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Entrance of owr Lord into-the Temple

THE GOSPEL

When the time came for their purification accord-
ing to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying,

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at
what was being said about him. Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This
child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed
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Next Sunday’s

THE EPISTLE

What then are we to say? Gentiles, who did not
strive for righteousness, have attained it, that is,
righteousness through faith; but Israel, who did
strive for the righteousness that is based on the
law, did not succeed in fulfilling that law. Why
not? Because they did not strive for it on the
basis of faith, but as if it were based on works.
They have stumbled over the stumbling stone,
as it is written, “See, | am laying in Zion a stone
that will make people stumble, a rock that will
make them fall, and whoever believes in him
will not be put to shame.” Brothers and sisters,
my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them

is that they may be saved. | can testify that they
have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.
For, being ignorant of the righteousness that

Readings
comes from God, and seeking to establish their
Feast of St own, they have not submitted to God’s right-
Maroun eousness. For Christ is the end of the law so that
2 Tim 3: 10-17 there may be righteousness for everyone who
: believes.
Jn 12: 23-30 Rom 9:30 - 10:4
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Dear Lord,

so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed , At our Baptism our parents presented us to the You in faith and
appreciation for the gift of life. They entrusted us into Your divine
I care and providence. Today on the Entrance of our Lord into the

— and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Luke 2: 22-35

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if
so send your request to
newsletter@olol.org.au

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Iwe live be pleasing to You and may we be true witnesses of the
Light of Christ in our world.
May we, like Mary and Joseph, present Christ to all those who

I desire and seek Him in their daily lives, so that we may be His true

|discip|es. Amen

|
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Temple, we renew this trust with faith and hope. May the lives that I
|

I

Dory Zaouk |

The Gospel, radiant with the light and glory of Christ’s cross, constantly invites us to rejoice.

Pope Francis

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS




Light from the Word Entrance of the Lord into the Temple Sauint of the Week

This Sunday is the Feast of the Entrance of Jesus into the
' Temple. It was Jewish custom to present the new born
Vinfant to a priest in the Temple and offer an animal
sacrifice. As we celebrate this event, there is much more
| to it than we first see.

| Jesus’ parents were Jewish and Jesus himself grew up a
practising Jew. Aside from the Presentation in the Temple
which we commemorate today, Jesus also celebrated the
Jewish Passover, read from Hebrew Scriptures, regularly
attend the Temple, and followed Jewish customs, rituals
and laws. However Jesus stood out in that he did not simply do these as it was
the expectation of a Jew. Rather he came to fulfil the law. As today’s Reading
from Romans states, ‘For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes’ (10:4).

The entry of the infant Jesus into the Temple has much more to say to us than
that Jesus and his parents undertook the Jewish ritual. Jesus continued to
enter the Temple throughout his life. It was the centre of Jewish life, where
God dwelled, where laws were decreed and sacrifices made. Yet for Jesus, it
was also the place of conflict and inner turmoil.

Jesus understood the Temple as a place to encounter God, but all too often it
was treated as a place of business. To achieve righteousness is to ‘strive for it
on the basis of faith’ (9:32). To enter the Temple or to enter a Church today, is
to seek faith first and foremost. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Dear Parishioners,

Next Sunday is the Feast of St Maroun, the Patron of our
Maronite Church around the world and as well our
Maronite Diocese of Australia.

In our Diocese the main celebration will be the Solemn
Mass this Friday night 7pm at St Maroun’s Cathedral
Redfern celebrated by His Excellency Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay our Maronite Bishop of Australia. The Priests of our
Diocese along with invited Religious and Government
Dignitaries will join the Bishop and all our parishioners who
can attend for this Solemn Mass and Feast.

St Maroun’s Cathedral Parish are holding their Annual
Parish BBQ on the Saturday Night to which we are also all invited to attend.
Here at Our Lady of Lebanon and in our Mass Centres we will also celebrate the
Mass for St Maroun’s Feast at all our Sunday Masses. We are preparing some
new Holy Cards with a reflection and prayer through Family Committee
members which will be distributed at all our Masses next Sunday. After our
9:30am English Family Mass we will be having a brunch and a children’s presen-
tation about St Maroun in the Recreation room.

