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Feaust of St Mawrouwnv

THE GOSPEL

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, | tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where | am,
there will my servant be also.

Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should |
say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it
is for this reason that | have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and | will -
glorify it again.” The crowd standing there Next Sunday’s Readings
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others Sunday of the Righteous
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus and Just
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, Heb 12:18-24
not for mine. Mt 25: 31-46
John 12: 23-30
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
_________________ —_
I Dear Lord,

We are all called by you to be saints and witnesses in this world. I

May we follow the example of our beloved Saint Maroun, whose I
Ifeast we celebrate today, for when he heard your calling to holiness I
| and perfection his heart yearned for you. He sacrificed his time in

prayer and solitude, fasting and working and You bestowed upon I
I him the gifts of healing the body and also the soul. May we Lord, |
| hear your calling for us, so we may strive for holiness and

perfection and be witnesses to your word as Saint Maroun was. I
Amen. Nina Sakr |

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

THE EPISTLE

Now you have observed my teaching, my
conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience,
my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions
and suffering the things that happened to me
in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What
persecutions | endured! Yet the Lord rescued
me from all of them. Indeed, all who want to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. But wicked people and impostors
will go from bad to worse, deceiving others
and being deceived. But as for you, continue
in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it, and how
from childhood you have known the sacred
writings that are able to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, so that everyone
who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work. 2 Tim 3: 10-17

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if
so send your request to
newsletter@olol.org.au

Wishing allMayonites around
theworld a and Blessed Feast
of St

YOUNns.

Every human being is the object of God’s infinite tenderness,
and He himself is present in their lives. pope Francis

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




Light from the Word Feast of St Maroun

It is the Feast of Saint Maroun, the Founder of the
Maronites. An ascetic hermit, Maroun’s holy life attracted
disciples and from this faith filled community, the Word
of God was spread throughout the Middle East, taking
form roots in Lebanon.

Our Reading taken from the Second Letter to Timothy,
tells in bold words what Saint Maroun, his followers and
_ many early Christians lived out, ‘my teaching, my

conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love,
my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my suffering the
things that happened to me’ (3:10).

Saint Maroun and all Maronites are called to love Christ with their very being.
Christian faith is a total transformation of one’s very being, all one says and all
one does. Life becomes geared towards Christ.

Saint Maroun, his disciples and Maronites throughout the ages have
experienced testing of their faith. Yet it is this refining that has allowed
Maronites to firmly embrace Christ always, to ‘be proficient, equipped for
every good work’ (3:17). For we walk by faith, built on love.

So as we celebrate Saint Maroun’s feast day, we are reminded that life in faith
takes strength of character, endurance in suffering and hope in Christ’s saving
love for each of us. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

The Maronite Church around the world sings with praise and
joy to God the Father for giving us St Maroun, Patron Saint of
our Maronite Church in Lebanon and around the world. This
great and monastic Saint remained faithful to the teachings of |
Christ and to His Gospel despite persecutions. He lived
according to Christs’ words that he was “the salt of the earth \
and light of the world.” St Maroun, like the salt, preserved the £
Word of Christ and helped to teach others about Jesus, thus 2
building a strong and supportive spiritual family. Like a lightin |
the dark, St Maroun’s love for Christ and Christians shone ’
amidst all the darkness of persecutions and martyrdoms, thus
grounding this spiritual family firmly in the faith. This spiritual
family was so strong and faithful that they later became .
known as Maronites or followers of St Maroun and has grown
to be the Maronite Church around the world today.
Married couples who are committed in faith and love are like pillars in our
Maronite Church and Parish and this week, we celebrate the Feast of St Valentine,
the Patron of married couples, who like St Maroun was “salt of the earth and light
of the world.” Yes, although the secular world has made a day out of St Valentine
and everyone rushes off to buy roses and attend dinner with the love of their life, it
is very important to remember and understand who St Valentine was and why he is
so special. St Valentine was a Roman Priest who had a special place for young
couples. (Refer to Saint of the week for more information). St Valentine strongly
believed in the Sacramental bond of Marriage. He understood that marriage is a
light which helps us to see the loving intimacy between the Holy Trinity: Father,
Son and Holy Spirit that gives life to all. A married couple in their intimacy are
called to be this light also: The husband gives of himself totally to his wife, as she
responds with her own gift of self to him and from this union springs new life.
Husbands and wives therefore, you are called to great responsibility to each other
and to your children. Your marriage is a gift from God and just as God called St
Maroun and St Valentine, He also calls you to be a ‘light to the world’ —a beacon of
hope, witnessing to the reality of the intimate union of Father, Son and Holy Spirit
—the living manifestation of Love and source of all love in the world. So as we
celebrate the feasts of these two great Saints, let us remember that God calls us all
to be “salt of the earth and light of the world” let us not get caught up in the
commercial and secular context of the feast. When you take your loved one for
dinner or you buy them roses, remember the true reason for the Feast, to be
witnesses to the love of the Trinity. It would also be beautiful to come to Church on
that Feast day with your family or loved one and thank God for all the love He
shows us and to thank Him for these Saints before attending dinner or other
engagements. See below for some tips for your valentine:

