bartimaeus and our Blindness”
Faith & Bible Discussion
Wed 2 A[p 2014 @ 8:00pm after the 7:00pm English Mass
led by Sr Margaret Level 1 Youth Discussion room CYPC

Maronite Sports Day: Easter Mon 21 Apr. Sports include soccer,
Ba%czh 3fgg)l:))(a){olleyball and basketball. Register with Sam Elias on

Faith and Light

Faith and Light Movie Day Sun 6 April 10:30am-4:00pm
CPYC Level 1. For more info contact Joseph: 0405 122 064

General Notices
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Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre og:en 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre
or at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/
Parenting.

Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Counselling Service
For young geo le 12-18 years and their families.
Call Amanda Nassif: 0433 217 063 or Lisa Makhlouf: 0430 332 888
Adults and Youth Debbie Draybi 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Holy Thurs 7 Churches Bus Pilgrimage
Buses leave OLOL 9pm Sharp, return 12:30am. Cost $20
To book Bus 1 Robert 0404066877, Bus 2 Tony 0401364335
Payment must be made immediately when you book

2f . 2 — Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertll_lty Services We offer daytime and evenin agpomtments.
For further in o.,‘RIIease contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
L 1p Every Tués & Wed from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211
call Kim Moussa 0424658190
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Mother’s Day Mass and Luncheon Thurs 7 May 11am Tickets
$50 to book contact parish office 9689 2899

I am lost—Where do | find my Vocation?

Young ladies are invited to attend a one day retreat on Sunday 6th
April 2014 between 10 am and 3 pm at The Convent of the
Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family 194 Wardell Rd Dulwich Hill.
Lunch will be provided.

If interested please contact 0421 283 899 by 3rd April 2014

Winter Wonderland Gala Fundraising Dinner
For the OLOL Community & Youth Centre Fri 9 May 2014
7:30pm @ WatervieW Ticket s $150 pp, $1500 for table of
10 (corporate tables $2000). Includes 3 course meal, beverages,
live English and Arabic entertainment.

To book call Tina 9689 2899, all tickets will be pre-sold.

To be a sponsor call Msgr Shora 0418 969 844

""Addiction Recovery" talk bgf Phil Nunn
organised by WhiteStorie Wed 23 April @ 7:30

Spirituality Centre and Novitiate for Women
The Maronite Sisters at Dulwich Hill welcome women, considering
Religious Life to come on weekends for prayer. For info Sr Rose

Vocations Retreat 5 & 6 Apr @ Benedict XVI Centre
For all men considering a vocation to priesthood or permanent
diaconate More info Fr Yuhanna Azize on 9633 2900. Cost is $75

Free On-Line Course To strengthen emotional health and
well-being in adults of Arabic speaking background. For more
information or to participate go to www.ecentreclinic.org
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especiall

) those we Pray for: (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Yacoub & Salwa Al-Khawaja, Antoine Azar and his departed, Said & Violet Azizi, George Mikael Rizk Al-Shalouhi, Tony Abboud and his wife
Loulou and his parents (B) Romanous, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Raymond Tony Bazouni, Toufic & Marta Ba-
zouni, Youssef & Shahidi Bazouni, Shafika Bazouni and her children, Elias Bechara, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Fadwa Bou Melhem, Fr Hanna Bou Melhem, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chedi-

ac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Afifi EI-Khoury, Mikhael & Hani El-Khoury, Basam & Charbel EI-Khoury, Youssef and Amina El-
Hallal and their children Tanous & Shmouni El-Hessen, Yousef & Hani El-Hosn and their departed Georges & Saida Elia, Tony El Zahoul SG) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid
George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges, Youssef & Leila Gittany, Coorey Gebrail (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul
Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family Mohsen Hayek & his wife, Hayfa Hayek (I) Khalil Issa & Marina Issa, Tansa & Souraya Ishac & their departed, Julia & Soubhi Ishac (K) Mona &
Mirab Karam, Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura, (L) Boulos Loulach M) Marin & Tannous Moujali, David Moujali, Lichaa & Youssef
Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Youssef & Ghessoun Maroun, (N) Badwi Jamil
Ndaira, Hasna Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum, George Nader (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Michael Rizk, Youssef, Yas-
mine & Soud Rizk (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Youssef Jalil Simon, Youssef Saleh, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Karim Tannous, Leila Touma, (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, Nemr Wehbe &
Naygﬁ Wehbg, Jose?h \Qlegbe, Julliette Wehbe (Y) Nakhle Yamine & his wife and daughter (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faith ful departed of the Zaouk family, Fadel & Eve Zahoul and their children,
Farid, Aziz and Angel Zghaiby
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