In preparing and reflecting for the Feast of Saint Maroun and on his life, we
can’t help but be amazed. The reason why is that through the grace of God, in
the life of St Maroun and his response to this grace and his determination to
evangelise, 1600 years later and all around the world, members of a particular
Church community within the Universal Catholic Church, carry his name, as
Maronites, not only in Syria his place of origin and mission but also through his
followers, in Lebanon and all the Middle East, the Americas, Africa, Europe and
Australia.

St Maroun’s life with his prayer and preaching, is a powerful testimony to the
power of the grace of God in the Holy Spirit in spreading and shining the light of
Christ throughout the world. Pope Francis’ words that “Being a Christian is not
the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event,
a person, Jesus, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” would
apply to St Maroun and his mission. It reminds us today that God’s grace is
present and we are called, like St Maroun, to be trusting in prayer and

ST SIMEON AND ANNA
3 FEBRAURY

On this first day of
the after the feast
of the Entrance of
our Lord into the
temple, the
Maronite Church
commemorates the
feast of the
righteous Simeon
and Anna the
prophetess.
According to the
testimony of the St
Luke, Simeon was a
just and devout man waiting for the conso-
lation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was up-
on him (Luke 2:25). God promised him that
he would not die until the promised Messi-
ah, Christ the Lord, came into the world.
Ancient historians tell us that the Egyptian
pharaoh Ptolemy Il Philadelphus (285-247
B.C.) wished to include texts of Holy
Scripture in the famous Library at
Alexandria. He invited scholars from
Jerusalem, and the Sanhedrin sent their
wise men. The Righteous Simeon was one
of the seventy scholars who came to
Alexandria to translate the Holy Scriptures
into Greek. The completed work was called
“The Septuagint,” and is the version of the
Old Testament.

St Simeon was translating a book of the
Prophet Isaiah, and read the words:
“Behold, a virgin shall conceive in the
womb, and shall bring forth a Son” (Is
7:14). He thought that “virgin” was
inaccurate, and he wanted to correct the
text to read “woman.” At that moment an
angel appeared to him and held back his
hand saying, “You shall see these words
fulfilled. You shall not die until you behold
Christ the Lord born of a pure and spotless
Virgin.”

From this day, St Simeon lived in
expectation of the Messiah until the day
that Mary and St Joseph had come to the
Temple in order to perform the ritual
prescribed by Jewish Law.

St Luke continues: “And there was one
Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, and had lived with a husband for
seven years from her virginity; and she was
a widow of about eighty-four years, who
did not leave the temple, but served God
with fastings and prayers night and day.
And coming at that very hour, also gave
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all
those who looked for redemption at
Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38).

Simeon died at a very old age (some even
say 360 years). His holy relics were
transferred to Constantinople in the sixth
century.




In history, candles have always been a sign of magnificence and honour. Patriarch Al-Doueihi
also writes that: “since all Sacraments of the Church give those who receive them heavenly

| grace, the Church has ordained that the priest who administers them be accompanied with a
lighted candle.” For this reason, in the Maronite Divine Liturgy which celebrates Christ, the
author of grace, there are to be at least two lighted candles to symbolize Christ as the light of
the world. Candles are lit and carried during the reading of the Gospels, during the offertory
procession, during other processions, before Icons of the Saints and on their Feast days and at
Funerals and Christenings.

In this Sunday’s Liturgy we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple for-
ty days after His glorious birth. This celebration goes back in the history of the Church to the
year 541. Historically, this feast is traditionally a Roman Catholic feast which was handed
down to the Maronites. The candles were then lit, and a procession took place through the darkened Church while the Canticle of
Simeon was sung.

The Maronite Church established the Rite of Blessing of the Candles that goes with this Feast, to remind us of the words of Sime-
on that Jesus is sent by the Father, “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” This Rite of the Blessing
of the Candles brings us back also to commemorate the fact that Jesus is the Light of the World [John 8:12]. Simeon carried Jesus
who is the Light of the World and therefore when we light the candles on this feast and carry them, it reminds us that we too
should be carrying Jesus to the whole world. We should be carrying Him in everything that we do because He is the light and path
to our salvation. As with all Maronite Rites, the Rite of Blessing of the Candles is celebrated after the Homily (before the Creed)
and is divided into five parts.

1. The opening prayer: This prayer is recited by the celebrant and is addressed to God the Father recalling the Presentation of His
Son in the Temple as an offering in the arms of Simeon. The prayer asks God to “accept our candles, and light them with Your
heavenly blessing, to be a light that enlightens our way to You, and a fire that ignites Your love in us” and to make us worthy to
serve Him.

