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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
THE GOSPEL

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time
into the mother's womb and be borm?” Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatis .|
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | | Next Su nday’s Readings

THE EPISTLE

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned
and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed. Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all
children of God through faith. As many of you
as were baptised into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew
or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of

said to you, You must be born from above. Rom 7:1-6 in Chri if bel

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jn4:5-7,9-26 you are on€ in Christ Jesus. And i 'you elong
Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, | Feast of heirs  according to the  promise.

tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 2 Cor 4: 5-15
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and Happy Australia Day toall g
you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you Rom 9:30—10:4 & S
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into Lk 2 :22-35
heaven except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the PRAYER OF THE WEEK
serpentin the wilderness, so must the Sonof Manbe == —— == =— — — — — — — = — — — — — — —

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have |D|e?1r Lorhd, c beli h d and God I
eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave I Although we are very weak, we believe that you are our Lord and God.

his onlv S that ho bell i hi However, many times we are like Nicodemus - we know who you are and I
IS only >on, SO that Everyone who believes In NiM 1, jiaye in you and all that you do, yet we are indecisive whether or not
may not perish but may have eternal life. I we want to follow you in the way that you should be followed. Give us I

Entrance of Our Lord
into the Temple

May God bless our country
Australia. v

John3:1-16 . - . . . .
clarity Lord so that we can destroy any signs of indecisiveness in our lives. I
I Help us always to be affirmed in our faith in you irrespective of all the
I empty promises of happiness that this world brings forth. Grant us the
eternal life that your Father in heaven has promised us through you so
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that this earth has to offer. To you be glory and honour, now and forever.

I that we may only seek happiness and joy through you and nothing else I

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The Eucharist ... is not a prize for the perfect but
a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak. Pope Francis

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




As we continue the Season of the Epiphany we are
greeted this Sunday with a Reading from the Letter
to the Galatians which contains one of the most
" important lines in all of Paul’s writings.

In referring to baptism, Paul reminds us that we
are all ‘children of God’,,6 and must now live like
Christ. Yet what all this entails is, as Paul so
powerfully puts it, equality for all.

‘There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no, longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ’,s.

| suggest you read the line again and slowly come to realise the immensity and
radicalness of it! There are no distinctions along the lines of race, gender or
wealth. There is no room for stereotyping, no room for racism, no tolerance of
sexism. All the baptised are equal for ‘you have clothed yourselves with
ChriSt'Vy.

Baptism is not just an occasion to wear beautiful garments, attend Church,
hear a few prayers and then party afterwards. Baptism calls for a new and
radical change in attitude that sees each person as equal. Thus as baptised
people with this new attitude we have the ability to change the way the world
is. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Dear Parishioners,

My Shepherd’s Corner comes largerly from Theresa
from our 9:30am Mass preparation and Family
Committee Team.

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew
or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus. Galatians 3:27-28

A constant theme we have heard through the Epiphany season has been that
through Baptism we are “clothed” in Christ.

At baptism in the Maronite Church are reminded of this every time a child is
baptized. The child is put into new white clothes symbolizing that the child has
accepted the new clothing of Christ.

Through Baptism, no matter who we are, what race or gender we belong to, how
much money we have or what we do for work, we all receive the same glorious
robe, the robe of Christ. Baptism gives us all, no matter our position, the spiritual
clothing that will lead to salvation. Unlike designer clothing, it will not go out of
fashion and we will not need to change it with the trend next year. We always need
to remember that we are wearing Christ. By wearing Christ we receive holiness and
joy and we can inspire others around us to receive that same joy.