eMake a commitment to set aside 10 mins a day to share time together

eThank your spouse, fiancé or girlfriend for their love and self-giving.

eMake St Valentine’s day last all year. Mons Shora Maree

ST VALENTINE THE PRIEST
14 FEBRUARY

St Valentine
was a Priest in
Rome during
the
persecution of
Christians. At
the time, the
Roman
emperor
Claudius the
2nd decided
that the
young soldiers
should not be
married under the pretence that the
unmarried soldiers fought better than
those who had families. Valentine
however believed in the sanctity of
the sacrament of marriage and
continued to marry couples in secret.
He was eventually caught and
imprisoned for his stand for the
special kind of love in marriage. His
heroic stand however came to a
violent end as he was sentenced to
death by torture, stoning and
beheading. While it seems now days
the exchange of "Valentines" is a
secular tradition, we must always aim
to keep in mind the Christian
message surrounding this day - the
message of an unconditional,
sacrificial and selfless love which is
depicted in our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. It is this same love which
is glorified through the heroic actions
of St Valentine, who gave his life as a
priest and a martyr, dying for his faith
and his conviction in the highest love
which human hearts cannot
comprehend. The message for us this
Valentine’s day is to glorify our Lord
and God for his great love for us,
remember the example of St
Valentine and make stand for the
true meaning of love and marriage,
and for those who are married,
honour and love your spouse every
day. God bless and happy feast of St
Valentine’s to all our parishioners.




ARTICLE OF THE WEEK—The Story of St Maroun and the Maronite Church

“Blessed are you, Saint Maroun, for you became a prayer on the lips of the faithful, and a living example for the peo-
ple who bear your name and will be known as Maronites to the end of the age.” (Maronite Quorbono)

We have three available sources regarding St Maroun’s Life. The first and most detailed source is from his biographer,
Theodoret of Cyrrhus, who wrote “A history of the Monks of Syria” in the fifth century. The second is from St John
Chrysostom, the “Golden Mouth”. The third is the Maronite Liturgy, passed down for generations.

Mar Maroun “the little lord” was-born in Cyrrhus, a small town near Antioch in about 350AD. When he grew up he left
the world and went up to a hill to live in solitude. Theodoret explains that pagans previously worshiped on the hill. St
Maroun converted the hill to a place of Christianity and his “soul received the words of the Gospel.” He chose the
“poverty of Christ over the riches of this world.” His asceticism (a life of abstinence) was also marked by a continued
attachment to people. They came to him and St Maroun prayed and healed “not only the infirmities of the body, but
applied suitable treatment to souls as well.” He set examples of chastity, prayer, meditation, labor and of course love. St
Maroun example inspired many disciples, both men and women. St Maroun died around 410AD.

The other source we have about St Maroun is St John Chrysostom. While in exile, and during one of the most difficult
times of his life, St John Chrysostom wrote to St Maroun and asked him to pray for him. Below is an extract of the letter.