2. The incensing of the candles: The celebrant then incenses the candles saying — “May these candles be blessed in the name of
The Father, and purified in the grace of The Son, and be sanctified by the indwelling of The Holy Spirit.”

3. Sprinkling of Holy Water: The celebrant then sprinkles water three times on the candles reciting the traditional psalm “Sprinkle
me with hyssop that | may be pure; wash me, make me whiter than snow.”

4. Distribution and Lighting of the candles: The blessed candles are then lighted and distributed to the congregation while every-
one recites the “The Hymn of light” (written by St. Ephrem the Syriac) or other similar hymns about “Christ — Our Light” like the
Roman Catholic hymn “Christ be our Light” in English.

5. The concluding prayer: While the congregation carries their lighted candles, the celebrant recites the concluding prayer: “O
Holy Father, You created everything from nothing, and ordered the honeycomb made by bees to become candles. We ask You on
this day, as You granted Simeon the righteous his wish, to bless these candles and make them for the enlightening of people, and
for the healing of their bodies and souls by Your holy name and with the intercession of the Holy Virgin Mary and all the Saints.
Listen O Lord from the Heaven of Your holiness, and the throne of Your glory, to the prayers of your people that yearn to carry
these candles with reverence, and praise You with songs. Have mercy O Lord on all who cry out to you from the time you saved
them with the precious blood of Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and Your Holy Spirit, forever.”

May God grant us with His abundant blessings on this feast, and allow us in to rejoice in its everlasting light. Amen.

The “fortieth” day after child birth

In this week’s Gospel, Joseph and Mary provide us with a
shining example of how we should abide by our religious
laws and traditions. On the fortieth day after the birth of
Jesus, they took him to the temple as per the Jewish law.
Under the Jewish law a woman and her child were not
allowed into the temple before the fortieth day because
they were considered to be impure. Unfortunately this

Danny Nouh
Childven'ss Corner

Welcome my beloved brothers and sisters to a very
special Sunday. Today is the day when my parents,
Mary and Joseph, presented me to God the Father
in the Temple. They took me to the House of God
and through Simeon, they offered me to God.

This is also the same with you, at your Baptism, your
parents along with the Godparents and your

Jewish law is confused among some of the Eastern na-
tionalities (including the Lebanese) and some people wait forty
days before coming to church and bringing their newborn child.
This is not a Catholic law or tradition and definitely not a Maro-
nite Law or tradition. In fact, some priests recall ancient stories of
how the father upon the birth of his son or daughter would leave
the mother (who was still recovering from child birth in their vil-
lage home because this is where the child birth took place), find
any two witnesses from the village (even in the working or farm-
ing clothes) and go to the village church and ask the priest to
baptise his child. The parents back then wanted the child to be
cleansed of the original sin and filled with the Holy Spirit from
the very first day of their lives. Many people ask us today if they
should wait forty days before coming to church and bring their
child; the answer is definitely NO! With the birth of Jesus, the old
law is no longer and He who is love itself is the New Law. There-
fore do not hold back in coming to church and bringing your new
born child to their Father’s House which is the heart of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Many people also ask when the most appropriate
time to baptise their child is: is it the 8" day, the 40" day, after
six months?? The answer is “as early as possible”. Do not deprive
your child of this life giving grace by worrying about the clothes,
the after party etc. Focus only on the sacrament and everything
else will fall into place. Danny Nouh

relatives bring you to the House of God, the Church
and through the Priest, they present you to God.
This is such a powerful action because it is doing two
things: first it is saying “thank you to God’ for the gift of
your life and secondly it says: “God this is your servant,
your child, take care of them and bless them.” What a
wonderful and powerful action. So always remember that
God the Father is always with you and He is always
watching over you and caring for you.

How is the start of the new school year? As it is the
beginning of a new school year, perhaps that you should
look back and think about all the things you didn't do so
well in last year. Set yourself a new challenge or try to
improve in the areas that need improving. Put me at the
centre of your life and ask me to help you whenever you
struggle or find difficulty. And always remember that you
are my representative wherever you go, therefore ensure
that your actions and your words are reflective of who | am
and my teachings. | pray that this year goes well for you
and that you succeed in all your plans and achieve all your
goals. | love you very much always keep that in mind no
matter where you are or what you do.