So in this Epiphany season let us reflect on our own Baptism and always remember
that through baptism we wear Christ. Through our actions, by attending Mass,
being involved in our Parish, focusing on prayer, living in accordance with Christ’s
teachings, and by showing love and compassion to others we can serve as a
reminder to those around us that through Baptism they are also clothed in Christ.
Thanks Theresa, very well explained.

| would add that how we dress everywhere in community and especially in
gathering at Church as members of God’s Family around the Lord’s Table at
Eucharist and for Baptisms and Weddings that this should reflect all the values,
including modesty, that we are clothed spiritually with Christ. This value of
personal modesty reflects the truth of the beautiful spiritual dignity of every
person and that we don’t want to cause anyone to be distracted while at these
most wonderful, Grace-filled and Sacred celebrations at Church. Sometimes in the
hot weather this means some personal sacrifice in comfort, not following fashion
trends for the good of others in my parish family.

And especially to the younger members of our parish family, remember nothing
can outshine a heart clothed in Christ and shining out to others through your eyes
and face. Mons Shora Maree

ST EPHREM THE SYRIAC—28 JAN

St. Ephrem the Syrian is
one of Mary’s greatest
cantors. He has exalted
her in her privileges and
in her unique perfec-
tion: “You, O Christ, and
Your Mother are the
only ones who are
beautiful under every
aspect, because there is
no uncleanness in You,
O Lord, and no stain in

I.....-.

Your Mother.”

St. Ephrem also speaks in a notable fashion
about the action that Mary exercises over
the lives of Christians. He guides the faith-
ful to invoke Mary as Mother and Mediato-
ry and to take refuge in her with humble
and filial trust: “Mary is the hope of those
exiled who can attain reconciliation and re-
enter paradise.”

Owing to the elegance of his writing style,
St. Ephrem has been called the “lyre of the
Holy Spirit.” In addition, his Mariological
teaching has earned him the title of
“Marian Doctor.”

Prayer

MOST Holy Lady, Mother of God,

you are the only one completely pure in
soul and body,

and you surpass all purity,

all virginity, and all chastity.

You are the sole dwelling place of all the
grace of the Spirit,

and you far surpass the Angels in purity
and in holiness of soul and body.

Turn your eyes toward me.

| am sinful and impure

and stained in soul as well as in body
with the passions and pleasures

that constitute the weeds of my life.

Set my spirit free from its passions.
Sanctify and restrain my thoughts
when they race toward adventurism.
Regulate and divert my senses.

Shake off the detestable and infamous
tyranny

of my impure inclinations and passions.
Destroy in me the empire of sin.

Grant wisdom and counsel to my spirit
that is filled with darkness and wretched-
ness.

Help me to correct my faults and my fail-
ings.

Then, set free from the night of sin,

may | be worthy to glorify and exalt you
without reserve,

O sole true Mother of the true Light,
Christ our God.

Alone with Him and through Him,
you are blessed and glorified
by every visible and invisible creature,

now and forever
St. Ephrem the Syrian
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In the Gospel this week, Nicodemus speaks on behalf of all humanity. He uses
the pronoun WE to include us all. “We know that you are a teacher who has
come from God.” v.2 How often in our lives do we feel that we know who Jesus
is yet we do not believe or trust like we should? Jesus is quick to reply to Nico-
demus and says “No one can see the Kingdom of God without being born from
above.” v.3

For us as baptised Christians we have the ability and the honour of being able
to see the Kingdom of God and in the Season of the Epiphany, we as the bap-
tised children of God are called to renew and remember our baptismal promise which we made at our bap-
tisms.

Our Baptism is therefore much deeper than just being called the Children of God, brothers and sisters of
Christ and Temples of the Holy Spirit. At our Baptisms, we have been granted the “pass” to be able to see the
Kingdom of God. Then Christ further adds to his reply by stating “No one can enter the Kingdom of God with-
out being born of water and Spirit” v.5 Our Baptism then also becomes a “visa” and our “visas” have been
granted through Christ the Redeemer. We as the Baptised are able to enter into the Kingdom of God. But
what must we do?

“We speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen” v.11 That is what Christ says to our friend
Nicodemus. We must believe in what we have received through the Sacraments, we must trust in God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit and we must testify to what we have seen. We know Christ be-
cause we enter into a loving relationship with Him each time we receive the Eucharist. We know of the love
He has for us through His healing Sacrament of Reconciliation. We can testify to what we see because each
time we come to Mass we witness His selfless sacrifice so that we may have life. We can testify to the count-
less blessings and graces which He bestows on us on a daily basis.