“[Dear Maroun], we are bound to you by love and interior disposition, and see you here before us as if you were actual-
ly present. For such are the eyes of love; their vision is neither interrupted by distance nor dimmed by time... we ad-
dress ourselves to your honour and assure you that we hold you constantly in our minds and carry you about in our
souls wherever we may be... please pray for us.”

The First Maronites

After St Maroun’s death, a great monastery was built in the year 452AD called Bet Moroun and the monastery flour-
ished for 500 years. However, from the sixth century, things became dangerous for the first Maronites and they were
persecuted for their obedience to the Catholic faith and the Council of Chalcedon. In the year 517AD, three hundred
and fifty Maronites Monks were killed. The Maronites, elected their first Patriarch, St John Maroun in the year 685. He
was affirmed by Pope Sergius I, highlighting that the Maronite Church was in communion with Rome since the begin-
ning. In 694, five hundred Maronites were killed and by 938 Bet Maroun was completely destroyed and the Maronite
Patriarch fled to the Mountains of Lebanon. The persecution resulted in many Maronites migrating from Syria to Mount
Lebanon.

Maronites in the Mountains of Lebanon

The Maronite Church flourished in the rocky mountains under the Cedars of Lebanon and prospered in the hills and val-
leys of Qannoubine and Qadisha. By the 13" Century things once again became volatile for the Maronites. They were
attacked in the north of Lebanon and in the Maronite villages of Ehden, Bsharre, Hadath El-Jibbe, Miefook and other
villages. Patriarch Daniel El Hadsheeti was killed and in 1367 Patriarch Gabriel Hejola was burned alive. During that time
many Maronites escaped to Cyprus where the Maronite Church. In 1440, to escape persecution, the Maronite Patriar-
chate moved from Miefook to Wadi Qannoubine, where it took refuge.

In 1860, under the Ottoman rule, many villages, churches, and monasteries were completely destroyed. During this
time many Maronites were martyred. On July 10, 1860, the Massabki brothers: Francis, Abed El-Moati, and Raphael
were martyred in Damascus. They remained steadfast in the face of persecution and refused to deny their faith. Pope
Pius Xl beatified them on October 1, 1926.

The Maronites of the Expansion

By 1915, Ottomon rule, famine, disease and war created a great wave of migration in particular to the Americas. It is
also at this time that Maronites first started to migrate to Australia seeking opportunity. Many Maronites became
scattered throughout the world, which made the Church grow outside of Lebanon. The Maronite Church became inter-
national. No longer were they Maronites of the Middle East, but also American, Brazilian, European, African and of
course Australian Maronites. We are all witnesses to the flourishing of our Maronite Church in Australia.

The Importance of Maintaining our Maronite Traditions

As can be seen, our Maronite ancestors overcame great persecution to protect their Church and their faith. They re-
mained steadfast in the face of persecution and committed to Christ. Their shield was prayer. Out of their experience
developed a superb liturgy and many beautiful traditions. We are called by the Universal Catholic Church to protect
those traditions. In his very beautiful Apostolic letter, Orientale Lumen, Blessed Pope John Paul Il declared.

“...I listen to the Churches of the East, which | know are living interpreters of the treasure of tradition they preserve. In
contemplating it, before my eyes appear elements of great significance for fuller and more thorough understanding of
the Christian experience...the Christian East has a unique and privileged role as the original setting where the Church
was born...Tradition is the heritage of Christ’s Church...Tradition is never pure nostalgia for things or forms past, nor re-
gret for lost privileges, but the living memory of the Bride, kept eternally youthful by the Love that dwells within her.”
Lord, through the intercession of our patron St Maroun, we pray for our Church, our Patriarch, our Bishops, priests and
nuns. We ask that you nurture our children and bless our families, and protect those who are near and guide those
who are far; console the grieving and grant rest to the faithful departed. Amen. Therese Chahine




ﬂ Parish Camera & Media Page

Feast of St Maroun—Redfern

His Excellency Bishop Antoine-
Charbel Tarabay with guest
Bishop Paul-Mounged El Hachem,
Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Paul
Gallagher, Bishop Terrence Brady
and Bishop Peter Comensoli, with
Eastern Bishops, Her Excellency
Marie Bashir, The Hon Barry
O’Farrell, Members of State
Government and Opposition,
Clergy, Sisters, Dignitaries and
Parishioners came together on
Friday 7th February to celebrate
the Feast of our Patron,

Saint Maroun.