From your brother Jesus




Parish Camera & Media Page

Last Sunday Youth Leaders from across the Eparchy met
an inaugural 1 day Diocesan Youth Leaders Formation Day.
The Youth leaders were given a leadership talk and prayed
together before the Blessed Sacrament. They then celebrated
ass with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
and guest Bishop Mounged El-Hachem with Episcopal Vicar
for Youth Mons Shora and Diocesan Youth Chaplain Fr
Maroun El Kazzi. A big thank you to Anthony Assaf our
Diocesan Youth Worker for running the workshop.

/' ( N ,..1("/1
Last Sunday’s Inailgural 1 Day D1 Ycesan
Youth Leaders Formation Retrgat

 hi e Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners A aregavailable_at %/he Church Dyoors. Fill in and return to
$5 aweek <55 one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
B Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,533,4317 Units Loan $1,644,203 Property Loan $182,6417

Community Business Network Page

Interested in being on the
Newsletter Community
Personal Use & Business Page ;
. . which reaches over 2000 families a week. For $500
- B_usmess Fma“c_e you can promote your business for a month. For
Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. details newsletter@olol.org.au or Dory on 0430 511

847. P d ist with th thly S4500 printi
1300 657 115 roceeds a5t rth e menthly 34500 priting

1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150

foodworldwide

AKA

A WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

ZS

Sunday 2 February—Sunday Entrance of Qur Lord into Temple

8:00am Maurice Semaan Alam from Abdeen and his wife Noura

11:00am 1 year Ramza Said Nassif from Mazret Naher wife of Bakhous
Bakhous from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 days Tannous Youssef Abboud from Mizyara

St Joseph the Worker—Auburn

11:00am Tefleh widow of Saba Taouk from Bcharee (died in Leb)

St Patrick’s Mass Centre—Guildford

6:00pm 40 days Jeanette Warden from Hadchit wife of George Younan
from Wadi Qannoubine

Monday 3 February

6:00pm Katherine Wadi El Masri widow of Tannous Geryis Bou Dib from
Zgharta (died in Leb)

Tuesday 4 February

10:00am Pierre Anis Maatouk from Beit Melet Akkar

Friday 7 February

6:00pm 40 days George Youssef Manassa from Kfarfou

Saturday 8 February

6:00pm Margaret Nehmetallah Moussa from Ben

Sunday 9 February—Sunday of Priests and Feast of St Maroun

11:00am 1 year Elias Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 days Joseph Wahid Issac from Hadchit
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N  FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CEN P

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014 @ 8pm
Family & Adults
Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Brunch to celebrate the Feast of St Maroun after 9.30am
Mass next Sunday 9 Feb with short presentation on St Maroun’s
life for Children & families. All welcome. Kindly bring a plate of

Children

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Sat 4pm—6pm

Youth

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: 11 Feb @ 8pm

Youth Lent Retreat 28-30 Mar Theme: ‘God’s will be done.’
At Benedict 16th Retreat CentreCost is $200 indudes accommoda-
tion, meals and use of facilities. Bookings Sr Margaret 0412 588 045.

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

A Spiritual day Theme: ‘Livi_n% as a Maronite today’
Sun 2 March at St Joseph’s Spiritual Centre, Cost is $15.
includes spra er, activities, discussions, speakers & lunch.
Contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045.To receive events
MConnected@olol.org.au or contact Rafic on 0408358497

General Notices

Spirituality Centre and Novitiate for Women
The MSHF Sisters are opening a Spirituality Centre at Dulwich Hill
and a novitiate for those considering Religious Life. In quiet
surroundings one is invited to come on a weekend and pray in the
chapel and find Spiritual guidance. For information contact Sr Rose
Therese on 0421 283 899 or Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045.

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014 from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

anc )l Ul wlblig wleloi>]

6 Week course on "The Maronite Mass”
Begins this Monday 3 Feb till 10 Mar 7.30pm - 9.30pm .
Ground level OLOL Community Centre

Enrol on-line at www.caec.org.au or at the first talk.
More info: CAEC on 9642 0211 or Fr Yuhanna 0435 764 824.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for
2 all etern|¥y especially those we Pray for:

N (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Elias Bechara, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Fadwa Bou Melhem, Fr Hanna Bou
( /f/‘l ¥ Melhem, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George,
Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges, Youssef & Leila Gittany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul
7 | Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura, M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony
\ = | Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Youssef & Ghessoun Maroun, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Hasna
/ Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Michael Rizk (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine,
John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma, (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family



http://www.zenit.org
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