Our Baptism and our Baptismal promise is much deeper than just praying a few words and pouring water
over our heads. It is much deeper than white gowns and burning incense. Yes, these things are earthly signs
and symbols which help us to enter into the mystery of the Sacrament but our Baptism is far greater than all
these. Our Baptism grants us the “passes & visas” to be able to see and enter into the Kingdom of God so
that “whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.” v.16

ol

Rebirth into the Kingdom

We continue the journey through the weeks of the
Announcement’s of Christ’s Mystery and we listen
to Jesus talking to Nicodemus about a rebirth — not
in the flesh but in the Spirit. So what does it mean
to be reborn in the Spirit? The new birth Jesus
speaks of is a spiritual birth to a new life and first-
hand relationship with God as his children. This
new birth is made possible when we are baptized
into Christ and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
This new life brings us into God's kingdom and heavenly
way of life. So what is God's kingdom? God's kingdom is
that society of men and women who acknowledge God as
their Lord and who live according to his will on earth as it
is in heaven (Matthew 6:10). To be reborn is to enter that
society in which God is honoured and obeyed, to live as
citizens of heaven and members of God's family - his sons
and daughters, and to enter into possession of that life
which comes from God himself. We do not have to wait
until we die so that we can experience the Kingdom of
God. We can experience this on earth in our family
homes. As parents we strive and must always strive to
create and live this Kingdom in our homes. Yes some-
times it may seem difficult with all the challenges that our
society imposes on us, however it can also be very simple
to live that never-ending life of love, peace, joy, and free-
dom from sin and the fear of death — this is the Kingdom
that our Lord is talking about. Therefore are we going to
give our children a taste of heaven now or are we going
to gamble and wait till the time of our death where the
probability of entering into the Kingdom is 50:507?

Dory Zaouk

Childvewy Corner

My dearly beloved brothers and sisters,

This week in the Gospel you will hear me telling our
friend Nicodemus that anyone who wants to go to
heaven must be born again through water and Spirit.
Do you know what this Sacrament is called? Yes, it is
called the Sacrament of Baptism.

Your baptism is very important not only because you
became children of God and my brothers and sisters,
but because it allows you to enter into heaven.
Baptism is like a navigator, it shows you the path to
that you need to follow in order to enter into the Kingdom of
God. Not only does it show you the way, it also puts you on
that road. It then becomes your decision whether you want to
choose to go on that path or on a different one. And yes, |
know that sometimes you can make mistakes or you can take
a wrong turn or become lost, but you have been given the
Sacrament of Reconciliation which will help to lead you back
onto the correct road.

My dearest little ones, | know how difficult the journey can be
to reach Heaven but | promise you this much, | will always be
with you, holding your hand and walking alongside you.
Whenever the journey becomes tiring or difficult or whenever
you may lose your way, look to heaven and say “Jesus, | need
your help and | trust that you will help me.”

Your holidays are almost over and | pray that they were filled
with time for prayer and Mass, family and friends and also for
fun and rest.

Try to set a goal for this academic year: improve in your
studies, showcase a talent and grow deeper in your connec-
tion with your friends and teachers. | send you all my prayers,
love and blessings.

From your brother Jesus
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Last saturday.!s Youth Harbour Cruise On Saturday night Monsignor joined 300 of our youth

on their annual Youth Harbour cruise. He was very
proud that as he was leaving at the end of the night
the Wharf Manager told him that he was very
impressed by the way that our youth behaved and
how moderately they drank and that he wanted to
know which Church they belonged to so he could
encourage his own daughters to attend. While we are
repeatedly hearing very sad reports in our media
about alcohol-fueled violence, it is wonderful to hear
reports from outsiders about how our youth are
bearing witness to their faith. Well done!