. 1 (OF 7y Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners R aregavailable_at %/he Church Dyoors. Fill in and return to
$5 aweek 43ha €7 one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
: Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,533,4317 Units Loan $1,644,203 Property Loan $182,6417

Community Business Network Page

Interested in being on the
Newsletter Community
Personal Use & Business Page

Business Finance which reaches over 2000 families a week. For $500

- . . you can promote your business for a month. For
Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. details newsletter@olol.org.au or Dory on 0430 511

847. P d ist with th thly S4500 printi
1300 657 115 roceeds a5t rth e menthly 34500 priting

1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150

foodworldwide

AKA

A WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3b6317ce27074f43ac154740acfbeebc&URL=mailto%3aevents%40olol.org.au

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

S

Sunday 9 February—Sunday of Priests and Feast of St Maroun
11:00am [ year Elias Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 days Joseph Wahid Issac from Hadchit

St Patrick Guildford

6:00pm Youseff Nayif Alwan from Ayto (died in Leb)

Monday10 February

10:00am Funeral Lamia Manassa widow of Shahid Namnoun
Najem from Zgharta

6:00pm Victoria Tannous Jabbour widow of Y oussef Frangieh from
Karm Sadde (died in Leb)

Tuesday 11 February

10:30am Funeral Nadim Mikhael Barakat from Zgharta

Saturday 15 February

6:00pm 40 days Hanna Gergi Haklani from Batroun

Sunday 16 February: Sunday of the Righteous and Just
11:00am 40 days Mariam Habib Moussa from Karm EI Mohr
5:00pm 40 days George Bahij Latif from Hasroun
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N FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE K|

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014 @ 8pm

Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Children

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Sat 4pm—6pm

Youth

Blood Donation 10 Feb @ 5:45pm contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: Tues 11 Feb @ 8pm

Fed by His Word Faith & Bible Discussion
Wed 12 Feb 2014 @ 8:00pm after the 7:00pm English Mass
led by Mons Shora Level 1 Youth Discussion room CYPC

‘Conflict Resolution’ Seminar by Kevin Joseph
Tues 18th Feb @ 8pm sharp. Community Centre, Level 1
For information Michael Moussa — 0405 323 360

Lent Retreat Weekend 28-30 Mar—For youth & MConnected
Theme: ‘God’s will be done.’” At Benedict 16th Retreat Centre
Cost is $200 includes accommodation, meals and use of facilities.
Bookings or more information contact Sr Margaret 0412 588 045.

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.

Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999

Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014 from 9:30am —11:30am

Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

awc )l Ul wlbliug wleloi>]

General Notices

Spirituality Centre and Novitiate for Women
The MSHF Sisters are opening a Spirituality Centre at Dulwich Hill
and a novitiate for those considering Religious Life. In quiet
surroundings one is invited to come on a weekend and pray in the
chapel and find Spiritual guidance. For information contact Sr Rose
Therese on 0421 283 899 or Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045.

6 Week course on "The Maronite Mass”
Begins this Monday 3 Feb till 10 Mar 7.30pm - 9.30pm .
Ground level OLOL Community Centre

Enrol on-line at www.caec.org.au or at the first talk.
More info: CAEC on 9642 0211 or Fr Yuhanna 0435 764 824.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for

) all eternity especially those we Pray for:

/////} (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Elias Bechara, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Fadwa Bou Melhem, Fr Hanna Bou
u///‘l ¥ Melhem, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George,
1 | Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges, Youssef & Leila Gittany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul
V Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura, M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony
" | Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Youssef & Ghessoun Maroun, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Hasna
Y Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Michael Rizk (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine,

vud John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma, (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family
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