Australia
Council of
Natural Family
Planning from
all over
Australia on
their 2 day
Annual General
Meeting ¢
hosted at OLOL
Community
Centre by Leila [
from our
Maronite *
Natural Family
Planning office e

s chi o Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners . . are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to
$5 a week T ot ek one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
2 Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
323 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,533,431 Units Loan $1,644,203 Property Loan $182,6417

cat=icy B Community Business Network Page

- Business Finance Interested in being on the
Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. Newsletter Community

1300 657 115 Business Page

which reaches over 2000 families a week. For $500
1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150

you can promote your business for a month. For de-
www.carloancityonline.com.au Proceeds assist with the monthly $4500 printing costs

tails sponsors@olol.org.au or Joe on 0400 444 999.
of our newsletter.
TR M Formwork Contractors
Pty Ltd acn oss s23 100

Contact Tony Massoud 0420 720 453

AKA

A WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU
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Sunday 26 January— Third Sunday after Epiphany

9:30am 1 yr Nahiyi Sahyoun widow of Elias Nassif from K farfou

11:00am 40 days Wajih Boutros Dahdah from Zgharta

2:00pm Maroun Gerges Al Nachar from Nfaysi Akkar (died in Leb)

5:00pm 40 days Youssef Elias Farah from Karm el Mohr

Monday 27 January

6:00pm Ketbi Bakhous Chehade widow of Phillip El Cegir from
Hadchiti (died in Leb)

Tuesday 28 January

10:00am Funeral Marin Elias Estephan from Karm El Mohr widow of
Elias Soghabi from Kferdlekous

Thursday 30 January

6:00pm 40 days Sama Gerges Francis wife of Hanna Francis from Mazret Tefeh

Friday 31 January

6:00pm 40 days Wardi Zeaitani widow of Michael Zakhia Douaihy from Zgharta

Saturday 1 February

6:00pm 40 days Afif Boulos Khawand from Kfour Nabatiyi

Sunday 2 February—Sunday Entrance of Our Lord into Temple

8:00am Maurice Semaan Alam from Abdeen

11:00am 1 year Ramza Said Nassif from Mazret Naher wife of Bakhous
Bakhous from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 days Tannous Youssef Abboud from Mizyara

St Patrick’s Mass Centre—Guildford

6:00pm 40 days Jeanette Warden from Hadchit wife of George Younan
from Wadi Qannoubine
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Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

A Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’

Sun 2 March at St Joseph’s Spiritual Centre. Cost is $15 and

includes sessions, morning tea and lunch. The day includes

Blrayer, activities, discussions, speakers. To book contact Sr
argaret on 0412 588 045.To receive event updates

MConnected@olol.org.au or contact Rafic on 0408358497

Youth

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 19th January, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

Youth Lent Retreat 28-30'" March ‘God’s will be done.’
Cost is $200 and includes accommodation, meals and use of facilities.
To book contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045.

Teens

‘ Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014

General Notices

Spirituality Centre and Novitiate for Women
The Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family are opening a
Spirituality Centre at Dulwich Hill and a novitiate for those
considering entering Religious Life. In quiet surroundings one
is invited to come on a weekend and pray in the chapel and
find Spiritual gwdance. For more information contact Sr Rose
Therese on 0421 283 899 or Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045.

Maronite

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

awc )l Ul wlblig wleloi>]

6 Week course on "The Maronite Mass”
Mondays from 3 Feb - 10 Mar 7.30pm - 9.30pm .
Ground level OLOL Community Centre
Important to enrol on-line at www.caec.org.au or at the first
talk. It can be taken alone or as part of the Certificate of
Maronite Studies available through CAEC.

More info: CAEC on 9642 0211 or Fr Yuhanna 0435 764 824.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for
J all etern|¥y especially those we Pray for:

)

///,/} (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Elias Bechara, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Fadwa Bou Melhem, Fr Hanna Bou
| //// Melhem, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George,
} Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges, Youssef & Leila Gittany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul
) Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura, M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony
A\ Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Youssef & Ghessoun Maroun, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Hasna
Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Michael Rizk (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine,

John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma, (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family
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